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Sundays @ 8:30 a.m.  Check local listings (continued on page 2)

Profile of a Sound Church 
Hiram Kemp 

When Paul wrote to Timothy, he commanded him to hold on to the pattern 
of sound words (2 Tim. 1:13). Titus was to speak the things that were in accord 
with sound doctrine (Tit. 2:1). The word most often translated “sound” in the New 
Testament means that which is healthy or well. When Paul uses the word to refer 
to teaching, he is speaking about teaching that is pure and that which is free from 
error. Sound doctrine is teaching that is profitable for the church, balanced, and 
which builds up those who hear it. Today, someone may be traveling and will want 
to know if there is a sound church in the area. It is wise to desire to assemble with a 
church who is sound and loves the truth (Prov. 23:23; Jn. 17:17). We must be lovers 
of truth, but the New Testament idea of a sound church goes further than that. Let’s 
notice a few markers of identification that would let us know whether a particular 
church was sound. 

Sound Doctrine on Salvation
A sound congregation is one where you would hear the truth about what sinners 

must do to be saved. Sound churches answer the question of what one must do to 
be saved with the biblical response of faith, repentance, confession, and baptism 
(Acts 2:37-38, 16:29-34). Sometimes a congregation refuses to teach the Bible plan 
of salvation and begins to compromise in this area. An unsound church may not 
publicly denounce what the Bible says about baptism, but they may begin to say 
things like, “This is just our tradition.” Or an unsound church may tell members 
that “One baptism is as good as another.” In the New Testament there is only one 
baptism (Eph. 4:5). The baptism revealed in the New Testament saves (1 Pet. 3:21). 
A church is unhealthy or unsound when it does not teach the truth about what men 
and women must do to be saved. 

Also, Christians must be taught that we are to continue to walk in the light and be 
faithful to be saved (Col. 1:23; 1 Jn. 1:7). A sound church will continue to encourage 
members to not grow weary in doing good, but to press on to spiritual maturity.  
One should examine what his congregation teaches about salvation and see if it 
aligns with what the New Testament says (1 Thess. 5:21). If what is being taught in 
the pulpit or in the Bible classes is not the same thing mentioned in the Book of Acts 
or throughout the epistles, the congregation is unhealthy. A sound church teaches 
sound doctrine about salvation and upholds the truth (1 Tim. 3:15). 



Sound Doctrine on Worship
A sound church is one where worship is done in spirit and in truth (Jn. 4:24). The worship that takes place in 

spirit and in truth is worship that involves the hearts of the members and is done based on what is authorized in 
the New Testament (Col. 3:17). Sound churches are not concerned with entertaining guests and visitors but with 
glorifying God (1 Cor. 1:31). The simple worship of the New Testament is engaged each time the congregation 
is assembled without apology and without compromise. In a day where churches are willing to do anything to 
garner the attention of visitors and skeptics, a sound congregation is willing to hold to the New Testament. We 
must trust God to give the increase and not seek to manufacture worship according to what we believe pleases us 
(1 Cor. 3:6).

Sound congregations realize that worship can be both scriptural and passionate. The New Testament 
authorizes congregational, a capella singing  (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16). Though mechanical instruments are not used 
in New Testament worship, scriptural worship is far from unlively because Christians sing with their hearts and 
are excited to praise God with their lips (1 Cor. 14:15). Biblical preaching does not have to be boring or lifeless. The 
preaching of the cross stirs a passion within those who proclaim it since it is the power of God to save (Rom. 1:16; 
1 Cor. 1:18-25). Though the Lord’s Supper is taken every week, this memorial does not lose its significance but 
instead reminds Christians weekly of the price paid for their salvation (Acts 20:7; 2 Cor. 5:21). Sound churches do 
not bind tithing or any other unscriptural giving percentage; however, members give cheerfully and sacrificially 
from the heart (2 Cor. 9:6-7). Based on the worship that is engaged in, one can see whether or not a congregation 
is sound. 

Sound Intergenerational Relationships 

Paul told Titus that part of sound doctrine was each generation within the congregation fulfilling its role (Tit. 
2:1-10). Older women should be teaching younger women, and young men should be following the example of 
older men. A sound congregation is one in which opportunities are provided for various generations to interact 
with each other and learn from each other. Young people are not looked down upon because, though they are 
young. They have zeal and energy to offer the congregation (1 Tim. 4:12). Older Christians are not pushed aside 
as unimportant, but instead their experience and maturity are respected (1 Tim. 5:1-2). We must be careful not 
to break the church into so many different segments and groups that the intergenerational overlap which God 
has designed to take place may be lost. We need to learn from and uplift each other. The uplifting and education 
that is needed happens as we are involved in each other’s lives. A church is unhealthy or unsound where these 
relationships are not present. Congregations must conduct events and service opportunities where all are welcome 
and can use their talents to contribute to the work (1 Cor. 12:12-24). 

Love Within a Sound Church
Jesus said his disciples would be known by their love (Jn. 13:34-35). Sound congregations are known for 

not only speaking the truth, but they speak the truth in love (Eph. 4:15).  The members in healthy congregations 
genuinely love each other and are willing to do anything to help each other (1 Pet. 1:22-23). The early Christians 
sold property and gave to help their brethren who were in need (Acts 2:42-46; 4:34-37). Today a congregation is 
sound when members have the willingness to sacrifice for others in the time of need. 

Congregations that are sound also practice church discipline. There are some brethren who are too eager 
to separate from anyone who disagrees with them in matters of judgment (Rom. 14). Yet, sometimes churches 
are too slow to lovingly practice the discipline the New Testament commands (1 Cor.5 ; 2 Thess. 3:6, 14).  Sound 
churches will not allow members to go to hell without sounding the alarm and trying to bring the wayward home 
(Jas. 5:19-20). May we do all that we can to be a loving church that will sacrifice and also discipline those who 
have ceased to live in harmony with the grace of God (Tit. 2:11-14). 

Conclusion
The profile of a sound church is given in the New Testament. This article is not meant to be exhaustive and 

include every identifying mark of a sound church, but this is a good starting place. I believe that South Florida 
Avenue is a sound congregation who seeks to be consistent in all of these areas and I am glad to (continued on page 4)



Please meet in the library.  If you cannot serve, please call 
Stacey Paulin so he can get a replacement - (863) 838-8911

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Jimmy Sweeney ..................Table  .................... Tyler Anderson
Wesley Brunson .................Assist  .................. Alex Parramore

April
Open/Close building-David Anderson

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 
Prayer List
Our Members:  Ginny Hamby got some encouraging tests results back 

last week. Margaret Norman is home from the hospital recovering from 
pneumonia. Brenda Mask has been home with strep throat.  Faith West, 
Jim Turner, Sharon Washington and Margaret Coone.

Shut In Members: Carol Eason, Virginia Plumlee, Dick & Joyce Burbage 
and Cheryl Barker. 

Others:    Larry Lester, (Toney Wilson’s brother), Gina, (daughter of 
Kathy Nester), who has Lupus,  Paulisky Irizarry,  Lynn Stevens, 
Chrissi Fuesner, Christina Jones, (Debra Pavlovic Okolichany’s 
mother in law), Tonya Mathis, Chip Bolding, Tony Seibert, Shirley 
Crocker, and Peggy Nabors (member at Orange Street).

Upcoming Events
Sunday April 14th: Elders/Deacons meeting at 4:30 p.m.
Monday April 15th: Starting of Monday evening class taught by Hiram 

Kemp on the Epistles of John at 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday April 16th: Senior Saints meeting at 9:30 a.m.
April 8th-11th: Gospel Meeting at the Midway church of Christ in 

Sarasota.
Saturday April 13th: Ladies Day at the Northside church of Christ in 

St. Pete. 8:30 a.m.-12 noon.
Saturday April 20th: Ladies’ Yard Sale Shopping Day. Meet at the 

building at 7:00 a.m.
Saturday April 20th: Annual Easter Egg Hunt at Josh and Marissa 

Estridge’s house at 11:00 a.m. If you would like to bring finger foods 
that would be great!

Tuesday April 23rd: FSOP Ladies class at 7:00 p.m.
Saturday April 28th: Men’s breakfast is at Orange Street church of 

Christ in Auburndale at 8:00 a.m.
Saturday April 28th: Men’s Training class at 4:30 p.m.
Sunday, May 5th: After evening services, we will celebrate our high 

school graduates in the fellowship room. Stay tuned for more details 
in future announcements.

Sunday, April 21, 2019
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class.................................................Jim Turner
Prayer...........................................................Bobby Sheumaker          
                                     10:30 A.M.  
Sound Booth...................................................Tucker Sweeney 
Announcements..................................................Frank Hamby
Song Leader.......................................................Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer..................................................John McShane
Sermon...................................................................Hiram Kemp
Closing Prayer .............................................. ...Wayne Shearer
Greeters .....................................................Anderson/Sweeney
Cards......... ..........................................................Colby/Sawyer
                                         6:00 P.MSong Leader...................................................... David Williams 
Opening Prayer............................................... David Anderson
Sermon...................................................................Hiram Kemp
Closing Prayer ................................................... Kenny French

Wednesday, April 24, 2019
Song Leader................................................... Tucker Sweeney
Opening Prayer................................................... Steve Hunley
Closing Prayer .................................................Wayne Shearer

Sunday, April 14, 2019
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ....................................... Tucker Sweeney
Prayer ..................................................................... Tim Croson      
                                     10:30 A.M.  
Sound Booth................................................................Phil Fife 
Announcements ................................................. Frank Hamby
Song Leader.......................................................Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer......................................................Kyle Faneuf
Sermon..................................................................Hiram Kemp
Closing Prayer........................................................David Deal
Greeters.........................................................Longfellow/Kemp
Cards...............................................................Caelen/Cam’ron 

6:00 P.M.                                     Song Leader.......................................................David Williams
Opening Prayer.................................................Fred Strickland
Sermon..................................................................Hiram Kemp
Closing Prayer .................................................Bobby Simpson

Wednesday, April 17, 2019
Song Leader.............................................................Jim Turner
Opening Prayer.................................................John McShane 
Closing Prayer .................................................Alex Parramore

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~  .  
Mar. 17..........................................$6,121.00
Mar. 24......................................... $4,422.90
Mar. 31........................................$6,843.90
Apr. 07 ....................................... $6,894.00
Contribution Average..................... $6,682.93

Tune into AM 1330 (station WWAB) with your 
friends and neighbors every Sunday at 4:00 p.m. for 
the “Way of Truth” program. This is a joint effort to 

evangelize involving Terrance Brownlow-Dindy (6th Street) 
and Hiram Kemp. Let’s point our community to the Bible!

    ~   Communion to Shut-ins   ~
   April 14th...............................................................................Youth Group
   April 21st...............................................................................Van Allen
                                                                                                                                                    

Visitors 
Sherman Williams, Eric Bunch, Jerry Green, Brian Howard, James & Victoria 
Wilcox, Haley Pack, Joe & Val Myers, Jack & Donna Martin, Margaret 
Khoury,  Welton & Denise Green, and Tiffany Hash, Megan and Sam.

Sundays @ 8:30 a.m. Check local listings
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that subject, the first of which began January 22. John Calvin (1509-1564) was a French theologian and Reformer. He was not the first 
to teach the major tenants of his doctrine, but he certainly popularized them. He had (and has) a tremendous, but erroneous influence 
upon the religious world from his day until now. The basic doctrines of “Calvinism” are given by a five point acrostic (T-U-L-I-P). 
The T stands for “total hereditary depravity” (also known as “original sin”). The U stands for “unconditional predestination.” The T 
stands for “limited atonement.” The “I” stands for “irresistible grace.” The “P” stands for “perseverance of the saints” (also known as 
“once saved, always saved”). “Calvinism” must be recognized, understood, and refuted. In the next five bulletins, we will examine

Member Spotlight

Dottie Fife 
Dottie was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
and has also lived in Kentucky, 
Kansas, and Tennessee. As a child, 
she wanted to be a school teacher. 
Her first job was selling tickets for 
a ferry that crossed the Ohio River.

She enjoys spending time with friends, cooking, baking, 
and golfing. Her most satisfying accomplishment is being 
able to take care of her mother. The best advice she’s been 
given is “Always do the best you can, even if you don’t 
always win.” She is a great, great, great aunt, and has many 
children, grands, and great grands by marriage to Phil.

Member Spotlight

Stacey Paulin
Stacey was born in Greenville, 
Illinois, and came to Florida with his 
family shortly after that. As a child, 
he wanted to be a hobo. His first 
job was delivering newspapers. He 
currently works as a receiver in the 
maintenance shop at the Publix warehouse. He likes 
mountain biking, hiking, and skateboarding. His most 
satisfying accomplishment is having faithful children. The 
best advice he’s been given is “The valleys will teach you 
a lesson; the mountaintops never will.” He and his wife, 
Michelle, have 2 children and 1 granddaughter. 

Take Advantage of the Area
Gospel Meeting Opportunities 

Central church of Christ in Clearwater
David Sain    April 21-24

“Scriptures That Enlighten & Encourage”

Eagle Lake church of Christ
Sam Willcut    April 21-25
“The Church in the World”

Midway church of Christ in Sarasota
Revival Meeting    April 8-11

Various speakers, including Brian, on 
the topic: “Bible Misconceptions” 

Check the Bulletin Board for More Details!

Profile of a Sound Church (continued from page 2)
be a member here. Still, we must grow in all of these 
areas and seek to improve in these areas, lest we cease 
to be sound in God’s sight (Rev. 3:1). God wants every 
congregation to be healthy (sound). May we speak of 
soundness in the same way that God does. 

Thanks for a Wonderful Ladies Brunch!


