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Brian R. Kenyon

In 1972, the Edgar Winter Group featured a rock instrumental song, titled “Frankenstein,” on their 
album, They Only Come Out at Night. The song was so named because of the monstrous size (which was 
edited down to its 4:44 album length) and because of its “monster-like, lumbering beat” (according to one 
band member). This song is often popular around Halloween, but only because of its name. If a person did 
not know the name of the song, he or she would have no clue as to even be able to randomly guess. Why? 
Because there are no words for a person to tell what the song is about — it is purely instrumental!

The song “Frankenstein” serves as a great illustration of God’s wisdom in authorizing singing without 
mechanical instrumental accompaniment (sometimes called “acapela”) for worship. In First Corinthians 
12–14, Paul addressed the church’s abuse of miraculous spiritual gifts. After defining those gifts and showing 
that all church members are equally important , whether each possessed a miraculous gift (First Corinthians 
12), Paul showed that love must regulate the church’s use of miraculous gifts (1 Corinthians 13:1-7), and that 
miraculous gifts would cease when the written New Testament was completed (1 Corinthians 13:8-13). In 
First Corinthians 14, Paul showed the importance of understanding what was being said in prophesying, 
teaching, praying, and singing in order to edify the church, which is a key motivation for understanding what 
is being communicated verbally in church assemblies (1 Corinthians 14:3, 4, 5, 12, 17, 26). It is in this context 
that Paul wrote, “I will sing with the spirit, and I will also sing with the understanding” (1 Corinthians 14:15). 
Let us further examine singing and understanding as they relate to Scriptural music in worship.

Understanding the words we sing is essential for edification. The word “spirit” in “the spirit … the 
understanding” has been taken by some to mean the Holy Spirit, but it seems best to consider it as the 
human spirit (cf. 1 Corinthians 14:14), although, in the first century, the Holy Spirit may have been directly 
involved. “Singing” is translated from psallo (ψάλλω), which means singing, sing a praise or hymn. In 
Classical Greek (8th-4th centuries BC), the word could mean to pluck the strings of a harp, then to sing with 
the accompaniment of an instrument, but by the time the New Testament was written (AD 1st century), the 
word was used exclusively for singing (see its only other NT occurrences in Romans 15:9; Ephesians 5:19; 
James 5:13). Words mean what they meant when they were written, not what they once meant or might 
mean in the future. For example, we are in no way to think the once popular singer, Patsy Cline (1932-
1963), was homosexual because a line in one of her 1957 releases said she was once “carefree and gay.” We 
do a huge injustice and misrepresentation by reading our contemporary definition of “gay” into something 
composed in the mid-twentieth century! Why would we want to do the same with biblical words?

If the word psallo meant to play an instrument, then every Christian would have to pluck a harp in worship. 
Paul wrote in Ephesians 5:19 that Holy Spirit-filled Christians are to be “speaking to one another in psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing [from psallo] and making melody [also from psallo] in your heart 
to the Lord.” The God-revealed instrument of Scriptural worship music is not mechanical, but the “heart,” 
or mind, where understanding takes place (Matthew 13:15). This is further seen in Colossians 3:16, where 
Paul wrote, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another 
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.” Scriptural worship 
in song must involve “teaching and admonishing one another,” which implies words that are Scriptural. 
Mechanical instruments of music can neither teach nor admonish! Just like the totally instrumental rock 
song “Frankenstein,” mechanical instruments of music in worship cannot fulfil God’s will!  

Let us be satisfied and, in fact, take pleasure in what God has authorized for music in worship—singing 
from the heart! He has not only equipped every person with a heart and mind from which to sing, but He 
also knows what is best for us, taking pleasure in those who do His will (Hebrews 13:15, 20-21). Let us keep 
on teaching and admonishing one another in our singing of psalms, hymns and spiritual songs!

FrankensteinFrankenstein 

& God-Authorized Worship Music



Current:  Jeanelle Thrower is in rehab at Highlands Lake Center. 
Prayers for improved health. Ronald Cox, Jr. is asking the church to pray 
for him and his family. Rolinda Moore will have surgery on December 
12th. Jeff Bingle will begin new treatments soon. Rachel Zapata requests 
prayers for legs and back issues she is struggling with.

Continual: Ronny Lynn health issues; Patti Van Allen has health issues; 
Jim Turner cancer and other health concerns; Jeff Bingle as he continues 
with chemo treatments; Rosetta Vargas cancer and other health issues;  
Stacey & Toney Wilson health issues; Carlene Long health & strength; 
Margaret Coone health issues; Rolinda Moore health concerns; Cheryl 
Barker health issues; Melody Baxter health issues.

Shut-ins: June Cooper, Carol Eason, Kenny & Reba French, Barbara 
Jones, Charles Paulin, Helen Perrin, Cheryl Barker.

Also continue to pray for those on the extended family and friends list!
Extended family and Friends List is Emailed Weekly. 

Family Matters Scheduled to Serve in NovemberScheduled to Serve in November
Designated Elder Bobby Sheumaker 

Wednesday, October 29, 2025Wednesday, October 29, 2025
Announcements Nathan Smith
Song Leader / Prayer Frank Hamby
Devotional / Invitation Brian Kenyon
Closing Prayer Yves Tellusma

Sunday, November 2, 2025Sunday, November 2, 2025
10:30 am Sermon Steven Ford

"Where is the Lamb?" (Genesis 22:4-8)
6:00 pm Sermon Steven Ford

 "Questions & Answers" (Psalm 145:1-6)

Those to Serve 10:30 amThose to Serve 10:30 am
Greeters D. & J. McCarter
Song/Pray before class Frank Hamby
Announcements (both) Jimmy Sweeney
Song Leader David Williams
Prayer / Bible reading Nigel St. Bernard
Lord's Table (both) Josh Epperson
Closing Prayer Chester Johnson
Open/Close Building David Deal
Attendance Cards ---
Sound Booth (both) Hendrix/Grimes

Those to Serve 6:00 pmThose to Serve 6:00 pm
Greeters P. & D. Fife
Announcements Jimmy Sweeney
Song Leader David Williams
Prayer / Bible reading Josh Potvin
Closing Prayer Calvin Harris

Wednesday, November 5, 2025Wednesday, November 5, 2025
Announcements Bobby Sheumaker
Song Leader / Prayer Calvin Harris
Devotional / Invitation Maurice Graham
Closing Prayer Antreon Evans

How We Are GivingHow We Are Giving
October 12 $6,179.00
October 19 $5,032.59
October 26 $5,392.02
Contribution Average $7,170.03
Weekly Budget $7,410.00

  If you cannot serve as 
scheduled, please notify 

Stacey or the office. 
Even if you arrange your 

replacement, please notify 
Stacey or the office. Thanks!

Walk Out of  Darkness/ Suicide
 Awareness Event 

at Lake Hollingsworth on Saturday, November 15, 2025. We will 
be passing out water and snacks to those who will be walking in 
this event. We need cases of bottled water, individually wrapped 

snacks--crackers, granola bars, fruit, etc. If you would like to be a 
part of this event, please see Stacey Paulin.
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"Who is the man who desires life, 
and loves many days, that he may 

see good? 
Keep your tongue from evil, and 
your lips from speaking deceit. 

Depart from evil and do good; see 
peace and pursue it." 

(Psalm 34:12-14 NKJV)
If you prefer to receive the bulletin via email, contact us.If you prefer to receive the bulletin via email, contact us.

  

Are you a BUSYBODY or a BUSY BODY?
The age of technology we live in has brought about many great advances that enable us to reach souls around the world 
very easily and quickly, but with this amazing technology comes new temptations to sin.  I don’t know about you, but I 
often sit down to look up something on my phone and before you know it, I’m seeing that someone’s aunt “Susie” is get-
ting a divorce and someone’s friend from high school  is having a baby out of wedlock and I am getting way too deep into 
people’s business that I have no business being in. God knew technology was coming when He told Peter to write, “But let 
none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a BUSYBODY in other men’s matters.” (1 Peter 4:15)  
God puts the sin of being a busybody right alongside of  murder and stealing!! *That in itself should make us take this 
seriously.  In First Timothy we read “ And withal they learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house, not only idle, 
but tattlers and BUSYBODIES, speaking things which they ought not.”(1 Tim. 5:13) To be a BUSYBODY is a dangerous thing 
and we need to work at resisting the urge to become one. 
     How can we avoid being a BUSYBODY? The answer is pretty simple! We need to become a BUSY BODY! If we are always 
BUSY doing the Lord’s work, we will not have time to be a BUSYBODY! “Our people must learn to devote themselves to 
doing what is good, in order to provide for urgent needs and not live unproductive lives.” (Titus 3:14) “He must turn away 
from evil and do good; He must seek peace and pursue it.” (1 Peter 3:11) Over and over we are told to do good, love others, 
spread the gospel, seek peace, and help others when we can. If we are busy doing all these things we will not have time 
to be BUSYBODIES because we will be BUSY doing the work of the Lord. Jesus left us the perfect example to follow as He, 
even as child, knew that He was to be about His heavenly Father’s business (Luke 2:49). Colossians 4:2 instructs us to 
“Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving.” If we are devoted to prayer and to serving 
the Lord in all that we do we will stay very BUSY! As Christians we can be a BUSY BODY everyday and in doing so we won’t 
have any time left to be a BUSYBODY!

*Definition of BUSYBODY from Cambridge Dictionary - a person who is too interested in things that do not involve them.

Women of the Word                                                                                                                                              Rene' Bingle

UPCOMING EVENTS UPCOMING EVENTS 

November 1 ~ Eagle Lake 10th Annual Men's LectureshipNovember 1 ~ Eagle Lake 10th Annual Men's Lectureship
--------------------------------

November 2-5 ~ Spring Hill Gospel Meeting November 2-5 ~ Spring Hill Gospel Meeting 
------------------------------

November 7-9 ~ WWCC Free Fall Family CampNovember 7-9 ~ WWCC Free Fall Family Camp
--------------------------------

November 11 ~ FSOP Ladies Bible Class @ 6:00 pmNovember 11 ~ FSOP Ladies Bible Class @ 6:00 pm
--------------------------------

November 15 ~ Men's Area Wide Breakfast @ Eagle LakeNovember 15 ~ Men's Area Wide Breakfast @ Eagle Lake
---------------- ---------------- 

Let's Get the Word Out!
In conjunction with our Gospel Meeting, please 
join us as we will go door-to-door in the commu-
nity to invite people to come & hear about Jesus.

Meet at SFA 
Saturday 

Nov. 8
@ 9:00 AM


