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Brian Kenyon

Sunday, January 12 --- L2L Sunday will be held. If you would like to stay for lunch immediate-
ly after services, please bring a dish to share. See schedule below (which is flexible). Thanks for your help! 

Saturday, January 18 -- Youth 
devo and activity will be at the Bingle’s. We ap-
preciate them and others who help our young 
people with this. May God bless them all.

to have. First, “poor in spirit” (Mt. 5:3) refers to spiritual humility; the opposite of arrogance (Isa. 66:2). It does 
not refer to physical poverty—one can be arrogant and poor, and one can be humble and wealthy (1 Tim. 6:9-10, 
17). Second, those who “mourn” (Mt. 5:4) feel deep inward remorse. Here, it is because of an awareness of sin 
and its consequence (Jas. 4:6-10). True mourning leads to true repentance (the opposite found in 1 Cor. 5:1-2), 
which leads to a reformation of life (2 Cor. 7:8-11). Those of such disposition will receive true comfort. Third, 
the “meek” (Mt. 5:5) are of a gentle, humble, considerate disposition that results in good will toward people and 
reverent obedience toward God (Mt. 11:29; 21:5). Meekness is not weakness (spinelessness), but is submitting to 
God even when under pressure. It is the willingness to suffer wrongly, trusting in God to see us through (Num. 
12:1-3). Those of such character will receive as an inheritance the blessings of God. Psalm 37 illustrates this verse. 
The wicked, who have taken more than their share in this life, will be destroyed in the end, leaving the “meek” in 
sole possession by default. As is common in the Old Testament, spiritual blessings are spoken in physical terms. 
“Inherit the earth” does not refer to gaining dirt and rocks (2 Pet. 3:10-12), but to God’s inheritance. Let us be 
humble, mournful for our sins, and meekly trusting in God no matter what 2014 brings!

Forrest Park church of Christ in Valdosta 
will host YES Weekend 2014. The theme is 
“Unmasked.” Let’s make sure SFA church of 
Christ is well represented!

Feb. 
21-23,
2014

11:30-ish Lunch--all are welcome (bring a dish to share)
after lunch 
until 2:00 

“Bible bowl challenge;” Good Samaritan 
projects; mentor guided individual projects

2:00-2:45 song leading/songs of praise; speech
2:45-3:15 brain break free-time (hopefully outdoors) 
3:15-4:00 Bible reading;know the books;individual projects
4:00-4:30 snack (see Flo if you can help furnish snacks)
4:30-5:30 puppet practice; art work; individual projects
5:30-5:40 clean up fellowship room
5:45 Berean Bunch in auditorium

Sunday Schedule for L2L

We salute our children and their mentors who 
have put in a lot of work into our puppet program. 
Everyone is doing a great job! We appreciate you all!

Three “Beatitudes” In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus gave eight “be-
atitudes” (Mt. 5:1-10). These attitudes reveal the 
kind of character Jesus wants church members 
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A Sower Went Forth to Sow
Adam Blaney

“A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell by the wayside…
some fell on rock…some fell among thorns…but others fell on good ground” (Luke 
8:5-8). In Luke Chapter 8, Jesus told one of the most well-known parables in the 
Bible, The Parable of the Soils. He spoke of the soil by the wayside, the rocky 
soil, the thorny soil and finally the good soil, each representing the way that a heart 
receives the Word of God, which is “the seed” (8:11). Often times, we use this parable 
to describe the work of preaching. We may say, “We’ve been sowing the seed, but we 
haven’t found very many good soils.” Or, “It is hard to find good soil in this world.” 
We say things like this from the perspective of the one who supposedly is the good 
soil. How about if we turn it around? How many times have we asked ourselves, 
“What kind of soil am I?” Let us take a moment and reflect upon our own personal 
condition and spirituality.

So, how about it? What kind of soil are you? Make sure to be honest with yourself! 
Are you the wayside soil? Has the devil stolen the good Word from your life? Do you 
have any thoughts or intentions of faithfulness? Do you think spiritually any other 
day than Sunday? Are you the rocky soil that never really allows the Word to implant 
itself in your life? Have you allowed the Faith to truly root itself and take hold in your 
heart? Does the Truth of God grow and flourish, or does it wilt in your spirit? Are 
you the thorny soil? Do other things stand between you and your faithfulness? Are 
personal pleasures and material things more important than right relations with God? 
When other things come up on Sundays or Wednesdays, which takes precedence: 
Worship or those other things? Or, are you truly the good soil? Has the Word of God 
truly taken hold in your life, and now grows beautifully, bearing much fruit for the 
Savior? Does it continually mold and shape your character and thinking? Only we 
can answers these questions about our lives! We know the answers! Now, will we be 
honest enough to admit them?

So, what kind of soil are we? Are we really the good soil? If we aren’t bearing the 
fruit that God desires, then we are not the good soil. It is that simple! So if we aren’t 
good soil, which soil are we? We know what we should be, but which one rightly and 
truly describes my heart and my life? If we are one of the other soils, obviously we are 
not in a good situation. What will we do to make sure that changes happen? What will 
we do to fertilize our soil, and make it perfect for beautiful budding fruit? The seed is 
planted each time we read God’s Word. How will it grow?

A Sower Went Forth to Sow
Adam Blaney



When God gives a command, even in very specific terms, it entails some generic authority 
when it comes to the execution of His commands. Consider the unassailable example of 
God’s commanding Noah to build the Ark, giving very specific commands as to the type 

of wood, the dimensions for it, the number of doors and windows, where these were to be located, etc. 
However, God said absolutely nothing about the tools that Noah would use in the building of this ark. He 
specified none, but when He gave the command “build” He authorized any tool necessary to the carrying 
out of that command. In the New Testament, we have a similar situation. In the Great Commission our 
gracious and loving Lord said, “Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature…” (Mark 
16:15). The specifics in this command are that the apostles were to: (1) go; (2) into all the world; (3) they 
were to preach; (4) the Gospel; (5) to every creature. Does this command leave anything open to the 
decisions of men? Absolutely, it does! They were told to go, but not how. The method of transportation 
was left up to those who were going. That is the reason today we can use any conveyance we please from 
the automobile to the airplane to carry out this command. The word “go” authorizes the method of going. 
We can even go by means of radio and television.

The word “preach” comes from a Greek word which means to “herald or publish openly.” Consequently, 
the Gospel could be proclaimed by word of mouth, as was the most common method in apostolic times, or 
it could be heralded or published in written form as was the custom of the New Testament writers whose 
works we have with us yet. We could go through each in the above list and make similar points, but surely 
this is sufficient for us to see the point. Hence, we see a principle at work; every command authorizes 
whatever is necessary to obey that command. That is the reason why in proclaiming the Gospel we can 
use charts, chalk boards, white boards, overhead projectors or power point projection. No matter what aid 
we use to herald, proclaim or publish the Gospel, we are still just preaching the Gospel; we are carrying 
out the command. The need for specific authority to carry out every command of the Lord is simply not 
there. If God had specified every method for carrying out His commands, the Bible would be larger than a 
Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary and in several volumes that size. God gave man a mind, and He expects 
him to use it. He does not permit man to think for Him, nor does He permit man to think thoughts counter 
to His, but He does expect him to use the “natural wit” that he has been given. Though as A. Lincoln 
reportedly said, “Common sense is a most uncommon thing amongst common people,” God gave us that 
and expects us to use it.

However, when we decide to do something other than what God said, or when we begin to add to his 
glorious Word, we are not using common sense, we are using arrogant sense—we are usurping the right 
of God, and that is an egregious error. Why do we say that? Because we always end up doing what God 
has not required, or omitting what He has required. At that point, we have moved far beyond the realm of 
common sense and have arrogated, or preempted, the right of God to command us. We have indeed begun 
commanding ourselves in the name of God, which thing we have never been given the right to do. On the 
contrary, God has forbidden His people in both the Old and the New Testaments to engage in any such 
activity. When we choose to do so, we make that choice at the peril of our immortal souls.

Our God is both loving and gracious beyond our puny comprehension. As children are eager to curry 
the favor of loving parents, so we should be avid to respond to His love and grace by doing only those 
things that will demonstrate our undying loyalty to Him for the blessing of salvation He has provided for 
us in Christ.

Generic and Specific Authority
D. Gene West



Sunday,  January 19, 2014
9:30 A.M. 

Song at Bible Class .............................Tucker Sweeney
Prayer .......................................................Charles Paulin

10:30 A.M.    
Announcements ........................................Frank Hamby
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ........................................Kenny French
Closing Prayer .............................................Tim Croson
                                      6:00 P.M. 
Song Leader .................................................. Jim Turner
Opening Prayer .........................................Brian Kenyon
Closing Prayer ........................................... C. J. Grimes
Greeters ...................................... Robert & June Cooper
Att. Cards ............... Ian Enamorado & Sebastian Rapley
Open & Close Building ........................... Jason Hendrix

Wed. January 22, 2014
Song Leader  .............................................Brian Kenyon
Opening Prayer ..............................................Jeff Bingle
Closing Prayer ........................................ Jason Hendrix

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Jason Hendrix, so he can 

get a replacement - 537-0857 

January 12, 2014    
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ..................................... Kyle Bingle
Prayer .......................................................... C. J. Grimes

10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ........................................Frank Hamby
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer .......................................  Josh Estridge
Closing Prayer ............................................. Kyle Bingle
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader .................................................. Jim Turner
Opening Prayer .........................................Steve Hunley
Closing Prayer .........................................Kenny French
Greeters ........................................ The Anderson Family
 Att. Cards......... ......... Paul Sweeney & Ian Enamorado
Open & Close Building ........................... Jason Hendrix

Wed. January 15, 2014
Song Leader ............................................David Williams 
Opening Prayer .........................................Steve Hunley 
Closing Prayer ..........................................Brian Kenyon 

~   HOW WE ARE GIVING   ~  .  
Dec. 15 ................................. $5,665.95
Dec. 22  ................................ $4,915.23
Dec. 29 ............................... $10,386.45
Jan. 05  ................................ $3,945.20
Contribution Average ......... $4,315.10
2013 Weekly Budget ........... $4,255.13

SCHEDULED TO SERVEPrayer List
Our Members: Sam Bolding is at Oakbridge, Rm.118. Artis 

Bassett, Ron Ford, Duane Nelson, JoAnn Hoback, Jac-
quelin Dopwell, Margaret Coone & Sharon Washington. 

Relatives:  Gary Thrower (son of Jeanelle Thrower & father 
of Amanda) had triple by-pass surgery last Friday & is in 
SICU at LRMC. Naomi Zamot is at Children’s Hospital 
in Miami. Danny Stephens, Dorothy Trice, Lewis Tillis.

Shut In Members: Artis Bassett, Virginia Plumlee.
Others:  Marcia Roberts & family in the loss of her husband, 

Steve Roberts. Timothy Teel, Ann Caldwell, Michael 
Ray, Christina Fuessner, Bonnie Hendricks & Kathy Peel.

Upcoming Events
Jan. 14th: - FSOP Ladies Class, 7:00 to 8:30 PM in the 

fellowship Hall. All ladies are invited to attend.
Jan. 18th: -  Men’s Breakfast will be at Central Church of 

Christ in Haines City at 8:00 am.
Jan. 20th: -23rd, 2014:  FSOP 39th Annual Lectureship.
Feb. 1st: - Ladies Day at Sebring Parkway Church of Christ 

from 9:00 am - 2:00 pm.  RSVP by Jan. 29th.
Feb. 15th: Men’s Leadership Day at So. Fla. Ave. Church 

of Christ. See bulletin  board for more information on 
all the above events..

Visitors
      Michael Fleet, Alicia Smith and Letraile.

Thank You Note
Thank you so much for the many “get well” cards, notes, 

and letters during my sickness and period of recuperation.  I 
appreciate every act of kindness shown to me during this time.  
You are truly my Christian family and more,

                                       Love and blessings,
                                       Joyce Burbage

Congratulations
To Sam and bettye Bolding on the birth of their great  

grandson, Henry Banks Bolding on January 4th, weighing in 
at 7 lbs, 9 oz, and 19 1/2 inches long.  

January
Jeremy Padilla ............... Table  ..................... Kyle Williams
Fred Strickland .............. Assist ........................Ken Walker

HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
This Week’s Message

“Remember Grandmother”
1230 or 1430 on radio dial or web page

www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com


