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Suffering for Unforgiven Sins
by Mel Martin

Forgiveness is not a denial of a deed, but a removing of the penalty of sin. At the risk of oversimplification, let 
us clarify this point. When a person is forgiven, it is not the case that his past actions really never occurred. They did 
occur. Furthermore, the sins in which we once participated may have lasting consequences. (We may still have to go 
to jail, not get our job back, or be able to regain our family. Some things may be lost to us.) But we can rest assured 
that though we may bear the scar of sin for life, we do not have to bear the penalty of sin.

 We should not equate the physical suffering brought on by our sin with our spiritual relationship with God. It 
just may be that some will think that God never has really forgiven them because they are still suffering from some 
lasting consequence of their sin. Because we may have a strong hatred for our past sins, we may want all things to 
be as if we never committed the sins, but this cannot be. 

Forgiveness does not erase the past and deny that the action ever took place. Forgiveness admits the sin and then 
removes the penalty for the sin. We can be bathed in the comforting truth that we can be as clean and pure, having 
our sins forgiven, with a clean heart, as one who has never sinned. We can hold our heads high and honestly say, “I 
am not like that any more!” This is not a denial that we were once a sinner, but a denial that we still serve sin. 

I AM THANKFUL 
I Am Thankful. . . For the husband who complains when his dinner is not on time, because he is home with me, 

not with someone else. For the teenager who is complaining about doing the dishes, because that means she is at 
home and not on the streets. For the taxes that I pay, because it means that I am employed. For the mess to clean up 
after a party, because it means that I have been surrounded by friends. 

For the clothes that fit a little too snug, because it means I have enough to eat. For my shadow that watches me 
work, because it means I am out in the sunshine. For a lawn that needs mowing, windows that need cleaning, and 
gutters that need fixing, because it means I have a home. For all the complaining that I hear about the government, 
because it means that we have freedom of speech. For the parking spot I found at the far end of the parking lot, 
because it means I am capable of walking, and that I have been blessed with transportation. 

For my huge heating bill, because it means I am warm. For that lady behind me in church who sings off key, 
because it means I can hear. For the pile of dirty clothes and ironing, because it means I have clothes to wear. For 
weariness and aching muscles at the end of the day, because it means I have been capable of working hard. For the 
alarm that goes off early in the morning, because it means that I am alive. And finally...for too much email, because 
it means I have friends who are thinking of me.      ~ author unknown 



A Friendly Church With a Vital Message Proclaiming the Unsearchable Riches of the Lord Jesus.
The Messenger is published  weekly by the South Florida Ave. Church of Christ meeting at 1807 South Florida Ave - Lakeland, FL 33803   Vol. 66 No. 19 05 -07-13

MESSENGER
 The South Florida Avenue The South Florida Avenue

ELDERS
David Anderson
Kenny French 

Bobby Sheumaker

DEACONS
Jeff Bingle

Jimmy Sweeney
David Williams
Chuck Wyatt

MINISTER
Robert McAnally
(863) 682-3600

ASSOCIATE MINISTER
Brian Kenyon
(863) 944-8565

SECRETARY
Virginia Walker

OFFICE PHONE
(863) 682-4702 

SUNDAY SERVICES
Bible Study...................9:30a.m.
Worship......................10:30a.m.
Evening Worship........6:00p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Ladies Class.............10:00a.m.
Bible Study.................7:00p.m.

HOME OF
Florida School of Preaching

MISSION FIELDS
Dub Hill...........................Russia
Don Iverson.......................India
Randy Judd........Malawi, Africa
Graham McDonald.....Scotland
J. Paguaga.......Honduras, C.A.
Joey Treat.........Pacific Islands
Ted Wheeler..........Ghana, W.A.

EMAIL
SFA.church@gmail.com

WEB PAGES
www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com

www.sfacc.net

The Existence of GodThe Existence of God
“Lift up your eyes on high and see who has created these stars” (Isa. 40:26.    
“Has the rain a father? Or who has begotten the drops of dew?” (Job 38:28).

The clearest of all reasons for the existence of deity is the fact that every 
effect must have a cause, which fact logically leads back to an uncaused 
cause. Plato cited three reasons for belief in “the Gods,” but the one listed 

“in the first place” was the very existence of “the earth and the sun and the stars 
and the universe.” The “Gods,” said he, “produce the sun, moon, and the stars” 
(Laws, Book 10, p. 453).

Joseph Addison (1672-1719), adapting Psalm 19, followed Plato’s reasoning 
that the existence of the planetary bodies points to a maker of those bodies:

   The spacious firmament on high,
         With all the blue ethereal sky,
   And spangled heavens, a shining frame,
         Their great Oriental proclaim.
   The unwearied sun, from day to day,
         Does his Creator’s power display,
   And publishes to every land
         The work of an Almighty hand.
America’s astronauts, Neil Armstrong and Edwin Aldrin, on July 20, 1969, 

collected 48.5 pounds of rocks from the moon’s surface, and brought them back 
to the earth. An analysis shows the presence of 16 earth elements in those lunar 
rocks, the principal ones being titanium, silicon, aluminum, iron, magnesium, 
calcium, sodium and potassium. Reason says that those stones had a maker, for of 
nothing, nothing is made (ex nihilo, nihil fit).

The evidence obtained by the astronauts does not testify how or why the moon 
maker came to be in existence. But unless one assumes an infinity of makers, one 
must say that somewhere along the line there was a maker who was not made. 
One’s reason calls for an unmade maker, but if the maker was unmade he must be 
eternal. And, if he did not receive his ability to be a maker, he must be independent, 
self-contained. It appears therefore that the very existence of the moon certifies an 
independent, eternal maker.

What is true about the moon’s maker is true about the universe’s maker: “His 
unseen things from the creation of the world, his eternal power and divine nature, 
are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made” (Romans 1:20).

Hugo McCordHugo McCord
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ASSUMPTIONS
    “But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before 
the judgment seat of Christ…So then each of us shall give an account of himself to God. Therefore let us not judge one 
another anymore, but rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or a cause to fall in our brother’s way”   
           (Romans 14:10, 12-13).

    “Did you hear what so and so is doing over there?” “I can’t believe they are standing for that!” “I heard that 
they were doing ________.” We’ve all heard similar statements, and regrettably, many of us have made them. They 
seem simple and harmless, but with a simple flip of the tongue like this, an individual, a family, a church, etc. is 
labeled with a bad reputation or name; regardless of the truth, it is all based on what someone said. What a shame 
for things like that to happen. What an even greater shame when Christians speak such things of other brethren!

    A similar thing happened in the land of Canaan in Joshua 22. After the people were finally able to inhabit 
the Promised Land and began to settle in their respective areas, the tribes of Reuben, Gad and ½ of Manasseh took 
their place east of the Jordan, as opposed to the other 9½ tribes west of the Jordan. After some time, we are told in 
verse 10 that the eastern tribes built an “impressive altar.” That’s it! No more info is given at this point! After the 
building of this altar, notice the happenings in the West. “Now the children of Israel heard someone say… ‘[they] 
have built an altar’” (Josh. 22:11).

    Armed with that simple little bit of info, the same amount we know at this point, notice the western tribes’ 
reaction. “When the children of Israel heard of it, the whole congregation of the children of Israel gathered together 
at Shiloh to go to war against them” (22:12). From this little bit of info, the entire nation assumed the worst and 
decided that war was the only answer. They wisely decided that first it would be best to send some leaders to really 
find out what was going on. However, instead of going to inquire, it seems they came with the same bad assumption 
and began to rebuke and revile the other tribes: “What treachery is this you have committed against the God of 
Israel, to turn away this day from following the Lord…that you may rebel this day against the Lord?” (22:16). Not 
only did they rebuke them for this “treachery,” but then began to concoct a scenario where their building this altar 
would surely mean death and demise of the entire nation. All of this was done without the tribes ever getting a 
chance to explain themselves. When finally allowed to give an explanation, they told that the altar was simply built 
to remind them of the sanctuary of God. They didn’t want their children thinking that because they were across the 
Jordan, that they weren’t a part of the Israelite people. The reaction from the West was, in essence, an “Oh, I guess 
that’s ok,” and the leaders went home having now understood the altar.

    There are a few lessons we could learn from this story. (1) Get the facts before you act! The first time they 
heard what “someone had said,” they assumed the worst and had written the eastern tribes off as rebelling against 
God. It is a shame how often this happens among us. Christians should know and display a better attitude, and not 
allow rumors to shape our perception of our brethren. (2) New or different doesn’t always mean bad. When they 
heard of the building of an altar, it was something that was different and new, and immediately they wrote it off as 
an act of rebellion. As a result, they spent time, energy and stress over something their brethren were doing in good 
conscience, purity of mind and for a good purpose—all without going against the teaching of God. When others 
among us do things that seem unique or different to us, let us not write them off as rebels, but rather investigate 
their actions. Just because the practice is not something we may have always done, does not mean it is wrong. If the 
practice is consistent with the teachings of the Word of God, then it is surely not wrong. Many things we do in our 
service to God were new at some point (i.e., songbooks, sound systems, Bible class material, teaching aids, even 
church buildings). Remember new doesn’t always mean bad. It is easy to question the wisdom of this decision, 
however, the brash actions of the westerners were unlike what God expected of them, and unlike what God expects 
of us today. Rumors and quick tempered judgments tear down the reputations of others. Shame on us, if we practice 
such action in regard to anyone, especially in regard to those with whom we share a common faith.

Adam Blaney



Sunday,  May 12, 2013
9:30 A.M. 

Song at Bible Class ...................................... Jim Turner
Prayer .......................................................Charles Paulin

10:00 A.M.    
Announcements ..................................... Fred Strickland
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer .........................................Frank Hamby
Closing Prayer .............................................Tim Croson
                                      6:00 P.M. 
Song Leader ............................................. Stacey Paulin
Opening Prayer .........................................Steve Hunley
Closing Prayer ........................................ Jason Hendrix
Greeters ............................................. The Bingle Family
Att. Cards ............... Ian Enamorado & Sebastian Rapley
Open & Close Building ................................. Jim Turner

Wed. May 15, 2013
Song Leader   .............................................Ken Walker 
Opening Prayer ....................................... Jason Hendrix
Closing Prayer .............................................Tim Croson

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt, so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231. 

May 5, 2013      
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class .....................................Ken Walker
Prayer .................................................Bobby Sheumaker

10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ..................................... Fred Strickland
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ........................................Kenny French
Closing Prayer ..............................................David Deal

6:00 P.M.Song Leader ............................................. Stacey Paulin
Opening Prayer .......................................Jeremy Padilla
Closing Prayer ...............................................Jeff Bingle
Greeters .......................................Frank & Ginny Hamby
Att. Cards......... ........Quadarius Askew & Antonio Martin
Open & Close Building ................................. Jim Turner

Wed. May 8, 2013
Song Leader ..............................................Frank Hamby 
Opening Prayer .......................................Jeremy Padilla 
Closing Prayer ....................................... John McShane

~   HOW WE ARE GIVING   ~  .  
Apr. 07 .............................................. $4,437.12
Apr. 14 .............................................. $4,214.07
Apr. 21 .............................................. $4,251.00
Apr. 28 .............................................. $4,333.00
Contribution Average ..................... $4,199.79
2013 Weekly Budget ....................... $4,255.13

SCHEDULED TO SERVEPrayer List
Our Members: Sam Bolding was admitted to LRMC last 

Friday with pneumonia.  Please, no visitors at this time. 
Bruce Longfellow is recuperating at home. No visitors 
please. Evelyn Wyatt  is recuperating at home now and 
doing very well.  Dorene McGriffin, Mary Shoemake, 
Duane Nelson,  Margaret Coone & Sharon Washington.

Relatives:   Earl Anderson, Don Moore, Karen Swiney, Nina 
Hart, Annie Beth Coone.   

Shut In Members: Newman Kirkland, Artis Bassett.
Others: Mary Lucas (Lisa Romine’s mother), Christina 

Feussner, Kathy Peel, Danny Edmonds, The family of 
John Houseman. Please pray for all of these        

Upcoming Events  
May 3rd - 5th - Orange St. Church of Christ Youth Retreat at 

Weekee Wachee.  Several of our youth will be attending. 
May 4th - Ladies Brunch at Central Church of Christ in 

Winter Haven at 9:00 am. 
May 12th - FSOP Graduation will be after the evening 

service. Three students will be graduating.They are: 
Preston Frizzell, Bryant Johnson and Darrin Morehouse. 
Immediately after the graduation, we will have finger 
foods and desserts in the fellowship hall.

May 18th - Ladies Day at So. Fla. Ave. Church of Christ, 
Lakeland, FL. from 8:30  am - 1:30 pm.  Lunch will be 
provided. More information about the above events is 
posted on the bulletin board in the foyer.

Visitors
Nathaniel, Katie & Violet Bishop, Jim & Wanda Carothers, 

Kory & Kaelan Grannell, Lisa Romine, Smitty Smith.

Thank You Note
Lisa Romine wants to thank everyone for the prayers for her 

mother, Mary Lucas who was injured when her house burned.  
Mary is now out of the hospital, but still has a long way to go.

                             
 

                   

                                 
                                                           

May
Bobby Sheumaker ......... Table  ................... Charles Paulin
Jimmy Sweeney ............ Assist ..................... Kyle Williams

HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS......
WONN  1230 AM    Between 4 & 5 pm
            (Tue. - Wed - Thur. - Fri.)

WLKF   1430 AM  - Between 4  & 5 pm
                  (Wed.  - Thur. - Fri.)


