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Sunday, January 12 --- L2L Sunday 
will be held. We are also looking into performing 
a puppet skit at a nearby nursing home on this 
day. Stay tuned for details and ways you can help.

Saturday, January 18 -- Youth devo and activity will be at the 
Bingle’s. If you want to host one of these events and get better acquainted 
with fellow Christians, there is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board. 

Do You Understand Truth?
is the theme of the Florida School of 
Preaching’s 39th Annual Lectureship

January 20-23, 2014
Monday is a holiday, Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day, which means no school! Why 
not take advantage of this opportunity to 
learn about truth? Hope to see you there!

encouraged us to “run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of 
our faith” (Heb. 12:1-2). Christianity is sometimes compared to a race (1 Cor. 9:24-26). The cool thing about this 
race is that everyone who finishes gets first place! Two keys given above assure us of victory. First, we must run 
with “endurance,” or patience. Sometimes we lose patience with others, even God, and want to take matters into 
our own hands. Disaster often results! Second, we must keep focused on Jesus, for He is the “author and finisher of 
our faith.” The term “author” means something like a leader, pioneer, founder, or originator. The word is translat-
ed “captain [of salvation]” in Hebrews 2:20, and “Prince” in Acts 3:15 and 5:31. The word “finisher” is from a root 
word meaning complete or perfect, and can also be translated “perfecter” (ESV). The point 
is that since Jesus paved the way by His sinless life and sacrificial death on the cross, He can 
see us through any obstacle that could potentially keep us from finishing the race.  Life does 
not always go our way, but, rest assured, that God has made a way for us to run the race to-
ward the first place prize. We must, however, “run in such a way that you may obtain it,” and 
we must be “temperate [self-controlled] in all things” (1 Cor. 9:24-25). May God help us stay 

Looking unto Jesus . . .

. . . the author and finisher of our faith

will help us be faithful in 2014. The Hebrews writer

Win
in

2014

focused on Je-
sus, who is

Forrest Park church of Christ in Valdosta will host 
YES Weekend 2014. The theme is “Unmasked.” Let’s 
make sure SFA church of Christ is well represented!

Feb. 
21-23,
2014
“Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, 
a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15).

Don’t forget the “Berean Bunch” 
meetings at 5:45 Sunday evenings. 
What better way to spend the 15 
minutes before worship services 
than learning God’s inspired word?
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The Pilot’s Compass
Raymond Elliott

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path” (Psalm 119:105). In a beautiful 
poem about the Bible, there is a particular line that goes like this: “It is the traveler’s map, the 
pilgrim’s staff, the pilot’s compass, the soldier’s sword, and the Christian’s charter.” While I 
have never had the experience of a navigator’s use with a compass, I have used one in other 
activities.

Several years ago, I was hunting with a Christian friend in unfamiliar territory. The weather 
was terrible. The sky was darkened and the sun was hidden from human view. The rain descended. 
The trees were unusually tall and massive. As I continued to seek game, I became aware of the 
fact that I was ‘temporarily confused.’ I thought I knew the way back to the location where I 
entered the forest but the more I walked, the more I realized that I didn’t know. It was then that 
I took out my small compass and began to follow a certain course, however, after walking some 
distance, I looked at the compass again and it was then that I realized I was following the wrong 
end of the needle. I was actually traveling the opposite direction from the way I wanted to go. 
So, I began to walk in the right direction by following the compass in the correct manner. After 
some time I arrived at my desired destination.

Perhaps this experience is not completely parallel with the lessons I want to impress upon 
your thinking regarding the spiritual guide for us today, but I do feel there are some thoughts 
you need to ponder.

1. A person may ‘feel’ that he/she is walking in the right direction in religious matters and 
be completely lost. Man is not a safe guide. Subjective feelings are not reliable. The prophet 
Jeremiah declared, “O Lord, I know that the way of man is not in himself; It is not in man that 
walketh to direct his steps” (Jere.10:23). Only God’s Word is the sure Guide.

2. An individual can look at the Bible (God’s compass) in the wrong way and still be lost. 
Many fail to “rightly divide the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). Some wrest the Scriptures unto 
their own destruction (2 Peter 3:16). Some are given wrong directions by “blind” leaders (Mat. 
15:14). Others are “ever learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth” (2 Tim. 
3:7). One must have an open mind, be willing to study diligently and possess an attitude of 
obedience in searching the Holy Scriptures (Acts 17:11; John 17:7).

3. A person must place complete trust in God and in his compass, the Bible. He/she must be 
fully submissive to the guidance of the Lord. The compass of God points only one way and that 
is through his Son Jesus Christ (John 14:6). It requires faith to accept the fact that one’s sins are 
washed away in baptism by the blood of Jesus Christ (Hebrews 11:6; Mark 16:15-16; Eph. 1:7). 
Trust in God is required to believe that eternal life is given to those believers in his Son (John 
5:11-13). But God, who cannot lie, demands our complete confidence if he is to guide us in the 
right direction by his compass, which is His Holy Word (2 Tim. 3:16-17).



Discouraged
 Donald R. Fox 

Don’t we all get discouraged sometimes? With the negative feeling of discouragement, one feels disheartened, 
dispirited and downhearted. No one likes the feeling of discouragement, yet it happens too often for many 
of us. Discouragements come our way through an assortment of human events. These dealings can be very 

personal in nature such as sickness, death, household economic problems and a variety of family troubles to include 
broken homes, divorce and the like. Events that are general in nature such as overall lawlessness, terrorism and social 
ethical/moral decay will also bring negative feelings that depress us.

 
Children Are the Most Vulnerable

Our English word discourage is used only one time in the New Testament, and it is found in Colossians 3:21, which 
reads: “Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged.” Young folks can be very easily disheartened 
and dispirited. This type of demoralizing can be so instilled in young people as to warp their maturity growth. When a 
youngster is so negatively discouraged, it seems very likely this hindrance can cause a damaged adulthood. Of a truth, 
“And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord” 
(Ephesians 6:4). Oh, the great need for Christian parents that will nurture their children to be stable and to cling to high 
moral standards. Civil government also has the obligation to govern in such a way as to create an atmosphere of rightness 
and order. Youngsters need strong and upright leaders in the school and the government systems.

 In a Positive Sense, Discouragements Can Help Us Grow in Stability

As I dwelled on discouragements that I had and have during my lifetime, I pondered and asked, “Did not good 
sometimes come from these bad, downhearted feelings”? As for me, the answer is, “Yes.” Discouragements, with lessons 
learned from them and if we apply strength obtained from our God, can make us better and stronger persons. “Wherefore 
laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, as newborn babes, desire the 
sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby: If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious” (1 Peter 2:1-3).

 The Apostle Paul Overcame His Many Trials and Discouragements

Seeing that many glory after the flesh, I will glory also. For ye suffer fools gladly, seeing ye yourselves are wise. For 
ye suffer, if a man bring you into bondage, if a man devour you, if a man take of you, if a man exalt himself, if a man smite 
you on the face. I speak as concerning reproach, as though we had been weak. Howbeit wherein soever any is bold, (I 
speak foolishly,) I am bold also. Are they Hebrews? so am I. Are they Israelites? so am I. Are they the seed of Abraham? 
so am I. Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in 
prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten with rods, 
once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; In journeyings often, in perils of 
waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the 
wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger 
and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, 
the care of all the churches. Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is offended, and I burn not? If I must needs glory, I 
will glory of the things which concern mine infirmities. The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is blessed 
for evermore, knoweth that I lie not. In Damascus the governor under Aretas the king kept the city of the Damascenes 
with a garrison, desirous to apprehend me: And through a window in a basket was I let down by the wall, and escaped his 
hands.” (2 Corinthians 11:18-33)

 
Regardless of Paul’s anxieties and discouragements, he always was thankful unto God Almighty. “Now thanks be 

unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savor of his knowledge by us in every 
place” (2 Corinthians 2:14).

 



Sunday,  January 5, 2014
9:30 A.M. 

Song at Bible Class ..................................Brian Kenyon
Prayer ........................................................ Stacey Paulin

10:30 A.M.    
Announcements ........................................Frank Hamby
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer .....................................David Anderson
Closing Prayer ....................................... Tyler Anderson
                                      6:00 P.M. 
Song Leader .................................................. Jim Turner
Opening Prayer ....................................... Jason Hendrix
Closing Prayer .................................................. Phil Fife
Greeters ......................................Kenny  & Reba French
Att. Cards .................Quadarius Askew & Paul Sweeney
Open & Close Building ........................... Jason Hendrix

Wed. January 8, 2014
Song Leader  ................................................Ken Walker
Opening Prayer ..............................................Jeff Bingle
Closing Prayer ........................................ Jason Hendrix

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Jason Hendrix, so he can 

get a replacement - 537-0857 

January 12, 2014    
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ..................................... Kyle Bingle
Prayer .......................................................... C. J. Grimes

10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ........................................Frank Hamby
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer .......................................  Josh Estridge
Closing Prayer ............................................. Kyle Bingle
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader .................................................. Jim Turner
Opening Prayer .........................................Steve Hunley
Closing Prayer .........................................Kenny French
Greeters ........................................ The Anderson Family
 Att. Cards......... ......... Paul Sweeney & Ian Enamorado
Open & Close Building ........................... Jason Hendrix

Wed. January 15, 2014
Song Leader ............................................David Williams 
Opening Prayer .........................................Steve Hunley 
Closing Prayer ..........................................Brian Kenyon 

~   HOW WE ARE GIVING   ~  .  
Dec. 08 ................................. $5,483.02
Dec. 15  ................................ $5,665.95
Dec. 22 ................................. $4,915.23
Dec. 29  .............................. $10,386.45
Contribution Average ......... $4,315.10
2013 Weekly Budget ........... $4,255.13

SCHEDULED TO SERVEPrayer List
Our Members: Sam Bolding is at Oakbridge Health Care 

Center for rehab, room 118. Please, no visitors at this 
time. Ron Ford has an inflamed pancreas, & was unable 
to attend services Sunday. Joyce Burbage,  Duane Nel-
son, Ann Howard, JoAnn Hoback, Jacquelin Dopwell, 
Margaret Coone & Sharon Washington. 

Relatives: Lois Stewart, Danny Stephens, Dorothy Trice, 
Lewis Tillis, Darnell Kirkland & Annie Beth Coone.

Shut In Members: Artis Bassett, Virginia Plumlee.
Others: Timothy Teel, Allison Bridgemohan, Ann Caldwell, 

Michael Ray, Christina Fuessner, Steve Roberts, Bonnie 
Hendricks, Kathy Peel, & Brandon Dalrinkly 

Upcoming Events 
Jan. 4th -The Ladies Brunch will be at the Central Church 

of Christ in Winter Haven at 9:00 am.
Jan 5th - “Fellowship in Service” after our evening worship 

service. Bring finger foods to share in the fellowship.
Jan. 18th - The Mens Breakfast will be at the Orange St. 

Church of Christ in Auburndale at 8:00 am.
Jan. 20th -23rd, 2014:  FSOP 39th Annual Lectureship. 

Visitors
Leo & Lola Brewer, Barbara Farmer, Cathy Garland, 

Zachary & Brian. Alicia Smith & Letraile.

FSOP Ladies Classes
The monthly FSOP classes for women will be January 

14th and February 18th. Katy Franson from the Kissimmee 
congregation will be the speaker.  Classes are open to all ladies 
to attend & they are held each evening from 7:00 to 8:30 pm 
in the fellowship hall.

Men’s Leadership Day
Men, do not forget to mark your calendars for February 

15, 2014. This is our Men’s Leadership Day.  So. Fla. Ave. 
Church of Christ will be hosting this event We want all men, 
including elders, deacons, and all other male members to attend. 
Breakfast will be served  at 8:00 am. 

January
Jeremy Padilla ............... Table  ..................... Kyle Williams
Fred Strickland .............. Assist ........................Ken Walker

HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
This Week’s Message
“ Home Sale”

1230 or 1430 on radio dial or web page
www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com


