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Looking for a City
Joshua Cantrell

As we walk with God and commune with God, there is nothing more important 
than our faith. The word occurs over 200 times in the Bible. Scripture emphasizes 
the importance of faith. The just shall live by faith (Romans 1:17). We are justified 
by faith (Romans 5:1). Faith is the victory that overcomes the world (1 John 5:4). 
As read Hebrews 11, we see how faith works. The Hebrews writer gives us the 
accounts of many lives to show us that there are rewards for those who remain 
faithful. These saints were suffering a great deal of persecution, so he encourages 
them by showing they are not alone. Often, we think we are the only ones who are 
going through something. We must remember we have an entire Bible teaching 
us that others have already overcome those things.

He gets to this section of Hebrews 11 where he discussed the life of Abraham 
and Sarah. The Bible says, “For he looked for a city which hath foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God” (Hebrews 11:10). They kept their eyes and focus 
on something greater than this life. We must remember to do the same as we go 
through life as well. 

They Looked For A City That Was Real 
As we look forward to the great day our God has for us, we must remember 

that heaven is a real place. Heaven is a prepared place for a prepared people. 
Jesus said, “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe in me. In 
my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I 
go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also” (John 
14:1-6). This is a promise from our Lord. We often sing the song, “Don’t you want 
to go to that land?” What a glorious day that will be! 

They Looked For a Reachable City 
There are many goals we set for ourselves in life. Recently, I was watching 

a program and the emphasis was on who can become a millionaire the fastest. 
While many of us won’t reach that goal, heaven is reachable. God has promised 
us if we are “faithful unto death, he will give us a crown of life” (Revelation 2:10). 
Paul says, “There is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, and not to me only, 
but unto all them that love his appearing” (2 Timothy 4:8). As we set our goals 
for ourselves and our families, don’t forget about heaven. 

They Looked For a Rewarding City 
At the end of a long race or task, there is always a reward given to those who 

come in first place. We applaud them and recognize them are the winner. Each 
one of us can come in first place in this race. This race is not [Continued on page 3]



Regular Price $25

$20+tax

Monday, January 16

9:00  Overview of the Messianic Kingdom in Luke     B. Daugherty
9:40  John the Baptizer’s Preparation for the Kingdom     P. Sanders
10:20  BREAK
10:50  Isaiah 2 and Daniel 2 Fulfilled in Acts 2            E. Daugherty 

Forum: Since You Have Been Raised
1:30  Terms of Entrance into the Kingdom          Forest Antemesaris
2:00  Blessings of the Kingdom           	                     Joshua Cantrell
2:30  Representatives of the Kingdom                          Hiram Kemp
3:30  Ladies Class: Priscilla: Strengthening...Kingdom  S. Stearsman
3:30  Questions and Answers on Forum Topic
4:30  DINNER - Alumni Reception - Alumni and family please RSVP

6:30  Congregational Singing
7:00  Kingdom Additions: Athenians                         Jonathan Singh
7:45 Inauguration of the Kingdom to Jews (Acts 2) J. Jenkins

Tuesday, January 17

9:00  Overview of the Spirit’s Work in Acts                Stephen Atnip
9:40  The Prophecy About the Messiah as Prophet     Jeff A. Jenkins
10:20  BREAK
10:50  Forgiveness as Fulfillment...Promise to Abraham   P. Sanders 

Forum: Kingdom Challenges
1:30  From the Inside: Unfaithful Members                   Robert Lupo
2:00  From the Outside: Jew & Gentile Persecution       Rico Brown
2:30  Overcome: Paul’s Shipwreck                          Christian Torress                    
3:00  BREAK
3:30  Questions and Answers on Forum Topic
4:30  DINNER - Appreciation Banquet - 
6:30  Congregational Singing
7:00  Kingdom Additions: Philippian Jailor                    Al Woodard
7:45  Inauguration of the Kingdom to Gentiles (Acts 10)      J. Clark

Wednesday, January 18

9:00  The Gift of the Holy Spirit                                  Stephen Atnip
9:40  Enthronement of the Messiah King                Vince Daugherty
10:20  BREAK
10:50  Harmony of Paul’s Conversion Accounts           Jimmy Clark 

Forum: Holy Spirit’s Involvement
1:30  Miraculous Spiritual Gifts                              David Stearsman
2:00  The Miraculous within Providence: Eunuch        Steven Lloyd
2:30  Aiding and Determining the Kingdom’s Spread  D. Stearsman
3:30  Ladies Class: Lydia: Kingdom is for Women      Dee Parramore 
3:30  Questions and Answers on Forum Topic
4:30  DINNER
6:30  Congregational Singing
7:00  Kingdom Additions: Samaritans                 Forest Antemesaris
7:45  The “Voice of the Prophets” (Act 13)                   Hiram Kemp

Thursday, January 19

9:00  The Jerusalem Meeting in Acts 15                           John Allan
9:40  Kingdom Faithfulness ... To the Point of Death        Will Vann
10:20  BREAK
10:50  Three Baptisms Mentioned in Acts              Brian R. Kenyon 

Forum: Kingdom Outreach
1:30  Benevolence: Local Chrch and Abroad            Charles Broyles
2:00  Adjusting the Evangelistic Approach                      Nate Miller
2:30  Churches Planted by Paul                                     Casey Paulin
3:30  Ladies Class: Euodia and Syntyche               Stephanie Kenyon
3:30  Questions and Answers on Forum Topic
4:30  DINNER
6:30  Congregational Singing
7:00  Finishing What Jesus Began                                 Hiram Kemp
7:45  Urgency of Kingdom Loyalty                           Melvin L. Otey
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January 16-19, 2023

A Study of the Book of Acts as Fulfillment of
God’s Promises to Israel Concerning the Church

1807 South Florida Avenue, Lakeland, Florida 33803  ♦  (863) 683-4043  ♦  fsop@fsop.net

ALL WELCOME - Please
RSVP, $12 donation for dinner

Florida School of Preaching 48th Annual Lectureship

Brian R. Kenyon, Director

2023 LECTURESHIP BOOK
PREORDER PRICE until January 13th!

BROADCAST LIVE AT FSOP.NET

Order online at fsop.net/lectureship/preorder



Upcoming Events 2023
January 
16-19 FSOP Lectureship
February
11- Youth Group Valentines Party 
12- Elder's,Deacon's,Preacher's meeting
17-19 Ladies Retreat (Weeki-Wachee)
24-26 - YES Weekend (Forrest Park, Valdosta)
March
12-15 - Spring Gospel Meeting (with Victor Eskew)

SCHEDULED TO SERVE
January

Designated Elder - Bobby Sheumaker

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~
Dec 25...............................................$5,437.00
Jan 01............................................... $6,560.00
Jan 08...............................................$12,824.70
Contribution Average......................$9692.35
Weekly budget ................................ $7410.00

Sunday, January 15, 2023 10:30 A.M
Victory In Jesus (1 Cor. 15:57-58) 

Joshua Cantrell

6:00 P.M.
A Call For Zeal (Romans. 10:1) 

Joshua Cantrell
Sunday January 15, 2023                          

10:30 A.M.
Song/prayer before class ..........Vince Daugherty 
Announcements ...............Tyler Anderson 
A.M. Song Leader ...................Terrance Dindy 
Scripture reading/Prayer ...............Steve Tydings 
Lord’s Table ................................Brian Williams
Closing Prayer ........................Andre Medley 
Open/Close bldg (both).........David Anderson 
Greeters ............................................... Bingle's 
Attendance cards (both) .................Klark/Sawyer
Sound Booth (both)............... P. Sweeney 
6:00 P.M.
P.M. Song Leader ....................Terrance Dindy 
Scripture reading/Prayer ...............B. Sheumaker 
Lord’s Table ..........................    Brian Williams 
Closing Prayer..................Wayne Shearer 

Wednesday, January 18, 2023
Announcements ......................Stacey Paulin
Song Leader/prayer ............ Brian Kenyon 
Devo ...............................Lectureship speaker
Closing Prayer ..........................Jeff Stewart

Current: Brenda Lynn requests prayer for some health problems. Toney 
Wilson requests prayer for her cousin Marcus Cunningham who has stomach 
cancer.
Continual: Sophia Smith & family (brain trauma recovery); Bob Pratt 
(health); Brenda Mask (blood pressure issues); Debbie Bush (struggles); 
Brian Smith (heart health); Antoine & Marcella Swain (health); Wayne 
Shearer (health); Geny Johnson (health); Bill & Carlene Long (strength); 
Ron & Judy Ford (health); Bobby Simpson (health); Annett Phillip (health); 
Janie Wise (health); Charles Paulin (health); Jim Turner (health). 
Shut-ins: Joyce Burbage, Carol Eason, and Kenny & Reba French. 
Extended family and Friends: prayer requests are emailed each week 
and posted on the bulletin board. Please help us keep these lists updated by 
informing the office of known changes in status.

5TH SUNDAY COLLECTION
The next 5th Sunday collection for the Building Fund will be

January 29, 2023.
If you would like to give additional funds at other times, please 
mail or bring them to the office. Be sure to designate the 
contribution as part of the Building Fund. It will be collected 

by the elders.

Announcements ...............Bobby Sheumaker
Song Leader/prayer .............. Kyle Faneuf
Devo .............................................Josh Cantrell
Closing Prayer .....................Jimmy Sweeney

Sunday, January 15, 2023

Thank you!Thank you!
Denise Gulizia would like to thank everyone for the well wishes, 

thank you notes and the Christmas cards she received!

The SFA church directory is now available on the 
Instant Church Directory App. Privacy and 
safety is an absolute factor! To access the app, your 
email address must be registered with the office to 
verify identity. If the office does not have your email, 

access to the directory will be denied. If you need assistance or 
more information about it, please see Rick Kenyon.

Family Matters

Wednesday, January 11, 2023

[Continued from page 1] 
a sprint, but a marathon. The Hebrews writer writes, “Let us lay 
aside every weight and the sin which so easily beset us, and let 
us run with patience the race that is set before us. Looking unto 
Jesus the author and finisher of our faith” (Hebrews 12:1-2). 
Heaven will be the greatest award anyone could ever dream of. 
We will be with our God for all eternity. 

Conclusion
The songwriter writes, “Heaven is a beautiful place, filled with 

glory and grace. I want to see my savior's face.” Heaven is a place 
that is real, reachable, and rewarding. May we each continue to 
live a life that exemplifies the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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CHURCH OF CHRIST
1807 South Florida Avenue
Lakeland, FL 33803-2653

Return Service Requested

www.SouthFloridaAvenueChurchOfChrist.com
Email us: SFA.church@gmail.com

For sermons and podcasts, find us here.

The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make His face shine 

upon you and be gracious to you; 
the Lord turn His face toward 

you and give you peace.
Numbers 6:24-26

If you prefer to receive the bulletin via email, contact us.

Dottie FifeDottie Fife

Recipe For LifeRecipe For Life
1.  Sit in silence for at least 10 minutes each day. Talk to God
    about what is going on in your life.    Psalm 5:1-3  

2.  When you wake up in the morning, complete the following
     statement, “I am thankful for ____________."

3.  Try to make at least three people smile each day.

4.  Don’t waste your precious energy on gossip, issues of the
     past, negative thoughts, or things you cannot control.
     Proverbs 12:17-19

5.   Life isn’t fair, but it’s still good.  Psalm 139:23-24

6.   Life is too short to waste time hating anyone.

7.   Don’t take yourself so seriously. No one else does.

8.  You are not so important that you have to win every 
     argument, agree to disagree.

9.  Make peace with your past so it won’t spoil the present.  
     Romans 12:16-18

10. Don’t compare your life to others. You have no idea what 
      their journey is all about.

11. No one is in charge of your happiness except you.

12. Forgive everyone for everything.  Luke 6:37

13. What other people think of you is none of your business.

14. GOD heals everything – but you have to ask Him. 
      Psalm 147:3

15. Envy is a waste of time; you already have all you need.

16. Each night before you go to bed complete the following 
      statements: " I am thankful for  ___________. "  
      "Today I accomplished _____________."

17.  Remember that you are too blessed to be stressed.    

18.  When you are feeling down, start listing your many 
      blessings, you will be smiling before you know it.
      Matthew 5:3-11

  Youth Spot

  Lessons from I Timothy (Pt. 3)
                 Saving the World Through Prayer

God desires all men to be saved (I Tim. 2:4). And, there 
is one way to be right in God's eyes and that is through 
Jesus Christ who gave Himself as a ransom for all (I Tim. 
2:5). God has partnered with humans--men and women, 
boys and girls to help that good news reach everyone. 
Saving the world is a large task. Where should we begin? 
I seem so small when compared with 8 billion people. 
Paul said to begin in prayer. "Therefore I exhort first of 
all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving 
of thanks be made for all men, for kings and all who are 
in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in 
all godliness and reverence" (I Tim. 2:1,2). God's people 
are connected to the most powerful and caring Being that 
exists in the world. His ears and His heart are opened 
toward His people and their prayers. Supplications are 
requests. Similar to how we will often ask our parents for 
the things we desire; we ask God for the things we need. 
If God desires the whole world to be saved, we should 
ask for help in sharing the gospel with others. Prayers 
are talking with God. We connect with people through 
talking. We talk about the things that happen in our day 
with our friends and family; we also can share the things 
that happen in our day with God. Giving thanks is exactly 
what it says. We must always be aware of where the good 
things in our lives come from--that is God, and thank 
Him for it. The song says we must count our blessings! 
Like Paul, I challenge you as young men and women of 
God, make your request known to God, talk with Him, 
and be thankful. Start with prayer.
VD

Women of the WordWomen of the WordLessons From First Timothy (Pt. 3)
Saving the World Through Prayer

God desires all men to be saved (1 Tim. 2:4). There is 
one way to be right in God's eyes and that way is through 
Jesus Christ who gave Himself as a ransom for all (1 Tim. 
2:5). God has partnered with humans—men and women, 
boys, and girls—to help that good news reach everyone. 
Saving the world is a large task. Where should we begin? 
I seem so small when compared with eight billion people. 
Paul said to begin in prayer. "Therefore I exhort first of 
all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving 
of thanks be made for all men, for kings and all who 
are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life in all godliness and reverence" (1 Tim. 2:1, 2). 
God's people are connected to the most powerful and 
caring Being that exists in the world. His ears and His 
heart are opened toward His people and their prayers. 
Supplications are requests. Similar to how we will often 
ask our parents for the things we desire, we ask God for 
the things we need. If God desires the whole world to be 
saved, we should ask for help in sharing the gospel with 
others. Prayers are talking with God. We connect with 
people through talking. We talk about the things that 
happen in our day with our friends and family; we also 
can share the things that happen in our day with God. 
Giving thanks is exactly what it says. We must always be 
aware of where the good things in our lives come from—
which is God—and thank Him for it. As the song says, 
we must count our blessings! Like Paul, I challenge you 
as young men and women of God, make your request 
known to God, talk with Him, and be thankful. Start with 
prayer. Vince Daugherty

Pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

1 Thessalonians 5:17-18


