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First Corinthians 12

Miraculous Spiritual Gifts (Part 2)  

Brian R. Kenyon
“Now concerning spiritual gifts” (1 Cor. 12:1) introduces Paul’s extensive answer 

to a question or questions the Corinthians had regarding miraculous spiritual gifts. 
In First Corinthians 12:1-3, Paul showed that only by divine revelation can one know 
the truth about Jesus and the spiritual workings of God (cf. Jn. 5:39; Rom. 10:17; 
2 Tim. 3:16-17). From First Corinthians 12:4-11, we learn the origin of miraculous 
gifts, why they were given, and some of the specific gifts. 

A Variety of Gifts But Only One Deity
Although the Holy Spirit imparted the miraculous gifts, He did not act 

independently from the Godhead. “There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 
5There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. 6And there are diversities 
of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all” (1 Cor. 12:4-6). Note in 
these three verses that there were varieties of “gifts … ministries … activities,” but 
the same “[Holy] Spirit … Lord [Jesus] … God [the Father].” Each member of the 
Godhead sustained a particular relationship to these miraculous manifestations. 
Again, although each member of the Godhead has different instrumental roles in 
salvation, neither acts out of harmony with the will of Deity (cf. Mt. 20:23). 

In relation to the Holy “Spirit,” the miraculous manifestations were “gifts” 
(1 Cor. 12:4). “Gifts,” translated from charisma, is from the same root as “grace” 
(charis), and thus refers to something that is freely and bountifully given. It may be 
used in the general sense of God’s good gifts (Rom. 11:29), or it may refer to spiritual 
gifts God wanted to impart (Rom. 1:11). As used in the context here, it refers to 
the miraculous spiritual gifts possessed by the Corinthians, which became a point 
of division among them (cf. 1 Cor. 12:9, 28, 30-31). Since it was the Holy Spirit 
who bestowed the gifts, there was absolutely no room for arrogant pride or division 
among the Corinthians! Christians cannot take credit for what God has done!

In relation to the “Lord” Jesus, the miraculous manifestations were the means 
by which He ministered to the church (1 Cor. 12:5 cf. Eph. 4:11-12; Rom. 12:6-7; 
1 Pet. 4:10-11). “Ministries [administrations, KJV; service, ESV]” is from a word 
(diakonia) that means “ministry, service” (1 Cor. 16:15; Rom. 12:7; Eph. 4:12), and 
thus refers to the variety of services that are made possible by the different gifts. As 
each member of the human body performs an important service (“ministry”), so 
each miraculous gift was to perform an important ministry in the church (cf. 1 Cor. 
12:12-26).



In relation to “God” the Father, the miraculous manifestations were workings by which He confirmed the 
word, the messengers, and the church as being from Him (1 Cor. 12:6 cf. Jn. 5:36; 14:10-11; Heb. 2:1-4). “Activities 
[operations, KJV; workings, ASV; effects, NAS]” is from a word (energema) that means “working, activity.” In 
the present context, it is “action as the result of God’s energizing power” (Kistemaker 419). The phrase “who 
works all in all” may be translated “who works all things in all” (ASV), or “who works all things in all persons” 
(NAS). The first “all” is neuter gender in the original language, hence “all things,” while the second “all” may be 
neuter or masculine. Since the context is about what God did to members of the church through miraculous gifts, 
a masculine translation (“all people”) is probably more accurate. God has never left His faithful people without 
the power and/or ability to accomplish His purpose! Christians can boldly accomplish what God has willed.  

The Purpose Of Miraculous Gifts: To Benefit All
Paul plainly declared that “the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all” (1 Cor. 12:7). 

Thus, these gifts were not to be used as prerequisites for a clique or as initiation for one of the divisive parties in 
Corinth (cf. 1 Cor. 1:11-13). “Every one [man, KJV]” is obviously limited to those receiving the miraculous gifts, for 
every Christian did not receive these miraculous gifts (cf. Rom. 1:11). The word translated “for the profit [for the 
common good, NAS]” means “better, to one’s advantage, helpful, good, or useful.” It is the same word elsewhere 
translated “expedient,” or “helpful” (Jn. 11:50; 16:7; 18:14; 1 Cor. 6:12; 10:23; 2 Cor. 8:10; 12:1). These miraculous 
gifts were to benefit the entire body of Christ!

Specific Miraculous Gifts
Paul listed specific miraculous spiritual gifts in First Corinthians 12:8-11. These were not the only miraculous 

gifts that existed, but represented those in Corinth. “Word of wisdom [utterance of wisdom, ESV]” (1 Cor. 12:8a) 
seems to have been the ability to reveal divine truth, since “wisdom” can refer to the entire Gospel (1 Cor. 2:6-13). 
“Word of knowledge” (1 Cor. 12:8b) seems to have been the ability to retain in memory the “word of wisdom” 
once delivered. Both the “word of wisdom” and the “word of knowledge” were miraculous, but the former had 
to do with the original source and content, and the latter had to do with retaining and teaching the truth already 
revealed (Winters 166). “Faith” (1 Cor. 12:9a) referred to miraculous, wonder working faith that enabled the 
receiver to do miracles (cf. 1 Cor. 13:2; Mt. 17:14-20; Acts 3:16). “Gifts of healing” (1 Cor. 12:9b) referred to the 
ability to miraculously restore the sick (Acts 3:1-9; 4:30; 5:15-16; 14:8-10). The plural probably indicates the variety 
of diseases healed. “Working [effecting, NAS] of miracles” (1 Cor. 12:10a) was the manifestation of miraculous 
powers not covered by the other gifts. The New Testament speaks of miracles over nature (Mt. 8:26), demons 
(Mt. 8:16), material things (Mt. 14:9; 15:32), and even death (Jn. 11:43-44; Acts 9:40-41). “Prophecy” (1 Cor. 
12:10b) was receiving God’s divine will and infallibly communicating it (cf. 1 Cor. 11:4; Rom. 12:6). “Discerning 
[distinguishing, NAS] of spirits” (1 Cor. 12:10c) was the ability to determine those who actually spoke by the 
Holy Spirit and those who did not (cf. 1 Cor. 14:29; 1 Thes. 5:20-21; 1 Jn. 4:1). “Kinds of tongues” (1 Cor. 12:10d) 
referred to the ability to speak in foreign languages that one had not studied (cf. Acts 2:6-13). “Tongues” in the 
New Testament referred to real languages, not some “Holy Ghost gibberish” that only the Lord knows (as some 
claim today). “Interpretation of tongues” (1 Cor. 12:10e) referred to the ability to translate unknown languages 
into languages that could be understood by those present.

Conclusion
The Holy Spirit was not only the author of these miraculous gifts, but He also determined who would receive 

each gift in conjunction with the will of God (1 Cor. 12:11). Although there are some today who claim all kinds 
of things concerning miraculous spiritual gifts, let us accept God’s word as to what and for whom these gifts 
belonged (cf. 2 Tim. 3:16-17). ÆBrian
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Remember the Lord in all your summer plans! 

 




Please meet in the library.  If you cannot serve, please call 
Stacey Paulin so he can get a replacement - (863) 838-8911

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Bobby Sheumaker ...............Table  ................... Wayne Shearer
Phil Fife ..............................Assist  .........................Ken Walker

July
Designated Elder During Services - Bobby Sheumaker 

Open/Close Building - Kenny French

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Sunday, July 14, 2019
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ................................................Kyle Bingle
Prayer...................................................................Frank Hamby
                                        10:30 A.M.
Sound Booth.........................................................Casey Paulin
Announcements................................................Fred Strickland
Song Leader.......................................................Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer................................................Wesley Brunson
Sermon...................................................................Hiram Kemp
Closing Prayer.........................................................David Deal
Greeters....................................................................Fife/Bingle
Cards...................................................................Colby/Sawyer

6:00 P.M.                                     Song Leader.........................................................Paul Romine
Opening Prayer...................................................Kenny French
Sermon..................................................................Hiram Kemp
Closing Prayer..................................................AlexParramore

Wednesday, July 17, 2019
Song Leader........................................................... Ken Walker
Opening Prayer................................................. David Williams
Closing Prayer .................................................Alex Parramore

Sunday, July 7, 2019
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ...........................................Dave Williams
Prayer...................................................................Josh Estridge
                                        10:30 A.M.
Sound Booth................................................................Phil Fife
Announcements...............................................Fred Strickland
Song Leader.......................................................Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer......................................................Matt Willcut
Sermon..................................................................Hiram Kemp
Closing Prayer.........................................................TimCroson
Greeters...........................................................Pratt/Daugherty
Cards.............................................................. Caelen/Cam’ron

6:00 P.M.                                     Song Leader.........................................................Paul Romine
Opening Prayer................................................Alex Parramore
Sermon..................................................................Hiram Kemp
Closing Prayer........................................................Tim Croson

Wednesday, July 10, 2019
Song Leader.............................................................Jim Turner
Opening Prayer.......................................................Kyle Bingle
Closing Prayer ............................................ Bobby Sheumaker

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~  .  
June 9.............................................. $5,107.45
June 16 ............................................. $4,857.11
June 23 ............................................. $7,197.45
June 30 ............................................. $6,504.46
Contribution Average..................... $6,541.96

Thank You
To the brothers and sisters at the South Florida Ave. church of Christ, 
Thank you all for the calls and cards you sent me while I was going through 
this painful problem with my right leg. It lifts my spirit and gives me joy to 
know there are loving brethren who support me. Thank you, 

   Sincerely, your brother in Christ, Wadi Khoury
Dear church family, Thank you for all your prayers. My test came back 
95% o.k. with an ultra sound follow up in 6 months to my thyroid.
                                 In christian love,  Ron Ford 

    ~   Communion to Shut-ins   ~
   July 7th...................................................................Jim Turner/David Deal
   July 14th ................................................................................Youth Group

Still need volunteers to sign up on a regular basis please!!

Visitors 
Johnny Davidson, Will & Autumn Vann, Mac and Avery, Heather Glass, Sherman 
Williams, Jerry Greene, Eric Bunch, Jamie Flores, Truin Saunders, Jeff Childers, 
Harry & Victoria Williams and family, Haley Pack, Margaret Khoury, Tiffany 
Hash, Megan and Sam, Jim & Eleanor Richardson, Annabelle Phillips and Bella 
Alford. 

July- Clean-up Jimmy Sweeney (E-K)

Prayer List
Our Members:  Linda McShane will have esophagus surgery on July 5th at 

the Bartow hospital. Ray Naschick, Faith West, Jim Turner, Ginny Hamby, 
Sharon Washington, and Margaret Coone.

Shut In Members: Carol Eason, Virginia Plumlee, Joyce Burbage and Cheryl 
Barker. 

Others: Bob McAnally, Eunice Powell, (grandmother of Stacey and Rene’) 
Larry Lester, (Toney Wilson’s brother), Chrissi Fuesner, Tonya Mathis, 
Chip Bolding, Tony Seibert, Neil Entwistle Sr. (Neil Entwistle’s father), 
John Beckwork, (relative of Chris Wilson, Toney Wilson’s son), Peggy 
Nabors and James and Ellen Shearer, (Wayne Shearer’s father and 
mother) will be moving into Savannah Court (Assisted Living) 290 
Idlewood Ave. Bartow, FL 33830 (room #109). Please keep them and 
Wayne & Anita in your prayers.

Upcoming Events
Sunday July 7th: Fellowship In-Service after evening services.
Saturday, July 13th:  Celebrate Summer Fellowship Cookout with 

water games and fun for the whole family! Games will begin at 2:00 
p.m. Dinner will be at 5:00 p.m. Hamburgers, hot dogs and corn will 
be provided. Please bring a side dish and dessert. We are looking for 
volunteers to help cook. Also we are in need of 200 feet of garden 
hose for the water slide. If you have unneeded garden hose that could 
be donated it would be appreciated. If you can help in any way please 
see John McShane.

Sunday July 14th: Elders/Deacons meeting at 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday July 16th: Senior Saints outing to the Polk County 911 center. 

The van will leave the building at 9:00 a.m. Tour is scheduled for 
9:30 a.m. Dutch treat luncheon at a local restaurant following the tour.

Saturday July 20th: Men’s breakfast at the Griffin Road church of 
Christ in Bartow at 8:00 a.m.



 


that subject, the first of which began January 22. John Calvin (1509-1564) was a French theologian and Reformer. He was not the first 
to teach the major tenants of his doctrine, but he certainly popularized them. He had (and has) a tremendous, but erroneous influence 
upon the religious world from his day until now. The basic doctrines of “Calvinism” are given by a five point acrostic (T-U-L-I-P). 
The T stands for “total hereditary depravity” (also known as “original sin”). The U stands for “unconditional predestination.” The T 
stands for “limited atonement.” The “I” stands for “irresistible grace.” The “P” stands for “perseverance of the saints” (also known as 
“once saved, always saved”). “Calvinism” must be recognized, understood, and refuted. In the next five bulletins, we will examine

Youth Spotlight

Landan Willcut 
Landan was born in Winter Haven, 
and he has lived in this area all of his 
life. He wants to be a football player 
when he becomes an adult. He is 
currently a student ready to enter 
the seventh grade. He has visited

 Mexico and the Bahamas. In his free time, he likes to go 
outside and play sports. He is good at playing football. He 
likes summer time. The weirdest thing he has eaten is boar’s 
tongue. His most satisfying accomplishment is writing an 
essay for a scholarship. The best advice he’s been given is 
“Use your hands when you’re blocking a player.” 

Member Spotlight

Dennis McCarter
Dennis was born in Saint Louis, 
Missouri, and also lived in 
Oklahoma and Ohio before moving 
to Florida. As a child, he wanted to 
be a pilot. His first job was his own 
lawn mowing business at age 12. In
his free time, he likes early morning hazelnut coffee on the 
lanai. He also enjoys photography and volunteering at Fort 
Frasier Trail. His most satisfying accomplishment is how 
well his kids turned out. The best advice he’s been given is 
“The  best way to heaven is turn right and go straight.” He 
and his wife, Jean, have 2 children and 2 grandchildren.

Mission Trip Peru
Pray for our young people and their 
chaperones as they gear-up for a mission 
trip to Haucho, Peru, July 19-27, 2019. 
They will knock doors, pass out tracts, 
and conduct one-on-one Bible studies. 

We appreciate our elders for seeing the value in involving our 
young people. If you would like to contribute, see our elders.   
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CHURCH OF CHRIST
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Return Service Requested

The End of Your Search for a Friendly Church . . . 

Several of our members are at 
Bible Camp this week. Pray for 
them and especially those who 
are counselors! Much lasting good 
can be accomplished in the Lord!

Mission Trip Scenes

Tucker and Casey 
in Costa Rica with 
translator, Jose.

In the Philippines, Alex is preaching at 
a youth fellowship. Dee is studying the 
Bible with a mom from a local school.

Old  House  Update Contractors 
are on schedule to finish restoring 
the house by the end of July/first of 
August. Rick, Stephanie, and children 
will live downstairs (to help maintain
and stabilize the place), while 3 or 4 unmarried FSOP 
students will live upstairs. Please pray for this phase.


