
ELDERS
David Anderson

Brian Kenyon 
Bobby Sheumaker

DEACONS
Tyler Anderson
Jason Hendrix
Stacey Paulin

MINISTER
Steven Ford

OFFICE PHONE
(863) 682-4702 

EMAIL
SFA.church@gmail.com

________________

SUNDAY SERVICES
  Bible Study...............9:30 a.m.
  Worship...................10:30 a.m.
 Evening Worship........6:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
  Ladies Class...........10:00 a.m.
  Bible Study................6:30 p.m.

WEB PAGE
SouthFloridaAvenueChurchOfChrist.com

Find us on
YouTube & Facebook

________________

HOME OF
Florida School of Preaching

since 1969
_________________

MISSION FIELDS
Dub Hill ....................... Russia
Don Iverson ................... India
Marc Veary ...... Malawi, Africa
Graham McDonald ..... Scotland
J. Paguaga ............. Honduras
Ted Wheeler ....... Ghana, W.A.

1807 S. Florida Ave.
Lakeland, FL  33803         

  Vol. 79  No. 52 December 30, 2025

MESSENGERMESSENGER

South Florida Avenue
    CHURCH OF CHRIST

2025: A Year In Review 
Steven Ford

What a blessing to be able to enjoy another year. For many, the new year 
represents a time to set new goals, try new things, and perhaps gain new 
knowledge. For others, the new year offers a quiet reflection on the ups and 
downs of the previous year. Perhaps a focus on areas to improve or skills to 
enhance. Whatever the case, each person that is still on this side of life can 
say they are blessed! God has been as good as always in allowing us to be the 
recipients of His loving care. As we look back at 2025 as a congregation, we have 
much for which we can be thankful. 

Worship
Over the course of the year, we were blessed to enjoy collective worship 

to our Lord. Each week we gathered to offer songs of praise, prayers and 
supplications, hear gospel preaching, take communion, and make a financial 
contribution. There were fifty-two Sundays and fifty-three Wednesdays that 
we had opportunities to worship together. That roughly translates to 104 hours 
for Sunday mornings, fifty-two hours for Sunday nights, and 106 hours for 
Wednesday nights. All totaled, there were 262 hours that the saints gathered for 
worship. 

Each hour spent together was in an effort to glorify God and edify the saints. 
There were numerous brothers that led songs, prayers, distributed the Lord’s 
supper, offered devotions, and preached sermons. As a congregation, we are 
doubly blessed with individuals that are both willing and able to serve within 
our worship services. To God be the glory!  Let us continue to encourage our 
younger and older men to use their abilities to honor God. Every person’s gifts 
are needed and important (1 Corinthians 12:12-27). 

Fellowship
In addition to the year of worship we enjoyed, there were also several 

opportunities for fellowship. It can be challenging for the members of a 
congregation to get to know one another well if they only interact in worship. 
Each week before worship the church building was alive with conversation and 
laughter. How encouraging it was to see the seniors who have assembled in spite 
of health challenges. On the other hand, it was sweet to see (and hear) the young 
children as they found their little friends and shuffled off to their classes. Whether 
before worship or after worship, we showed ourselves to be a congregation that 
really loved to share in Christian fellowship.

In addition to the periods surrounding our services, there were numerous 
occasions to enjoy the fellowship of the brethren. There were the weekly game



nights that brought closeness through competition. Friday nights in the fellowship hall were always fun. 
Members, both young and old, came to play games, share laughs, and enjoy a tasty treat or two. Aside 
from the larger and more formal occasions, various members traveled to each other’s homes, shared meals, 
attended events, and took time to enjoy one another’s company. Whether formal or informal, large or small, 
we took time to get to know one another. The shared fellowship was strengthening and encouraging. May 
these efforts continue and increase in the years to come. 

Instruction
Many congregations struggle when it comes to having (and keeping) teachers for the Bible classes. Here 

at South Florida Avenue, we were blessed in 2025 to have members willing and qualified to teach and assist 
in classes for all ages. A person cannot be expected to do that which he does not know. Further, a person 
cannot be expected to know that which he has never been taught (cf. Romans 10:13-15). The need for teachers 
will never cease. All souls, from youth on up, needed biblical instruction to be able to obey that which has 
been written. Over the past year, there have been numerous men and women who have volunteered to teach 
and assist in classes. 

Week in and week out these faithful and loving members prepared themselves to engage the minds 
of those who assembled to learn. Whether it was teaching little one to sing, “Jesus loves me,” or fielding 
questions in the adult classes, our teachers were fantastic! We had classes for all ages on Sundays and 
Wednesdays. We even had a weekly class for those newly converted to Christ. As if that were not enough, 
there were even ladies classes that met on Tuesday evenings and Wednesday mornings. There was no 
shortage of opportunities to learn! Thank God for our teachers and helpers! 

Outreach & Evangelism
We were effective at reaching inward to build up the body of Christ at SFA. We also did well in reaching 

out to those in our immediate community. We saw the needs and helped to meet them through various 
means (cf. Galatians 6:10). Our “Clothes and Houseware Giveaway Day” was a booming success. There were 
so many individuals and families who were struggling financially, and our effort served to assist them in 
obtaining some much needed items. It also served as an opportunity to reach out and offer free Bible studies 
to those interested. Members of our community got to see Christian love in action (Jas. 2:17-18). 

We also had a door-knocking day to invite our neighbors to hear the Gospel. There were several members, 
both young and old, who went together to canvas the neighborhood. We met at the building, distributed 
maps, got into small groups, and hit the streets. We will never be able to fully know the impact of those 
efforts, but God knows (1 Corinthians 3:6). 

Baptisms & Restorations
Few things can evoke as much joy as souls being added to the body of Christ. We rejoice not that our 

local numbers are increasing, though that is a byproduct, but we rejoice because souls are being saved from 
sin and the kingdom of our King has increased! We had six new souls added by the Lord to the church here 
(cf. Acts 2:47). We know that there is room for more so we will continue to sow the seed, hold Bible studies, 
teach our children, and engage our friends and neighbors. May the waters of our baptistery stay in use!

In as much as we rejoiced with those who obeyed the Gospel, we were equally joyous over those who 
repented and renewed their relationship with the Lord. Both occasions brought glory to God and strength 
to the local body of Christ. Let us continue to stir one another on to love and good works (Hebrews 10:24). 

Final Thoughts
Last year had many ups and downs. There were souls added and restored and there were souls that 

strained to maintain their faith. Some members moved away and others moved in to serve with us. There 
were babies born and some souls that ended their earthly journeys. There were tears and     (continued on page 3)



Current: Kenny French and family as they mourn the loss of their 
beloved Reba. Rolinda Moore is now home and recovering.  Flo Duffy 
eye issues.  George Davis is back in rehab at the Club at Lake Gibson. 
Prayers for improved health. David Deal has asked for prayers.
Continual: Ron Ford health issues; Ron Jones, Jr. (son of Judy Ford) 
has lung cancer. Prayers for healing. Ronny Lynn health issues; Patti Van 
Allen has health issues; Jim Turner cancer and other health concerns; 
Jeff Bingle started a new trial treatment for his cancer; Rosetta Vargas 
cancer and other health issues;  Stacey & Toney Wilson health issues; 
Carlene Long health & strength; Rolinda Moore health concerns; Cheryl 
Barker health issues; Melody Baxter health issues; Rachel Zapata is 
having health issues..

Shut-ins: June Cooper, Kenny French, Barbara Jones, Charles Paulin, 
Helen Perrin, Cheryl Barker.

Family Matters Scheduled to Serve in JanuaryScheduled to Serve in January
Designated Elder Bobby Sheumaker 

Wednesday, December 31, 2025Wednesday, December 31, 2025
Announcements Frank Hamby
Song Leader / Prayer David  Williams
Devotional / Invitation Bobby Sheumaker
Closing Prayer George Medley

Sunday, January 4, 2026Sunday, January 4, 2026
10:30 am Sermon Steven Ford

"At The Waters Edge" (Exodus 14:10-14)

6:00 pm Sermon Steven Ford

"The Lord Hears" (1 Peter 3:12)

Those to Serve 10:30 amThose to Serve 10:30 am
Greeters J. & K. Sweeney
Song/Pray before class Frank Hamby
Announcements (both) Tucker Sweeney
Song Leader Craig Ross
Prayer / Bible reading Josh Estridge
Lord's Table (both) Andre' Medley
Closing Prayer Jeff Bingle
Open/Close Building David Anderson
Sound Booth (both) Hendrix/Grimes

Those to Serve 6:00 pmThose to Serve 6:00 pm
Greeters Olivia & Ingrid
Announcements Tucker Sweeney
Song Leader Craig Ross
Prayer / Bible reading Chester Johnson
Closing Prayer Allen Grimes

Wednesday, January 7, 2026Wednesday, January 7, 2026
Announcements Stacey Paulin
Song Leader / Prayer Calvin Harris
Devotional / Invitation Craig Ross
Closing Prayer David Anderson

How We Are GivingHow We Are Giving
December 14 $6,693.00
December 21 $5,899.00
December 28 $7,601.00
Contribution Average $7,390.91
Weekly Budget $7,410.00

  If you cannot serve as 
scheduled, please notify 

Stacey or the office. 
Even if you arrange your 

replacement, please notify 
Stacey or the office. Thanks!

2025: A Year in Review . . . 
(continued from page 2)

there was laughter. This new year will likely have much of the 
same. There are at least two certainties that this year will hold. 
First, if the Lord does not return, there will be opportunities to do 
good. We can help others in need. We can share the good news, 
and we can demonstrate the love of the Lord. Second, Jesus will 
still be the reigning King of the universe. No matter what comes 
to be in 2026, we can rest assured that everything will be okay. 
Our sovereign King will never leave or forsake His kingdom 
(Matthew 28:20; Hebrews 13:5). Our loving Bridegroom will 
forever cherish His bride, the church (Revelation 21:2, 9). Our 
faithful High Priest will always comfort and love us (Hebrews 
2:17-18). Therefore, let us go into this year with optimism, joy, 
and zeal to serve for the glory of God and the cause of Christ.

Sunday, January 11, 2026, will be our "Purpose Sunday," on 
which the church's finances and proposed budget will be 
discussed. "Purpose cards" will also be given through which 
the shepherds can have a better idea of what to expect in 
contributions. A congregational meeting will immediately follow 
morning worship services. Members, please plan to attend. 

January 12, 2026 will be the first Senior Saints 
meeting of the year @ 10:30 am in the fellowship room. 
Resolve to participate. Hope to see you here!

Don't forget to sign up on the office 
door if you can help during the FSOP 
Lectureship week! There is a job for 
everyone!! See Jagie or Brian with 
any questions! Also, join us for the 
workday on Sat. January 10 at 9 am.
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“Do not remember the former things,
Nor consider the things of old.
Behold, I will do a new thing,

Now it shall spring forth;
Shall you not know it?

I will even make a road in the wilderness
And rivers in the desert. 

-Isaiah 43:18-19- If you prefer to receive the bulletin via email, contact us.If you prefer to receive the bulletin via email, contact us.

Honey Do List
Have you ever left a “honey do list” for your husband?  
I have!  But today I thought, what would it look like if  
Christ left a “honey do list” for us (His Bride)?  I can 
only imagine that it would look something like this:

1.	 Do good unto all men, especially to those who are 
of  the household of  faith. (Gal. 6:10)
2.	 Do everything in love (Let all that you do be done 
with love. 1 Cor. 16:14)
3.	 Do all in the name of  the Lord Jesus (And whatever 
you do in word or deed, do all in the name of  the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. 
Col. 3:17)
4.	 Do unto others as you would have them do unto 
you. (Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, 
do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.  
Matthew 7:12)
5.	 Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, 
when it is in the power of  your hand to do so. (Proverbs 
3:27)
6.	  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 
good. (Romans 12:2)
7.	  Do good! (Depart from evil and do good; Seek 
peace and pursue it. Psalm 34:14)

So the next time we get a little aggravated because our 
spouse has not completed the “honey do list” we left for 
him, let us consider how many things we have  failed to 
do on the “Honey Do List” Christ left for you and me!

"So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him 
(or her) it is sin! " (James 4:17)

Women of the Word                                                                                                                                              Rene' Bingle New Year's 
Bonfire at the 

Kenyon Home  
January 9, 2026

6:00 PM
All are invited!

Feel free to bring your
 discarded trees before then.

No artificial trees please!


