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Things to Do Before Winter
Hiram Kemp

Paul met Timothy at the start of his second missionary journey (Acts 16:1-3). 
Timothy became a trusted co-worker and companion to the great apostle. Paul 
would say that he had no one as selfless and like-minded as Timothy upon whom 
he could depend (Phil. 2:19-23). He was viewed as Paul’s son in the faith (1 
Tim. 1:2). This reference means either Paul was directly involved in Timothy’s 
conversion or it refers to his important role in Timothy’s spiritual maturation. 
As Paul’s life was coming to an end, he wrote his final epistle to Timothy 
encouraging him to be strong in the faith (2 Tim. 1:7, 2:1-3). Timothy was told 
to preach the word and fulfill his ministry (2 Tim. 4:1-5). Near the end of the 
letter, Paul told Timothy the whereabouts of his other companions. Some had 
deserted Paul (2 Tim. 4:10); others were away doing kingdom business (2 Tim. 
4:11-12, 20); and the only person present with Paul was Luke (2 Tim. 4:11).
Paul realized the end was near for him, and he would soon be departing from this 
life (2 Tim. 4:6-8). He wanted Timothy to come and bring him some things and 
people that were important to him (2 Tim. 4:11, 13). Lastly, he wanted Timothy 
to hurry and make the trip from Ephesus to Rome before winter (2 Tim. 4:21). 
Some commentators say transportation on the Mediterranean Sea stopped from 
November to March. Others suggest Paul was more concerned with the sailing 
conditions that would be turbulent across the Adriatic Sea in winter months. Paul 
knew sea travel could be difficult in those days. He had been in several shipwrecks 
of his own and knew how dangerous sea voyages could be (cf. Acts 27; 2 Cor. 
11:25). If Timothy waited until winter to make the trip, he could very well miss 
his final opportunity to see his brother, mentor, and friend. Scripture does not tell 
us if Timothy ever got there in time; we hope he made it (cf. 2 Tim. 1:4). Yet there 
is an important principle to be learned from Paul’s words to Timothy in 2 Timothy 
4:21, there are some things we must do before “winter”. Let "winter" represent 
any time when it will be more difficult or even impossible to do certain tasks. 
There are things we as Christians must not put off, but instead should practice 
now before time runs out, or we are simply unable to do things we have long 
promised or desired to do for our Lord. Here are a few things to do before “winter”.

Read the Entire Bible
Some have been Christians for decades and have never completed the entire 
Bible. Maybe you’ve made plans to begin in January and always seem to 
get hung up around March. What if you started today? While New Year’s 
resolutions can be a good thing, righteousness does not have to be postponed. 
Make up your mind now to read (Isa. 34:16). Not to just read at random 
but make your way through the entirety of God’s Word. Since preachers 
are charged with preaching the whole counsel of God, it makes sense that 
Christians must, too, become acquainted with the whole counsel (Acts 
20:26-27). Make it your business to begin in Genesis and end in Revelation.
If you are intimidated by the thought of reading the whole Bible, commit to 
finishing the entire New Testament. Read 4 chapters a day, twenty to thirty
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we know we need to talk to and just do it. Do not 
delay because time is truly running out. We do not 
know how much time we or they have left. Therefore, 
attempt to lead someone to the Lord before “winter.” 

Exercise Your Gifts for God’s Glory
Are you actively engaged in the work of the Lord (1 Cor. 
15:58)? If not, let me encourage you to do it now. Let 
your light shine while you can because one day Jesus 
will come back and take account of what we have done 
with what we have been given (Matt. 25:14-30). We all 
have something to contribute to the work of the Lord 
(1 Cor. 12:12-24). If you have been wanting to get more 
serious about your faith, do it now. If you have been 
wanting to call the wayward, do it now. If you have been 
contemplating leading prayer, leading singing, writing 
cards, encouraging others, or serving in any capacity, 
do it now. Do not wait until winter to serve when your 
service is both needed and required now. Jesus knew His 
work needed to be completed in a timely fashion (John 
9:4). He told His disciples that the fields were already 
white for harvest (John 4:34-35). Serve Jesus while 
you can because the time may come when you will 
be unable to do these things you could be doing now.
Paul wanted Timothy to hurry and come while he 
could. He knew time was running out and winter was 
coming. Timothy would probably have to stop what he 
was doing and make speedy plans to get to Rome before 
Paul was executed. If Timothy delayed, he would miss 
Paul. There are things we should hurry and do for our 
Lord. If we delay, we may miss our chance to serve 
Him. It could ruin our eternity. Do not wait until winter!

minutes a day, and you can make it from Matthew to 
Revelation in 60 days. To rightly handle the Word of Truth, 
we must first know what it says (2 Tim. 2:15). There is a 
time to jump around the Bible and study topically, but let 
us not be guilty of avoiding certain portions of scripture. 
Before your eyes are too bad to read or before you are 
too busy to give the proper time to reading, make up 
your mind to press forward, and finish the book of God. 
One read-through does not mean we do not need to read 
it again, but we should at least begin there. Make Bible 
reading and Bible study a daily habit. See how far you 
can get (Acts 17:11). Do not delay. Do it before “winter”.

Lead Someone to Christ
The one who wins souls is wise (Prov. 11:30, KJV). Jesus 
wanted His disciples to be fishers of men and they were 
(Matt. 4:18-22). By midway through the first century, 
Paul could say every creature under heaven had heard 
the gospel (Col. 1:23). Before “winter,” make it your aim 
and goal to lead someone to Jesus Christ. This does not 
mean that you have to do the Bible study. You could 
invite them to services and plant the seed (1 Cor. 3:6). 
Maybe you could begin the conversation which causes 
them to want to learn more about Jesus (cf. Acts 17:32).
Is there someone you have been wanting to reach out to? 
Is there someone you have been waiting to launch into an 
evangelistic conversation with? I have a few people on 
my list. Some of them I have talked with but not thorough 
enough. Others I have prayed about but have not exercised 
the necessary courage to take things to the next level. 
However, it is becoming apparent to me that I should do 
something about it before “winter”. The ones we want to 
talk with could depart from this life before we make up 
our minds to broach the subject with them (Heb. 9:27). 
Or the Lord could return while they are still unprepared 
to meet Him (2 Pet. 3:10). While we cannot force them to 
obey the gospel, we can introduce them to it. We are not
responsible for how others receive us, but we do 
need to be faithful stewards of the gospel which 
has been entrusted to us (1 Cor. 4:1-2). How about 
praying for the person or group of individuals

Senior SaintsSenior Saints    by John McShane
Here are two quips that I ran across earlier in this time of 
uncertainty. “I can’t go out because of the virus” sounds 

weak, whiny, and boring. 
Try this instead, “I have sworn an oath of solitude until 
the pestilence is purged from the land”. This sounds 

more principled, valiant, and heroic. 
And then this one. “The day you plant the seed is not 
the day you eat the fruit. Be patient, be humble, and 

don’t give up”. 
The way this pandemic has changed our lives, especially 
us mature folks, has caused us to really need a good 
dose of patience each and every day. We yearn for the 
day when we can get back out in the world and back 
to worshipping in the building with our brothers and 

sisters. 
We have all heard the saying, “Patience is Virtue.” This is 
a good time to live by it. The Bible has much to say about 
patience. Romans 8:25 “But if we hope for what we do 
not see, we wait for it with patience.” and in Romans 
12:12 “Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be 

constant in prayer.” 
Let's hang in there and be ready for the day we can look 
back on this and proudly say, "Thank you Lord for carrying 
us through to a new and better world on this planet 
until we leave here for an even greater heavenly one."

Sunday, October 25, 2020
After evening worship service in our parking lot.

Decorated trunks filled with treats!
Do not come to worship dressed in costume. 

There will be plenty of time to change.
Food will not be served this year, but there 

will be lots of fellowship and fun!
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SCHEDULED TO SERVE
October

Designated Elder - David Anderson

ASSEMBLING UPDATE
We still encourage those who do not feel well 
and those who consider themselves high-risk 

to stay at home.
The City of Lakeland discontinued their 
mandatory face mask mandate on Oct. 5.
However, to side with caution, we are still 
requiring masks to be worn upon entering 

the building as we have since July 2.
We will continue live-streaming the services 
on YouTube as we have since March 22. 

Thank you for your cooperation.  - Elders

Sunday, October 18, 2020Sunday, October 18, 2020
 10:30 A.M.

Sermon .............................. Hiram Kemp
"How to Win the Spiritual War"

James 4:6-12

6:00 P.M.
Sermon ........................... Hiram Kemp

Q & A

Updates & prayer reqUests
Evelyn Wyatt has a procedure scheduled to have several areas 

of melanoma removed.
Carol Edmonson has been diagnosed with Pulmonary 
Embolism. She will be having surgery to remove the blood 

clots from her lungs with Tuesday or Wednesday.
Janis Waldon is home after suffering a back injury.

SFA FAMILY MATTERS
“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” James 5:16

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~   
Sept. 27 .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $5,775.00
Oct. 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $9,295.00
Oct.  11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $6,116.00
Contribution Average . . . . . . . . . . .  $7,126.22

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not 
hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” 

Matt. 19:14

10:30 A.M.
Open/Close bldg (both services) ..... Brian Kenyon
Announcements ............... David Anderson
A.M. Song Leader ............ Vince Daugherty
Scripture reading/Prayer .............. Rick Kenyon
Lord’s Table ........................... Lou Van Allen
Closing Prayer ................... Alex Parramore

6:00 P.M.
P.M. Song Leader ................. Andre Medley
Scripture reading/Prayer ........... Rick Kenyon
Lord’s Table .......................... Lou Van Allen
Closing Prayer ......................... Jeff Stewart

Remember our Shut-ins
Faith West   Joyce Burbage    Carol Eason    

 Ellen Shearer     Chuck & Evelyn Wyatt

Wednesday, October 14, 2020
Song Leader/Prayer ............. Rick Kenyon
Devo ................................. Ian Enamorado
Closing Prayer ..................... Brian Kenyon

Our Members: 
Bob Pratt          Brenda Mask        Ron & Judy Ford
Chuck & Evelyn Wyatt    Linda McShane        Stacey Wilson
Darlene Thompson         Bernetta Green         Ray Nashick
Bill & Carlene Long         Bobby Simpson        Carol Edmonson
Ciera Edwards         Ellen Shearer        Geny Johnson
Kathy Nester          Jim Turner                Margaret Coone
Sharon M. Washington    Annette Phillip          George Davis         
Brian Smith                    Sophia Smith             Melody Baxter           
Bobby Sheumaker           Antoine & Marcella Swain

(Please update the office of any changes)
The EXTENDED FAMILY and FRIENDS prayer requests are 

emailed every week.

Wednesday, October 21, 2020
Song Leader/prayer  ......... Brian Kenyon
Devo ................................ Andre Medley
Closing Prayer ..................... Allen Grimes

Romans 12:12
The Lord recently added several souls to His kingdom. 

Let's welcome our new sisters in Christ: 
Jessica Palmer (9/9/20)
Vanessa Palmer (9/9/20)
Angel Newkirk (10/7/20)
Karena Palmer (10/9/20)

"I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase." 1Cor. 1:6
They've been added to the SFA directory. Updated copies are available in the foyer table.

OUR P� YERS AND CONDOLENCES
Margaret Norman passed away Friday, October 9.

Visitation will be October 15, 10-11:00 am at the 
Lakeland Funeral Home on Bartow Road. 

There will be a private graveside service for family only.
Let's remember Margaret's family in prayer.

Congratulations on the birth of 
Kayden Bern Kennedy, 7 lbs 6 ozs, on October 8, 2020 

Proud parents are Jamie & Jessica Kennedy
Proud grandparents are Craig & Tammie MillsCraig & Tammie Mills
Proud great-grandmother is Darlene ThompsonDarlene Thompson



that subject, the first of which began January 22. John Calvin (1509-1564) was a French theologian and Reformer. He was not the first 
to teach the major tenants of his doctrine, but he certainly popularized them. He had (and has) a tremendous, but erroneous influence 
upon the religious world from his day until now. The basic doctrines of “Calvinism” are given by a five point acrostic (T-U-L-I-P). 
The T stands for “total hereditary depravity” (also known as “original sin”). The U stands for “unconditional predestination.” The T 
stands for “limited atonement.” The “I” stands for “irresistible grace.” The “P” stands for “perseverance of the saints” (also known as 
“once saved, always saved”). “Calvinism” must be recognized, understood, and refuted. In the next five bulletins, we will examine
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"Because you are 
precious in my eyes,
    and honored, and 

I love you"

Isaiah 43:4

Women of the Word by Michelle Paulin
In order to be successful, you must put God FIRST. Here are five simple ways to do so.

1. Give God the FIRST place in your heart. And He said to him: "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 
with all your soul and with all your mind." Matthew 22:37.

2. Give God the FIRST consideration in every decision. "Out of distress I called the Lord ; the Lord answered me 
and set me free. The Lord is on my side; I will not fear. What can man do to me." Psalm 118:5.

3. Give God the FIRST hour of the day. "Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has 
no need to be ashamed,  rightly handling the word of the truth." 2 Timothy 2:15

4. Give God the FIRST day of the week. "Now on the 1st day of the week, when the disciples came together to break 
bread, Paul ready to depart the next day, spoke  to them and continued his message until midnight." Acts 20:7.

5. Give God the FIRST portion of your pay. "Honour the Lord with thy substance; and with the First fruits of all 
thine increase." Proverbs 3:9.

Put God FIRSTPut God FIRST

Meals Ministry
"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do 
good to all, especially to those who are of the 

household of faith." Galatians 6:10

We would love you to help serve our SFA family in 
their times of need whether it's coming home from 
the hospital, rehab, illness, or for their loved one's 
funeral. Jessica Anderson is taking over for Brenda 
and Bea in this good work. If you would like to 
prepare food or deliver the meals, please let Jessica 

know.

"As each one has received a gift, 
minister it to one another, 

as good stewards of 
the manifold grace 

of God." 
1 Peter 4:10

Conversions in The Book of Acts

3,000 on Pentecost (Acts 2:37-47)

Samaritans (Acts 8:12-13)

Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts 8:26-40)
Saul (Acts 9:1-18, 22:6-16)

Cornelius (Acts 10:24-48)

Lydia (Acts 16:11-15)

Philippian Jailor (Acts 16:25-40)

Corinthians (Acts 18:8)


