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Drifting Away
Raymond Elliott 

The inspired writer of the Book of Hebrews gave an exhortation in Chapter 
Two, encouraging those early Christians to “…give more earnest heed to 
the things that were heard, lest haply we drift away from them.” There is 
a constant need to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ and sound doctrine 

to every generation. There is the danger of the untaught not learning and of the taught 
drifting away from what they have learned. The apostle Peter felt it necessary to 
remind his brethren of those essentials that they already knew (2 Peter 1:13; 3:1). Paul 
warned Timothy about a time when certain ones would no longer “endure the sound 
doctrine,” thus the need to “preach the word” continuously (2 Timothy 4:1-4). There 
is presently a yearning among many in the church to learn ‘new things.’ Of course, we 
should not extol traditions to a position of inspiration; personally, I’m not interested in 
propagating mere tradition. However, there are objective truths revealed by the Holy 
Spirit that are essential and must be studied, examined and proclaimed.

The desire to imitate other religious organizations in practice and teaching has 
caused many people to frown on the old ways of safety and security. Others, not 
studying the Holy Scriptures, are led away by “every wind of doctrine, by the sleight 
of men in craftiness, after the wiles of error” (Ephesians 4:14). Often, when one 
expresses a desire for ‘new things,’ it is simply a rejection of ‘old truths.’ Presently, 
there is a prevalent attitude that the Bible is antiquated and should be relegated to the 
18th century. The 21st century, they say, demands a more liberal view of the Holy 
Scriptures. In other words, our culture should determine the interpretation of the 
Word of God. What may have been acceptable in the first century is out of date in the 
thinking of modern men and women. Such rationalization has led to a digression and 
apostasy from the teaching of Jesus Christ and the holy apostles and prophets.

Oh, that we today, as disciples of the Lord, would possess the same spirit as did 
the psalmist when he exclaimed in Psalms 119:97, “Oh, how I love Your law! It is my 
meditation all the day.” His will for us to follow is both relevant and refreshing. Let 
us never grow weary in hearing the words of salvation. It gives strength and guidance 
in our earthly pilgrimage, and if obeyed, the promise of eternal life when the journey 
on earth is finished (2 Timothy 4:4-6).



Better Homes and Congregations 
Robert Johnson 

A recent study by the Family Research Council offers encouragement for both the home and the 
faith. Doctors Nicholas Zill and Phillip Fletcher found a “startling discrepancy between children 
who live with both biological parents and attend religious services weekly, and those from broken 

homes who worship less frequently.” Using data from the National Survey of Children’s Health, they found 
“students from intact, churchgoing families are five times less likely to repeat a grade. Less than 21% of 
these parents were contacted by their school for behavior or achievement problems, compared to 53% whose 
children were not living with both parents and not attending services regularly. The more frequently a family 
worships together, it seems, the less anxious moms and dads are about their children’s school performance.”

Even more surprising is that these differences held true even after considering family income and poverty, 
parent’s education level, race and ethnicity. As the report stated, “Children thrive, the family bond strengthens, 
school success skyrockets, and the nation reaps the reward.” Church and family seem to be the “perfect 
prescription” for many social problems faced in our nation today.

This data just confirms what so many of us realize about the importance of both the home and the Lord’s 
church. We are created by God, and He knows best what it takes for us to live an abundant life here and now. 
Solomon advises us, “Buy truth, and do not sell it, get wisdom and instruction and understanding” (Proverbs 
23:23). The importance of a complete education, both spiritually and otherwise, cannot be overstated. Just as 
important as this is the role the church is to play in our lives. We find worth and value, individually and as 
family units, by being active in the work of the church. It enables us to grow in the image of Christ (Ephesians 
4:15-16), and live more as God intends, which is the best life to live. The value of worship, and worshipping 
together as a family, is inestimable as well. No wonder the Hebrew writer encouraged his readers, and us, “Not 
forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more 
as you see the day drawing near” (Hebrews 10:25).

Unfortunately, most of the world, and even many in the Lord’s church, do not understand this very basic 
principle. To ignore God and the importance of the home has brought so much hurt to so many people. Yet, 
Satan has deceived the world into thinking all the evil around us, which afflicts us individually, as families and 
as a society, has nothing to do with sin that is so prevalent. “In whose case the god of this world has blinded 
the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the 
image of God” (2 Corinthians 4:4).

If a change for the better is to happen, it will happen with those in the body of Christ truly being light and 
salt (Matthew 5:13-16). If the world does not see a difference in us from it, then what is there to attract them 
to the Gospel, and the blessed life it provides? Commit yourself to being a strong, integral part of your family, 
fulfilling the God-given role you have. Commit yourself to being a strong, integral part of the church, using 
your God-given talents to serve. It can make a difference, not just for you, and your family and the body of 
Christ, but perhaps your part of the world. “Prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God 
above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the 
world” (Philippians 2:15).



Sunday, July 19, 2015   
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ...................................... JIm Turner
Prayer ...................................................... Fred Strickland
                                     10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ....................................David Anderson
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ......................................  Charles Paulin
Closing Prayer ...........................................Paul Romine
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ............................................David Williams
Opening Prayer ....................................Tucker Sweeney.
Closing Prayer .........................................Kenny. French
Greeters ................................................. The Stricklands
Att. Cards......... .....................................  Sebastian & Ian
Open & Close Building ............................Kenny. French

Wed. July 22, 2015
Song Leader ..............................................Steve Hunley. 
Opening Prayer ..............................................Jeff Bingle 
Closing Prayer ............................................. Ky.le Bingle

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231 

Sunday,  July 12, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class .............................Tucker Sweeney.
Prayer.................................................Bobby. Sheumaker
                                     10:30 A.M.    
Announcements....................................David Anderson 
Song Leader.............................................Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer.....................................Jimmy. Sweeney. 
Closing Prayer ..............................................David Deal
                                      6:00 P.M
Song Leader ............................................David Williams
Opening Prayer ..............................................Jeff Bingle
Closing Prayer ..........................................Steve Hunley.
Greeters ....................................................... The Bingles
Att. Cards ................................... Quadarius & Sebastian
Open & Close Building ............................Kenny. French
                         Wed. July 15, 2015
Song Leader.................................................Ken Walker            
Opening Prayer.......................................David Williams
Closing Prayer......................................Jimmy. Sweeney.

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~  .  
June 14 ................................ $3,609.21
June 21 ................................ $5,046.20
June 28 ................................ $5,123.75
July    5.................................$4,597.00
Contribution Average ......... $4,708.27
2015 Weekly Budget ........... $4,302.98

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Bobby. Sheumaker ......... Table  ...................Fred Strickland
Bobby. Simpson ............. Assist  .............................Phil Fife

Prayer List
Our Members:   Please keep Brenda Mask, Jacqueline 

Dopwell and Margaret Coone in prayer.
Relatives:   Wayne Hendrix.
Shut In Members: Ann Howard,Virginia Plumlee, Bill 

Burton, Dick & Joyce Burbage.
Others: Chrissi Fuesner, (friend with the Stricklands) is 

going through a long battle with cancer. Roger DeWitt 
(friend of Sharon Egolf ) and Dott Webb ( Darnell Kirk-
lands mother in law).

July

  HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
Message this Week

.“Growing Older?”.
WONN 1230 or WLKF 1430  or on web page
www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com

Upcoming Events
July 10th-18th: Some of our youth along with some of our  

adult mentors will be leaving for Costa Rica on a mission 
trip. Please pray for safe travels and a very successful 
and uplifting trip. 

July 18th: Men’s breakfast will be at the Medulla Church 
of Christ at 8:00 a.m.

Visitors
 T’Jean Tomilson, Rodney Gadsden, and Dustin Walling.

Hither, Thither and Yon
Please pray for safe travels for bettye bolding as she will be 

traveling out of town July 7th through the 14th. 

July 31st-Aug 2nd:  22nd Annual Youth Explosion at the 
Hilltop Church of Christ in Winter Haven. The speaker 
will be Jermaine Tolefree of Jackson, TN. The theme 
is “Heaven... Don’t Miss It For The World” Adults 
and children are invited. There is a $10.00 registration 
fee. Please check out the flyer on the bulletin board for 
more details.

August 3rd-7th: V.B.S. at the Kissimmee Church of 
Christ at 7:00 p.m. The theme is “What It Means To 
Wear The Armor Of God.” See the flyer on the bulletin 
board for more info.
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Return Service Requested

A Bible class teacher recently asked his teenaged students how they react when someone tells them something to do that they 
do not like. The top two answers were they get angry and/or they ask questions as to why. In third place was they just ignore 
it. Of course, much of the reaction depends on who it is giving the instruction. For example, a friend’s disliked instruction 
may be reacted to differently than the disliked instruction of a teacher or a parent. However, what about God’s instruction? 

How do we react when God gives instruction we do not like? The same three reactions can be seen in the Bible. 
First, some like many Jews in Jesus’ time, get angry at the Lord for His saying what they do not like (John 

5:18). Some of these, like King Jehoiakim, will even seek to kill the messenger and/or destroy God’s word 
by cutting out what they do not like (Jeremiah 36:20-26). Second, some will begin to question God. Ques-
tioning God is not wrong if we are sincere and willing to accept God’s answers. Both Job and the prophet

How Do We React When Hearing Instruction We Don’t Like?

Pray for Costa Rica
By God’s grace, on Friday, July 10, the following members of 
our congregation, left for  Costa Rica to join up with a larger 
group for a missionary campaign: Brian, Jagie, Elly, Lorelly, 
Zsazeli, Rene, Heidi, Kyle, Kathy, Tucker, Pat, and Shannon. We 
appreciate the prayers and support given by the congregation and 
eldership! We look forward to hearing a report upon their return!

Bible Bowl Questions on the
Book of Matthew
Are Now Available

God is
love

Have You Considered Being a Bible Class Teacher?
We are looking for teachers to teach in our 
Fall quarter, which begins in September. If 
you would like to teach, please see Brian.  

Habakkuk have books in the Bible bearing their names, which heavily involve these men questioning God (Job 19:1-29; Ha-
bakkuk 1:2-3, 12-17). They were, however, willing to accept God’s answers and grew spiritually because of it! Third, some 
will just ignore God’s instruction and, eventually, cease being His disciples. For example, many of Jesus’ disciples, when they 
heard instruction they thought was too difficult to follow, “went back and walked with Him no more” (John 6:60-69). The 
right way to handle instruction from the Lord, even if we do not like it nor completely understand why, is to simply humble 
ourselves and do what He says. “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up” (James 4:10).

Special Thanks to the McShanes, 
those who worked behind the scenes, and 
all those who participated to make the 4th 
of July Bar-B-Q a great time of fellowship!

Rainbow River Fun between VBS, Bible camp, and 
vacations, we managed a tubing event with church family 
and friends. Though a little sunburned, we had great fun!

Take advantage of the VBS’s in our area in the 
coming weeks! It’s always good to learn God’s 
word and make friends with more of His people!


