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MaturityMaturity
Maturity receives several definitions for different uses in language. 

A mature plant is one that is fully grown and developed. A bond 
that is due has matured. Something that has matured has come to a 

desired or full condition—it is ripe. These definitions—especially the first and 
third—are ever so applicable to the maturity of the Christian’s heart.

While it could never be said that any Christian has grown to perfection, 
Scripture reveals an inspired expectation that time in Christ will bring one to 
more maturity than when he or she began (Hebrews 5:12 -14). Sadly, though, it 
is often the case that those who have been Christians long have not matured in 
knowledge, discernment or character.

Immaturity of character is especially noticeable and troublesome. Such imma-
turity is illustrated biblically in the account of Miriam and Aaron chiding Moses, 
“‘Has the LORD indeed spoken only through Moses? Has He not spoken through 
us also?’” (Numbers 12:2). Such jealousy of positions of authority shows imma-
turity of character. Miriam was struck leprous because of the incident (Numbers 
12:9-10). Ananias and Sapphira could be labeled immature because they sought 
the approval of their peers at the expense of their integrity. They so wanted to look 
good that they lied about how much money they were giving. They lived, appar-
ently, for attention. They were struck dead (Acts 5:1-11).

Numerous modern examples of these types of immaturity could be cited. 
Someone becomes upset because he doesn’t get as much time leading in worship 
services as one of his relatives. A jealous member seethes because he is not even 
considered by the congregation for the eldership. Immaturity often masquerades 
as pride.

Maturity in character might be defined as the fulfillment of one’s responsi-
bilities—even sacrificially—whether one asked for those responsibilities or not. 
Consider Paul, a “chosen vessel” (Acts 9:15) who became a great preacher but 
suffered much for it (2 Corinthians 11:22-33). Yet, he handled it well. In Philip-
pians 3, he listed some of his former claims to fame but rejoiced in counting 
them all loss for the sake of the knowledge of Christ. Then, he admonished ap-
propriately, “Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind…” (Philip-
pians 3:15). Such is maturity of character. Those who are mature fret not at the 
qualities or materials they do not have, but rejoice in coping with the responsi-
bilities they have come to own.

Andy Robison

M



Adam Blaney

In the years preceding the American Civil War, the brotherhood of churches of Christ had begun 
to experience significant unrest. Many were discouraged, feeling the advancement of the cause 
for which they had been laboring was beginning to decline and that the brotherhood stood weak-
ened because of it. This factor, along with many others, contributed to the introduction of human 

innovations and organizations in an attempt to remedy this and other problems. In defense of bringing 
the instrument into the church’s worship, McGarvey records the Broadway church in Lexington, KY, as 
claiming that if the instrument were not implemented, “the future prosperity of the church was at stake” 
(45). Justification for the mission societies and other organizations carried the same tone. G.W. Elley 
wrote, “They [societies] have been advocated as necessary to the increase of the number to be saved” (qtd. 
in West 209, emp. added).

When we work for the cause of leading souls to our Lord, it is sometimes easy to become discouraged 
when we don’t see the results we expect. It may be a temptation, as it was for those gone before, to begin 
seeking new methods—turning to new innovations for the answer to such disappointments. However, the 
advancement of Christianity does not depend upon our own devices or schemes, nor the schemes of others.

There are some today who seek a remedy in unscriptural innovations, the same as those mentioned 
from times past, to promote growth. The answer cannot be found there. Likewise, though much good is 
done by them (and this writer by no means degrades such, fully supports their mission and work, and owes 
a world of growth to them), dependence upon our faithful colleges and schools are not the ultimate answer 
to remedying disappointing growth. When dependence is placed upon things other than the Gospel, we err 
equally, whether they are scriptural or unscriptural.

In 1856, Benjamin Franklin criticized brethren for seeking answers in outside innovations. They need-
ed to hear it, and we would do well to take heed:

If preachers lament that the cause languishes, let them cease scheming about some organization…, 
and go into the field and labor for the Lord’s sake, and for the Lord’s name, as brethren did years ago…
and as certain as God is the author of the Bible, we shall prosper…Preaching is what is needed, fervent, 
soul-stirring preaching, exhortations, entreaties and impressive persuasions with the people to turn to God, 
and be saved. (West 212)

Earl West draws from this statement, and the history surrounding it, a bold and timely conclusion, even 
for today. “…[T]he less devotion men have to Christ the more they stand in need of human organizations” 
(212). Paul, the great missionary, said himself that his plan for church growth consisted of “Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified” (1 Cor. 2:2), rather than appealing to the “signs and wisdom” after which Jews and 
Greeks respectively sought (cf. 1 Cor. 1:21-25). His devotion was to Christ and the message of the Gospel.

When disappointments come, where do we turn? As Franklin said many years ago, preaching is need-
ed above all other efforts. The Gospel is, and will ever be, “…the power of God to salvation, for everyone 
who believes…” (Romans 1:16). If our dependence is placed upon any organization limited by time and 
generations, have we not left the simple plan ordained of God for the spreading of his Kingdom? When 
disappointments come, why not turn back to the message upon which time and generations have no influ-
ence—the Gospel of Christ.
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November 16, 2014    
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ...................................... Jim Turner
Prayer ............................................................. Sam Crow.
                                     10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ................................Bobby Sheumaker
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ...........................................  Kyle Bingle
Closing Prayer ..................................... Jimmy Sw.eeney
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ..............................................Kyle Williams
Opening Prayer .......................................... C. J. Grimes
Closing Prayer ........................................ Antonio Martin
Greeters ....................................... C. J. & Kelcey Grimes
Att. Cards......... ........... Ian Enamorado & Paul Sw.eeney
Open & Close Building ...........................Charles Paulin

Wed. November 19, 2014
Song Leader .................................................. Jim Turner 
Opening Prayer .........................................Steve Hunley 
Closing Prayer ...............................................Jeff Bingle

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231 

Sunday,  November 9, 2014
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ................................. Stacey Paulin
Prayer ........................................................ Josh Estridge
                                     10:30 A.M.    
Announcements ................................Bobby Sheumaker 
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ....................................... Antonio Martin
Closing Prayer .....................................Tucker Sw.eeney
                                      6:00 P.M. 
Song Leader ..............................................Kyle Williams
Opening Prayer ....................................Tucker Sw.eeney
Closing Prayer ........................................... C. J. Grimes
Greeters ............................................... Phil & Dottie Fife
Att. Cards .................Quadarius Askew. & Paul Sw.eeney
Open & Close Building ...........................Charles Paulin
                         Wed. November 12, 2014
Song Leader .............................................  Steve Hunley
Opening Prayer ............................................Ken Walker
Closing Prayer ........................................ Jason Hendrix

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~  .  
Oct  12  ................................ $4,462.25
Oct  19 ................................. $3,694.00
Oct  26 ................................. $4,292.00
Nov 02 .................................. $4,549.00
Contribution Average ..........$4,473.11
2014 Weekly Budget ........... $4,256.38

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

David Anderson ............. Table  ................... David Williams
Paul Romine ................. Assist .....................Josh Estridge

Prayer List
Our Members: Faith West, Jacquelin Dopwell, Rosalind 

Coleman, Dick & Joyce Burbage, Duane Nelson, Mar-
garet Coone & Sharon Washington.

Relatives:   Steve Crow (son of Sam & Judy Crow) is hav-
ing  surgery this week to repair a facial nerve. Jimmy 
Puckett (family member of Bobby Simpson) has cancer. 
Amy Powell is recuperating at home. Joe Shanes, Billy 
Harrison, Bob Kirkland,Wayne Hendrix & Dorothy Trice.

Shut In Members: Ann Howard,Virginia Plumlee, Bill 
Burton.

Others:  Frances Sheffler, Bill Carroll,  Frank Wood, Robie 
DeWitt & Bonnie Hendricks.  

Upcoming Events 
Nov, 7th-9th- Father/Daughter Retreat at CFBC.
Nov. 9th-13th: - Fall Gospel Meeting at Sixth Street Church 

of Christ.  See bulletin board for more information. 
Nov,  9th: - Lads to Leaders will meet.
Nov. 16: - There will be a baby shower for Hiram and Brit-

tani Kemp in the fellowship hall after our evening wor-
ship service. Everyone is invited to attend.

Visitors
    Jane Bitting & Jake Peel, Cheryl Goodall, Larry Ellis. 
Sympathy
      To Stefani & Jeremy Padilla in the passing of her mother,
Suzy Adkins on October 31st in Texas after a short illness. The     
funeral was held November 4th in Livingston, Texas.

November

HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
This Week’s Message

“A Thief of Souls”
1230 or 1430 on radio dial or web page

www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com

~ QUOTABLE QUOTES ~
 Spencer Johnson said, “Happiness is not having what you want, it’s 
wanting what you have.”
 Will Rogers said, “Live in such a way that you would not be ashamed 
to sell your parrot to the town gossip.” 
“If you would master temptation, let Christ master you”
 “If there is anything better than being loved, it is loving.”
 “A slip of the foot you’ll soon recover, but a slip of the tongue may 
last forever.”



Can We Know the Bible Is God’s Word?

The End of Your Search for a Friendly Church . . . 
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Continue to pray for our youth and adult 
mentors as we study together to God’s glory!

Sunday night at 5:45 Our “pew packers” will meet 
to learn and teach basic Bible facts and Galatians, Ephesians, 
Philippians, and Colossians! Encourage and be encouraged!
Saturday, November 9 Our next Lads to Leaders 
day will be here at the building. We appreciate all our adult 
mentors. Our youth will be working on song leading, puppets, 
speech, and a variety of art work and good deeds. Stay tuned 
for specific announcements as the day draws near.
Saturday, November 15 Venice church of Christ 
will host a youth progressive dinner. It begins at 3:00 p.m. at 
their church building. See Brian or Jagie if you want to attend. 
There is limited seating in a personal van, first come/first serve.

It is impossible for there not to be God, the Supreme Being! We noted in the last three bulletins that there are three 
families of arguments containing several sound arguments each, and that only one is needed to prove God’s exis-
tence. Since there is a an all-powerful, all-knowing Supreme Being who created this world, is He capable of inspir-
ing human writers to infallibly write inerrant information? The answer, of course, is a resounding, Yes! Although 
there are many writings that claim to be from God, only one stands the test, and that one is the Bible! Just because 
a book claims to be from God does not mean that it is! The Bible, however, makes the claim and objectively proves 
it. The apostle Paul said that “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God” (2 Tim. 3:16-17). “Given by inspiration 
from God” is translated from a word that literally means “God-breathed.” Peter said that God’s “divine power has 
given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called 
us by glory and virtue” (2 Pet. 1:3). Today, that “knowledge” only comes by the written revelation 
from God, which is  the Bible! In the next few page 4 articles, we will examine in more detail ob-
jective truths in the Bible that show that it could not have originated with mere humans, but that 
the Bible ultimately and necessarily must be supernaturally authored. This is the reason that the 
psalmist said “Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path” (Psalms 119:105).

Can We Know the Bible Is God’s Word?

“Pew Packers” are meeting every Sunday evening at 5:45 to learn the Bible!

part 1

Upcoming Events “Thanks-Living” Pilgrims
Traditionally, we look for Thanks-
giving Day this month, when many 
will enjoy family, food, and football.

Let us be thankful all year, realizing this world 
is not our home, but we, like pilgrims, are just a 
passing through! Let’s live a life of thanksgiving!


