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When We SufferWhen We Suffer
Can God feel what it is like to go through difficulty and suffering? He can because He came in the flesh and 
experienced life as a man. Hebrews 2 gives us a clue as to what He went through, and for what purpose the God 
of the universe took on flesh and dwelt among us. "For it was fitting for Him, for whom all things and by whom 
are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make the Captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings" 
(Heb. 2:10). God's ultimate plan is the salvation of humanity through Christ. To bring about that salvation, Jesus 
had to come in the flesh, "Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh, He Himself likewise shared in 
the same" (Heb. 2:14a). Jesus was God incarnate - He came in the flesh. One of the oldest heresies Christians 
have had to defend against is that Jesus only appeared to come in the flesh but did not actually come in the 
flesh. Scripture says, He could only be the "captain of their [humanity's] salvation" and bring that salvation to 
"perfection", "through sufferings." "He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy 
him who had the power of death, that is, the devil" (Heb. 2:14b). By His suffering, and death Jesus is able to, 
"release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage" (Heb. 2:15). In coming in the 
flesh, Jesus was able to overcome death because up from the grave He arose; and released His disciples of their 
fear of death, "O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory?" (I Cor. 15:55). There is more, 
Scripture continues, "Therefore in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a merciful 
and faithful High Priest..." (Heb. 2:17). Jesus can be a merciful and faithful High Priest because of the things He 
suffered. "For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted" (Heb. 2:18). 

When we examine the question, it is actually the reverse. Do we feel for Christ's suffering and for what purpose? 
There is a song that goes like this, "I want to know Christ and the power of His rising, share in His suffering, 
conform to His death; When I pour out my life, to be filled with His Spirit, joy follows suffering and life follows 
death." The lyrics are taken from Philippians 3:10,11. Ask yourself the following questions and truly meditate on 
them. Why has God put me in the place I am? Why has He allowed me to suffer through the things I have been 
through? Is there a purpose for which I am willing to die, and is it for a similar purpose for which He suffered 
and died? If your life was poured out, would you attain the resurrection from the dead? Jesus is that Captain of 
humanity's salvation, for those who would follow where He leads. Jesus is our lead example who willingly took 
the hard road, who willingly suffered, who willingly went to the cross. He is "the Author and Finisher of our faith, 
who for the joy that was set before Him, endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God" (Heb. 12:2). When we go through suffering remember: 1) God is still with you and 
cares for you; 2) God knows what it is like; 3) God can be exalted through suffering; 4) taking God's perspective 
helps you to conform more like Christ; and 5) suffering as a Christain brings you that much closer to God. 

Vince Daugherty

Rightly Identifying Jesus
Luke 9

People have many misconceptions about Jesus today. 
Even during Jesus' day people had a hard time figuring 
Him out. Some sought Him because of His fame (v. 9). 
Some believed He was John the Baptist, Elijah, or one 
of the Old Testament prophets resurrected (v. 7,8,19). 
Peter got it right when he said that Jesus was, "The 
Christ of God" (v. 20). However, just because Peter 
said the right words, does not mean he always lived 
out this truth. We too can sometimes misunderstand 

what Jesus being the Christ means. 
1) It means ready to suffer for that identity 

(v. 21-22, 43-45)
2) It means consistent daily devotion 

(v. 23-26) 
3) It means a new definition of greatness 

(v 46-48) 
4) It means grace and mercy

(v. 51-56) 
5) It means sacrifice for the sake of the kingdom 

(v. 57-62) 

Several weeks ago my wife received a call 
from a family member that she had not 
spoken to in years stating that they had 

lost everything in a fire.  My 1st thought to 
the news was thank God they are OK, but it 
sure would be nice to hear from them on a 
regular basis and not just during a tragedy. 

I knew immediately that was not how a 
Christian should respond and wondered 
then how many approach God the same 

way. Only during trial and loss did they go 
to God in prayer when he desires to hear 
from his children on a regular basis. How 

many walls have to burn in your life before 
you turn to God? Don't make prayer only 

your emergency contact, make it a regular 
practice. Mark 11:24, Romans 12:12

 In order to have a proper prayer life, we 
must be in Christ. None of the promises of 
The Bible do us any good unless we have 

put on Christ. James 5:16
Don't wait till your life is up in flames to seek 

God!



SCHEDULED TO SERVE
March

Designated Elder - Brian Kenyon

SFA FAMILY MATTERSSFA FAMILY MATTERS
“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” James 5:16

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~
Mar 6 .............................................. $8,185.00
Mar 13 ............................................ $7,179.00
Mar 20 ............................................ $6,079.00
Contribution Average ................... $6,658.83
Weekly budget .............................. $7,663.43

Sunday, March 27, 2022
 10:30 A.M.

Sermon ........................ Elliott Glasgow
"Spiritual Growth is a Choice"

 
6:00 P.M.

Sermon ...................... Elliott Glasgow
"Stairway to Siritual Maturity"

 

10:30 A.M.
Open/Close bldg (both) .......................... Hendrix
Greeters ............................................. Waldon
Song/prayer before class ............... Stacey Paulin
Announcements ...................... Brian Kenyon
A.M. Song Leader ............. Vince Daugherty
Scripture reading/Prayer ............... Rick Kenyon
Lord’s Table ............................. Josh Estridge
Closing Prayer ................ Bobby Sheumaker

6:00 P.M.
P.M. Song Leader ............. Vince Daugherty
Scripture reading/Prayer ........... Joshua Cantrell
Lord’s Table ............................. Josh Estridge
Closing Prayer ........................ Brian Kenyon
Greeters ................................................. Fife

Wednesday, March 23, 2022
Announcements .................... Rick Kenyon
Song Leader/Prayer .............. Brian Kenyon
Devo ......................................... Jeff Stewart
Closing Prayer ......................... Kyle Faneuf

Our Members: 

Announcements ...................... Brian Kenyon
Song Leader/prayer ............... Rick Kenyon
Devo .................................. Gospel Meeting
Closing Prayer ................ Bobby Sheumaker

Wednesday, March 30, 2022

Updates & Prayer requests
Declan Potvin had eye surgery on Tuesday, March 22. He is 

now recovering at home.

Upcoming Events
March
25 - SING, Orange St. 7pm
27-30 - Spring Gospel
        Meeting
April
2 - Kissimmee ladies day
3 - Potvin baby shower
3 - fellowship in-service
9 - Elders/deacons mtg
9 - Easter Egg hunt

April
10 - Elders/deacons mtg
12 - SFA Men's breakfast
12 - FSOP Ladies class
16 - Men's breakfast, 9a
        Eagle Lake
22 - Fiesta Friday

Bob Pratt - health   John & Linda McShane  - moving       
Ron & Judy Ford - health  Jim Turner - health, tests
Bernetta Green - health & strength Neil Entwistle - heart attack         
Brian Smith - heart   Bobby Simpson - health   
Debbie Bush - health    Margaret Coone           
Sharon M. Washington - health Annett Phillip - health   
Antoine & Marcella Swain - health Vanessa Palmer - health  
Stacey Paulin - health   Janie Wise - health   
Brenda Mask - inner-ear problems  Jeanelle Thrower - health
Carol Eason - sick   Anita Shearer - health   
Toney Wilson - health   Bill Long - rehab & covid  
David Anderson - post op  Charles Paulin - health

(Please update the office of any changes)
The EXTENDED FAMILY and FRIENDS prayer requests are 

emailed every week and posted on the bulletin board

Pray for our Shut-ins
Joyce Burbage      Carol Eason      Ellen Shearer

Please call before visiting

Thank you for visiting
Emel & Nuni Streicher       Jason & Alexa, Mason, Mila

Mr. & Mrs. Kelley

CONGRATULATIONS
Tucker SweeneyTucker Sweeney

for successfully completing Fire Fighter Training
Tucker has been assigned to STATION 1 in 

downtown Lakeland

��� �� ���	 
�� ����������
Joshua Cantrell for the death of his uncle on Wednesday, 

March 16, 2022. Funeral was on March 22, 2022

Fellowship Potluck Meal
Sunday, March 27 after the morning service

Pantry Request:
GAS CARDS or cash towards cards

Please give them to Rick Kenyon
Thank you!



South Florida Avenue
CHURCH OF CHRIST

1807 South Florida Avenue
Lakeland, FL 33803-2653
Return Service Requested

www.SouthFloridaAvenueChurchOfChrist.com
Email us: SFA.church@gmail.com

For sermons and podcasts, find us here.

Praise the Lord, O my soul!
While I live I will 
praise the Lord;

I will sing praises to my 
God while I have my 

being.

Psalm 146:1-2

Women of the Word Pruning the seedlingsPruning the seedlings

If you would prefer to receive the bulletin via email, email us.

There's more to gardening than the seed. There's the watering - not too much, not too little. 
There's the need for sunlight - too much will scorch, too little will wilt. 
There's also the soil - hard clay is hard to plant, soupy mud will rot.

Because Paul mentions "I planted, Apollos watered" (1 Cor. 3:6), I tend to forget one other very 
necessary need in bringing forth fruit: pruning. Yes, the Lord will absolutely determine which seed 

gives the increase, but that does not mean I do the minimal amount of work. 
Pruning can be time-consuming, painful, never-ending, & exhausting! 

What about the pruning of seedlings planted by another Christian that I may not have seen 
planted? These can be non-Christians requesting prayers in their difficult times, those who mention 
angels, or who inaccurately talk about miracles. How would they know these things if a seed wasn't 

planted at some point?
While being careful with the fragile seedling (2 Tim. 2:15-16), I must gently cut off the dead leaves 
or pick off the damaging pests (Mark 13:21-22) and give it the good nutrients in the right amounts 
at the right times (1 Cor. 13). If the Lord wills, this wild and gentle seedling will be grafted into the 

Root of David (Rom. 11:11-24; Rev. 22:16). 
“The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and whoever captures souls is wise.” Proverbs 11:30

Dee Parramore


