The South Florida Avenue

MESSENGER

A Friendly Church With a Vital Message Proclaiming the Unsearchable Riches of the Lord Jesus.

The Messenger is published weekly by the South Florida Ave. Church of Christ meeting at 1807 South Florida Ave - Lakeland, FL 33803 Vol. 73 No. 34 9-17-19
ELDERS

David Anderson
Kenny French
Bobby Sheumaker

DEACONS

John McShane
Stacey Paulin
Jimmy Sweeney

MINISTER

Hiram Kemp
(386) 405-5372

ASSOCIATE MINISTER
Vince Daugherty
(740) 801-1106

SECRETARIES
Michelle Paulin / Dee Parramore

OFFICE PHONE
(863) 682-4702

SUNDAY SERVICES

Bible Study...............9:30 a.m.
Worship...................10:30 a.m.
Evening Worship........6:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY

Ladies Class...........10:00 a.m.
Bible Study................7:00 p.m.

HOME OF
Florida School of Preaching
since 1969
MISSION FIELDS

Dub Hill.......................Russia
Don Iverson...................India
Marc Veary.....Malawi, Africa
Graham McDonald..Scotland
J. Paguaga....Honduras, C.A.
Joey Treat......Pacific Islands
Ted Wheeler......Ghana, W.A.
EMAIL
SFA.church@gmail.com
WEB PAGE

www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com
YOUTUBE.com
SouthFloridaAvenueChurchOfChrist
in

SEARCH

of the lord’s way
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Invite Your Female Friends and Neighbors!

Political and Religious “Liberalism”
Brian R. Kenyon
While teaching a class on denominational dogmas and how some local churches of Christ have accepted some
of these very doctrines, one of the books I consulted was Piloting the Strait by Dave Miller (Sain Publications).
The book was first published in 1996 and dealt with the “change agents” back then. However, what he wrote about
them and their fruits is well documented among some churches of Christ in our day. One particular section that
is very relevant today deals with the “political currents” that influenced unscriptural change in some churches of
Christ (pages 29-32). Our awareness of this influential current is important for at least two reasons: (1) to help
keep the local church free from error by countering with biblical teaching; and (2) to influence the preservation of
our country, knowing that “Righteousness exalts a nation, But sin is a reproach to any people” (Pr. 14:34).

What Is “Liberalism”?
While there is a Scriptural liberalism that all should possess (cf. 2 Cor. 9:13), a good working definition of
unscriptural “liberalism” is “loosing where God has bound.” This is in contrast to what Jesus told His apostles:
“whatever you bind on earth will be bound heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven”
(Mt. 16:19; 18:18). No one has a right to “bind” or “loose” anything that God has not already bound or loosed (cf.
Gal. 1:8-9). To this definition of “liberalism,” as Miller observed, can be added “the promotion of no objective
standards, or moral absolutes.” Thus, “political liberalism” can be defined as the promotion of no moral absolutes
in society. Do we not see this in the abortion debate, the illegal immigration discussion, and a host of other
political issues? This country’s rule of law is to be based on the Constitution and the Bill of Rights, but there are
those who politically try to circumvent those absolute standards. “Religious liberalism” likewise can be defined as
the promotion of no absolute standards in religion. Unfortunately, do we not see this in some churches of Christ
who have unscripturally innovated worship, expanded women’s roles, and introduced a host of other practices?
They attempt to circumvent the biblical standard by coming up with new ways to interpret the Bible (such as a
“new hermeneutic”), appealing to emotion, and other subjective standards. To please God religiously, however,
we must do everything by the authority of Jesus (Col. 3:17)!

The Connection Between These Two Areas of “Liberalism”
The political and religious “liberal” share a common attitude toward objective truth. Here are some specific
areas where the connection is evident. First, both call for “change and progress” to unseat “conservative” principles
and people. If “liberalism” is the promotion of no objective standards, then in this context, “conservatism” is the
promotion of objective standards. As it applies to religion, “biblical” would be the better word because the Bible
does promote an objective standard, the Gospel (Mt. 28:18-20; Mk. 16:15-16; 2 Tim. 3:16-17)! Second, both call
for expanded roles of women. The feminist movement and ERA of the 1970s worked its way into local churches
to the point where some churches of Christ today have women preachers for their public services (in opposition
to biblical teaching cf. 1 Tim. 2:8-15)! Third, both break-down public morality. The public cries of political liberals
in promoting abortion, “You can’t legislate morality” or “What people do in their own bedroom is their own
business,” is heard by members of the church defending the murder of the unborn. Fourth, both act as if they
truly care and are compassionate, so that those who call for objective standards are labeled legalistic, meanspirited, or unloving. Fifth, both think their agenda is for the betterment of all and feel justified in doing whatever
it takes to push it through. They have an unbiblical “ends justifies the means” mentality (cf. Rom. 3:8). Sixth, both
question and even detest the very idea that objective truth exists or that humans have the ability to ascertain it!

Conclusion
The current push for change in the church is in many ways a reflection of the political current over the past
few generations! Faithful members of the church must wake-up, put political ties and personalities aside, and
start standing up for God’s objective truth! To keep from drifting into the sea of no absolute truth by the undertoe
of political currents, let us continually “be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is
that good and acceptable and perfect will of God” (Rom.12:2)!

SFA FAMILY MATTERS
Prayer List
Our Members: Ginny Hamby will be making important medical decisions
and also upcoming tests in October. Ray Naschick, Wadi Khoury, Bobby
Simpson, Ron Ford (spine/neck), Jim Turner, Sharon Washington, Denise
Gulizia, Cierra Edwards (up-coming appt with neuro-surgeon in October)
and Margaret Coone.
Shut In Members: Faith West, Carol Eason, Virginia Plumlee, Joyce Burbage
and Cheryl Barker.
Others: Bob McAnally, Larry Laster, Chrissi Fuesner, Tonya Mathis, Chip
Bolding, Tony Seibert, Neil Entwistle Sr., James and Ellen Shearer,
Brinlee Alford, and Tanya Irizarry (Jagie’s sister-in-law).

Upcoming Events

Saturday, September 21st: Parents’ meeting at 9:30 a.m. in the library.
Saturday September 21st: Men’s breakfast here at South Florida Ave. at
8:00 a.m.
Tuesday, September 24th: FSOP ladies’ class, 7:00 p.m.
Friday September 27th: Join us in singing praises to God at the Orange St.
church of Christ from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.
Sept 29th-Oct 2nd: Fall Gospel Meeting at the Kissimmee church of Christ.
September 29th: Family Day at the North Jackson church of Christ in Bartow
9:00 a.m-12:30 p.m. FSOP students will be conducting the services.
Saturday October 5th: Ladies Day here at South Florida Ave.
Saturday, October 5th: Door-knocking after Ladies’ Day
Monday October 7th: Monday night Bible class at 7:00 p.m. We will study
Galatians.
October 10-12th: Ladies Retreat to St. Augustine, FL.
Saturday October 19th: Youth Seminar here at South Florida Ave.
Saturday October 19th: Annual Singing and picnic at Mary Holland Park

Responses

Jim Turner asked for prayers as he faces difficult situations in his life.
Cameron Bailey requested prayers to help him be more respectful.

Change of Address

Taleah Anderson is moving, her new address will be 225 North Main St.
Woodstock, OH 43084. Also Margaret Norman has moved to Azaela Park
1325 Grassland Blvd. Lkld, FL 33803 Room #339.

Placed Membership

We are so happy that Allan and Rachel Grimes have requested to place
membership with us here. Let us welcome them into our family.

Visitors

Sherman Williams, Jerry Green, Eric Bunch,Tiffany Hash, Mike & Barbara
Stump, Johnny Davidson, Merle and Dewayne Turner, T.J.Tomlinson and Blair
Covington.

Communion to Shut-Ins

Sept. 22 .....................................................Deal/Turner
Sept. 29...........................................................Van Allen
Oct. 06........................................................Deal/Turner
Oct. 13 ......................................................Youth Group

SCHEDULED TO SERVE
September

Designated Elder During Services - Kenny French
Open/Close Building - Jimmy Sweeney
Jimmy Sweeney...................Table ..................... Tyler Anderson
Neil Entwistle ......................Assist ................... Alex Parramore
Sunday, September 22, 2019
9:30 A.M.
Song at Bible Class............................................ Kyle Bingle
Prayer.................................................................Rick Kenyon
Sound Booth............................................................Phil Fife
Announcements............................................. Frank Hamby
Song Leader...................................................Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer............................................. Edward Atkins
Sermon............................................................. Hiram Kemp
Closing Prayer....................................................Matt Willcut
Greeters.....................................................Daugherty/Bingle
Cards....................................................... Klark/Willcut boy’s
6:00 P.M.
Song Leader...................................................David Williams
Opening Prayer..............................................Charles Paulin
Sermon...............................................................Hiram Kemp
Closing Prayer............................................ David Anderson
Wednesday, September 25, 2019
Song Leader................................................Tucker Sweeney
Opening Prayer............................................... Steve Hunley
Closing Prayer..............................................Wayne Shearer

Sept. Clean-up David Williams team (R-Z)
Please meet in the library. If you cannot serve, please call
Stacey Paulin so he can get a replacement - (863) 838-8911

Sunday, September 29, 2019
9:30 A.M.
Song at Bible Class ............................................Paul Romine
Prayer.......................................................................Jeff Bingle
Sound Booth..................................................Tucker Sweeney
Announcements................................................. Frank Hamby
Song Leader.......................................................Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer................................................David Anderson
Sermon.................................................................. Hiram Kemp
Closing Prayer.....................................................Casey Paulin
Greeters............................................................ Pratt/Sweeney
Cards.............................................................. Caelen/Cam’ron
6:00 P.M.
Song Leader...................................................... David Williams
Opening Prayer.......................................................Ken Walker
Sermon................................................................. Hiram Kemp
Closing Prayer......................................................Rick Kenyon
Wednesday, October 2, 2019
Song Leader ................................................. Vince Daugherty
Opening Prayer.............................................. David Anderson
Closing Prayer .................................................Charles Paulin

~ HOW ARE WE GIVING ~ .

Aug. 25 ............................................. $6,993.07
Sept. 1................................................ $7,296.37
Sept. 8 ...................................................... $ 6,885.26
Sept. 15............................................... $6,526.05
Contribution Average................................ $ 6,589.28

P

Member Spotlight

Member Spotlight

Linda Simpson

Bill Long
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the Fall. In her free time, she likes to browse antique shops, In his free time, he enjoys flying, walking, and working in
read, and go to the beach. She is good at cooking. Her most the yard. His most satisfying accomplishment is when he
satisfying accomplishment is rearing two boys. The best picked-up a new air plane. The best advice he’s been given
advice she’s been given is “Always tell the truth.” She and is “Be careful what you say.” He and his wife, Carlene, have
her husband, Bobby, have 2 sons and 2 granddaughters.
3 children, 9 grandchildren, and 12 great grandchildren.
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Youth Seminar, Oct. 19, 2019

We are thinking of providing an attended nursery
for children under 2 years.

If you are a mom of such a child
or a spiritually mature sister in
Christ who would be interested in being in the rotation
of attendants, please let the office know. Based upon
the response, we will look further into the possibility.

Think Souls! Let’s invite

our family, neighbors, and friends to
Bible classes, church services and/
or one-on-one personal Bible studies.

“Be doers of the word, and not hearers only!”

