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The Israelites were instructed to kill an unblemished lamb, “a male a 
year old” (Exodus 12:5) on the 14th day of Abib (April), “at the go-
ing down of the sun” (Deuteronomy 16:6), and to put the blood on 
the two side posts and the headpiece of their doors (Exodus 12:7). 

The lamb was to be roasted and eaten with unleavened bread (“the bread of afflic-
tion”) and “bitter herbs” that night (Deuteronomy 16:3; Exodus 12:8).

The Lord promised that, as he passed through the land to smite the Egyptians 
“at midnight,” when “I see the blood, I will pass over you,” and not allow “the 
destroyer” to enter that house (Exodus 12:13, 23, 29). So the Passover Feast was 
begun, and the Israelites were commanded to “keep this ordinance in its season 
from year to year” (Exodus 13:10), saying to their children: “It is the sacrifice of 
Jehovah’s passover, who passed over the houses of the children of Israel, when he 
smote the Egyptians, and delivered our houses” (Exodus 12:26-27).

This “day” became a “memorial,” a “feast to Jehovah” (Exodus 12:14) “by an 
unlimited (olam) ordinance” (Exodus 12:14). But “in the fullness of time” (Ga-
latians 4:4), “according to the eternal purpose” (Ephesians 3:11), Jesus appeared 
as a planned replacement of the Passover lamb, becoming “the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). Yes, in “the plan of the mystery, 
hidden for ages in God” (Ephesians 3:9), Jesus became “our Passover Lamb” (1 
Corinthians 5:7). As no bones of the Passover lamb were broken (Exodus 12:46; 
Numbers 9:12), so it was predicted that no bones would be broken in the body of 
“our Passover Lamb” (Psalm 34:20; John 19:36).

The Israelites, in their annual Passover “memorial,” through 1500 years from 
the days of Moses, remembered that their ancestors walked “out from the land of 
Egypt” in “a night to be much observed” (Exodus 12:14, 17, 37, 42). So Christians 
now honor in a weekly memorial their “Passover Lamb” (Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 
5:7). This their “Passover Lamb” has requested, “Do this in memory of me” (1 Cor-
inthians 11:24-25). Thus the Old Testament Passover Feast, by God’s plan, is “ful-
filled in the kingdom of God” when Christians in the Lord’s Supper “eat and drink,” 
said Jesus, “at my table in my kingdom” (Luke 22:16, 30; 1 Corinthians 11:20)

Jesus and the Passover
Hugo McCord

T
Jesus and the Passover

Hugo McCord



God uses trees to teach us. Two were promi-
nent in the garden of Eden, the tree of life 
and tree of knowledge of good and evil 

(Gen. 2:9). The righteous man is “like a tree planted 
by the rivers of water” (Psa. 1:3). John the Baptizer 
said, “Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is 
hewn down” (Matt. 3:10). Jesus Often used “trees” 
in His teaching. He taught “a good tree bringeth forth 
good fruit, but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit” 
(Luke 6:43). A tree is known by its fruit (Luke 6:44). 
The mustard seed, the smallest of all seeds, becomes 
a tree (Matt. 13:32; Luke 13:19). Paul said Gentiles 
were wild olive branches grafted into the tree while 
Jews were natural branches (Rom. 11:17-24). John the 
Revelator saw the Tree of Life in heaven whose leaves 
were “for the healing of the nations” (Rev. 22:2).

Please consider this parable. A certain man had two 
trees with smooth, thin bark. Both died, one still stand-
ing 20 feet tall and other broke at the ground level, 
separating completely from its roots. The owner was 
puzzled. Why had these two trees died and all the oth-
ers were healthy? Then he remembered his forefathers 
had cleared the forest by first removing a small circle 
of bark around the trunk of each tree. Whether large or 
small with thick or thin bark, the trees would wilt and 
die and a garden or crop could be grown beneath them 
the same year. He then discovered that the week after 
week use of the weed eater had weakened one so that 
it broke in the wind and the other had a circle of bark 
removed.

So it is with the church. Generally, it is not the 
“chain saw” actions which destroy the church, but the 
“weed eater” ones.

The departure prophesied by the Holy Spirit 
through Paul (Acts 20:29, 30; II Thess. 2:3-12; I Tim. 
4:1-5), came more like a “weed eater” than a “chain 
saw.” The “chain saw” doctrine and practices of perse-
cution, Judaism, Gnosticism, paganism, division, and 
other heresies were successfully resisted by the early 
church. Persecution eliminated those with “thin skin” 
and only those with tough, thick faith survived. It was 
only when most persecution ceased and Christianity 
became popular that the easy life opened the way for 
“weed eater” teachings and practices to do their dam-

age. Good men, who were great teachers and leaders, 
allowed themselves to be exalted (Matt. 23:9-12) to a 
position of being the only bishop over a church or a 
region; clinical baptism paved the way for sprinkling; 
orders were given to abstain from certain foods (I Tim. 
4:3-5); some were forbidden to marry (Heb. 13:4); fail-
ing to reverence the Bible as the complete, all-sufficient 
Word of God (II Tim. 3:16-17) led to all kinds of addi-
tions and subtractions (Rev. 22:18-19).

If a false teacher came riding on a black horse cry-
ing, “There is no God; Jesus is not the Son of God. He 
has not risen; he is still in the grave,” the church would 
successfully resist such “chain saw” action. But let him 
come appearing to be a friend making a little change 
here, an addition there, and an subtraction some other 
place and he will seem to be as harmless as a “weed eat-
er” on a tree. Week after week “weed eaters” doctrines 
and practices, such as Sunday school discussion classes 
where the Bible is not studied; 10-12 minute sermons 
filled mainly with fables and jokes; Barney Fife Bible 
(?) Classes; testimonials by both men and women in the 
worship hour; solos, choirs, praise teams which enter-
tain; hand clapping and hand waving opening the way 
for dancing in aisles; not wanting to say that baptism is 
for the remission of sins; not willing to stand up for the 
one church; wanting to make the church more and more 
like denominations; and other juvenile and sophomoric 
doctrines and practices, will cause great harm especial-
ly among “thin skinned” members. The rich, easy life 
in the United States has caused many members to be 
open to “weed eater” damage.

So please, elders and other spiritual leaders, you are 
not going to hear whRRRRRrr, putt, putt, putt, and see 
saw dust flying. The devil is much too deceptive for 
that (Rev. 20:7-8). The false teacher may be hired by 
you and may seem to be doing his job. After all, what 
damage could a small plastic string do to a tree? Its use 
week after week on a “thin skinned” congregation can 
cause it to weaken and fall from its foundation (I Cor. 
3:11) when the “winds of change” blow (Gal. 1:6-9). Or 
it can cause the church to die while still standing (Rev. 
3:1). You will not know “what hour” the Lord comes (v. 
3) and removes the candlestick. When he does, you will 
no longer be his church (Rev. 1:20; Matt. 16:18).

Weed Eaters Versus Chain Saws
Burl Curtis



Sunday, August 2, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ..................................Frank Hamby.
Prayer ............................................................. Jim Turner
                                     10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ..................................... Fred Strickland
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer .......................................  Kenny. French.
Closing Prayer ........................................ Antonio Martin
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader .........................................Tucker Sweeney.
Opening Prayer ..............................................Jeff Bingle
Closing Prayer ...........................................Paul Romine
Greeters ................................................ Th.e Longfellows
Att. Cards......... .............................................. Paul & Ian
Open & Close Building ................................... Bob Pratt

Wed. August 5, 2015
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix 
Opening Prayer .........................................Steve Hunley. 
Closing Prayer ..................................Bobby. Sh.eumaker

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231 

Sunday,  August 9, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class.....................................Ken Walker 
Prayer......................................................Fred Strickland
                                     10:30 A.M.    
Announcements....................................Fred Strickland
Song Leader............................................Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer....................................David Anderson
Closing Prayer.............................................David Deal                                   
                                      6:00 P.M.
Song Leader..............................................Paul Romine
Opening Prayer....................................  Joh.n McSh.ane
Closing Prayer................................................Bob Pratt 
Greeters......................................................Th.e Grimes
Att. Cards..................................Quadarius & Sebastian
Open & Close Building................................. Bob Pratt                                                                                                                                            
                                  Wed. August 12, 2015
Song Leader....................................................Bill Long            
Opening Prayer.......................................Kenny. French.
Closing Prayer..........................................Paul Romine

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~  .  
July  5 .................................. $4,597.00
July  12 ................................ $3,517.70
July  19 ................................ $4,978.40
July  26.................................$4,246.00
Contribution Average ......... $4,662.18
2015 Weekly Budget ........... $4,302.98

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Frank Hamby. ................. Table  .....................Stacey. Paulin
Jim Turner ..................... Assist  ....................Josh. Estridge

Prayer List
Our Members:  Janet Crosby has been admitted into 

L.R.M.C. Keep Brenda Mask, Jacqueline Dopwell and 
Margaret Coone in prayer.

Relatives:   Wayne Hendrix.
Shut In Members: Virginia Plumlee, Bill Burton, Dick & 

Joyce Burbage.
Others:  Chrissi Fuesner, Tasha (co-worker of Nikki Wil-

liams going through cancer treatment), Guy Black (friend 
of Sharon Egolf who also has cancer), Roger DeWitt and 
Dott Webb.

August

  HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
This Week

.“Abraham Lincoln”.
WONN 1230 or WLKF 1430  or on web page
www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com

Upcoming Events

Visitors
Mr. & Mrs. Will Vann & family and Rodney Gadsden.

Response
Vicki Rapley asked for prayers and support from the 

congregation. Also Sharron Elder was baptized into Christ on 
Sunday July 26th after the morning services. Please keep these 
two in our prayers and welcome Sharron into our midst.

Congratulations
Dick & Joyce Burbage will be celebrating their 66th 

wedding anniversary on July 30th!!

July 31st-Aug. 2nd:  22nd Annual Youth Explosion at the 
Hilltop Church of Christ in Winter Haven. Please check 
out the flyer on the bulletin board for more details.

Aug 2nd:  K-2 Lads to Leaders will meet at 5:00 p.m. 
Also “Fellowship In Service” will meet after evening 
services. Please bring finger foods.

Aug. 3rd-7th: V.B.S. and a Gospel Meeting at the Kis-
simmee Church of Christ at 7:00 p.m. See the flyer on 
the bulletin board for more information.

August 9th: Baby Shower for Ron & Kristin Cox after our 
evening worship service in the fellowship hall. There 
will be a “Money Tree.” You may give the money to 
Dottie Fife, Virginia Walker, or Pat Hunley. Please 
bring finger foods. 



Jesus told His disciples, “And whoever gives one of these little ones only a cup of cold water in the name of a disciple, 
assuredly, I say to you, he shall by no means lose his reward” (Matthew 10:42). Jesus was saying that even the seemingly 
smallest acts of kindness done as a follower of Christ are noticed and rewarded by the Lord. The picture below is of a 
pillow case dress made by a South Florida Avenue sister in Christ presented by Michole, a Costa Rica campaign worker 

from California, who worked with a family with a girl who could wear it. Though it may seem an 
insignificant gesture, it is noticed by the Lord and will be rewarded accordingly. In fact, according 
to one account of the final Judgment Day, acts of benevolence are the standard of whether a person 
will spend eternity in heaven or in hell. The Judge on that day “will say to those on His right hand, 
‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world: 35for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a 
stranger and you took Me in; 36I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was 
in prison and you came to Me’” (Matthew 25:34-36). The ones who did these things did not realize 
how they could have done something great, but the Lord responded, “inasmuch as you did it to one 
of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me” (Matthew 25:37-40). May we extend every little 
act of kindness, not only to make someone else’s life better, but to also bless our eternity!
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Return Service Requested

Brian

“Only a Cup of Cold Water in the Name of a Disciple”

Sunday, August 2  As we are engaged in our “fellowship 
in service,” there will be a continuous slide-show of pictures 
taken from the recent Costa Rica mission trip.  
Saturday, August 15 Will be our next scheduled youth 
group devo and activity. If you would like to host this event 
and/or help with the activity, please see Brian or Jagie. We 
have a great youth group and love their spiritual growth!

God is
love

Have You Considered Being a Bible Class Teacher?
We are looking for teachers to teach in our 
Fall quarter, which begins in September. If 
you would like to teach, please see Brian.  

to Kyle & Tucker for an 
enlightening presentation 
of their perspective on the 
Costa Rica mission trip! 

In happy moments, 
Praise God

In difficult moments,
Seek God

In quiet moments,
Trust God

In every moment,
Thank God

God Is the Answer!
One thing that really comes to 
light when doing personal work, 
like that in Costa Rica, is that 
people have problems. All of us 
do, but when we realize some do 
not have God, the severity is far 
worse. God is there and wants 
to be our strength (Psalm 29:11)! 
Do we trust and follow the Lord?


