
The End of Your Search for a Friendly Church . . . 

Non Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Lakeland, FL

Permit No. 254

CHURCH OF CHRIST
1807 S. FLORIDA AVE.

Fl
or

id
a  

    
 A

ve

v

Problems of Misrepresentations
~ Roger Rush ~

Problems of Misrepresentations

South Florida Avenue
CHURCH OF CHRIST

1807 South Florida Avenue
Lakeland, FL 33803-2653

Return Service Requested

(Continued below)

~ Roger Rush ~

Misrepresentations (Continued)

No one likes to be misrepresented. It’s neither honest nor fair. It is the equivalent of lying, and we all know 
that lying is wrong (Exodus 20:16; Colossians 3:9). Solomon tells us that God hates a lying tongue (Proverbs 
6:17). Jesus identified the devil as the father of lies (John 8:44). Anyone who claims to follow Christ must 
surely speak the truth, and must never intentionally misrepresent his own or another’s positions! In an ideal 
world, the truth would always be told, but ours is not an ideal world. As a result, we find ourselves frequently 
misrepresented.

I have heard it said that we in churches of Christ think we are the only ones going to heaven. But that is a 
misrepresentation of the truth. We are not in the business of determining who will be in heaven and who will 
not. Judgment is in the hands of Christ (2 Thessalonians 1:7-10). Our focus is not on who is right, but what is 
right. We believe the Bible to be the inspired Word of God, and we seek to teach 

                                                                                                                                                                               .....
and do what is contained therein. The Lord, not us, will make the ultimate determination as to who will and 
who will not enter heaven. Anyone who tells you otherwise is misrepresenting the facts.

It has been said that we in churches of Christ believe in water salvation. It is another misrepresentation. 
It stems from the fact that we teach what Christ and his disciples taught regarding baptism (Mark 16:16; Acts 
2:38; 1 Peter 3:20-21; etc.). We do not believe that there is any miraculous power in water to wash away 
sins. This is accomplished by means of the blood of Christ (Ephesians 1:7; 1 Peter 1:18-19; Revelation 1:5). 
However, the Bible demands baptism. How is it possible to be faithful to Christ and teach anything else?

It is argued that we believe in a salvation of works, and not of grace. Again, we are dealing with 
a misrepresentation. No one can work his/her way to heaven. None of us can earn our salvation. We are 
undeserving of the grace of God as manifested through Jesus. We can never earn, achieve or merit salvation 
on our own. We believe that salvation is by grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8-9). It is a misrepresentation to 
say that we believe anything else. What sticks in the craw of our critics is the fact that we believe that saving 
faith must be expressed through humble obedience (Hebrews 5:8-9). This is exactly what the Bible teaches!
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Lord, Open Our Eyes!Lord, Open Our Eyes!
Joe ChesserJoe Chesser

One of the most challenging things for humans to do is to try to get a glimpse of 
God.  Even though we are the highest of God’s creation and are the only thing He 
made in His image (Genesis 1:26), we still have severe limitations in understanding 

God.  We’re just not capable of it.  God put it this way: “As the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts” (Isaiah 
55:9).  How much higher are the heavens than the earth?  No one knows, for the ends of the 
heavens have yet to be discovered.  But we do get the point.  There is just no comparison of 
humans with God.

Even so, there are many ways God has allowed us to get a tiny glimpse of His nature and 
character.  “The heavens declare the glory of God” (Psalm 19:1).  Creation tells of His eternal 
power and divine nature (Romans 1:20).  He has revealed certain things through his prophets 
and spokesmen (Deuteronomy 29:29).  Our clearest vision of God is found in Jesus: “If you 
really knew me, you would know my Father as well” (John 14:7).

The trouble is that even people who lived at the same time as Jesus and saw and heard Him 
every day still didn’t seem to connect the dots any better that we do.  It’s just tough for humans 
to see God.  And a big part of that is because we allow our human limitations to constrict our 
thinking.  It’s much easier to create God in our image than it is to allow Him to transform us 
into His.

 Let me illustrate what I am saying by using the miracles Jesus did.  Most people then and 
now saw the miracles as an end in themselves.  There were people who were blind, so Jesus 
gave them sight.  There were people who were deaf or lame or sick, so Jesus healed them.  He 
fed thousands of people with one boy’s lunch.  He walked on water and calmed storms.  So 
people began to follow Him wherever He went so that they could be healed or get something 
to eat (Mark 3:7-10; John 6:26).

But for most of them, that’s about as far as their feeble minds would allow them to go.  
They didn’t connect the power of healing the physical afflictions with the power of doing far 
greater things.  They were satisfied with sight, hearing and food.  But Jesus wasn’t. He wanted 
them to use his power of healing as a springboard of faith to see who He really was, the One 
who could give them food that would feed their souls (John 6:27).  He wanted those healed of 
physical blindness to see more than trees.  He wanted them to see God!  He wanted the raising 
of the dead to show that He can give new life to the soul.  Jesus clearly used the healing of the 
paralytic to help the spiritually sick crowd to open their eyes and be saved: “‘But that you may 
know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins …’ he said to the paralytic, ‘I 
tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.’” (Mark 2:10-11).

Lord, open our eyes to see what You see, so we can become what You are! 

O



CAN GOD REPENT?

In Numbers 23:19, we read, “God is not a man, 
that he should lie, neither the son of man, that he 
should repent.” God apparently put these words in 
the mouth of Balaam. The same idea is found in 1 

Samuel 15:29, “And also the Strength of Israel will not 
lie nor repent; for he is not a man, that he should repent.” 
Yet, it is said in Genesis 6:6, “And it repented Jehovah 
that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at 
his heart.” It even says in Exodus 32:12, “And Jehovah 
repented of the evil which he said he would do unto his 
people.” As hard as it is to conceive of God repenting at 
all, how can it be said that he repented of evil?

There are more than a dozen passages that refer to the 
fact that God repents, and two or three that say he will 
not repent. For those who are trying to find fault with the 
Bible, this is enough to reject the whole thing. For those 
who are sincerely trying to find out the truth, a little study 
will reveal it.

There are two or three basic principles we need to 
understand as we study about God. Since no human 
language can properly describe God, if God is going 
to reveal anything at all about his nature to us, he must 
use what is termed anthropomorphism, which basically 
means he must speak of himself in terms that apply to 
humans. For example, Zechariah 4:10 refers to “the 
eyes of Jehovah, which run to and fro through the whole 
earth.” Even trying to make this apply literally to a human 
would be impossible, but there is no trouble in anyone 
understanding the meaning of the passage. Isaiah 59:1 
is another case in point, “Behold, Jehovah’s hand is not 
shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that 
it cannot hear.” God does not have hands, eyes and ears 
like ours, but how else can God let us know that he hears, 
sees and helps us?

Second, the construction of the sentence in Genesis 
6:6 should give us a clue that the word “repent” as it 
applied to the Lord is not the same as when it applies 
to man. The terms “it repented him” and “it grieved 
him in his heart” are almost equivalent. The Hebrew 
word, nacham, means, “to sigh.” One can understand the 
idea easily if he has ever had to punish his child. I can 
remember when I was about to whip my son; I had tears 
in my eyes, and said, “I am sorry I need to do this.” If I 
had been speaking in biblical terms, I could have said, “It 
repents me that I do this, and grieves me in my heart.” 
My son might have said, “If you are so sorry about it, you 

should not do it,” but although a child may not understand 
the difference in regret for an action and the kind of regret 
or sorrow that leads to a change of conduct, every adult 
should be able to understand it. The difference is shown 
in the New Testament in at least two places. In Matthew 
27:3, we find, “Then Judas, who betrayed him, when he 
saw that he was condemned, repented himself.” Then he 
went out and hanged himself, instead of trying to go to 
Jesus and rectify his sin. The Greek word here is a form of 
“metamelomai.” It is not the word used in Acts 2:38 when 
Peter told them to “Repent and be baptized.” This word is 
from “metanoeo.” Perhaps the difference in the terms can 
best be seen by Paul’s expressions in 2 Corinthians 7:8-9. 
When he says that he regretted making them sorry with a 
letter, he uses the word “metamelomai” which signifies 
regret, as it is translated in the ASV. When he continues 
saying that godly sorrow works repentance unto salvation, 
he uses the word “metanoeo.” 

To summarize, the word “metanoeo” or its equivalent 
is never used to refer to God’s repenting. Only the words 
that have to do with God’s sorrow are used. When God 
is said to change his mind about a situation, it is only 
a relative term. That is, God is unchanging in his basic 
nature. He always is glad for good and sorrowful for 
bad. If a person is good and God says, “I will bless 
you,” and the person changes and does evil, then God 
is said to change toward them. Jeremiah 18:10 puts it 
this way, “If they do that which is evil in my sight, that 
they obey not my voice, then I will repent of the good, 
wherewith I said I would benefit them.” When God is 
said to repent of good, it cannot mean that God was 
ashamed of himself for doing good, and decided to do 
no more good. His change was related to their change, 
so his repentance was a relative thing. This also shows 
how God could repent of evil. He is not represented as 
having done wrong, and is sorry for the wrong he did 
and determined to do it no more. Jeremiah 18:8 shows it 
about as clearly as human language can. “If that nation, 
concerning which I have spoken, turn from their evil, I 
will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them.” 
God has never done, nor intended to do wickedness. But 
God was going to do “bad” things to the people if they 
continued in sin. If they stopped, he would change his 
response to them. It would be hard to find a word to 
express that better than the word “repent,” but we need 
to realize that an unchanging God can only be said to 
change relative to a changed condition in man.

T. Pierce Brown



Sunday,  March 17, 2013
9:30 A.M. 

Song at Bible Class .....................................Ken Walker
Prayer .....................................................David Anderson

10:00 A.M.    
Announcements ................................Bobby Sheumaker
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ...................................... Fred Strickland
Closing Prayer ....................................... Tyler Anderson
                                      6:00 P.M. 
Song Leader ..............................................Kyle Williams
Opening Prayer .........................................Steve Hunley
Closing Prayer ........................................ Jason Hendrix
Greeters .......................................Kenny & Reba French
Att. Cards ............... Sebastian Rapley & Ian Enamorado
Open & Close Building .......................... Fred Strickland

Wed. March 20, 2013
Song Leader   ....................................... David Williams 
Opening Prayer ............................................. Jim Turner
Closing Prayer ..................................... Jimmy Sweeney

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt, so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231. 

Sunday, March 24, 2013      
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class .....................................Ken Walker
Prayer .......................................................Charles Paulin

10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ................................Bobby Sheumaker
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer .......................................David Williams
Closing Prayer ..............................................David Deal

6:00 P.M.Song Leader ..............................................Kyle Williams
Opening Prayer .........................................Frank Hamby
Closing Prayer ...........................................Paul Romine
Greeters ............................................. The Bingle Family
Att. Cards......... ........Antonio Martin & Quadarius Askew
Open & Close Building .......................... Fred Strickland

Wed. March 27, 2013
Song Leader ..............................................Kyle Williams 
Opening Prayer ....................................... Jason Hendrix 
Closing Prayer ......................................David Anderson

~   HOW WE ARE GIVING   ~  .  
Feb. 17 .............................................. $4,088.05
Feb. 24 .............................................. $3,489.88
Mar. 03 .............................................. $4,936.00
Mar. 10 .............................................. $4,776.07
Contribution Average ..................... $4,182.16
2013 Weekly Budget ....................... $4,255.13

SCHEDULED TO SERVEPrayer List
Our Members: Mary Shoemake is at Highlands Lake Cen-

ter for rehab, room 406B. Sam Bolding,  Duane Nelson, 
Margaret Coone & Sharon Washington.

Relatives:  Kim Sheffield, Earl Anderson, Don Moore, 
Karen Swiney, Nina Hart, Annie Beth Coone.   

Shut In Members: Newman Kirkland, Artis Bassett.
Others:  Colleen Deal, Christina Feussner, Graham Mc-

Donald, Harold Hooks, Annette Samson, Kathy Peel &  
Danny Edmonds   Please pray for all of the sick.        

Upcoming Events  
Mar. 16th - Semi-Annual Picnic/Sing at Mary Holland Park.
Mar. 23rd - Egg Hunt at the home of the Bingle’s.  Please 

let Rene know if you plan to be there.

Mar. 24th - 28th - Gospel Meeting at Sixth Street.  Speaker 
will be Cameron Edwards.

Mar. 29th-31st - Lads to Leaders Convention in Orlando.

April 7th - 10th - Gospel Meeting here at So. Florida Ave. 
Church of Christ. David South will be the speaker.

April 21st - 25th - Gospel Meeting at Eagle Lake Church 
of Christ. Sam Willcut will be the speaker. 

Visitors 
Mr. & Mrs. Nathaniel Bishop, and daughter, Violet. Pam 

Bonine, Fran Hinson, Jim Larson, Miriam Small.

Baptism
We rejoice that Glenda Beebe was baptized into Christ for the 

remission of  sins on March 7th.  Glenda was baptized when she was 
young, but felt she did not have the proper understanding of what it 
meant. We pray God’s richest blessing on her.  

Restored
David Deal responded to the invitation Sunday morning, saying 

he had sinned, and asked for forgiveness, and prayers on his behalf.

Congratulations
To Brian and Jagie Kenyon who became grandparents again. 

John McElroy “Mac” Vann was born to Autumn and Will Vann on 
Feb. 14th. He weighed 8 lbs, 4 ozs. Parents & baby are doing fine.  

Escuse The Error
Last weeks bulletin should have read:  Braylon Scott Murrell 

was born February 28th, not March 28th.                    

March
Jimmy Sweeney ............. Table  .................David Anderson
Robert Cooper .............. Assist ......................Paul Romine


