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Congratulations Graduates 2015!

Elly Enamorado
Courtney, the daughter of South Florida 
Avenue church members David and 
Nikki Williams, and granddaughter of 
Pam Share, graduated June 3, 2015, 
with honors from George Jenkins High 
School. She is a very accomplished 
musician, and in her senior year, served 
with notable excellence as the marching 
band’s drum major. Her family placed 
membership with SFA in 2006, and she 
was baptized into Christ in 2007. She has 
been very active in our youth group and 
in our Lads to Leaders program. After 
spending most of this summer with her 
grandmother in South Africa, the place 
of her birth, she will attend Polk State 
College and commute to Tampa where 
she will be a part of the University of 
South Florida’s marching band. 

Courtney Williams
Elly, the daughter of South Florida 
Avenue church members Brian and 
Jagie Kenyon, graduated June 1, 2015, 
with high honors from Kathleen High 
School’s Central Florida Aerospace 
Academy. For most of her high school 
career she served with high distinction 
in the Air Force JROTC. She attended 
Polk State College her entire senior year. 
She has  accumulated many volunteer 
hours through her work and service 
in the community. She has attended 
services at SFA since she was three and 
was baptized into Christ in 2009. She 
has been very active in our youth group 
and in our Lads to Leaders program. 
She has chosen to serve our country in 
the United States Air Force and reports 
for basic training on August 11, 2015.

More Graduates on Page 4



Character and Reputation
T. Pierce Brown

Probably, a working definition of the terms with which this article is titled would be: “Character refers to what a 
person is; reputation is what people in general think he is.” Often, they may be about the same, for the old saying 
that you can fool some of the people all the time and all of the people some of the time, but you can’t fool all the 

people all of the time is probably true. All of us are probably aware of persons whom we have considered as “honest as 
the day is long.” However, when some situation arose that was revealing, we discovered that the night came all too soon.

It is sad that throughout the brotherhood there are those who can fly 1,000 miles to speak on a lecture program about 
the value of personal evangelism, but have never been known to walk across the street to set up a Bible study. There are 
those who write excellent articles for what we think are some of the best papers in the brotherhood, but whose moral 
qualities are such that those who know them best trust them the least.

There are those who seem to float around like buzzards looking for something rotten to feast on, and when they 
cannot find anything rotten, try to make it that way with innuendo, perversions and sometimes outright lies. We have 
not yet discovered why they seem to fit so well into the description given in Romans 1:29-30, “full of envy, murder, 
debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things,” 
and perhaps we would have to be able to judge men’s motives to discover why, but although we do not know why they 
invent evil things, we do know they invent them.

We know men who seem to be opposed to good works that they did not begin, or were begun by those whom 
they do not appreciate. They are unable to offer any scriptural reason for their opposition, but they are full of hints, 
suggestions, doubts and questions about which they apparently want no answers.

If it is Jones, Smith and Brown whom they wish to destroy, they make no allegations, in many cases. They simply 
raise such questions as this, “Have you heard Mr. Jones attempt to make any defense of the charges of homosexuality 
which have been raised about him?” “We are not charging Mr. Smith of anything wrong (at this time), but it is reported 
that he is associating with Mr. Jones, about whom we have reservations, and until he disproves the charges that are 
leveled against him, we are simply going to say that it is our observation that ‘birds of a feather flock together’ and 
leave it at that.” Yet, they seldom leave it at that. They proceed with something like this, “I have not heard of Mr. Brown 
getting drunk at all for the last two weeks, and we cannot prove that he is now being unfaithful to his wife. I have great 
hopes for him, except for the fact that he associates with Smith and Jones.”

The truth of the matter is that they never heard of Mr. Brown ever getting drunk, and he has never been unfaithful 
to his wife. If pressed on the matter, they can piously say, “I never accused him of anything.”

It is perfectly legitimate, scriptural, proper and good for us to ask questions for information about any program, 
activity or person with whom we have to deal. However, when we have supposedly “sound” brethren who specialize 
in such questions as, “Have you stopped beating your wife?” and sometimes, “When did you stop beating your wife?” 
under the guise of obeying the scripture in 1 Thessalonians 5:21, “Prove all things; hold fast that which is good,” it is 
very sad.

Perhaps, a buzzard can be sprayed with cologne and think, “I am really a butterfly or hummingbird,” and he may 
even smell that way for a while. However, if one watches closely where he always lands, one will discover that flowers 
are not his interest or concern, but something vile, even if he has to make it himself.

In all probability, if a man’s reputation is not able to stand on its own feet, so to speak, with those who know him 
best, his reputation may not be worth much in the first place. Yet, when a person who claims to be a Gospel preacher 
starts spreading bad rumors, innuendoes and doubtful things about another person whom you may not know personally, 
but whom you have had no reason to doubt, you would do well to do some close checking on those who know them 
both, and inquire into possible motives, before you start believing and reacting to those evil reports.

In general, if each of us will make sure we take care of our character, our reputation will eventually take care of 
itself, even though it may come under attack by some jealous or ungodly person. Perhaps, we should better understand 
and appreciate Luke 6:26, “Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you!” but I must confess that it still hurts 
me when there is apparently a deliberate effort to damage the reputation of a brother in Christ, or some good work with 
which he is associated, simply because of some personal spite.



  

Sunday, June 7, 2015   
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class .....................................Ken Walker.
Prayer ............................................................. Jim Tur.ner.
                                     10:30 A.M.  
Announcements .......................................Kenny Fr.ench
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendr.ix
Opening Prayer ................................... Tucker. Sweeney
Closing Prayer .............................................Tim Cr.oson
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader .................................................. Jim Tur.ner.
Opening Prayer ..............................................Jeff Bingle
Closing Prayer ...........................................Paul Romine
Greeters .................................................... The Estr.idges
Att. Cards......... .............................................. Paul & Ian
Open & Close Building ................................Tim Cr.oson

Wed. June 10, 2015
Song Leader .................................................Ken Walker. 
Opening Prayer .......................................David Williams 
Closing Prayer ......................................David Ander.son

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231 

Sunday,  Jun 14, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ...................................... Jim Tur.ner.
Prayer...................................................... Fr.ed Str.ickland
                                     10:30 A.M.    
Announcements .......................................Kenny Fr.ench 
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendr.ix
Opening Prayer ........................................ Josh Estr.idge
Closing Prayer ........................................David Williams
                                      6:00 P.M
Song Leader .........................................Tucker. Sweeney
Opening Prayer .........................................Steve Hunley
Closing Prayer ........................................ Jason Hendr.ix
Greeters ...........................................................The Fife’s
Att. Cards ............................................... Ian & Sebastian
Open & Close Building ................................Tim Cr.oson
                         Wed. June 17, 2015
Song Leader...............................................Steve Hunley             
Opening Prayer..............................................Jeff Bingle 
Closing Prayer.................................. Bobby Sheumaker.

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~  .  
May  10 ................................ $4,630.00
May  17 ................................ $4,222.72
May  24 ................................ $4,264.50
May  31 ................................ $4,942.03
Contribution Average ......... $4,668.64
2015 Weekly Budget ........... $4,302.98

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

John McShane ............... Table  ................... Char.les Paulin
Rober.t Cooper. .............. Assist ........................C.J. Gr.imes

Prayer List
Our Members:  Keep Margaret Coone, Jacquelin Dopwell, 

Gerry Lawrence and Sharon Washington in prayer.
Relatives:   Wayne Hendrix.
Shut In Members: Ann Howard,Virginia Plumlee, Bill 

Burton, Dick & Joyce Burbage.
Others:  Also keep in prayer Sybil Carr, Chrissi Fuesner, 

Dottie Gutzler and Cherie Campbell.

June

  HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
Message this Week

.“Live a Good Life”.
WONN 1230 or WLKF 1430  or on web page
www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com

Upcoming Events
June 7th: Monthly “Fellowship In Service” will meet after 

evening services. We will be honoring our graduates by 
bringing their favorite foods. The sign up sheet is on the 
back bulletin board.

June 20th:  Men’s breakfast is at the Central Church of 
Christ in Haines City at 8:00 a.m.

Sympathy
Stacy Lester, daughter of Jim & Wanda Turner passed away 

Thursday May 28th. Please continue to keep this family in your 
prayers. The funeral service will be held Saturday June 6th at 
the Bell Shoals Church of Christ in Brandon. The viewing will 
be at 9:00 a.m. and the service will follow at 11:00 a.m. We 
have been asked to provide a dish for the luncheon following. 
In lieu of flowers the family has set up a trust fund for Stacy’s 
children at the Suncoast Credit Union.

Hither, Thither and Yon
Darlene Thompson is in Tennessee visiting with her brother. 

Carol Pace is leaving this week to be with her son in Michigan. 
Pam Share and Courtney Williams will be leaving on June 8th 
for South Africa. Pam will be returning to Africa permanently 
but Courtney will return home the end of July. Please pray for 
safe travels for all.

Responses
We rejoice with the angels in heaven with two baptisms. 

Beverly Jakelsky was added to the church on Thurs. May 28th 
and David Dix made his decision to put on Christ Sun. May 
31st after morning services. Welcome them into our family.
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Return Service Requested

Friday-Saturday, June 5-6 A girls only 
“lock-in” will be held at the church building. Be prepared to 
learn God’s word, sing spiritual songs, and have lots of fun 
and fellowship in the process! Hope all girls can participate.
Sunday, June 14  “Second Language study with 
Lads to Leaders will meet at 5:00 p.m. All are invited to 
participate, especially those going to Costa Rica! 
Saturday, June 20 will be our regular monthly 
youth devotional and activity. The activity will involve a 
service project to help with our VBS, 

Important Youth Dates Pray for Costa Rica
On July 10, our youth group and adult mentors will depart Orlando  for 
a Costa Rica missionary campaign. The group will join other church

of Christ members  
and seek to bring 
lost souls to Jesus. 
We will do personal 
Bible studies with a 
Gospel meeting each 
evening. Thanks

Adult class teacher: Kevin Patterson (Sebring Parkway)
Teenage class teacher: Hiram Kemp (FSOP student)June 21-25VBS Classes 4

All Ages!

June 26-July 4 is Bible Camp week! 
Be sure to make plans now to join us!

Lindsey Wyatt

Lindsey, Chuck and 
Evelyn Wyatt’s grand-
daughter, graduated 
with a surgical 
technologist diploma 
from Concorde 
College in Tampa. She 
now works at LRMC. Nathan Wyatt

Nathan, Chuck 
and Evelyn Wyatt’s 
grandson, graduated 
from Lake Gibson 
High School Medical 
Academy. He will 
continue to pursue a 
medical career. 

Chad Jackson Sisk

Chad, Bob McAnally’s 
grandson, graduated 
from Florida Coastal 
School of Law in 
Jacksonville. He 
will be studying and 
preparing to take the 
Tennessee bar exam. Matthew Cardwell

Matthew, Jeanelle 
Thrower’s grandson, 
graduated from 
KHS’s Central Florida 
Aerospace Academy 
and will attend 
Florida State College 
of Jacksonville. Stephanie Kenyon

Stephanie, Brian 
and Jagie Kenyon’s 
daughter-in-law, 
graduated from 
Thomas University 
in Georgia (BS in 
psychology). She will 
go to graduate school.  

May our graduates heed 
the advice of Solomon . . .
“Fear God, and keep his command-
ments: for this is the whole duty of 
man” (Ecclesiastes 12:13).
We look forward to hearing 

great things from them!


