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DESIRE WHAT MAKES YOU GROW 1 peter 2:1-2

Joshua Cantrell

When we look at our relationship with God, there are always areas in which we can grow.
Consider these questions; Can I currently grow in my relationship with God? How can
I be a more effective servant for God? From our last article, we noted that “Jesus grew;
we can t0o.” Another aspect of growing like our Lord is to desire what makes us grow.
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When we study the Bible, growth is a fundamental principle for God’s children.
Peter in his epistles stressed to the brethren the importance of proper growth. He
would say first, “Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies,
envies, and all evil speakings. As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the
word, that ye may grow thereby” (1 Pet. 2:1-2). The figurative reference to “newborn
babes,” is extended and repeated. “It is a common one in the New Testament, being
first used by the Lord in his teaching regarding the birth from above. (Jn. 3:3, 5).
Paul used it (1 Cor. 4:15), as did John (1 Jn. 5:1); and Jesus often compared
his disciples to little children (Mt.18:3; Mk. 10:14-15)” (Gospel Advocate).

Peter in his second epistle also states, “But grow in the grace, and the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. To him to glory both now and forever”
(2 Pet. 3:18). When we first obey the Gospel, we are ‘“babes.” The more
teaching, instruction, and encouragement we receive, the more we can grow.
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Maturing as a child of God has nothing to do with our chronological age. A person can
be a Christian for many years and still be immature. What would happen if we went
into a first-grade classroom, and we noticed an eighteen-year-old struggling with his
ABCs? Each of us would probably conclude that something is wrong. However, it
becomes clear that when we examine ourselves and read our Bibles, many are stuck
in the first grade, spiritually speaking. With topics like this one, it forces each of us to
examine ourselves (2 Cor. 13:5). To look into the mirror (Jam. 1:25) and see where we
can grow in our relationship with God. God does not want us to become stagnated in
our Christianity. Again, if Jesus grew, we must be willing to grow as well (Lk. 2:52).

ADDING TO YOUR FAITH HELPS YoU GROW
As Peter writes his second letter, he again stresses the importance of growing,
“And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue to
knowledge; And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to
patience godliness; and to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness
love. For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither
be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Pet. 1:5-8).

The word “Add” means to supply, aid, or contribute. Lay these side by side. As Christians,
we should not be comfortable where we are in our relationship with God. Each day we
shouldbestrivingto grow (2 Pet. 3:18). Akey principle in our desiring to grow is our faith.
The Hebrews writer says, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence
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of things not seen” (Heb. 11:1). The word “substance” refers to a setting under, support,
or a foundation. It is difficult to grow in our relationship with God if we do not trust God.

Paul would say to the brethren in Corinth, “For we are labourers together with God:
ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s building. According to the grace of God which
is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another
buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. For other
foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 3:9-11).
One brother pictured it this way, “If we were cars, faith is the fuel that moves us.



Without fuel, we can have the fastest car in the world, but it won’t take us far. If we were houses, faith is the
foundation upon which our spiritual houses stand. Without it, we have built our lives on the shifting sand,
and when the storms came, we would surely fall away. If we were ships, Faith is the anchor that securely
brings us to shore. Without it, we would be a ship on the sea of life with no possible way to get back home.”

We must desire (a strong feeling of wanting to have something or wishing for something to happen), in our relationship
with God. Along with our faith, Peter states, we need to add virtue (moral excellence). We find that word five times in the
New Testament (Phil. 4:8; 1 Pet. 2:9; 2 Pet. 1:3; 2 Pet. 1:5). Our temperance (self-control) must become better. Solomons
states, “He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city” (Pr. 16:32).

We must desire for our patience to grow as well. Patience is defined as endurance, waiting. Abraham and his
wife Sarah waited twenty-five years for their son of promise (Rom. 4:18-21). Our love for our brothers should
be the love our God has for us. Peter concludes that list with the power of love. Paul would say to the brethren
at Corinth, “And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity” (1 Cor. 13:13).

DISCIPLINE HELPS US GROW
One aspect we often shy away from is discipline. Discipline is defined as the practice of training people
to obey rules or a code of behavior, using punishment to correct disobedience. The Bible often defines it:
to instruct, correct, chastise, or rebuke. The Hebrews writes talks about how God disciplines us, “My son,
do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him. For the Lord disciplines
the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives. It is for discipline that you have to endure.
God is testing you as sons. For what son is there whom his father does not discipline?” (Heb. 12:6-7, ESV).

God disciplines us, but we must also discipline ourselves. Paul says, “But I keep my body, and bring it into subjection:
lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway” (1 Cor. 9:27). If we are
going to grow, we need to add to our faith, and discipline ourselves. Solomon said, “Hear, ye children, instruction
of a father, and attend to know understanding. For I give you good doctrine, forsake ye not my law. For I was
my father’s son, tender and only beloved in the sight of my mother. He taught me also, and said, unto me, Let
thine heart retain my words; keep my commandments, and live. Get wisdom, get
understanding; forget it not; neither decline from the womb of my mouth” (Pv. 4:1-5).
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SFA FAMILY MATTERS
“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” James 5:16
Qur Members: SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Bob Pratt - health John & Linda McShane - moving _ February

Ron & Judy Ford - health Jim Turner - health, tests Designated Elder - David Anderson
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. Luke 19:9-10
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Bill Long is being moved from the hospital to rehab. He also || Scripture reading/Prayer .............. Lou Van Allen
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.. . ng Prayer ........cccovveeueee. r
Charles Paulin is doing much better. osing Fraye 6:00 P.M. osh Estrdge
Anita Shearer is still has pneumonia P.M. Song Leader ............. Vince Daugherty
Bobby Simpson is home from the hospital. Script’ure reading/Prayer ......... Jimmy Sweeney
Janis Waldon is also home from the hospital. Lord_s Table ......ccooovvvenene Wesley Brunso_n
. . . Closing Prayer .........ccccceeeeeeuene. Josh Potvin
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Closing Prayer .........cccocueveen. Josh Potvin
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Save the Date
March 27 - 30, 2022
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The Lord will reign
forever,
your God, O Zion,
to all generations.
Praise the Lord!

Psalm 146:10




