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  The Blessings of Godly Leadership

Hiram Kemp

God is a God of order and structure (1 Cor. 14:33). God in his infinite wisdom 
and knowledge has always provided guidance and direction for his people. 
From the time of creation, God has led mankind and given commands and 
prohibitions for the overall good of humanity. While God possesses all authority 
and He is the One who governs the world, He often delegates authority to other 
individuals (Psa. 62:11). God has chosen certain people or groups to represent 
Him as the leader to His people. Ungodly leadership can be a hindrance to the 
work of the Lord. We should be thankful for godly leadership whenever we 
see it (Isa. 9:16). In both the Old and New Testaments there are examples of 
godly leadership and how it benefited the people of God. We should study the 
lives of godly leaders from the past, appreciate the godly leadership provided 
in the present, and be sure to continue to develop godly leaders for the future. 

Moses: Leading Through the Wilderness
Moses is no doubt one of the greatest leaders the world has ever seen. Moses 
knew God in a unique way that few others ever have (Exod. 33:11; Deut. 
34:10). Though Moses grew up in the palace in Egypt, there came a day when 
he surrendered the pleasures of Egypt in order to stand with God’s people (Heb. 
11:24-27). Moses was called by God at the burning bush near Mount Horeb to 
lead God’s people out of Egypt and into Canaan (Exod. 3:1-10). Though Moses 
was fearful initially, he soon garnered the necessary courage to stand before 
pharaoh and perform the signs which led to the deliverance of God’s people. 
Moses was a great leader and a blessing to God’s people because he was a meek 
and selfless man (Num. 12:1-3). The children of Israel were habitual complainers 
and grumblers, yet Moses was always interceding to God on their behalf. He was 
willing to be blotted out of God’s book if God was not going to preserve Israel 
(Exod. 32:30-32). He was wise enough to delegate to others when certain jobs 
were overwhelming. Moses sought out others who could judge smaller cases when 
he was busy with more pressing matters (see Exodus 18). He also trained Joshua 
to take his place when he was forbidden from entering into the promised land 
(Deut. 31:1-8). Israel had many great leaders, but Moses must always be mentioned 
among the greatest of her leaders. While Moses enjoyed a special relationship 
with God, he never allowed that relationship to make him arrogant or superior 
to others. He spent his time serving the people even when he was unappreciated. 

David: A Man After God’s Heart
After Saul failed as the king of Israel, God promised that the new king would be a 
man after his own heart (1 Sam. 13:14). As God looked on the hearts of Jesse’s sons, 
He chose David to be the new king in Israel (1 Sam. 16:7, 11-13). David was a great 
king for many reasons. He was a king that would engage in battle with the people and 
not simply sit back and watch others do the work. He was close to God as he prayed 
frequently and wrote many Psalms that would be sung and prayed by Israel (2 Sam. 
23:1; Psa. 55:17). David’s reign is described by the Holy Spirit in a positive light as his 
reign is summarized in Kings and Chronicles (1 Kgs. 2:10-11, 15:5; 1 Chr. 29: 26-30).



Senior Saints Section
This is a challenging time for all of us. Do 
not go out if you do not have to. Remember, 
we have several of our members ready and 
willing to assist you with whatever need 
that arises. They can run errands for you.

Also, because of our temporary worship 
situation, let me know if you need 
communion brought to you. The elders 
will be re-evaluating our situation soon. 
Please remember them in your prayers.

~ John McShane, deacon.

Many of us are between 65 and death. An old friend 
sent me an excellent list on how to age well. I will try to 
include one item from that list in our bulletin each week. 

Try to keep a healthy life 
without great physical effort 

- Do moderate exercise such as walking every day. 
- Eat well, and get your sleep. It’s easy to get sick. And

it gets harder to stay healthy. This is why we need to 
keep ourselves in good shape and aware of our medical 
and physical needs. 

- Keep in touch with your doctor. Get tests even when
you are feeling well. Stay informed of your health. 
“A merry heart maketh a cheerful countenance.”

Proverbs 15:13

David was the standard that other kings were to look 
to and follow. In the years following David’s reign, 
kings were said to be righteous if they followed 
God like David, and wicked if they did not follow 
the good example set by David (1 Kgs. 11:6, 15:3). 
David was far from sinless. Anyone familiar with the 
account of David and Bathsheba knows well about his 
adultery, orchestrating the death of Uriah, and his abuse of 
power (2 Sam. 11). However, David was also extremely 
penitent when he fell (Psa. 51). He was not above making 
mistakes, but when he did, he was willing to repent, ask for 
forgiveness, and do his best not to commit the same mistakes 
again. He was loved by the people he led, but he was also 
loved by his God. David was a great king and a godly leader. 

Jesus and the Apostles: NT Leadership
Of course, when leadership is considered, Jesus is in a 
class all by Himself. No one ever spoke like Him (John 
7:46). No one could do the miracles that He did (Mark 
2:12; John 9:32). Jesus led the apostles and showed them 
how to be great by serving others, not themselves (Mark 
10:43-45). After Jesus’ sacrificial death, burial, and 
triumphant resurrection, He is described as possessing 
all authority in heaven and in earth (Matt. 28:18). He is 
the author and finisher of our faith (Heb. 12:2). We are 
to follow His leadership from earth all the way to heaven 
as He is the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6). 
Jesus gave His apostles authority on earth. As He was 
ascending back to heaven, the Holy Spirit would be 
descending on the apostles in a miraculous measure 
(Matt. 16:19; John 16:13; Acts 1:8, 2:1-4). The 
apostles would be leaders in the church, write the 
New Testament as they were led by the Holy Spirit, 
and serve as pillars in the church (Eph. 2:20). The 
apostles showed great leadership as they helped the 
church through problems (see Acts 6 and 15). They 
were willing to teach, suffer, and give their lives for the 
cause of Christ. Knowing they would not live on earth 
forever, they appointed elders in local congregations 
to shepherd and lead God’s people (Acts 14:23). 

SFA: The Leadership We Serve Under
Because Jesus is the head of the church, we look to 
Him for guidance (Eph. 1:20-23; Col. 1:18). The 
elders of local congregations have Biblical authority 
over congregational matters of judgment. They are 
to provide leadership, spiritual nourishment, and an 
example for members of their congregation to follow. 
Additionally, they must give a godly defense of the 
truth (Acts 20:28; Titus 1:9-11; 1 Pet. 5:1-4). The 
eldership is made up of a plurality of men that meet 
the qualifications and is not to be dominated by one 
man above the others (1 Tim. 3:1-7; Titus 1:6-8). 
Alongside the elders, deacons are special servants 
that assist the congregation in various capacities to 
ensure the work of the Lord goes forth (1 Tim. 3:8-13). 

We, at SFA, are blessed with good and sound leadership. 
The elders that serve have done a good job leading 
the congregation through both good and challenging 
times. We should be appreciative of David, Bobby, 
and Kenny. Also, with the addition of Brian Kenyon 
to the eldership, we should thank God for their wisdom 
in seeking to appoint more qualified men to serve. We 
look forward to the eldership being further strengthened 
in their service for the Lord as we work alongside them. 

Likewise, our deacons, Jimmy, Stacey, and John, 
have shown the heart of servants as they have 
done anything asked of them and more. We are 
glad that Tyler Anderson and Jason Hendrix 
will now be serving alongside them as well. 

We all have a role to play whether we are an elder, 
deacon, or a member in general (1 Cor. 12:12-27). 
Every Christian is to abound in the work of the Lord 
(1 Cor. 15:58). Nevertheless, godly leadership is a 
blessing to be enjoyed. Thank God for it. As we look 
to scripture and notice godly leadership and how God’s 
people flourished, may we do all we can here at SFA 
to stand with our leaders so that we might do the same. 



Sunday, April 5, 2020

Communion to Shut-Ins
THIS WORK HAS BEEN POSTPONED. PLEASE 

REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
Faith West     Carol Eason     Joyce Burbage   

Cheryl Barker        Virginia Plumlee

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

April
Designated Elder - David Anderson

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

COVID 19 NOTICE
Effective immediately, we will not assemble for 
Bible classes or worship service at the church 

building. However, we will still worship our 
Lord on the first day of the week (Acts 20:7). 
As scheduled, we will live stream the entire 

worship service. You will be able to access this 
on our website.

As commanded, we will worship together, 
but it will be from home. We trust you will 

participate either by yourself or with a small 
group. A handful of our men will lead worship: 

prayers, songs, sermons, Lord’s supper. If 
you need communion, come by the office or it 
can be brought to you before Sunday. For the 
contribution, you may bring it or mail it to the 

office.

Auditorium Bible classes for both Wednesdays 
and Sunday mornings will be live streamed, 
also. Hiram and Vince will also be recording 

video devotionals during the week. These can 
also be accessed on our website.

 This is a very unusual situation we are facing. 
We appreciate your cooperation. The safety of 
our members is very important. The worship 

of our Lord is of utmost importance.  This is a 
temporary alternative to worshiping. This will 

not be a permanent situation. The Lord will see 
us through this confusion.

We covet your prayers,
David Anderson      Kenny French  

Brian Kenyon      Bobby Sheumaker
- Elders -

  
Sermon ................................................... Hiram Kemp

“ How Jesus Taught Us to Pray - Matt.6:5-15”

6:00 P.M.
Sermon .................................................. Hiram Kemp

“Treating Truth Properly: Lessons from 2 John”

All worship assignments are postponed.
Live stream will continue until further notice.

Please do not come to the building 
for worship service.

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~  .  
Mar. 15 ............................................ $7,518.58
Mar. 22 ............................................. $4,300.00
Mar. 29 ........................................... $4,975.00
Contribution Average .................... $6,945.05

WITH SYMPATHY
Anne Beth Coone, Margaret Coone’s mother, passed away 

Tuesday evening. Funeral will be in Alabama.

Responses
Johnny Singh requests prayers to resist the temptations he is 

facing and for strength while he is away from his family.

Hasani Harper has asked for forgiveness and solicits our 
prayers.

updates and prayer requests
Ginny Hamby will be starting radiation soon. She and 

Frank are requesting prayers for decisions concerning her 
treatments.

Carlene Long is now home from the hospital. Bill asks 
for continued prayers.

Annette Phillip is also home from the hospital after 
suffering a minor stroke.

Shirley Crocker (former member) is now under hospice 
care after complications from a stroke.

Jim Turner received a good report from his doctor 
concerning his cancer.  

Our Members: 

Others: George French (Kenny & Reba’s son, pancreatic cancer),
Roselyn Roberts (friend of Darlene Thompson); Daniel Styer (Rene’ 
Bingle’s friend’s son, neck cancer); Thelma Rachford (Dottie Fife’s 
sister); Felicia Plunkett (friend of Heidi & Ty Rhymes, brain tumor); 
Alicia Zamot (Jagie’s aunt); Keith Cozort (former member); Chip 
Bolding; Tony Seibert; Neil Entwistle Sr.; Tanya Irizarry; Trevor 
& Sandy Hutchins;  Derick Jordan; student of Jimmy Sweeney 
(brain tumor); Keijuan Callaway (Sharon Washington’s son); 
Mary Ankroum (knee surgery), Shirley Crocker, Bruce Coleman, 
Patricia Hewitt (chemo).

Ginny Hamby; Carlene Long; Stacey Paulin; Bobby Simpson; 
Nicole Dix; Melody Baxter; Carol Pace; Cierra Edwards; Margaret 
Coone; Ellen Shearer; Bob Pratt; Ray Nashick; Ron & Judy Ford; 
Chuck & Evelyn Wyatt; Debbie Bush; Geny Johnson; Brian Smith; 
Sharon Washington; Bernetta Green (hip pain), Darlene Thompson 
(her daughter’s passing), Annette Phillip.



 


that subject, the first of which began January 22. John Calvin (1509-1564) was a French theologian and Reformer. He was not the first 
to teach the major tenants of his doctrine, but he certainly popularized them. He had (and has) a tremendous, but erroneous influence 
upon the religious world from his day until now. The basic doctrines of “Calvinism” are given by a five point acrostic (T-U-L-I-P). 
The T stands for “total hereditary depravity” (also known as “original sin”). The U stands for “unconditional predestination.” The T 
stands for “limited atonement.” The “I” stands for “irresistible grace.” The “P” stands for “perseverance of the saints” (also known as 
“once saved, always saved”). “Calvinism” must be recognized, understood, and refuted. In the next five bulletins, we will examine
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4/4 - Ladies’ Brunch, cancelled
4/5 - Elders & deacons meeting, 4:30 pm, library

4/5 - Fellowship In-service, TBD
4/11 - Youth group activity - TBD
4/18 - Men’s breakfast, Eagle Lake

4/19 - Youth group’s Stacked Sunday, TBD
4/21 - FSOP Ladies’ class, 7:00 pm

All updates to these events will appear here.

 We invite you to worship our Lord with us  
During this unusual time, you can worship via our 
YouTube channel where our service will be live streamed.

You can enjoy our Bible class at 9:30 am 
then morning service which begins at 10:30 am.

We come together in the evening to worship again at 
6:00 pm.

The Parable of the Wise & Foolish Virgins
Matthew 25:1-13
Vince Daugherty

We need to prepare
... for the coming of the Bridegroom (Christ)
... immediately 
... for the possibility of delay

We cannot prepare
... for someone else
... once it is too late

Will time outrun your faith or 
will your faith outrun time?

Watch therefore, for you know neither the day 
nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming!

What the Bible teaches about sin:
All are guilty (Romans 3:23)

Sin separates humanity from God (Isaiah 59:1-2)
We do not inherit sin from Adam or anyone else 

(Deuteronomy 24:16; Ezekiel 18:20)
The payment for sin is death (Romans 6:23)

One man introduced sin into the world 
(Romans 5:12)

Jesus died for our sins (Matthew 26:28)
Jesus never sinned (Hebrews 4:15)

Baptism is the point at which sins are washed away 
(Acts 2:38, 22:16)

Christians do not live in sin (1 John 3:6, 9, 5:18)
Walking in the light and confession leads to being 

cleansed from all sin (1 John 1:7-9)
God will forever forgive and forget our sins if we are 

in Christ (Hebrews 8:12)

        

        


