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Seven Marriage Tips from the Word of God
Hiram Kemp

The first human institution given to us from God was marriage. We read of God 
performing the first wedding ceremony between Adam and Eve (Gen. 2:18-24). The 
Bible ends with the marriage between Christ and the church being described in 
magnificent detail (Rev. 19:9, 21:1- 3). In between the first marriage and the final 
marriage, we have a Bible filled with practical wisdom for those of us who are 
married. The Bible fully furnishes us with everything we need to live a godly life 
(2 Pet. 1:3). We must be willing to turn to the scriptures to be directed in every 
area of our lives. When it comes to marriage, we realize that God instituted it, but 
sometimes we may fail to see that He also gives us the necessary tools to have a 
successful and thriving marriage. Here are seven tips from scripture for husbands 
and wives to keep in mind so our marriages will be all that God desires for them to be.
#1: Leave and Cleave (Gen. 2:24)
Husbands and wives must practice the leave and cleave principle so their marriage 
will not be destroyed or fractured by outsiders, including their family members. 
God described husbands and wives as “one flesh." While the one flesh terminology 
in Genesis 2:24 relates to the sexual relationship it involves much more (cf. 1 
Cor. 6:16). A husband and wife become their own family apart from others and 
must separate so they can grow close together. Leaving and cleaving is often a 
temptation for newlyweds. However, mature couples may also struggle to keep 
family, friends, and others out of their business. Our marriages will be healthier 
when we appreciate and apply the leave and cleave mandate of Genesis 2:24.
#2: Husbands, dwell with your wife in knowledge (1 Pet. 3:7)
God tells husbands to dwell with their wives in knowledge because she is the 
weaker vessel. The wife is not weaker from an intellectual standpoint, neither is she 
inferior to the husband in worth (Gal. 3:28). Still, we should remember that there are 
differences between men and women. Peter admonishes husbands to dwell with their 
wives in an understanding way (1 Pet. 3:7, ESV, NASB). This verse also includes 
the command of showing the wife honor. The man who is getting to know his wife’s 
weaknesses, sensitivities, and feelings strengthens his marriage and is doing himself 
a favor. Husbands are to love their wives like Christ loves the church (Eph. 5:25). It 
will do no good to quote passages on submission to a wife we are not loving. The 
husband who loves his wife properly and dwells with her in understanding will 
more often than not receive the submission scripture says he is due (cf. Col. 3:19).
#3: Have Eyes Only for Your Spouse (Prov. 5:15-20)
Marital affairs do not begin in hotel rooms. Affairs start with wandering hearts 
and wandering eyes (Matt. 5:27-28). God made each of us with built-in desires and 
attractions, but we need to use the biblical outlets to fulfill those desires (cf. 1 Cor. 7:2). 
Solomon says we are to drink from our own cistern and be satisfied with the partner 
given to us by God (Prov. 5:15-20). Instead of looking at others and being drawn to 
them, spend more time appreciating the spouse you have. The person who never lusts 
in his or her heart will never be guilty of adultery. We are to guard our hearts with 
all diligence (Prov. 4:23). Take drastic measures to avoid falling into temptation (Matt. 
5:29-30). Be sure to maintain attraction to the one you vowed to spend your life with. 



#6: Don’t Make Your Home a Headache (Prov. 21:9, 19)
Solomon says in more than one place that a brawling or 
contentious woman may push a man to the wilderness or 
the rooftop (Prov. 19:13, 21:9,21:19, 25:24, 27:15). Wives 
should be careful that they do not nag their husband to 
the point that he would rather be anywhere but home. 
Do not make your home a headache instead make it a 
safe haven. Try your best to get along with your spouse 
without nitpicking and being overly critical. Both 
men and women can be guilty of behaving in such a 
way that the home is not a place of refuge but instead 
a place of riot and frustration. We should do what we 
can to be sure our homes are places of tranquility and 
rest and that our spouse enjoys being there with us.
#7: Go to Heaven Together (1 Pet. 3:7)
Jesus taught the Sadducees that marriage is a temporary 
arrangement. In heaven, there will no longer be marriage 
(Matt. 22:29-30). Nevertheless, while we are on earth, we 
should live with our spouse in such a way that ensures 
we both get to heaven together. Peter describes Christian 
couples as “heirs together of the grace of life” (1 Pet. 3:7). 
If a husband and wife are in Christ, it should be their goal 
to help each other continue to walk in the light together 
and meet God in peace (1 Jn. 1:7). Come to worship 
together, read the Bible together, pray together often, and 
encourage each other to attend every assembly possible 
(Heb. 10:24). If your spouse is not a Christian, be a good 
example, be wise with your words and pray for them daily 
(cf. 1 Pet. 3:1-2). The ultimate goal for every marriage 
is to help each other get to heaven (cf. 1 Thess. 3:8)!

We should have eyes only for our spouse while we 
remember the Lord’s eyes are on us (Prov. 5:21; Heb.  13:4).
#4: Do Not Postpone Appreciation & Compliments 
(Song of Solomon 4:1-7)
Do not wait for Valentine’s Day or anniversaries to 
show appreciation to your spouse. We would be wise 
to compliment our spouse and do nice things on special 
occasions, but we must not wait for special occasions 
to express love and devotion. The Song of Solomon 
is a book that shows us how to speak to each other as 
couples. Both the man and the woman in this book speak 
of each other in glowing and affectionate ways. It does 
not seem that there was a special occasion that brought 
on the comments. They just genuinely loved each other; 
we should learn from them (Song of Solomon 6:4-10). If 
we wait to tell our spouse how much they mean to us and 
how beautiful or handsome they are we may wait too late. 
It does not take much work to find something daily to 
complain about, we must do the hard work of emphasizing 
the positive over the negative. Find something to 
compliment your spouse about daily and do it. If you love 
your spouse (and I’m sure you do), say it now and often!
#5: Wives, Submit Like God says for God’s sake (Col. 
3:18; Titus 2:3-5)
Most Bible students are familiar with the command for 
wives to submit to their husbands (Eph. 5:22; Col. 3:18). 
However, one of the reasons for the wife’s submission 
may be underemphasized. Indeed, wives are to submit 
because the husband is the head of the wife (Eph. 5:23), but 
Paul also tells Titus to be sure that women know they are 
to love their husbands and fulfill their role so the Word of 
God is not blasphemed (Titus 2:3-5). Wives should submit 
to their husbands because God says so. They should also 
keep in mind that a failure to submit may cause some to 
speak ill of God’s Word. One way for Christian women to 
shine their light in a dark world is to be a submissive wife.

Senior SaintsSenior Saints      by Jim Turner

God Won’t Give the Increase,
If We Don’t Sow the Seed!

One of the reasons the church is not growing like 
it once did is church members are not sowing the 
seed of God’s word like they once did. We cannot 
expect fruit to grow if fruit seeds are not planted. 
Likewise, people will not become Christians if the 
seed of God’s word is not planted in their hearts 
(Mt. 13:23). Consider two examples. First, the 
Ethiopian eunuch was searching for answers 
when the Holy Spirit told Philip to join himself 
to the chariot. Philip preached Jesus, and the 
eunuch was baptized (Acts 8:35-38). What if 
Philip refused to sow the seed? Second, Saul of 
Tarsus was seeking to destroy the church when 
Jesus appeared to him. The Lord told Ananias 
to find Saul and teach him (Acts 9:15-17). Their 
study ended when Ananias asked, “Why tarriest 
thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy 
sins, calling on the name of the Lord” (Acts 22:16). 
What if Ananias refused to sow the seed? Jesus 
came to seek and save the lost (Lk. 19:10). There 
are many lost souls today who rely on us to sow 
the seed. What would Jesus think if we refuse?

by Vince Daugherty
“Children obey your parents in the Lord for this is 

right.” (Ephesians 6:1)

If loving the Lord with all of our heart, soul, mind, and 
strength is the first of all the commands, and loving my 
neighbor as myself is the second of all the commandments 
(Mark 12:29-31), then for children, Ephesians 6:1 should 
be the third greatest command.  How do I show how 
much I love and want to honor God? By obeying my 
parents.  This passage is not hard to memorize and 
should come to our minds when our parents tell us to 
clean our rooms, be nice to our brothers and sisters, and 
not back talking when our parents are speaking.  When 
we do obey our parents, God is pleased, and we are doing 
what is right.  While this passage is not long and easy to 
memorize, it can be harder to put into practice.  Godly 
parents love their children and want what is best for 
their kids.  So, even when they tell you to do something 
hard or not very fun, honor God by obeying your 
parents.  Practice obeying your parents even in the little 
things.  You will be pleasing to God, pleasing to your 
parents, and a good example to your friends and siblings.

YOUTH GROUP



SCHEDULED TO SERVE
November

Designated Elder - Bobby Sheumaker

ASSEMBLING UPDATE
We still encourage those who do not feel well 
and those who consider themselves high-risk 

to stay at home.
The City of Lakeland discontinued their 
mandatory face mask mandate on Oct. 5.
However, to side with caution, we are still 
requiring masks to be worn upon entering 

the building as we have since July 2.
We will continue live-streaming the services 
on YouTube as we have since March 22. 

Thank you for your cooperation.  - Elders

Sunday, November 22, 2020Sunday, November 22, 2020
 10:30 A.M.

Sermon ............................. Hiram Kemp
"What Everyone Must Believe About Jesus"

1 Timothy 3:16

6:00 P.M.
Sermon .......................... Hiram Kemp

"Amaziah: From Ruler to Ruin"
2 Chronicles 25

Updates & prayer reqUests
Johnny Singh requests prayers for his visa situation to be 

resolved quickly and can to return to the U.S. soon.
Eric Bowman requests prayers for his cousin, Fred Maynard, 

who has heart problems but needs to have knee surgery. 
Kathy Nester's daughter, Gina, has been in the hospital in 
Michigan for over a week with a kidney infection and Lupus 

complications.

SFA FAMILY MATTERS
“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” James 5:16

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~   
Nov. 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $8,422.75
Nov. 8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $7,660.00
Nov. 15 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $6,889.00
Contr ibution Average . . . . . . . . . .  $7,143.30

5th Sunday Collection
November 29th is the 5th Sunday collection for the Building Fund. 
If you would like to give additional funds, there are designated 
envelopes in the foyer. Please place it in the collection plate. You 
can also mail or bring your contribution to the office. Be sure to 

designate the contribution as part of the Building Fund. 
It will be collected by the elders.

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not 
hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” 

Matt. 19:14

Responses
Debbie Bush states she's glad to be back from pre-lockdown and 
wants to do better with studying the Word, and to be a faithful 

Christian.

10:30 A.M.
Open/Close bldg (both services) ....... Brian Kenyon 
Song/prayer before class ........... Kyle Bingle
Announcements ............. Bobby Sheumaker
A.M. Song Leader ............. Vince Daugherty
Scripture reading/Prayer ............... Rick Kenyon
Lord’s Table ......................... Alex Parramore
Closing Prayer ............................. Jeff Bingle

6:00 P.M.
P.M. Song Leader ............... Tucker Sweeney
Scripture reading/Prayer ........ Wesley Brunson
Lord’s Table ....................... Alex Parramore
Closing Prayer .................... David Anderson

Remember our Shut-ins
Faith West   Joyce Burbage    Carol Eason    

 Ellen Shearer     Chuck & Evelyn Wyatt

Wednesday, November 25, 2020
Song Leader/Prayer ............. Brian Kenyon
Devo .............................. Bobby Sheumaker
Closing Prayer ..................... Charles Paulin

Our Members: 
Bob Pratt          Brenda Mask        Carol Edmonson
Chuck & Evelyn Wyatt    Linda McShane        Stacey Wilson
Darlene Thompson         Bernetta Green         Ray Nashick
Bill & Carlene Long         Bobby Simpson        Melody Baxter
Ciera Edwards         Brian Smith              Geny Johnson
Kathy Nester          Jim Turner                Margaret Coone
Sharon M. Washington     Annette Phillip         George Davis          
Joyce Williams        Ron & Judy Ford
Antoine & Marcella Swain

(Please update the office of any changes)

Wednesday, November 18, 2020
Song Leader/prayer ............ Vince Daugherty
Devo ............................. GOSPEL MEETING
Closing Prayer ..................... Brian Kenyon

OUR P� YERS AND CONDOLENCES
Becky Shuemaker's brother-in-law, Trevor Hutchins, passed 
away last Tuesday. Please pray for Sandy, Becky's sister, 

Trevor's wife, and their children and grandchildren.

Denise Gulizia's son, Justin Slaten, passed away last Friday 
at the age of 22. Please keep Denise and her family in your 

prayers. 

The EXTENDED FAMILY and FRIENDS prayer requests are emailed 
every week.



that subject, the first of which began January 22. John Calvin (1509-1564) was a French theologian and Reformer. He was not the first 
to teach the major tenants of his doctrine, but he certainly popularized them. He had (and has) a tremendous, but erroneous influence 
upon the religious world from his day until now. The basic doctrines of “Calvinism” are given by a five point acrostic (T-U-L-I-P). 
The T stands for “total hereditary depravity” (also known as “original sin”). The U stands for “unconditional predestination.” The T 
stands for “limited atonement.” The “I” stands for “irresistible grace.” The “P” stands for “perseverance of the saints” (also known as 
“once saved, always saved”). “Calvinism” must be recognized, understood, and refuted. In the next five bulletins, we will examine
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"Blessed are those "Blessed are those 
who are called to who are called to 

the marriage supper the marriage supper 
of the Lamb!"of the Lamb!"

Revelation 19:9

Women of the Word by Brittani KempA Lesson From the Life of DavidA Lesson From the Life of David
For the past month, I’ve been studying the life of King David. While David may be famously known for 
slaying the giant Goliath or committing adultery with Bathsheba and trying to cover it up, his words 
in 2 Samuel 24 stuck with me. After David disobeyed God by numbering the people (2 Sam. 24:1-
9), Gad, a prophet of the Lord and David’s seer, came to the king with a message from God giving 
him three options of punishment (2 Sam. 24:11-13). David answered Gad and said, "Let us fall into the 
hand of the Lord, for His mercy is great; but let me not fall into the hand of man" (2 Sam. 24:14).

Matthew 10:28 immediately came to mind. God gives righteous judgment to all. Any punishment 
we receive is rightly given. God’s punishment is still far more merciful than what man can do to us. 
David, I believe, understood the unconditional love and mercy God has for us which is why God’s 
just punishment is far better than anything man could ever do to us (Ps. 145:8-9). Judgment is 
no stranger to our culture today. Sometimes we give it, and other times, we receive it. Most times, 
we don’t have all the facts needed to make the right judgment call, but God does. He has all the 
facts, and when the time comes, He will make the right judgment call for each individual (Rom. 2:2).

How to Correct Religious ErrorHow to Correct Religious Error
Put teachers to the test (Put teachers to the test (1 John 4:11 John 4:1))

Test everything and hold to the good Test everything and hold to the good 
((1 Thessalonians 5:211 Thessalonians 5:21))

Correct gently and in love (Correct gently and in love (Acts 18:24-28Acts 18:24-28))

Know the truth (Know the truth (John 8:32John 8:32))

Handle the truth properly Handle the truth properly 
((2 Timothy 2:15-162 Timothy 2:15-16))

Speak up against it & do not compromise Speak up against it & do not compromise 
((Galatians 2:5Galatians 2:5))

Think of saving souls (Think of saving souls (2 Timothy 2:24-262 Timothy 2:24-26))

Teach the truth in loveTeach the truth in love
((Ephesians 4:14-16Ephesians 4:14-16))

The plan of salvation in the 
book of ROMANS________________________

Belief is essential 
Romans 1:16

God’s goodness leads to repentance 
Romans 2:4

Confession leads to salvation 
Romans 10:9-10

Baptism puts one into Christ 
Romans 6:3

Rise from baptism to live in newness 
of life 

Romans 6:4-8


