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Desire What Makes You Grow   1 Peter 2:1-2

When we look at our relationship with God, there are always areas in which we can grow. 
Consider these questions; Can I currently grow in my relationship with God? How can 
I be a more effective servant for God? From our last article, we noted that “Jesus grew; 
we can too.” Another aspect of growing like our Lord is to desire what makes us grow. 
When we study the Bible, growth is a fundamental principle for God’s children. 
Peter in his epistles stressed to the brethren the importance of proper growth. He 
would say first, “Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, 
envies, and all evil speakings. As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the 
word, that ye may grow thereby” (1 Pet. 2:1-2). The figurative reference to “newborn 
babes,” is extended and repeated. “It is a common one in the New Testament, being 
first used by the Lord in his teaching regarding the birth from above. (Jn. 3:3, 5). 
Paul used it (1 Cor. 4:15), as did John (1 Jn. 5:1); and Jesus often compared 
his disciples to little children (Mt.18:3; Mk. 10:14-15)” (Gospel Advocate).
Peter in his second epistle also states, “But grow in the grace, and the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. To him to glory both now and forever” 
(2 Pet. 3:18). When we first obey the Gospel, we are “babes.” The more 
teaching, instruction, and encouragement we receive, the more we can grow.
Maturing as a child of God has nothing to do with our chronological age. A person can 
be a Christian for many years and still be immature. What would happen if we went 
into a first-grade classroom, and we noticed an eighteen-year-old struggling with his 
ABCs? Each of us would probably conclude that something is wrong. However, it 
becomes clear that when we examine ourselves and read our Bibles, many are stuck 
in the first grade, spiritually speaking. With topics like this one, it forces each of us to 
examine ourselves (2 Cor. 13:5). To look into the mirror (Jam. 1:25) and see where we 
can grow in our relationship with God. God does not want us to become stagnated in 
our Christianity. Again, if Jesus grew, we must be willing to grow as well (Lk. 2:52).

Adding To Your Faith Helps You Grow
As Peter writes his second letter, he again stresses the importance of growing, 
“And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue to 
knowledge; And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to 
patience godliness; and to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness 
love. For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither 
be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Pet. 1:5-8).
The word “Add” means to supply, aid, or contribute. Lay these side by side. As Christians, 
we should not be comfortable where we are in our relationship with God. Each day we 
should be striving to grow (2 Pet. 3:18). A key principle in our desiring to grow is our faith. 
The Hebrews writer says, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen” (Heb. 11:1). The word “substance” refers to a setting under, support, 
or a foundation. It is difficult to grow in our relationship with God if we do not trust God.
Paul would say to the brethren in Corinth, “For we are labourers together with God: 
ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s building. According to the grace of God which 
is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another 
buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. For other 
foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 3:9-11).
One brother pictured it this way, “If we were cars, faith is the fuel that moves us. 



"parents night out""parents night out"

BibleBible  
TriviaTrivia

on on KahootKahoot! ! 
Every Thursday at 7:00 pm.

starting Feb. 3, 2022

Saturday
Feb. 19, 6-9 pm

at the Daugherty's home
pizza will be served

Kids fun night outKids fun night out

Without fuel, we can have the fastest car in the world, but it won’t take us far. If we were houses, faith is the 
foundation upon which our spiritual houses stand. Without it, we have built our lives on the shifting sand, 
and when the storms came, we would surely fall away. If we were ships, Faith is the anchor that securely 
brings us to shore. Without it, we would be a ship on the sea of life with no possible way to get back home.”
We must desire (a strong feeling of wanting to have something or wishing for something to happen), in our relationship 
with God. Along with our faith, Peter states, we need to add virtue (moral excellence). We find that word five times in the 
New Testament (Phil. 4:8; 1 Pet. 2:9; 2 Pet. 1:3; 2 Pet. 1:5). Our temperance (self-control) must become better. Solomons 
states, “He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city” (Pr. 16:32).
We must desire for our patience to grow as well. Patience is defined as endurance, waiting. Abraham and his 
wife Sarah waited twenty-five years for their son of promise (Rom. 4:18-21). Our love for our brothers should 
be the love our God has for us. Peter concludes that list with the power of love. Paul would say to the brethren 
at Corinth, “And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity” (1 Cor. 13:13).

Discipline Helps Us Grow
One aspect we often shy away from is discipline. Discipline is defined as the practice of training people 
to obey rules or a code of behavior, using punishment to correct disobedience. The Bible often defines it: 
to instruct, correct, chastise, or rebuke. The Hebrews writes talks about how God disciplines us, “My son, 
do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him. For the Lord disciplines 
the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives. It is for discipline that you have to endure. 
God is testing you as sons. For what son is there whom his father does not discipline?” (Heb. 12:6-7, ESV).
God disciplines us, but we must also discipline ourselves. Paul says, “But I keep my body, and bring it into subjection: 
lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway” (1 Cor. 9:27). If we are 
going to grow, we need to add to our faith, and discipline ourselves. Solomon said, “Hear, ye children, instruction 
of a father, and attend to know understanding. For I give you good doctrine, forsake ye not my law. For I was 
my father’s son, tender and only beloved in the sight of my mother. He taught me also, and said, unto me, Let
thine heart retain my words; keep my commandments, and live. Get wisdom, get 
understanding; forget it not; neither decline from the womb of my mouth” (Pv. 4:1-5).



SCHEDULED TO SERVE
February

Designated Elder - David Anderson

SFA FAMILY MATTERSSFA FAMILY MATTERS
“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” James 5:16

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~
Jan 30 ........(building fund)........... $9,113.00
Feb 6 .............................................. $8,296.00
Feb 13 ............................................ $6,282.00
Contribution Average ................... $6,704.43
Weekly budget .............................. $7,663.43

Sunday, February 20, 2022
 10:30 A.M.

Sermon ........................ Joshua Cantrell
"True Conversion"

Luke 19:9-10
6:00 P.M.

Sermon ...................... Joshua Cantrell
"It Didn't Hurt"
Daniel 6:20-22

10:30 A.M.
Open/Close bldg (both) .................. D. Anderson 
Greeters .......................................... Sweeney
Song/prayer before class .................... Kyle Bingle
Announcements ................. David Anderson
A.M. Song Leader ............. Vince Daugherty
Scripture reading/Prayer .............. Lou Van Allen
Lord’s Table ........................ Wesley Brunson
Closing Prayer ......................... Josh Estridge

6:00 P.M.
P.M. Song Leader ............. Vince Daugherty
Scripture reading/Prayer ......... Jimmy Sweeney
Lord’s Table ........................ Wesley Brunson
Closing Prayer ........................... Josh Potvin
Greeters ........................ O. Smith/Nona W.

Wednesday, February 23, 2022
Announcements ...................... Rick Kenyon
Song Leader/Prayer ............ David Williams
Devo .............................. Bobby Sheumaker
Closing Prayer ......................... Josh Potvin

Our Members: 

Announcements ................ David Anderson
Song Leader/prayer ......... Vince Daugherty
Devo ....................................... Rick Kenyon
Closing Prayer ......................... Josh Potvin

Wednesday, February 16, 2022

Updates & Prayer requests
Bill Long is being moved from the hospital to rehab. He also 

now has covid.
Charles Paulin is doing much better. 
Anita Shearer is still has pneumonia 

Bobby Simpson is home from the hospital.
Janis Waldon is also home from the hospital.

David Anderson will have surgery on his hand on Monday.

Upcoming Events
February
18-20 - WWCC Spring 
        Ladies Retreat 
19 - area-wide men's 
        b'fast at SFA
19 - Youth Group Game
       Night, 6-9 pm
20 - Teacher's mtg, 5pm
22 - Ladies' Night, 6pm

February
25-27 -YES Weekend
26 - Ladies Day 
        Port Charlotte
27 - Fellowship 
         in-service
27- 3/3 - Gospel Mtg
       N. Lakeland 

Bob Pratt - health			   John & Linda McShane	 - moving       
Ron & Judy Ford - health		  Jim Turner - health, tests
Bernetta Green - health & strength	 Neil Entwistle - heart attack         
Brian Smith - heart			   Bobby Simpson - health  	
Debbie Bush - health		   	 Margaret Coone        			 
Sharon M. Washington - health	 Annett Phillip - health			 
Antoine & Marcella Swain - health	 Vanessa Palmer - health		
Stacey Paulin - health			   Janie Wise - health			 
Brenda Mask - inner-ear problems	 Melody Baxter - rehab for leg	  	
Jeanelle Thrower - health		  Carol Eason - sick			 
Staci Smith - sick			   Anita Shearer - pneumonia		
Toney Wilson - sick			   Bill Long - rehab & covid
David Anderson - surgery	

(Please update the office of any changes)

Responses
Jeanlle Thrower repents of using inconvenience as a reason for 

not worshiping God in person when she felt she could.

The EXTENDED FAMILY and FRIENDS prayer requests are 
emailed every week and posted on the bulletin board

Pray for our Shut-ins
Joyce Burbage      Carol Eason      Ellen Shearer

Sundays at 5:45 pm - Prayer time for evangelism efforts
Sundays at 5:45 pm - Pew packers in auditorium
Mondays at 7:00 pm - Epistles class - Romans
Wednesdays at 10:00 am - Ladies Bible class

Thursdays at 7:00 pm - Ladies Bible class

Thank you for visiting
Steven & Sue Tydings               Emel & Nuni Streicher

Robert & Alicia Winters           Gordon & Anna Bockert
Leah Lobban
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For sermons and podcasts, find us here.

The Lord will reign 
forever,

    your God, O Zion, 
to all generations.

Praise the Lord!
Psalm 146:10

Ladies Night Out 
Happy Galentine

Tuesday, February 22 at 
6:00 pm

More details to come.
It will be a great time to fellowship!

Sisters 
Sending 
Sonshine

Ladies,
Reveal Day is Saturday, 
March 19 10:00 a.m. 

at Rene’s house


