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It’s Gonna Be Alright
Dean Kelly

Sometimes each of us needs to hear someone say, “It’s gonna be alright.” 
Whatever disaster, large or small, real or simply perceived, has struck us, 
we need to hear those words of comfort. From someone who is in panic 

mode because he may have lost his cellphone, to another who has just been told 
that she has cancer, each needs someone calm who can sincerely say, “It’s gonna 
be alright.”

If we tell someone that, we need to believe it ourselves. If I ever tell someone 
that it’s gonna be alright, I truly believe that to be true. I may not be able to say how 
it is going to be OK, but I believe that if I say it. How can I say it if I do not know 
how things will be alright?

1. I know that we will do whatever we can to help whatever “it” is to turn out 
alright. Of course, even as we put forth the effort to help things work out, we should 
begin with prayer and realize our dependence upon God. However, we are to “bear 
one another’s burdens” (Galatians 6:2). We will do everything in our power to make 
things alright.

2. When it is beyond our power, we will depend totally upon God. We will 
approach Him and leave it in His hands. While the miraculous has ended, the 
statement of James is still true, “the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much” (James 5:16). We are to approach God with all our needs, and He 
will listen, and we can have true peace (Philippians 4:6-8). So much is beyond our 
control, but nothing is beyond God’s.

3. When irreversible disaster strikes, we will depend on God and each other 
to get through it. Disasters, such as the loss of a loved one, will happen to each of 
us. Those disasters are not “good,” and we should never foolishly try to convince 
anyone that they are. However, we can make it through disasters with the help of 
God. Ultimately, all things, good or bad, will work together for our good, if we are 
God’s servants (Romans 8:28).

As Christians, then, we should be able to say consistently and with conviction, 
“It’s gonna be alright!” It is God’s promise, not ours. “Blessed be God, even the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort” 
(2 Corinthians 1:3).
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Consider the following four passages from the New Testament. The Preparations of the Savior 
(John 14:1-6). He left this earth to “prepare a place” for His disciples. Jesus contrasted the 
common, single room house of the time with a house containing many abiding places. He 

would do all this (go, come again and receive) so that we could dwell or remain with Him forever, that 
where our Savior is we may be also.

The Reservations for the Faithful (1 Peter 1:3-5). God has made reservations for you! Where? In the 
beautiful place called heaven (cf. Colossians 1:5). This reservation is eternal life with God in the home 
He has prepared for the church of God. It is going to last; it simply does not fade away. 

A City Prepared by God Himself (Hebrews 11:13-16). These men of faith confessed that this was not 
their final place of abode. “They were strangers and pilgrims” (v. 13). People who speak and live that 
way proclaim clearly that they are longing for and looking for a homeland (v. 14). “They desire a better, 
that is, a heavenly. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for 
them” (v. 16).

“God Himself will be with them” (Revelation 21:3-4, 7). In heaven, we will dwell eternally with the 
God of heaven. Think about it. We will be in His awesome and holy presence (v. 3). God will be there to 
wipe away every tear from every eye. Because of this, there will be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying, 
nor pain. Why? “For the former things of this life have passed away” (v. 4). God will be our God, and we 
will be His children (v. 7).

One of the greatest expressions of love is willingness to be around someone, particularly for long 
periods of time. Take two people who have lived together in marriage for forty years. You can tell that they 
love each other because they have spent their entire lives being around each other. When you really love 
someone, you will want to spend time with him or her. You enjoy his or her company and companionship.

Now, think about the way God expressed His love for us. He sent His Son to die a horrific death on a 
cross so that we might live with Him. Moreover, not just live with Him, but live forever with Him! Christ 
left heaven and laid down His dear life for me that He might take me to glory to be ever in His presence 
(Hebrews 2:9-10).

Are you ready to meet Him when He comes again to take His faithful children home forever? What 
must I do to be prepared you ask? One must follow His authority in obedience to His clear commands 
(Colossians 3:17). “Then Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and let every one of you be immersed in the name 
[or by the authority] of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit” (Acts 2:38). Then, “if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with 
another, and the blood of Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.” (1 John 1:7; cf. 8-10).

Consider this: Deity wants me to be with Him. The God who made this detailed and vast universe, the 
One who has all wisdom, power and knowledge desires that I come and live with Him forever and ever! 
He seeks to grant us the everlasting privilege and delight of dwelling in His all-glorious presence. As 
you go about your day, take a moment and meditate upon that profound thought. Could this be the most 
profound thought to ever enter and grip the heart of mankind, or to proceed from the mind of the infinite 
God? Ask yourself, “Am I prepared to live with Him?” (Revelation 22:14-21).

That Where I Am, There You May Be Also
Gnatt Carter



Sunday, August 16, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ..................................... Kyle Bingle
Prayer ........................................................ Josh Estridge
                                     10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ..................................... Fred Strickland
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ......................................  Charles Paulin
Closing Prayer .............................................Tim Croson
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader .........................................Tucker Sweeney
Opening Prayer ........................................... C.J. Grimes
Closing Prayer .................................................. Phil Fife
Greeters ......................................................The Williams
Att. Cards......... .............................................. Paul & Ian
Open & Close Building ................................... Bob Pratt

Wed. August 19, 2015
Song Leader ..............................................Steve Hunley 
Opening Prayer ...................................... John McShane 
Closing Prayer ............................................. Kyle Bingle

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231 

Sunday,  August 23, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class..................................Stacey Paulin
Prayer............................................................Ken Walker
                                     10:30 A.M.    
Announcements.....................................Fred Strickland
Song Leader.............................................Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer.................................Bobby Sheumaker
Closing Prayer........................................Tyler Anderson                           
                                      6:00 P.M.
Song Leader...............................................Paul Romine
Opening Prayer.................................... .Fred Strickland
Closing Prayer..............................................David Deal 
Greeters.......................................................The Bingles
Att. Cards.......................................Quadarius & Antonio
Open & Close Building.................................. Bob Pratt                                                                                                                                            
                            Wed. August 26, 2015
Song Leader..................................................Jim Turner            
Opening Prayer.................................Bobby Sheumaker
Closing Prayer.....................................Tucker Sweeney

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~  .  
July  19 ................................ $4,978.40
July  26 ................................ $4,246.00
Aug  02 ................................ $4,987.72
Aug  09..................................$4,637.10
Contribution Average ......... $4,671.57
2015 Weekly Budget ........... $4,302.98

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Frank Hamby ................. Table  .....................Stacey Paulin
Jim Turner ..................... Assist  ....................Josh Estridge

Prayer List
Our Members:  Keep Brenda Mask, Jacqueline Dopwell,  

Margaret Coone, Bobby Sheumaker and Ginny Hamby 
in prayer. 

Relatives:   Wayne Hendrix.
Shut In Members: Virginia Plumlee, Bill Burton, Dick & 

Joyce Burbage.
Others:  Chrissi Fuesner, Guy Black, Roger DeWitt and 

Dott Webb.

August

  HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
This Week

.“Our Hope”.
WONN 1230 or WLKF 1430  or on web page
www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com

Upcoming Events

Visitors
Mrs. Hazel Davis, Erica, Amanda and Alix Patterson,  Neka 

Lopez and Bella Matheos.

Sympathy
Daniel Longfellow brother of Bruce Longfellow passed 

away on July 25th in Wildwood, FL. Please keep Bruce and his 
family in your prayers.

Hither, Thither and Yon
 It’s good to have Grace McAnally back with us. Elly 

Enamorado leaves for basic training on Tuesday Aug. 11th. 
Phil & Dottie Fife will be leaving for California on Aug. 28th 
and plan to return on Oct. 3rd. Please keep all these families in 
your prayers.

August 15th: Men’s Breakfast at the Jackson Ave. Church 
of Christ in Bartow at 8:00 a.m. 

August 22nd: V.B.S. at the Jackson Ave. Church of Christ 
in Bartow from 9 a.m. to noon. 

August 23rd: Dub Hill will be here to update us on the 
work being done in Russia. He will be speaking for the 
Bible class and morning worship services.

August 29th: Corn Roast here at the building. Corn will be 
served at 4:00 p.m and dinner at 5:00 p.m. Please bring 
a covered dish and drinks. There will be a donation for 
the corn and meat. If you plan to attend let the office 
know by Aug 21st.



The questions is sometimes asked, “What is the difference between the church of Christ and the denominations?” There are a number 
of ways this question can be answered, such as by giving the identifying characteristics of the church (its founder, its beginning, its 
organization, etc.). One of the best “short answers,” though, is that the true church of Christ respects and follows Colossians 3:17, 
which reads, “And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through 
Him.” Consider three crucial parts of that verse. Does “whatever you do” leave anything out? No! Does “in word or deed” leave 
anything out? No! Some may contend that thoughts are not included in “word or deed.” However, since thoughts are behind every 
word or deed (Matthew 12:34-36), thoughts are also included in “word or deed”! Does “do all” leave anything out? No! The point 
is that when people, and thus local churches, do everything “in the name of the Lord” (by His authority), they will be distinct from 
all denominationalism! Paul also wrote, “Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak 
the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same 
judgment” (1 Corinthians 1:10). It is impossible to have denominationalism when everyone in 
religion is “speaking the same thing” and are “perfectly joined together in the same mind and 
... judgment”! The Bible, God’s inspired word, is the only source that the true church of Christ 
can find its authority. Denominations do not follow Colossians 3:17, and thus cannot be Christ’s 
church! Since individuals make up the church, we must follow Colossians 3:17.

The End of Your Search for a Friendly Church . . . 
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Brian

God is
love

Have You Considered Being a Bible Class Teacher?
We are looking for teachers to teach in our 
Fall quarter, which begins in September. If 
you would like to teach, please see Brian.  

Elly left for the United States Air Force’s basic 
training on Tuesday, August 11. Please pray for 
her safety . . . and for her parents and siblings 
as they adjust to life without her being at home!  

Saturday, August 15 Devotional 
and bowling. Meet at 5:00 pm in the 
fellowship room. Please bring $10 per 
person. See Brian for more details.

Sunday, August 30 The format of our “Lads to Leaders 
Kick-Off” has been changed to the following . . .

“Munching with Matthew”
Help us “kick-off” our L2L program by joining us at 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday, Aug. 30, in the fellowship hall. As we enjoy a light 

snack (provided), Brian and others will present 
the program, take questions, and encourage 
volunteers, while the children sign-up for events!

The Florida School of Preaching began its 47th school year on 
Monday, Aug. 10. The school appreciates the SFA eldership

for supporting this great 
work since its inception in 
1969. May God continue 
sending laborers!

There Is a Difference . . . And the Difference Matters!


