
A Friendly Church With a Vital Message Proclaiming the Unsearchable Riches of the Lord Jesus.
The Messenger is published  weekly by the South Florida Ave. Church of Christ meeting at 1807 South Florida Ave - Lakeland, FL 33803  Vol. 73 No. 4 01-28-2020

MESSENGER
 The South Florida Avenue The South Florida Avenue

ELDERS
David Anderson
Kenny French 

Bobby Sheumaker

DEACONS
John McShane 
Stacey Paulin

Jimmy Sweeney

MINISTER
Hiram Kemp

ASSOCIATE MINISTER
Vince Daugherty

SECRETARIES
Dee Parramore

OFFICE PHONE
(863) 682-4702 

SUNDAY SERVICES
  Bible Study...............9:30 a.m.
  Worship...................10:30 a.m.
 Evening Worship........6:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
  Ladies Class...........10:00 a.m.
  Bible Study................7:00 p.m.

HOME OF
Florida School of Preaching

since 1969

MISSION FIELDS
Dub Hill.......................Russia
Don Iverson...................India
Marc Veary.....Malawi, Africa
Graham McDonald..Scotland
J. Paguaga....Honduras, C.A.
 Joey Treat......Pacific Islands
Ted Wheeler......Ghana, W.A.

EMAIL
SFA.church@gmail.com

WEB PAGE
www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com

YOUTUBE.com
SouthFloridaAvenueChurchOfChrist

in

of the lord’s way
S E A R C H

Sundays @ 7:00 a.m.  Ch. 18
 7:30 a.m. on Ch. 4

Surveying the Song of Solomon 
Hiram Kemp

The Bible reading calendar for February is set to begin with our reading the 
Song of Solomon on February 1 and 2. If you could make a list of the most unread 
books from the Bible, I believe the Song of Solomon would make the list. How many 
sermons have you heard on this book? I have only preached once from it directly in 
three and a half years of full-time work. How many Bible study quarters have been 
dedicated to studying this book? It is just as inspired as the other 65 books which 
make up our Bible (2 Tim. 3:16-17). It is a part of all of the things that pertain to life 
and godliness that God wants us to have. 

There are many reasons why people stay away from the Song of Solomon. Some 
are “put off” by the book because of how often and plainly it discusses the sexual 
intimacy between a husband and wife. One of my professors in grad school said, 
“We should not be afraid to talk about sex. There is an entire book in the Bible about 
it. However, we should not get carried away; there’s only one book in the Bible about 
it.” While his quote is somewhat exaggerated (i.e. Proverbs), the point is we cannot 
shy away from anything God has given us because it makes us uncomfortable. It is 
said that there were more commentaries written on this book by those who lived 
after the apostles than on any other book in the Old Testament. People in the past 
were very interested in this book and wrote about it a lot. In our culture right now, 
with the sexual confusion taking place, it would be helpful for us to examine this 
book and reclaim the truth about marriage, sexuality, and self-control that God 
gives in this book. In this brief article I want to give some main themes of the book 
and some helpful pointers to keep in mind as the book is read. 

Interpreting the Book
The Song of Solomon goes by several different names. Sometimes it is called 

the Song of Songs or the Canticles. The author of the book is Solomon (Song of 
Solomon 1:1). The book is eight chapters long and can be read in a rather short 
time period. Once the book is read, the question Bible readers want answered is, 
“Who is this book talking about?” Some believe it is simply an allegory describing 
the love between Christ and the church. Incidentally, this is where we get songs 
like “The Lily of the Valley” (Song of Solomon 2:1).  Others believe it is designed to 
capture the love between God and the people of Israel in the Old Testament. God 
often describes himself as a husband to the people of Israel in the Old Testament (cf. 
Isa. 54:5; Jer. 31:32).  However, I believe these attempts to make the book merely 
symbolic or representative go against the most natural reading of the book. 



 


 


The question we must be asking as we read the book is how would the first readers have understood the book? 
This is a book about love. Love between a man and a woman (Song of Solomon 6:3). The dialogue between these 
two “love birds,” their pursuit of one another and their patience in waiting for the right time to enjoy the blessings 
of sexual relations preserved only for married couples (Heb. 13:4). The book does teach us lessons about true love 
that can be applied to Israel and God or to the church and Christ, but those are not the primary focus of the author 
initially. Let’s highlight key themes to be noticed throughout the rest of the book. 

“The One My Soul Loves”
Five times in the book, the phrase is repeated, “Him whom my soul loves” (Song of Solomon 1:7; 3:1; 3:2; 3:3; 

3:4). Love is stronger than like. The Bible never encourages husbands and wives to merely like each other but 
instead to love one another. The language used throughout this poem about “the one my soul loves” suggests a 
deep and abiding love. In our easy no-fault divorce society, few people view their spouses this way. As we read this 
book and learn from Solomon we should remember, if we are married, the one whom our soul loves. We should 
do what is in the best interest of the soul, or life, of the one we love. If we truly care for our spouses as God wants 
us to, we will remember the vows we made to them and to God and be true to those vows (Matt. 19:4-6). The one 
our soul loves should have our attention, admiration, and affection all of our lives. 

“Compliments Are Beneficial to Marriage”
As you read through the sections of the book, be impressed with how detailed the man and woman describe 

each other. They compliment each other incessantly (Song of Solomon 2:8-17; 4:1-15; 5:10-16; 6:4-10). When was 
the last time you genuinely complimented your spouse? Flattery is vain but compliments are vital to a healthy 
relationship. Learn from the Song of Solomon to be observant about things you appreciate about your spouse 
and let him or her know. We all age and change, but our love and attraction for our spouse must not dampen or 
lessen as time goes on.

“Do Not Stir Up Love”
In a book saturated with love, readers should take note of the three times the woman tells the daughters of 

Jerusalem not to awaken, or arouse (ESV), or stir up love until the proper time (Song of Solomon 2:7; 3:5; 8:4). 
One could argue that this is the main theme of the book. That while these two young people are in love with each 
other, they must exercise self-control until they are officially married. Fornication has always been sinful, and it 
will keep one out of heaven if it is not repented of (Rom. 1:29; 1 Cor. 6:9-11; Gal. 5:19-21). This book shows that 
though passions may run high, they can and must be controlled. It is better to marry than to burn, but if one 
pretends to be married when he is not, he will burn (1 Cor. 7:9).  While courting is beneficial and encouraged, 
even Christians need to be reminded not to go too far so that they will not regret things later (Rom. 6:21). 

“Love Is as Strong as Death”
As the book is ending, the woman exclaims “Love is as strong as death” (8:6) and that many waters cannot 

quench love (8:7). Love is a powerful force, and after pursuing the one her soul loves for eight chapters, she 
speaks from experience, but so can we. Whatever we love, we will give our all for it. We may not always love the 
right things but whatever it is we love, we will give our best to it. No one can resist loving someone or something 
because God has made us as individuals who can’t help but love. As Christians, we must be sure to love our 
spouses as God would have us to (Eph. 5:22-25) and to love our God with all of our being (Mark 12:30). When 
Jesus rose from the grave, he conquered death, and now we can say, love is stronger 
than death (John 3:16; 1 Cor. 15:55-57).

Conclusion
Solomon had lived a life where he had more women than he should have had (1 

Kings 11:3). Yet, during this time in his life, it seems he knew true love, and it is the 
kind of love God desires for all of us. Do not shy away from this book but join in this 
poetic book, love as you should, and sing the Song of Solomon.

Thy lips, O my 
spouse, drop as the 
honeycomb: honey 

and milk are under thy 
tongue; and the smell 
of thy garments is like 
the smell of Lebanon.

(Song of Solomon 4:11)



Communion to Shut-Ins
February 2nd .......................................................... Deal
February 9th ....................................................Van Allen
February 16th ............................................ Youth Group
February 23rd ......................................................... Deal

Please add your name to the list to serve!

If you cannot serve, please let the office or Stacey Paulin 
know ASAP so a replacement may serve in your place.

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Josh Estridge ............Table...................... Alex Parramore
Dennis McCarter ........  Assist ....... Gabriel Brownlow-Dindy

February
Designated Elder During Services - Kenny French

Open/Close Building - John McShane

Watch . . .

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Sunday, February 9, 2020
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class/Prayer ......... Terrance Brownlow-Dindy, Jr.  
Sound Booth ...................................................... Tucker Sweeney
Announcements ......................................... Frank Hamby
Song Leader ..................................................Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer .............................................. Wadi Khoury
Sermon ............................................................ Hiram Kemp
Closing Prayer ............................................ Kenny French
Greeters...before: ..................................... Sweeney
Greeters...after: ............................. Darlene/Brenda 
Cards ............................................................. Kevontre/Colby

6:00 P.M.
Song Leader............................................. Vince Daugherty
Scripture reading/Prayer.................................... John McShane
Sermon............................................................. Hiram Kemp
Closing Prayer.............................. Terrance Brownlow-Dindy, Sr.

Wednesday, February 12, 2020
Song Leader/prayer ............................................... Brian Kenyon
Closing Prayer ............................................ Wayne Shearer

Sunday, February 2, 2020
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class/Prayer ................... Jonathan Singh
Sound Booth .......................................... Tucker Sweeney  
Announcements ............................................... Frank Hamby
Song Leader ...................................................... Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer .......................................... Wesley Brunson
Sermon ................................................. Vince Daugherty
Closing Prayer ............................................ Jim Edmonson
Greeters...before: ........................................... D.Williams 
Greeters...after: .................................................. Dix
Cards ....................................................... Kevontre/Colby

6:00 P.M.
Song Leader ................................................. Kyle Williams
Scripture reading/Prayer ........................................ Allen Grimes
Sermon ........................................... Vince Daugherty
Closing Prayer ................................... Alex Parramore

Wednesday, February 5, 2020
Song Leader/Prayer ..................................... Ian Enamorado 
Closing Prayer ................................................. Rick Kenyon

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~  .  
Jan. 05 .............................................. $7,177.77
Jan. 12 ............................................... $7,999.01
Jan. 19 .............................................. $7,489.00
Jan. 26 .............................................. $5,994.32
Contribution Average ........................... $7,165.03

Visitors
Tiffany Hash, Shirley Willis, Bobby & Peggy Cole, Jack & Donna Martin, 
Scout Carter, Dajha Powell, Wanda Powell, Eric Bunch, Sherman Williams, 
Jerry Green, Jennifer Waldon.

January clean-up team: 
John McShane (A-D)

Prayer List
Our Members:  Tonya Anderson; Bobby Sheumaker; Nicole Dix; Melody 

Baxter; Carol Pace; Ginny Hamby; Cierra Edwards; Margaret Coone; Ellen 
Shearer; Bob Pratt; Ray Naschick; Ron Ford; Chuck & Evelyn Wyatt; Debbie 
Bush; Geny Johnson; Brian Smith; Sharon Washington.

Shut In Members: Faith West, Carol Eason, Virginia Plumlee, Joyce Burbage 
and Cheryl Barker. 

Others: Thelma Rachford (Dottie Fife’s sister); Shirley Crocker (former 
member, two small strokes); Alicia Zamot (Jagie’s aunt); Andre & 
Nasheka Medley and baby Nya; Kate, baby Nya’s NICU nurse; Tonya 
Mathis (hospice care); Keith Cozart (former member); Larry Laster; 
Chrissi Fuesner; Chip Bolding; Tony Seibert; Neil Entwistle Sr.; Tanya 
Irizarry; Trevor & Sandy Hutchins; Patricia Hewitt (member of church in 
Georgia undergoing cancer surgery); Derick Jordan; Peggy Nabors (Kim 
Faneuf’s mother); Keijuan Callaway (Sharon Washington’s son);  Anna 
Bess (Margaret Coone’s mother); Janet Moore; Mary Ankroum; Bruce 
Coleman (Rosalind’s husband).

Upcoming Events
Friday, January 31st: Singing night at Orange Street, 7-8:30 pm. The church 

van will leave at 6:15 pm.
Saturday, February 1st: Ladies’ Day at Sebring, 8:30 am registration 
Saturday, February 8th: “Littles” youth group activity. See Vince for details.
Monday, February 10th: Exploring the Epistles class, 1 & 2 Peter, 7:00 pm.
Friday, February 14th: Sweetheart Banquet, 6:00 pm in the fellowship hall. 

Sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board. 
Saturday, February 15th: SFA is hosting this month’s Men’s Breakfast.
Sunday, February 16th: Parent & Youth lunch/meeting after morning service; 

communion to shut-ins; Lads2Leaders workshop.
Tuesday, February 18th: Senior Saints Meeting, 9:30 am
February 21-23th: YES weekend in Valdosta, GA. Last day to sign up is 

Feb. 2nd. For more details, see bulletin board or Vince.
Sunday, February 23rd: Men’s training class, 9:30 am
Tuesday, February 25th: FSOP Ladies’ class, 7:00 pm - Romans 16
Friday, February 28th: Monthly Singing Night at Orange Street, 7-8:30 pm.

Podcast
 We invite you to listen to our new podcast (recorded radio broadcast)   
 that is hosted by members of our congregation and features topics 
 that are spiritually relevant. It is posted on our website and on our 
 YouTube channel. It is called: 

The Modern Day Christian Podcast 

Thank You
Your continued thoughts and prayers are so much appreciated. My husband 
came through his operation alright. He had 2 aneurisms in his brain. The 
bleeding had been stopped on one and continued monitoring is on the other. 
God is good!                 In Christian love, Rosalind Coleman family.



 


that subject, the first of which began January 22. John Calvin (1509-1564) was a French theologian and Reformer. He was not the first 
to teach the major tenants of his doctrine, but he certainly popularized them. He had (and has) a tremendous, but erroneous influence 
upon the religious world from his day until now. The basic doctrines of “Calvinism” are given by a five point acrostic (T-U-L-I-P). 
The T stands for “total hereditary depravity” (also known as “original sin”). The U stands for “unconditional predestination.” The T 
stands for “limited atonement.” The “I” stands for “irresistible grace.” The “P” stands for “perseverance of the saints” (also known as 
“once saved, always saved”). “Calvinism” must be recognized, understood, and refuted. In the next five bulletins, we will examine
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YES Weekend  hosted by the Forrest Park church 
of Christ in Valdosta, Georgia. Lord willing, we will meet 
at the fellowship hall Friday, Feb. 21, eat lunch, load up 
the vehicles, and go to Georgia. We will return Sunday 
afternoon, Feb. 23. Let Vince know if you would like to go! 

We rejoice that 
Carlos was 
baptized Tuesday 
night, January 
21, 2020. The 
providence of God

brought him in contact with FSOP students who taught 
him bout Jesus, which includes baptism (Acts 8:30-38).

We also rejoice 
that Fran was 
baptized into 
Christ Friday 
morning, January 
24, 2020. She had 

been attending our Wednesday morning ladies Bible class 
for several months. Thank God for salvation (Mk. 16:16)!

New Member Spotlight

Jonathan Singh
Jonny was born in Guyana, South 
America. As a child, he wanted to 
be a professional singer. His first job 
was in photography. He is currently 
an FSOP student. In his free time, 
he likes to play sports. His favorite
season is summer. He also enjoys culture, food exploration, 
nature related experiences, the creative platform, and 
travel. He is good at being energetically involved. His most 
satisfying accomplishment is his experience in the music 
industry. The best advice he’s been given is “There’s no 
right way to do something wrong.” Welcome, Jonny!

New Member Spotlight

Ingrid Stewart
Ingrid was born in Kingston, 
Jamaica. As a child, she wanted to 
be a nurse. Her first job was as a 
secretary of a driving school. She 
is currently a secretary/accounting 
specialist. She is good at giving hugs.

Her most satisfying accomplishments are her marriage, 
her children, learning how to drive at 33 years old, and 
working almost 30 years with the Polk County School 
Board. The best advice she’s been given is “Get off welfare 
and set an example for your kids.” She has 5 birth children, 
1 stepdaughter, and 6 grandchildren. Welcome, Ingrid!


