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THE PARABLE OF THE PENCIL

THE PEOPLE WHO ARE MY HEROS
Charles R. Gamble

    Early Tuesday morning (while it was still dark) Lois, Malyssa and I happened upon a bad traffic accident. I 
was able to help out at the scene then continued on our way to the hospital. Lois and Malyssa went to the lab while 
I reported to the ER, since I was the chaplain for the week.

     Soon the injured began to arrive. I stayed out of the way and watched the teams as they received each patient. 
It was a very impressive display of professionalism. All the resources of the hospital were brought to bear on the 
situation. Staff was running but not panicked. Soon the Life Flight staff from another hospital arrived to transport 
one patient to another facility. Again, everything moved quickly and efficiently.

     I am reminded that this scene repeats itself more often than I like to consider. I will pray for the ones who 
were injured but I will, also, give God thanks for those who are ready to serve us in many ways that we may not 
consider until it’s needed.

The Pencil Maker took the pencil aside, just before putting him into the box.
 “There are 5 things you need to know,” he told the pencil, “Before I send you out into the world. 

Always remember them and never forget, and you will become the best pencil you can be.”
“One: You will be able to do many great things, but only if you allow yourself to be held in Someone’s 

hand.”
“Two: You will experience a painful sharpening from time to time, but you’ll need it to become a 

better pencil.”
“Three: You will be able to correct any mistakes you might make.”
“Four: The most important part of you will always be what’s inside.”
“And Five: On every surface you are used on, you must leave your mark. No matter what the 

condition, you must continue to write.”
The pencil understood and promised to remember, and went into the box with purpose in its heart.
            ~Author Unknown~
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How Much Faith Do You Need 
T. Pierce Brown

In Luke 17:5, the apostles said, “Lord, increase our faith.” They felt a lot like 
most of us. “If I had more faith, I could do greater things.” At that point, it is my 
judgment that most commentaries do not do justice to the lesson Jesus is trying 
to teach. The ones I remember say something like this, “The grain of mustard 
seed is small. If you just had a small amount of faith you could do great things.” 
No doubt this is true, provided some other conditions were met, but it appears to 
me that his statement is concerned with the other conditions, rather than with the 
“size” of their faith. Why? 

He already admitted they had a little faith (Matthew 8:26; 14:31; 17:20). So, 
if just having a little faith would allow them to do the “impossible” tasks, then 
they could have been already doing them. It is not the size of the faith that He 
emphasized, but the nature or quality of the faith! 

That is, I do not think He was saying, “If your faith was as big as even a grain 
of mustard seed you could do great things,” but “Though you know your faith is 
small, for you asked for it to be increased, if it were as (not as big as, but had the 
qualities of) a grain of mustard seed, you could do tasks that seem impossible.” 
Now, how is a grain of mustard seed? Well, it is small, but that is not the important 
point, for they already had that kind of faith! The important things are: it has in it 
a germ of life; it has power to grow; it has power to, and does, appropriate God’s 
gifts in accordance to His laws, etc. 

The point is that they did not need an increase in faith as much as they needed 
an active, operational faith. If a grain of mustard seed is dead, it does not matter 
whether it is small or large, because it will produce nothing. Yet, if a grain of 
mustard seed is alive, active and appropriating the gifts of rain, sunshine and 
earth, then it will produce greatly. So it is with your faith!

 The real truth is that one does not need to pray for an increase in faith. It does 
not come that way! If a person will have a faith as the mustard seed and do what 
he or she can, where you are, with what you have, it does not matter whether it 
is big or little, it will grow, and with its increase, it will produce “exceedingly 
abundantly above all that you are able to ask or think” (Ephesians 3:20).



EPITAPHS
Nat Evans

An epitaph is a memorial inscription. Over the years, after either attending a funeral or having 
preached someone’s funeral, I have walked through the cemetery to pay attention to the oldest grave 
marker there and also to notice the different epitaphs inscribed on the tombstones. I have often wondered 
how different those words would read if God was the one who briefly summarized each life by inscribing 
an epitaph on each tombstone.

 On the humorous side, I am reminded of the story of the man who had too much to drink and had 
decided he would take a short cut home. His wanderings led him through the local cemetery late at 
night. He stumbled upon a grave, fell down and passed out. When he awakened the next morning, he 
lifted his eyes to read these words from the tombstone. “As I am now, someday you soon shall be, so 
prepare yourself to follow me.” He thought on those words for a little while, and then he took a marker 
from his coat pocket and scribbled underneath the epitaph his own words. “To follow you, I am not 
content, until I find out which way you went.”

Seriously, all of us need to be more concerned about what is going to become of us when this life is 
over (Job 14:14; 19:25-27; 1 Corinthians 5:10; Ecclesiastes 12:13-14; Matthew 25:46; 2 Thessalonians 
1:7-9)!

Good Epitaphs

Jesus – A good summary of his life is found in Acts 10:38. He “went about doing good.” We should 
strive to be like our Lord. We should try to be more like Him day by day. When our work here on earth 
is done, people should truly be able to say of us it was a better world because this person lived in it. Jesus 
left us a good example, and we are to strive to walk in His steps (1 Peter 2:21). Why not leave this as an 
epitaph for your life? “This person went about doing good.”

Dorcas – “Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha, which by interpretation is 
called Dorcas; this woman was full of good works and almsdeeds which she did” (Acts 9:36). When she 
died “all the widows stood by Peter weeping, and shewing the coats and garments which Dorcas made, 
while she was with them” (9:39). What about leaving this as an epitaph, “This person was full of good 
works. _____ truly cared for others.”

Enoch and Noah – It is said of these two men in Genesis 5:22 and 6:9 that they “walked with God.” 
What a fine tribute to pay to a man. Wouldn’t that be a great epitaph? Each of us should be striving to 
live in such a way that when it comes our time to leave this old world in death, that others can truly say 
of us as well, “_______ walked with God” (1 John 1:7). We must first enter into Christ and then walk in 
Christ, so that we may die in Christ (Revelation 14:13).

Paul – “I have fought a good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith” (2 Timothy 
4:6-8).

All faithful Christians now deceased – “Asleep in Jesus” (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18). Look forward 
to the Lord’s return and the great resurrection day (1 Corinthians 15).



Sunday,  July 21,  2013
9:30 A.M. 

Song at Bible Class ...................................... Jim Turner
Prayer .................................................... Charles Sanford

10:30 A.M.    
Announcements ........................................Frank Hamby
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ........................................Kenny French
Closing Prayer ...........................................Paul Romine 

                                      6:00 P.M. 
Song Leader ..............................................Kyle Williams
Opening Prayer ...................................... John McShane
Closing Prayer ..............................................David Deal
Greeters ...................................... Robert & June Cooper
Att. Cards .................Quadarius Askew & Antonio Martin
Open & Close Building ............................Kenny French

Wed. July 24, 2013
Song Leader   ...............................................Jim Turner 
Opening Prayer ........................................Kenny French
Closing Prayer ........................................Jeremy Padilla

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Jason Hendrix, so he can 

get a replacement - 537-0857 

July 14,,  2013      
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ..................................Kyle Williams
Prayer ...................................................... Fred Strickland

10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ........................................Frank Hamby
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ...................................... David Williams
Closing Prayer ..............................................David Deal
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ..............................................Kyle Williams
Opening Prayer .........................................Steve Hunley
Closing Prayer ............................................. Kyle Bingle
Greeters .......................................... The Williams Family
Att. Cards......... ...... Ian Enamorado & Sebastian Rapley
Open & Close Building ............................Kenny French

Wed. July 17, 2013
Song Leader .................................................Ken Walker 
Opening Prayer .........................................Steve Hunley 
Closing Prayer .................................................. Phil Fife

~   HOW WE ARE GIVING   ~  .  
Jun 16 ............................................... $3,768.14
Jun 23 ............................................... $4,019.34
Jun 30 ............................................... $6,799.58
Jul  07 ............................................... $3,205.43
Contribution Average ..................... $4,217.03
2013 Weekly Budget ....................... $4,255.13

SCHEDULED TO SERVEPrayer List
Our Members:  Gene Patterson is recuperating at home and 

doing well. Josephine Bowman’s eye surgery went well. 
Dick Burbage’s surgery is re-scheduled for July 18th. 
Also: Sam Bolding, Joyce Burbage, Jacquelin Dopwell,  
Margaret Coone, & Sharon Washington.

Relatives:  Earl Anderson,  Annie Beth Coone, Cindy Kirk-
land & children, and all of the Kirkland family. 

Shut In Members: Artis Bassett, Mary Shoemake.
Others: Teresa Moore’s surgery has not been scheduled 

at this time. Gene & Irma Dampier, Bonnie Hendrick, 
Christina Feussner, Kathy Peel, Danny Edmonds, James 
Leslie Cribbs, Cody Drye, Eddie McClay. 

Upcoming Events
July 7th - 11th - Gospel meeting at 6th Street Church of 

Christ. Sammy Jones will be the speaker. 
July 20th - Men’s Breakfast will be at Medulla Church of 

Christ  at 8:00 am.
Aug 5th-9th - Vacation Bible School at Kissimmee Church 

of Christ. See bulletin board for information.

Visitors
Rebecca Shaw & Jaelyn; Brittany Price & Tristan; Aiyanna 

Zamot.                             

Sympathy
Our hearts go out to Barbara Farmer and her family at the 

passing of her husband, Robert Lee Farmer on July 4th, 2013. 
Funeral services were held Tuesday, July 9th at Craig Funeral 
Home in St. Augustine.  In lieu of flowers, donations can be made 
to the Florida School of Preaching.  

 Hither, Thither and Yon
Those who are traveling are: The Anderson’s, the French’s, 

Becky Sheumaker, the Smith’s, the Longfellows, Pam Share, 
and the Williams’s.  Please keep them in your prayers for a safe 
journey.  Also, pray for the men and women who are serving 
in the military.     

July
David Anderson ............. Table  ................ Jimmy Sweeney
Phil Fife ......................... Assist .....................Josh Estridge

HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS......
This Week - Sharp as a Tack

  WONN  1230 and WLKF   1430 
or on our web page.........

www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com  ....


