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When discussing salvation with friends and neighbors, the subject of “grace” 
often comes up … as it should since salvation would be impossible without 
it! However, the devil’s deception has almost everyone convinced that grace 
excludes any kind of “works.” Some “works,” of course, are excluded from  
salvation, such as works of the Law of Moses (Gal. 2:16; 3:11), works of 
human boasting (Eph. 2:9), and works of our own righteousness (Titus 3:5). 
However, there are also “works” included in salvation (Phil. 2:12-13; Jas. 
2:14-26). Jesus even said belief was a work (Jn. 6:28-29). We must know the 
difference in these “works.” Doing what God says to receive his free gift is the 
only way to receive it! This does not negate the fact that it is a free gift. Let us 
consider some biblical examples that show God’s free gift must still be received.

God’s Gift and the Ten SpiesGod’s Gift and the Ten Spies
“And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, ‘Send men to spy out the land of Canaan, 
which I am giving to the children of Israel” (Num. 13:1-2). Note here that God was 
“giving” the children of Israel the land of Canaan. There was nothing Israel did to 
deserve it; they did not earn it; and they certainly could not pay it back. However, they 
still had to do something to receive it; namely, go in and conquer the land. Do you 
think they would have had a chance in winning the battles? Absolutely yes! When 
God is on their side, the enemy does not stand a chance (2 Chr. 20:17)! However, 
we know “the rest of the story” concerning this incident with the spies. Ten came 
back with a faithless report (Num. 13:28-33), being so fearful they considered 
themselves “like grasshoppers … and so we were in their sight” (Num. 13:33). 
Even though the land of Canaan was a free gift of God, it was not given to them on 
that occasion. Instead, then ten spies were put to death and that whole generation 
of fighting men, twenty years old and older, would die in the wilderness, while the 
children of Israel wandered forty years (Num. 14:29). Joshua and Caleb, the two 
spies that were confident in God, were spared death and would later enter the land 
(Num. 14:30, 38)! Just because God offers a free gift, does not mean He gives it to 
those for whom He intended! People must do what He says in order to receive it! 

God’s Gift and JoshuaGod’s Gift and Joshua
“After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, it came to pass that the Lord 
spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ assistant, saying: ‘Moses My servant is 
dead. Now therefore, arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, to the 
land which I am giving to them—the children of Israel. Every place that the sole 
of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses’” (Josh. 1:1-
3). Again, note that God was “giving” them this land (Josh. 1:2), even saying, 
“I have given you” this land (Josh. 1:3)! Unlike the ten spies and the people 
who were swayed by their faithless report, “Joshua commanded the officers 
of the people” (Josh. 1:10-15). The children of Israel responded, “All that you 
command us we will do, and wherever you send us we will go. … Whoever rebels 
against your command and does not heed your words, in all that you command 
him, shall be put to death. Only be strong and of good courage” (Josh. 1:16-18).



MARK YOUR CALENDAR

YOUTH SEMINAR 2022
September 16-18, 2022

Guest speaker: Joe Wells
Pre-register on our website

LADS to LEADERS
KICK OFF to the New Year!

August 14, 2022 after morning worship
If your child is 
interested in 

participating in 
 Lads to Leaders or 
if you would like to 

be a program leader, 
please make plans to 

attend. 
Topics and plans will 

be discussed. 

POTLUCK LUNCH!

This was the same land of Canaan that was the free gift 
of God at the time of the ten spies. Joshua, however, now 
received the free gift by doing what God said. Because 
they obeyed God did not negate that Canaan was His 
free gift, nor did it mean they somehow earned it. 

This event is described by God from Joshua’s part, 
“So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that 
the Lord had said to Moses; and Joshua gave it as an 
inheritance to Israel according to their divisions by 
their tribes” (Josh. 11:23). Th event is also described 
by God’s work, “I have given you a land for which 
you did not labor, and cities which you did not build, 
and you dwell in them” (Josh. 24:13). Which was 
it? Did God give them the land? Did Joshua take 
the land? The answer is both! God gave the gift, and 
Joshua received it by doing what God commanded!

God’s Gift and Our SalvationGod’s Gift and Our Salvation

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, 
and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not 
of works, lest anyone should boast” (Eph. 2:8-9). 
As the Bible examples of the ten spies and Joshua 
prove, grace, faith, and works are not exclusive of one 
another but perfectly harmonize. Salvation from sin 
is a gift from God (Jn. 3:16). There is nothing we did 
to deserve it, nor can we ever pay it back. However, 
like the two examples above confirm, we must by 
faith do what God requires in order to obtain God’s 
free gift. Very early, “Noah found grace in the eyes 
of the Lord” (Gen. 6:8). Yet, the Bible also teaches, 
“By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not 
yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for

the saving of his household … and became heir of the 
righteousness which is according to faith” (Heb. 11:7). 
Was Noah saved by grace or by faith or by his actions in 
doing what God said? The answer is Yes, all the above!
The Bible affirms, “By faith Abraham, when he was 
tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received 
the promises offered up his only begotten son” (Heb. 
11:17). The Bible also affirms, “Was not Abraham our 
father justified by works when he offered Isaac his 
son on the altar?” (Jas. 2:21). Which was it? Faith? 
Works? The answer is both! Also, consider Rahab the 
harlot. The Bible declares, “By faith the harlot Rahab 
did not perish with those who did not believe, when 
she had received the spies with peace” (Heb. 11:31). 
Yet, the Bible also reveals, “Likewise, was not Rahab 
the harlot also justified by works when she received 
the messengers and sent them out another way?” (Jas. 
2:25). Again, which was it? Faith? Works? The answer
clearly is both!

ConclusionConclusion
Salvation is not either by grace or by works, but it 
is both by grace and by works! God’s gift must be 
received in order to obtain it. God’s grace is offered 
to everyone (Titus 2:11), but all will not be saved by it 
because they will not heed its teaching (Titus 2:12-13). 
Will you do what God requires in order to receive His 
free gift of salvation (believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
Jn. 8:24; repent of sin, Acts 17:30; confess faith in Him, 
Rom.10:10; be baptized into Christ, Acts 2:38)? Will 
you maintain salvation by “walking in the light” (1 
Jn. 1:7)? If so, you will be saved “by grace … through 
faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 
not of works, lest anyone should boast” (Eph. 2:8-9)!



Upcoming Events
August
11 - Kahoot Challenge
14 - L2L kickoff lunch
14 - Elders, deacons, 
       preachers meeting 
18-25 - PTP
18 - Kahoot Challenge
21 - Teachers' meeting
25 - Kahoot Challenge

August
27 - Youth group ice 
        cream social
28 - Fellowship in-service
31 - Quarterly challenge

Our Members: SCHEDULED TO SERVE
AUGUST

Designated Elder - David Anderson

SFA FAMILY MATTERSSFA FAMILY MATTERS

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~
July 24 ........................................... $7,602.00
July 31 ....... (building fund) ......... $7,587.50
Aug 7 ............................................. $7,302.00
Contribution Average ................... $6,439.84
Weekly budget .............................. $7,663.43

Sunday, August 14, 2022
 10:30 A.M.

Unity In Christ ..... Joshua Cantrell
Ephesians 4:1-2

6:00 P.M.
Uncomfortable Evangelism  .... Joshua Cantrell

Luke. 19:10 

10:30 A.M.
Song/prayer before class ............... Frank Hamby
Announcements ............. Bobby Sheumaker
A.M. Song Leader ............. Vince Daugherty
Scripture reading/Prayer .............. Josh Estridge
Lord’s Table ........................ Tucker Sweeney
Closing Prayer ................... Nigel St. Bernard
Open/Close bldg (both) .................. D. Anderson
Greeters .......................................... Sweeney
Attendance cards (both) ................ Klark/Sawyer

6:00 P.M.
P.M. Song Leader .............. Vince Daugherty
Scripture reading/Prayer .................. Matt Willcut
Lord’s Table ........................ Tucker Sweeney
Closing Prayer ................... Jimmy Sweeney
Greeters ............................................... Bingle

Wednesday, August 17, 2022
Announcements .............. Bobby Sheumaker
Song Leader/Prayer .........  Tucker Sweeney  
Devo ..................................... Stacey Paulin
Closing Prayer ....................... George Davis

Announcements ................. David Anderson
Song Leader/prayer ................ Kyle Faneuf
Devo .......................................... Josh Cantrell
Closing Prayer ................................... Phil Fife

Wednesday, August 10, 2022

Prayer requests & Updates
Annett Phillip is home from the hospital

Ronnie Lyn asks for prayers of spiritual strength.

Bob Pratt - health			   Ron & Judy Ford - health		
Jim Turner - health 			   Bernetta Green - health & strength	
Brian Smith - heart health		  Bobby Simpson - health  		
Debbie Bush - struggles		  Margaret Coone        			 
Sharon M. Washington - health	 Annett Phillip - health			 
Antoine & Marcella Swain - health	 Vanessa Palmer - health		
Janie Wise - health			   Wayne Shearer - health 	
Virginia Walker - health		  Jimmy Sweeney - shoulder rehab	
Dorothea Lauther - surgery recovery	 George Davis - surgery recovery
Bill Long - cancer treatments		  Brenda Mask - health
Geny Johnson - health			  Casey Potvin - covid
Darlene Thompson - covid		  Bitsy Thomas - injury

(Please update the office of any changes)

The EXTENDED FAMILY AND FRIENDS prayer requests are 
emailed every week and posted on the bulletin board.

Please let the office know if someone's status on that list needs 
to be updated or if a person needs to be removed from the list 

Pray for our Shut-ins
Joyce Burbage      Carol Eason

OUR P�a YERS AND CONDOLENCES
Janis Waldon - death of her uncle, Herbert Bryant, on 

Wednesday, August 3. 

Ralph & Patricia Rogers have met with the elders and 
placed membership with the 

South Florida Avenue church of Christ.

		         SFA church directory is now available on the 
               Instant Church Directory App. 

Privacy and safety is an absolute factor! To access the 
app, your email address must be registered with the office 
to verify identity. If the office does not have your email, 

access to the directory will be denied. 
If you need assistance or more information about it, 

please see Rick Kenyon.

Save the date
SFA Annual Ladies Day

October 1, 2022

Jessica Anderson is having a meeting 
Sunday, Aug. 14 after morning worship in 

the north wing. 



South Florida Avenue
CHURCH OF CHRIST
1807 South Florida Avenue
Lakeland, FL 33803-2653
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For sermons and podcasts, find us here.

Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn from me, for 
I am gentle and lowly in 
heart, and you will find 

rest for your souls.

Matthew 11:29 If you prefer to receive the bulletin via email, contact us.

Rene' Bingle

O Lord, rebuke me not in your anger, nor discipline me in your wrath.
Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am languishing; 

heal me, O Lord, for my bones are troubled.
My soul also is greatly troubled. But you, O Lord—how long?

Turn, O Lord, deliver my life; save me for the sake of your steadfast love.
For in death there is no remembrance of you; in Sheol who will give you praise?

I am weary with my moaning; every night I flood my bed with tears;
    I drench my couch with my weeping.

My eye wastes away because of grief; it grows weak because of all my foes.

Depart from me, all you workers of evil, 
for the Lord has heard the sound of my weeping.

The Lord has heard my plea; the Lord accepts my prayer.
All my enemies shall be ashamed and greatly troubled;

    they shall turn back and be put to shame in a moment.

Psalm 6

Women of the Word Out of the Mouths of Babes
Today was one of those days where I think I learned more from the five year old in front 
of me than I did from any scholar. When Maddox came in from Sunday School she came 

straight to me and said, “Nay Nay, I’m sorry I took that little blue bear from your house a long 
time ago." I had no idea what she was talking about, but her tender heart was so sincere 

and stopped me in my tracks.  How much do I need to repent of, and do I have the courage 
of this five year old to confess my sins to the one I’ve wronged? The scriptures tell us in 

1 Timothy 4:12 “Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an example in 
speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.” 

She was definitely an example to me today, and I hope I can be more like her when I “grow 
up." I am so thankful for young mothers and fathers who teach their children and bring them 

to services even on the days it is hard! It does make a difference!

Proverbs 22:6 "Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from 
it. Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn 
from it. Direct your children onto the right path, and when they are older, they will not leave it."


