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Things To Remember During the HolidaysThings To Remember During the Holidays
Hiram Kemp

It has been called “the most wonderful time of the year” and for good reason. 
During the holiday season, people are typically nicer than they are throughout the 
year. While we wish the kind spirit and jovial attitude shown by many near the end 
of November and throughout December were a year-round ordeal, we appreciate 
it as long as it lasts, nonetheless. The holidays are a time for family, friends, kind 
gestures, and relaxation. God has given us all things richly to enjoy, and we should be 
thankful for every good thing that ultimately comes from Him (1 Tim. 6:17; Jas. 1:17).
However, in this time of joy and happiness, it is tempting to forget some things that 
Christians should keep close to heart. As God blessed Old Testament Israel with 
deliverance from Egyptian bondage, they developed spiritual amnesia and paid a price 
for it (Psa. 106:13-23). They forgot what they once were—captives to a pagan people. We 
must not allow the good times we enjoy to get us sidetracked spiritually. One of the most 
frequent commands in the New Testament for Christians is the command to remember 
(Luke 17:32; 2 Tim. 2:8; Heb. 13:3). Here are a few things to remember this holiday season. 

GivingGiving
Whether people believe in God or not, a lot of people tend to be in a giving mood 
during the holiday season. While giving to others who are less fortunate is always 
a good thing, that is not the type of giving I have in mind. It may be tempting 
during the holiday season, as we are buying so many gifts and spending on others, 
to forget our contribution to the Lord. The first-century Christians were told to lay 
aside money to give on the first day of the week as they had been prospered by God 
(1 Cor. 16:2). Our giving should be in proportion to how we have been prospered 
by God. We should not cut back on our offering because we want to spend it on 
some gadget for ourselves or someone else. The giving we do toward the Lord’s cause 
and the work of the church is a special contribution. There are many agencies and causes 
that solicit donations during this time of the year. They must all take a “back seat” to the 
giving we have committed to the only eternal cause in the world (Dan. 2:44; Heb. 12:28).    
Remember during this holiday season, we will be challenged to demonstrate the proof 
of our love by remaining consistent in our giving regardless of the extra expenses that 
come up during this time (2 Cor. 8:24). God still loves a cheerful giver, and we should 
cheerfully give back to the One who has given us all that we have (2 Cor. 9:6-7). It is just 
my opinion, but it may be wise to even give a little extra during this time of year to the 
Lord’s work to show our money who is boss and to further commit ourselves by putting 
the kingdom first (Matt. 6:33). Remember your giving this holiday season, and do not 
allow the spending we do on others and on ourselves to cause us to rob God (Mal. 3:8).

GodGod
It seems like a rat race from the time we get up until we pillow our heads at night. 
During the holidays, stores are open later. Many rush from work to get some shopping 
done. Others wait until the weekend and spend all day Saturday hitting the stores to 
capitalize on sales and other things. Again, there is nothing wrong with these things, 
but we must be sure to remember God. You might be thinking, “Of course I will 
remember God; I am no atheist!” But one does not have to renounce his or her belief 
in God to forget Him. How is your devotional life during this time of the year? Is all of 
the decorating, shopping, and running crowding out time for Bible study and prayer? 
Are we so busy on the weekends that we struggle to push through worship on Sunday?



(continued on page 4)

Senior Saints   by John McShane
Tis the annual year-end Holiday season of giving. 
This year is so much different than any of us have 
seen before. It has been a rough year for many 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Many cannot 
celebrate in the usual way of extended family 
gatherings. We seniors, because of existing 
medical problems, are being very careful about 
how we mix with others. We can reach out to 
loved ones and others in different ways. A phone 
call, a handwritten note, or a social distance talk 
with neighbors can go a long way to easing some 
of the stress that we feel. We should also be 
aware that we can offer the gift of eternal life to 
those around us that still need the calming and 
healing hand of Jesus. This is the time of year 
that we should put into practice the words found 
in Acts 20:35. “In all things I have shown you 
that by working hard in this way we must help 
the weak and remember the words of the Lord 
Jesus, how he himself said, It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.” We can do this with love in 
our hearts if we live our life in accordance with 
Matthew 22:36-38. And he said to him, “You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind. This is 
the great and first commandment. And a second 
is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
On these two commandments depend all the 

Law and the Prophets.”

Great Opportunities Great Opportunities 
I know many strong Christians who do not believe in 
doing anything around the holiday season because of 
the erroneous connections often made in the religious 
world concerning the birth of Christ. The truth is no 
man living today knows when Jesus was born. The New 
Testament never tells us to remember His birth or to have 
a special day to honor it. We are told to remember His 
death as we partake of the Lord’s Supper on the first day 
of the week (Matt. 26:26-28; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:23-30). 
While those who are against participating in any holiday 
activities at all are free to exercise their choice in this 
matter of judgment, I think we can make the most of this 
opportunity during this time of the year (Rom. 14:5).   
Remember that during this time of the year people are 
more prepared to hear a word about Jesus and hear things 
concerning the Bible than they probably are at any other 
time. This does not mean we should go along with a 
false narrative to capitalize on the moment. Nor does it 
mean we must arrogantly shout down everyone who is 
mistaken concerning the birth of Christ every chance 
we get. We should be ready to discuss religious matters 
as they come up while we wait in a line or as we check 
out of a store. What if we had a tract ready to distribute 
or a card to invite someone to study the Bible with us? 

The Psalmist encourages God’s people to be still and 
know who is in control (Psa. 46:10). Set aside time 
to search the scriptures and handle the word of truth 
properly (2 Tim. 2:15). Pray throughout the day and not 
just when you are about to eat a meal (1 Thess. 5:17). 
Consider getting on a reading plan of some sort and 
committing to holding fast to your Bible study habits and 
prayer life even in this extremely busy time. Anybody 
who is too busy for God is too busy. You may not always 
feel like reading the Bible and praying, but there is not 
a time when you do not need it (Matt. 4:4). It seems 
that this time of the year, it is hard to stay in the Word 
because of family and traveling, but remember to stick 
with it. God is not seasonal in His blessings, let’s not be 
seasonal in our devotion to Him (Mal. 3:6; Heb. 13:8).
 

GrievingGrieving
Many people are in different stages of life. For some, this 
is the first holiday season with their spouse or with a new 
baby. For others, this is the first Christmas without a 
loved one or potentially the last holiday season with a 
loved one as the medical prognosis does not look good. 
Christians are instructed by the Holy Spirit to rejoice 
with those who rejoice and weep with those who weep 
(Rom. 12:15). We can enjoy the blessings of this time of 
year without forgetting that it is not a happy and jolly 
time for everyone. This does not mean that we should 
feel guilty about the good that has come into our lives. 
Yet, we must be emotionally flexible as we see others are 
in a different stage of life. Jesus knew He would raise 
Lazarus from the dead, but He still wept as He saw 
the hurt in the heart of Lazarus’ sisters and the pain 
that sin caused (John 11:35). Remember that some 
are grieving. A card, a hug, or a listening ear goes a 
long way. May we not be so caught up in our lives that 
we forget to invest in the lives of others (Phil. 2:4).

GratitudeGratitude
Social media has allowed us to peek into everyone’s 
backyard and see how others are doing in many areas 
of life. It is not a bad thing, but sometimes comparison 
becomes the thief of joy as we are unable to count our 
blessings because we are overly concerned with what 
others have (2 Cor. 10:12). Remember gratitude this 
holiday season. Be grateful for the measure of health 
you have, and thank the God who gave it. Appreciate 
the family that you have and the smiles and laughs 
you can enjoy together because circumstances often 
change before we know it. In every situation, we can 
give thanks, even when we wish things were better 
(1 Thess. 5:18). God’s goodness causes our hearts 
to swell with gratitude and is expressed as we give 
thanks (Eph. 5:20). If someone thinks of you and 
gets you a present, remember to be grateful, even if 
it was not exactly what you wanted or if you asked 
for something else. We tell children to be grateful, 
but many times adults fail to set the right example 
(Prov. 23:26). In a world of complaining and pouting, 
we can shine our light as we carry our gratitude past 
the Thanksgiving meal and into every season of our 
lives. Remember to be grateful this holiday season.



SCHEDULED TO SERVE
December

Designated Elder - Brian Kenyon

ASSEMBLING UPDATE
We still encourage those who do not feel well 
and those who consider themselves high-risk 

to stay at home.
To side with caution, we are still requiring 
masks to be worn upon entering the 

building as we have since July 2.
We will continue live-streaming the services 
on YouTube as we have since March 22. 

Thank you for your cooperation.  - Elders

Sunday, December 20, 2020Sunday, December 20, 2020
 10:30 A.M.

Sermon ........................... Vince Daugherty
"A Christian View of Christmas"

6:00 P.M.
Sermon .......................... Vince Daugherty

"Satan's Abuse of Scripture"
Matthew 4:1-11

 2020 at a Glance
Attendance Avg. 

Sun. Bible class:          94
AM worship:              117
PM worship:                87
Wed. Bible class:         73

Responses 
Baptisms                         14
Public responses             28
New memberships         13

Updates & prayer reqUests
Adeline Hine, Chaz & Molly Hine's 3 year old daughter, has 
stage 2 kidney cancer. She has started the first of 6 chemotherapy 
treatments. Please contact Stephanie Kenyon, Jessica Anderson, or 

Dee Parramore if you would like to help Chaz & Molly.
Evelyn Wyatt is in the hospital because of internal bleeding. 
Doctors believe it was from medication. She may be discharged 

Wednesday.
Sharon Washington is in LRMC with health problems.

Bill Fife, Phil Fife's brother in Michgan, is on a ventilator with 
covid. Prognosis is not good.

Tony Waldron, Jr., Janis Waldron's son, is in Brandon Regional 
with double pneumonia.

Butch Carr, former member, has been diagnosed with covid but 
has mild symptoms.

Elmer Wise, Janie Wise's brother, also has covid and is very sick.

SFA FAMILY MATTERS
“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” James 5:16

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~   
Dec. 6 .............................................. $9,085.00
Dec. 13 .......................................... $20,853.00
Dec. 20 ............................................ $9,707.50
Contribution Average .................... $7,481.73

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not 
hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” 

Matt. 19:14

10:30 A.M.
Open/Close bldg (both services) ...... Jimmy Sweeney 
Greeters ..............................................  Shearer 
Song/prayer before class .... Tucker Sweeney
Announcements ............. Bobby Sheumaker
A.M. Song Leader ................... Rick Kenyon
Scripture reading/Prayer ............ Alex Parramore
Lord’s Table ........................ Wesley Brunson
Closing Prayer ..................... Jimmy Sweeney

6:00 P.M.
Greeters ........................................ E&C Smith
P.M. Song Leader .................... Rick Kenyon
Scripture reading/Prayer ........Jimmy Sweeney
Lord’s Table ........................ Wesley Brunson
Closing Prayer ...................Nigel St. Bernard

Remember our Shut-ins
Faith West           Joyce Burbage          Carol Eason    

 Ellen Shearer     Chuck & Evelyn Wyatt
Phone numbers are in the directory. Let's call to let 

them know we miss them and love them.

Wednesday, December 23, 2020
Song Leader/Prayer ................ Kyle Bingle
Devo ...................................... Eric Bowman
Closing Prayer .................. David Anderson

Our Members: 
Bob Pratt          Brenda Mask        Carol Edmonson
Chuck & Evelyn Wyatt    Linda McShane        Wayne Shearer
Adeline Hine          Bernetta Green         Ray Nashick
Bill & Carlene Long         Bobby Simpson        Melody Baxter
Ciera Edwards         Brian Smith              Geny Johnson
Kathy Nester          Jim Turner                Margaret Coone
Sharon M. Washington     Annette Phillip         George Davis          
Joyce Williams         Ron & Judy Ford      Nikki Williams
Antoine & Marcella Swain

(Please update the office of any changes)

Wednesday, December 30, 2020
Song Leader/prayer ......... Vince Daugherty
Devo ................................. David Anderson
Closing Prayer .............. Bobby Sheumaker

Thank you 
Thank you card from Nikki Williams is on the bulletin board.

The EXTENDED FAMILY and FRIENDS prayer requests are emailed 
every week.



that subject, the first of which began January 22. John Calvin (1509-1564) was a French theologian and Reformer. He was not the first 
to teach the major tenants of his doctrine, but he certainly popularized them. He had (and has) a tremendous, but erroneous influence 
upon the religious world from his day until now. The basic doctrines of “Calvinism” are given by a five point acrostic (T-U-L-I-P). 
The T stands for “total hereditary depravity” (also known as “original sin”). The U stands for “unconditional predestination.” The T 
stands for “limited atonement.” The “I” stands for “irresistible grace.” The “P” stands for “perseverance of the saints” (also known as 
“once saved, always saved”). “Calvinism” must be recognized, understood, and refuted. In the next five bulletins, we will examine
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Psalm 77:11

Women of the Word by Rene' Bingleby Rene' BingleThe Light of LifeThe Light of Life
While scrolling through social media the other day, I saw this quote, "Don't compare your 

life to others. There is no comparison between the sun and the moon. They shine when it's 
their time." 

I thought, doesn't the moon only shine when it is reflecting the light of the sun? We, as 
Christians, only really shine when we are reflecting the light of Christ. The scriptures tell us 

that Jesus is the light of the world, and whoever follows Him will never walk in darkness but 
will have the light of life (John 8:12). 

Therefore, let us all be as the moon and reflect the light of Christ for all the world to see 
(Matthew 5:16), not comparing ourselves to one another but helping one another to "walk 

in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another and the blood of Jesus 
His Son cleanses us from all sin (1 John 1:7).

  "I will remember "I will remember 
the works of the the works of the 

Lord;Lord;
Surely I will Surely I will 

remember Your remember Your 
wonders of old."wonders of old."

Paul wanted to be present for Pentecost, not because he 
was bound to do so, but because he viewed it as an open 
door of opportunity (1 Cor. 16:8-9). We should redeem the 
time and be ready to speak with wisdom as we encounter 
those who may have questions or may be interested in 
the gospel during this time of the year (Eph. 5:16; Col. 
4:5-6). Remember that we should preach the gospel year-
round, but it is wise to make the most of the time when 
people are inclined to listen to the soul-saving message. 
It may just be that a seasonal investigator of the Christian 
faith may become a lifelong disciple because we were 
ready to plant the seed and trust God to give the increase 
(1 Cor. 3:6; 1 Pet. 3:15). Pray for open doors. Then, have 
the courage to walk through those doors. Remember 

the opportunities that abound this season (Col. 4:2-4). 

I hope you enjoy the holidays. I pray that you will use the 
time given by God to His glory and make the most of it. 
You may forget a lot of things but remember the eternal 
things. The holiday season is a time full of potential. We 
can use this season to deepen our faith and commitment to 
the Lord. This time of the year is wonderful because the 
God we serve is infinitely wonderful. May we repeat the 
words of the Psalmist, “You have multiplied, O Lord my 
God, your wondrous deeds and your thoughts toward 
us, none can compare with you! I will proclaim and tell 
of them, yet they are more than can be told” (Psa. 40:5).

(continued from page 2)


