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The Victorious Christian LifeThe Victorious Christian Life

Hiram Kemp
The Bible tells us that Christians will have persecution (2 Tim. 3:12). Christians 
will face tribulation and hardship (Acts 14:22). Christians will experience hatred 
from many people who are antagonistic towards Christianity. Yet, even though 
there are many difficulties Christian must endure, we must remember that we 
are victorious. In fact, the Bible says we are always led in triumph through 
Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 2:14). As long as we are in Jesus Christ, we win in the 
end. Knowing that we will ultimately end up as victors should shape the way 
we live our lives now. In Romans 8 Paul writes what could be called the most 
victorious chapter in the New Testament. He details our relationship to God, sin, 
trials, and concludes that we are victorious. Notice a few of the amazing points 
that he makes in this chapter and allow them to enrich your life and your faith.

We are Not CondemnedWe are Not Condemned

Paul begins the chapter by saying, “There is no condemnation to them which 
are in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:1). This verse should ease our burdens and 
relieve our hearts. While earlier in this letter Paul says that all have sinned 
(Rom. 3:23) and that the wages of sin is death (Rom. 6:23), we are without 
condemnation. How can this be? Those of us who have obeyed the gospel of 
Jesus Christ are now the servants of righteousness (Rom. 6:16-18). In Christ, 
God forgives all of our sins. He does not hold them against us (Acts 22:16). 
We no longer have to fear approaching the judgment seat of Christ because 
we will not be condemned. As we walk in the light, the blood that cleansed 
us at baptism continues to cleanse us of all unrighteousness (1 Jn. 1:7).
This does not mean that we are sinlessly perfect, but it does mean that we 
are not slaves to sin (1 Jn. 3:6,9). We are justified by faith in Jesus and 
God considers us acquitted of all of our sins (Rom. 5:1-2). Christians know 
victory because of what Jesus secured on the cross. We should not live 
our lives wondering if God will condemn our souls to hell, but confidently 
expect the eternal life that will be ours when this life is over (1 Jn. 5:13).

Suffering Will Be Replaced With GlorySuffering Will Be Replaced With Glory

Paul does not deny that Christians suffer in this present life. There is suffering 
to be experienced in this world even if we are Christians. Paul tells us that our 
suffering will not be able to be compared with the glory that will be ours in 
eternity (Rom. 8:18). Jesus promised His disciples that in the world they would 
have tribulation, but that they could be cheerful because He had overcome the 
world (Jn. 16:33). The suffering we know now will fade away when we are 
in God’s presence with all of the redeemed forever. So many Christians have 
known disease, heartache, death, and sorrow in this life. The good news is that 
there is not one trial that we have known here that will be able to sneak into the 
next life where we are headed. When God destroys this world with fire, He will 
destroy the trials and every other cause of suffering with it (2 Pet. 3:10). Our 
present suffering will be replaced with a future glory. Part of our experience with 
glory will be the glory we see when we behold God (Rev. 5:11-14). In addition



Senior Saints Senior Saints 
John McShane

Marcus Aurelius, a Roman Emperor from 161-180 
AD is quoted as making the following statement, 

“If anyone can show me, and prove to me, that I 
am wrong in thought or deed, I will gladly change. 
I seek the truth, which never yet hurt anybody. 
It is only in persistence and self-delusion and 

ignorance which does harm.”
 He may have read from the Gospel of John in 

Chapter 8 and verse 32 which reads 
“And ye shall know the truth and the truth 

shall set you free.” 

Do we search for, and stand for, the truth today 
the way we should? We may have to answer 
that question one day when we leave our 

earthly home.

to the glory we will see, there is a glory in which 
we will share. We will be like Jesus and see Him as 
He is (1 Jn. 3:1-3). There is no amount of sorrow 
or suffering in this life that can dim our view of the 
glorious future we will know in the world to come.

God is For UsGod is For Us

The Creator of the universe not only knows and loves 
us, but He is for us. Paul asks a rhetorical question, “If 
God be for us, who can be against us?” (Rom. 8:31). 
The obvious answer is if God is for us it does not matter 
who is against us! Our enemies are no match for our 
God. There are times in the Bible when God is said to 
be against a nation or an individual (Nah. 2:13, 3:5). 
When God is against someone, they are doomed, no 
matter who comes to their aid. When God says He is for 
someone or He is on their side, it does not matter who 
comes against them in opposition. The Christian life is 
one of victory because God is on our side. God wants 
what is best for us as He is working all things together 
for our good (Rom. 8:28). Since God is for us, we should 
not fear anything that man can do to us (Heb. 13:5-6). 

When the Bible says God is for us, it means that He is 
doing all that He can to ensure that things turn out for 
our eternal good. God has given us His word so we 
can know His will (Mt. 4:4). God has given us His 
Holy Spirit to indwell us as His people (2 Cor. 1:22, 
5:5). We are clothed in the Christian armor which 
equips us to stand against the schemes of the Devil

(Eph. 6:11-18). We should rejoice above all people 
in the world because God is on our side (Psa. 118:6). 

We are More than ConquerorsWe are More than Conquerors

Paul ends Romans 8 stressing that Christians are more 
than conquerors (Rom. 8:37). He then gets specific and 
lists everything imaginable that would try and separate 
us from God and shows it to be unsuccessful (Rom. 8:38-
39). There is nothing that can separate us from God, if 
we are in Christ. If we will not give into sin or surrender 
our faith, we will be those who conquered and then are 
crowned (2 Tim. 4:8). The love of God is so powerful 
and intense that it is able to break through every physical 
barrier the enemy may try and put up to block it. God’s 
love was powerful enough to devise an eternal plan to 
save our souls (Titus 1:2). His love was mighty enough 
to cause Jesus to leave heaven and come to earth (Jn. 
3:16). And, the love of God is potent enough to abide 
with us as we sojourn through this world and let our 
light shine. Christians are not losers. We are winners!

Knowing that we are free from condemnation, champions 
in Jesus, we should be motivated to endure until the end. 
Too many times Christians get discouraged and weary 
in this life and stop short of the goal. Paul provides this 
encouragement in Romans 8 to keep our minds centered 
on our true reality. The Christian life is not always easy, 
but it is always worth it. Romans 8 is a chapter to reflect 
on when life is tough and Christianity seems burdensome. 
Remember what is coming! Remember to persevere!

~ Youth Group ~ by Vince Daugherty
One of my favorite things to do as a kid was to run 
races with my friends from school.  Hebrews 12:1,2 
talks about a spiritual race that is set before us.  To 
do our best, the writer gives three things we must do.  

#1 Lay aside every weight - If you are weighed 
down, running is harder and you become tired 
more easily.  When you run make sure there is 

nothing weighing you down.  
#2 Watch out for sin that easily ensnares us - 

When racing, we need to watch out so nothing 
on the path trips us up.  A stick or a hole in 
the ground could easily trip us if we are not 

paying attention.  Sin can easily trip us up from 
reaching our finish line, watch out!  

#3 Look to Jesus - The writer says He is the 
“author” and the “finisher” of our faith.  That 

means He began the race, and He has finished 
the race.  He shows us the way if we will follow 

the path He took.  

Anyone can start a race, but Jesus shows us 
also how to finish the race.  Are you ready 
to begin your Christian race?  Do you have 
the endurance to finish the Christian race?

Remember our Shut-ins
Faith West     Carol Eason   Joyce Burbage     

Cheryl Barker   Ellen Shearer
Chuck & Evelyn Wyatt



Sunday, June14, 2020Sunday, June14, 2020

SCHEDULED TO SERVE
June

Designated Elder - David Anderson

ASSEMBLING UPDATE
The State of Florida is now in 

Phase 2 of re-opening. 
If you are not already attending 

and would like to, please notify the 
office.  We still encourage those 
who do not feel well and those 

who consider themselves high-risk 
to stay at home. 

We will continue live-streaming the 
services on YouTube as we have 
since March 22. In view of more 
people attending, we will post a 

“Those to Serve” list above. If you 
would like to serve in these areas, 

please let the office know.
David Anderson            Kenny French  
Brian Kenyon         Bobby Sheumaker

- Elders -

 10:30 A.M.
Sermon .............................. Hiram Kemp

“What We Can Know About Heaven” 
2 Cor. 5:1

6:00 P.M.
Sermon .............................. Hiram Kemp

“Jesus Around the Dinner Table” 

Live stream will continue until further notice.

WITH SYMPATHY
Our prayers and condolences to Brittani Kemp on the 

passing of her uncle, Clarence Martin, on June 2, 2020. 
A celebration of life for Mary Grow, a former member, will 
take place on June 13, 2020 at Lake City church of Christ.

Our Members: 
Ginny Hamby; Chuck & Evelyn Wyatt; Brian Smith; Brenda 
Mask; Phil Fife; Linda McShane; Margaret Norman; Bernetta 
Green; Ray Nashick; Carlene Long; Bobby Simpson; Cierra 
Edwards; Ellen Shearer; Bob Pratt; Ron & Judy Ford; Geny 
Johnson; Sharon Washington; Stacey Paulin; Annette Phillip; 
Margaret Coone; Neil Entwistle; Jim Turner

Others: George French (Kenny & Reba’s son, pancreatic cancer);
Roselyn Roberts (friend of Darlene Thompson); Thelma Rachford 
(Dottie Fife’s sister); Maria Wardell (Darlene Thompson’s 
granddaughter, pneumonia & problems with liver and kidneys); 
Alicia Zamot (Jagie’s aunt); Keith Cozort (former member); Chip 
Bolding; Tony Seibert; Neil Entwistle Sr.; Tanya Irizarry; Trevor 
& Sandy Hutchins; Derick Jordan; student of Jimmy Sweeney 
(brain tumor); Keijuan Callaway (Sharon Washington’s son); Mary 
Ankroum (knee surgery); Bruce Coleman; Patricia Hewitt (chemo);  
Phil Sweeney (shingles, friend of Brenda Mask); Vontreal Mitchell-
Copeland (Ruby Lewis’ nephew, cancer); Dana Robertson (Sharon 
Egolf’s daughter); Jenny Laws (Nikki Williams’ cousin, cancer).

Thank you
Thank you for all the prayers, cards, and calls. I am much better, 
but the reaction to the IV had been severe. My main help & 
strength through this has only come from our great and loving 

God.    Brenda Mask
********Thank you for your gift to the Florida School of Preaching in 

memory of Shirley. I send my sincerest thanks to SFA for 
everyone’s prayers and cards. In lieu of flowers, please send 
donations to FSOP in her memory. In Christian love, Bill Crocker

********
Thank you to my wonderful church family for all the cards, 
calls, texts, & prayers during Brian’s hospitalization & 
recovery. And thank you to all who provided meals. Every 
one of you is a blessing. We could not make it without you. 

Thank you again. In Christian love, The Smith Family 
********

To my brother and sisters in Christ at SFA, I appreciate 
all the prayers, cards, phone calls, yard work, and kind 

thoughts. Sincerely, George Davis 

UUpdates & prayer reqUestspdates & prayer reqUests
Jim Turner was in the VA hospital in Tampa. He is now home.

Sharon Egolf’s daughter, Dana Robertson, was admitted into 
Winter Haven Hospital Thursday morning. She is now home.

Margaret Norman’s heart surgery went well. She is staying with 
her daughter, Mary Jo, for a few days.

Nikki Williams’ cousin, Jenny Laws, is battling cancer again. 
They are unsure of the prognosis. 

SFA FAMILY MATTERS
“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” James 5:16

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~   
May 17 ..................................... $5,503.00
May 24 ..................................... $6,856.00
May 31  ................................... $7,956.00
Jun 7  ..................................... $7,396.00
Contribution Average ........... .. $7,050.10

This God - His way is perfect; the word of the Lord 
proves true; He is a shield for all those who take 

refuge in Him.
Psalms 18:30

Responses
Marcella Swain requests prayers to be a better wife & Christian.

Sunday, June14, 2020Sunday, June14, 2020
Announcements ............ David Anderson 
A.M. Song Leader ......................  Andre Medley
P.M. Song Leader ................. Vince Daugherty
Opening Prayer ............... Alex Parramore
Lord’s Table ........................ George Davis
Closing Prayer ........................ Jeff Bingle

Song Leader/Prayer .......... Rick Kenyon
Closing Prayer .......... Tucker Sweeney 

Wednesday, June 17, 2020



that subject, the first of which began January 22. John Calvin (1509-1564) was a French theologian and Reformer. He was not the first 
to teach the major tenants of his doctrine, but he certainly popularized them. He had (and has) a tremendous, but erroneous influence 
upon the religious world from his day until now. The basic doctrines of “Calvinism” are given by a five point acrostic (T-U-L-I-P). 
The T stands for “total hereditary depravity” (also known as “original sin”). The U stands for “unconditional predestination.” The T 
stands for “limited atonement.” The “I” stands for “irresistible grace.” The “P” stands for “perseverance of the saints” (also known as 
“once saved, always saved”). “Calvinism” must be recognized, understood, and refuted. In the next five bulletins, we will examine
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   Women of the Word

Actions Do Speak Louder Than Words
by Dottie Fife 

Words are hard to come by during these difficult days. I do know God is in control, and it makes me sad 
that the world can’t see how wonderful and powerful our God is. 

“For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be the glory forever, Amen.”
(Romans 11:36)

It is times like these that we need to encourage those who are lonely and/or depressed. 
Who do you know that might need a little encouragement? Sometimes, all it takes is just to let them 
know you are thinking of them and that you care. I am taking my own advice and reaching out to several

that I know who could use a kind word or deed. 
God is in control, and I know these difficult days will pass.

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” 
(Psalm 46:1)

 

The elders/deacons/preachers meeting 
will be Sunday, June 14 at 4:30 pm

Mission Work Updates
Recent newsletters from two of our missionaries 
are posted on the bulletin board. Please read them 
and feel free to send them an email (international 
mail gets returned). If you would like a copy, 
email the office to get the newsletters forwarded 

to you.
 

If you are interested in If you are interested in 
attending Bible camp at CFBC, attending Bible camp at CFBC, 

June 21-27, 2020June 21-27, 2020
(Mullins-Faneuf week),(Mullins-Faneuf week),

 please see Brian. please see Brian.

David & Goliath 
I Samuel 17

Things that did not matterThings that did not matter
#1 Goliath’s size vs. David’s size#1 Goliath’s size vs. David’s size

#2 Goliath’s armor and weapons #2 Goliath’s armor and weapons 
vs. David’s armor and weaponsvs. David’s armor and weapons

#3 Goliath’s experience in battle #3 Goliath’s experience in battle 
vs. David’s experience in battlevs. David’s experience in battle

Things that did matterThings that did matter
#1 David’s faith in God #1 David’s faith in God 

vs. Goliath’s faith in his godsvs. Goliath’s faith in his gods


