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What the Church Owes New Converts
Hiram Kemp

The first Pentecost following Jesus’ resurrection was also the birthday of the 
church. There were about 3,000 people baptized after hearing the first gospel 
sermon preached by Peter and the other apostles (Acts 2:1, 36-38, 41). I’m sure 
this was both an exciting and challenging time for the church. Imagine 3,000 
people in the new converts class! Shortly after Pentecost, the gospel continued 
to spread, and the number of disciples was more than 5,000 (Acts 4:4). It should 
always be our desire that the gospel spread freely and that more individuals and 
families come to know Jesus (2 Thess. 3:1). Along with our desire for the gospel 
to go further and for God to give the increase should come a sobering reminder 
of our responsibility to new converts as the church. The Bible speaks of some of 
the things that new converts must desire for themselves. New Christians should 
desire to grow in the word of God (1 Pet. 2:2; 2 Pet. 3:18). New Christians should 
be sure to attend every possible assembly to grow and be encouraged (Heb. 10:24-
25). However, those of us who have been Christians for some time must consider 
carefully what our responsibilities are to those who are new to the faith. The way 
we respond or fail to respond to new converts could be the difference between 
whether they flourish in their faith or fall away. While it is right to rejoice as 
baptisms are taking place, it is also necessary to evaluate our congregation and 
be sure we are all that we should be for new converts. In this article, I want to 
offer for your consideration a few things every congregation owes new converts.

A Loving Family
The church is the household of God (1 Tim. 3:15). We are family together in Christ 
,and we should operate like the most loving family in the world (1 Cor. 16:14). 
When someone rises from the waters of the baptistry, God does not send them out 
on their own. God adds those who are being saved to the body of Christ (Acts 2:47; 
1 Cor. 12:18). Those of us who are already members of the body must warmly 
receive them. The world will know that we are disciples of Jesus by the love that we 
have for each other (John 13:34-35). New converts will also pick up on our sincerity 
and commitment to the New Testament if they encounter people who have been 
radically shaped by the love of Christ. When the new Christians obeyed the gospel in 
Jerusalem, they immediately encountered Christ-like love from the apostles. Many 
in Jerusalem sold their property and shared their goods for others to have what they 
needed (Acts 2:44-45). This was not a one-time occurrence but took place whenever it 
was necessary (Acts 4:34-37). This had to have a positive impact on the new converts. 
It is not enough to teach people the right doctrine and then fail to live the right way. 
New converts should never enter a congregation where fighting and bickering is the 
norm (Gal. 5:15). We will not be perfect, but we should be growing in Christian 
maturity so that we are not setting a bad example to those who are babes in Christ.
New converts should enter a congregation which welcomes them, loves them, 
and assists them in any way possible as they grow closer to Jesus. It should be 
normal for Christians to show love to one another (2 John 5). Some people who 
become Christians did not grow up with loving family members among their 
physical family. They may have never been hugged or told they were appreciated, 
or did a good job. In Christ we are to show them something different. We 
are to show them the family as God always intended for it to be (John 15:12).
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church, we should be making it easier for them to know the 
truth and do the right thing not harder. Jesus said we were 
better off destroying ourselves than if we caused a new 
convert to stumble. We should all ask ourselves, “If new 
Christians followed me around and walked in my steps, 
would they become more like Jesus or less like him?”

A Chance to Grow and Participate
The adage is, “If you want something done right, you 
have to do it yourself." Jesus never said anything like this.
There is room in the body of Christ for everyone to use 
their talents and gifts to the glory of God (1 Cor. 12:12-
24). The church owes new Christians an opportunity to 
grow in their faith. There should be classes for them to 
attend and things taught so they can grow and flourish. 
If we do not want them to remain babes in the faith, they 
must be fed a steady and healthy diet of the Word of 
God to mature and develop (cf. Heb. 5:11-14). However, 
we must not simply stick them in the classroom and 
lecture to them. New Christians should be allowed to 
volunteer, get involved, and use their talents to God’s 
glory. The sooner a new Christian is involved the more 
likely he or she will stick around. People will remain 
committed to the things they are invested in. Wise 
elders will not turn over a Bible class to new converts 
to teach or allow them to lead prayer immediately after 
their conversion for obvious reasons. Still, if we are wise, 
we will find things for them to do and ways for them to 
serve so they know they are not second-class citizens in 
the kingdom. We should let them fix communion, fold
bulletins, go visiting with us, go door knocking, help 
serve meals, etc. New converts, like seasoned Christians, 
must have works that accompany their faith, and we can 
help with this (James 2:14-26). It is great to see people 
obey the gospel and become Christians. It is always sad 
to see new Christians fall away and leave the church. New 
converts have some personal responsibility concerning 
their faithfulness to God (Rom. 14:12). Likewise, the 
local church has responsibilities to new converts. May 
we all do our part to the glory of God (1 Cor. 10:31)!

Patience
No sensible parent gets angry with a newborn who spits 
up on them. Parents recognize that newborn babies will 
make mistakes and do things wrong on occasion. In 
fact, it will probably be a long time before a child can 
make good decisions and overcome clumsy mistakes. 
When congregations encounter new converts, we should 
keep in mind that they are “babes in Christ”. This does 
not mean we do not challenge them to grow or deepen 
their faith, but we should be patient with them (1 Thess. 
5:14). The fruit of the spirit involved patience and new 
Christians need us to exercise patience toward them 
(Gal. 5:22). Even those of us who have been Christians 
for a few years recognize that we still sin and stumble. 
How much more a recent convert (1 John 1:8, 1:10)?
When a new Christian says something incorrect or does 
something wrong, remember to show patience. Be slow 
to pounce on them and rebuke them for their use of 
denominational terminology or their inability to grasp 
New Testament Christianity in its fullness. Remember to
give them time to grow, and do not rush them along; 
spiritual growth takes time (cf. 2 Pet. 1:5- 11). Again, we 
do not approve error or fail to correct. We just need to do so 
gently and with patience (1 Thess. 2:7). Jesus spent three 
years training the apostles and still recognized some things 
would take a while to grasp (John 16:12). We need to be 
patient with those who are learning the truth and crucifying 
old habits for the first time. If we want God to be patient with 
us, we better be sure to be patient with others (Matt. 7:2).

Do Not Be a Stumbling Block
Jesus had harsh words to say for those who would cause 
“little ones” (i.e. new converts) to stumble (Matt. 18:6). 
We must give careful attention not to put a stumbling 
block in the way of any Christian, but especially those 
who have just begun their walk with Christ (cf. Rom. 
14:13). Our behavior should not encourage them to sin 
or live unrighteous lives but instead to grow more into 
the image of Christ. They will listen to us even when we 
are not paying attention and watch how we interact with 
each other. May they never overhear us gossiping about 
another Christian or tearing someone down with our 
words (James 4:11). We should not endorse false teaching 
or refer them to materials that will confuse them and lead 
them in the wrong direction. As new converts come to the

Senior SaintsSenior Saints    by John McShane

We all know the story of the serpent (snake) 
in the Garden of Eden. It is a lesson there that 
we have all heard multiple times. There is also 
another lesson we can learn from the snakes of 
today. How many times have you noticed a snake 
skin somewhere in your yard? In order to grow 
to maturity, a snake has to shed it’s skin several 
times. I can make an analogy of how we need to 
shed things as we grow to the peak of our maturity. 

Over the next few weeks we will look at things that 
we may need to shed as we go through life. The 
greatest thing that we need to shed is the old person 
in us by going down into the waters of baptism and 
arise a new babe in Christ as told in Acts 2:38, 
“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 
sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit."

Sunday, October 25, 2020
After evening worship service in our parking lot.

Decorate your trunks & fill it with treats!
(Food will not be served this year)

Do not come to worship dressed in costume. 
There will be plenty of time to change.
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SCHEDULED TO SERVE
October

Designated Elder - David Anderson

ASSEMBLING UPDATE
We still encourage those who do not feel well 
and those who consider themselves high-risk 

to stay at home.
The City of Lakeland discontinued their 
mandatory face mask mandate on Oct. 5.
However, to side with caution, we are still 
requiring masks to be worn upon entering 

the building as we have since July 2.
We will continue live-streaming the services 
on YouTube as we have since March 22. 

Thank you for your cooperation.  - Elders

Sunday, October 25, 2020Sunday, October 25, 2020
 10:30 A.M.

Sermon .............................. Hiram Kemp
"A People of Patience and Prayer"

James5:7-18

6:00 P.M.
Sermon ........................... Hiram Kemp
"What the Church Owes New Converts"

Updates & prayer reqUests
Brian Smith was admitted to the hospital for his heart problems. 

He is now home. Thank you for the prayers!
Dennis McCarter had knee replacement surgery last week. He 

will be physical therapy this week.

SFA FAMILY MATTERS
“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” James 5:16

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~   
Oct. 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $9,295.00
Oct.  11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $6,116.00
Oct. 18 .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $7,961.00
Contribution Average . . . . . . . . . . .  $7,126.22

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not 
hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” 

Matt. 19:14

Responses
Joyce Williams requests prayers for better health due to her 
heart problems. She asks that we pray about her fears and 

concerns.

10:30 A.M.
Open/Close bldg (both services) .... Bobby Sheumaker
Announcements ............... David Anderson
A.M. Song Leader ............ Vince Daugherty
Scripture reading/Prayer ............. Tyler Anderson
Lord’s Table .......................... Wesley Brunson
Closing Prayer ................... Jimmy Sweeney

6:00 P.M.
P.M. Song Leader .............. Vince Daugherty
Scripture reading/Prayer ............ Jeff Stewart
Lord’s Table ......................... Wesley Brunson
Closing Prayer ................ Bobby Sheumaker

Remember our Shut-ins
Faith West   Joyce Burbage    Carol Eason    

 Ellen Shearer     Chuck & Evelyn Wyatt

Wednesday, October 28, 2020
Song Leader/Prayer ................ Matt Webb
Devo .................................... Brian Kenyon
Closing Prayer ..................... Charles Paulin

Our Members: 
Bob Pratt          Brenda Mask        Ron & Judy Ford
Chuck & Evelyn Wyatt    Linda McShane        Stacey Wilson
Darlene Thompson         Bernetta Green         Ray Nashick
Bill & Carlene Long         Bobby Simpson        Carol Edmonson
Ciera Edwards         Brian Smith              Geny Johnson
Kathy Nester          Jim Turner                Margaret Coone
Sharon M. Washington     Annette Phillip         George Davis         
Melody Baxter         Joyce Williams 
Antoine & Marcella Swain

(Please update the office of any changes)

Wednesday, October 21, 2020
Song Leader/prayer  ......... Brian Kenyon
Devo ................................ Andre Medley
Closing Prayer ..................... Allen Grimes

to SFAto SFA
Matt Webb

Terrance Dindy, Jr.

Romans 12:12

The Lord recently added another soul to His kingdom. 
Let's welcome our new sister in Christ:

Brenda Jones (10/18/20)
"I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase." 1Cor. 1:6

The EXTENDED FAMILY and FRIENDS prayer requests are emailed 
every week.



that subject, the first of which began January 22. John Calvin (1509-1564) was a French theologian and Reformer. He was not the first 
to teach the major tenants of his doctrine, but he certainly popularized them. He had (and has) a tremendous, but erroneous influence 
upon the religious world from his day until now. The basic doctrines of “Calvinism” are given by a five point acrostic (T-U-L-I-P). 
The T stands for “total hereditary depravity” (also known as “original sin”). The U stands for “unconditional predestination.” The T 
stands for “limited atonement.” The “I” stands for “irresistible grace.” The “P” stands for “perseverance of the saints” (also known as 
“once saved, always saved”). “Calvinism” must be recognized, understood, and refuted. In the next five bulletins, we will examine
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"My grace is 
sufficient for you, 

for My strength 
is made perfect in 

weakness"
2 Corinthians 12:9

Women of the Word by Anita Shearer
We are living in such a strange and crazy world today, as none of us or most of our parents have ever seen. We 
are growing tired and weary not knowing what the morrow may bring. We are nervous to go out because of 
the unknown; afraid to hug or hold a loved one for fear we might make them sick; even kept from seeing our 
loved ones. Every day is a struggle with so many uncertainties, but we know that "there is nothing new under 
the sun" (Eccl. 1:9-10). Right now, we are experiencing a new way of life. As Christians, we need to wake 
up and thank God for the safety of the night and the glory of His morning (Lam. 3:23). We need to read His 
wonderful words as we meditate on them in our quiet moments (Psa. 49:3). Because we all feel stressed, let's 

think of others (1 John 4:11). 
Here are some ways we can get through these hard times.

Let's pray for someone (Eph 6:18). Call someone you haven't talked to in a while until you can get a hug or see 
them face to face. Make a call from their driveway as they talk from their front door. Send a card to someone 

"just because" (Eph. 4:16). 
If our love is directed towards others, we will rejoice in the blessings they receive rather than desiring blessings

 for ourselves.
"The Lord is my strength and my shield; My heart trusted in Him, and I am helped; 
Therefore my heart greatly rejoices, and with my song I will praise Him." Psa. 28:7

Growing Tired and WearyGrowing Tired and Weary

Running in Jonah
Jonah ran away from God 

(Jonah 1:1:6)

Jonah ran to God in prayer 
(Jonah 2:1-10)

Jonah ran for God 
(Jonah 3:1-5)

Jonah ran up against God 
(Jonah 4:1-11)

New Member SpotlightNew Member Spotlight

Nigel St. Bernard

He likes to go to hiking, enjoys the beach, and is 
a good listener. Nigel's proudest accomplishment 
is being a dad to his two children. The 
best piece of advice he's ever been given is 
"Do the right thing because it's the right thing to do."
Welcome to the SFA church of Christ, Nigel!

Nigel was born in Port of Spain, 
Trinidad & Tobago. As a child, 
he wanted to be a teacher when 
he grew up.  Nigel has traveled 
to a number of countries, 
including England, Grenada, 
Guyana, Venezuel, and Barbados.


