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in

of the lord’s way
S E A R C H

Sundays @ 8:30 a.m.  Check local listings

Now That I Am a Christian

Now that I have “tasted that the Lord is gracious,” I will intensely crave 
“the sincere milk of the word” so I may continue to grow spiritually 
(1 Peter 2:2-3; Matthew 5:6). I must remember that when I am young 

and weak in the faith, I am in a vulnerable stage of my development. Satan wants 
to steal the Word out of my heart, or otherwise render me unable to produce fruit 
for God (cf. Matthew 13:18-23). Jesus said, “Herein is my Father glorified, that 
ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples” (John 15:8). I must remember it 
is the Word of God that brought me to this point, and it is the Word of God that 
will move me along in my spiritual development and fortify my faith (2 Timothy 
3:14-17).

Now that I have learned of God’s love for me, I want to love him back and 
prove my love for him (John 3:16; 1 John 4:19). I am able to demonstrate my 
love for God by drawing nearer to him as James instructs his readers to do in his 
epistle (James 4:8). Further, I will seek his counsel, walk in it, and obey his Son 
(John 14:15), whom he has made Lord (Acts 2:36), and the Head of the church 
(Ephesians 1:22-23). I will not be deceived by satisfaction in hearing only. I will 
be a doer of the Word (James 1:22).

Now that I am washed, sanctified and justified through Jesus’ blood in his 
offering of Himself, I will no longer engage in any works of the flesh such as 
fornication, adultery or homosexuality (1 Corinthians 6:9-11). Since I have been 
bought with a price, I do not own myself. I now belong to God (1 Corinthians 
6:15-20). I must refuse any temptation to abuse God’s grace by continuing in a 
lifestyle of sin. I am now dead to sin, but alive to God’s power of righteousness 
(Romans 6:1-2). Any sin or work of the flesh that keeps me from being solely 
under the power and influence of Jesus Christ is something I must put away 
from self. This also includes beverage alcohol and illegal substances. Through 
the Gospel, God will empower me to overcome all forms of sin and vice so that 
sin no more has dominion over me (Romans 6:14). Now that I have learned that 
my sins put Jesus on the cross, I will not crucify him over and over again and put 
him to shame (Hebrews 6:6; Isaiah 53:6).

Now that I know God has revealed himself not only through nature, but 
through the Holy Scriptures and that He alone is worthy of praise and honor, I 
will assemble together with God’s children upon the first day of the week to wor-
ship him “in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24; Hebrews 10:25). I will worship him 
in view of the fact that He seeks true worshippers and with a knowledge that we 
tend to become like that which we worship.

Now that I know that Heaven awaits those who love God, who befriend his 
Son and follow him in truth and righteousness, I will follow him in fighting the 
good fight of faith every day of my life. I will pursue Heaven’s gate with vigor 
(Hebrews 11:10).                                                 __ by Tim Childs



Contradicting God is Self-Destructive
Royce Pendergrass

Recently, I came across this little piece of wisdom, and I quote: “Men do not reject the Bible 
because it contradicts itself but because it contradicts them.” I do not even know who made this 
statement or when and why it was made, but I do know that it is a “jewel” of wisdom.

The word “contradict” means to “say the opposite of what has been said”; “to be contrary to or disagree 
with”; “to declare untrue” or “to speak against.” We often hear someone quote two different Scriptures 
from the Bible and affirm that they are contradictory to each other. How foolish! God is perfect, and He 
did not put into His Holy Word something that would “speak against” or “say the opposite” of something 
He said somewhere else. Only men are capable of doing that. Men are just not willing to accept the Word 
as perfect, and they themselves want to change the context or meaning of Scriptures so that they can salve 
their own consciences about the falsehood they are peddling.

There are those who sometimes just set out to create confusion and cause others to question the validity 
of what is said. When Paul preached at Antioch to a Jewish audience, he made quite a stir and the Gentiles 
asked him to preach the Gospel to them on the next Sabbath. Following their request, we read in Acts 
13:44, “The next Sabbath day, almost the whole city came together to hear the word of God. But, when the 
Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy and spoke against those things that were spoken by 
Paul; they contradicted and blasphemed.” The Jews most definitely were there just to cause trouble.

However, the Jews were noted as being troublemakers. We read in Acts 17:7ff, “Those Jews who didn’t 
believe were moved with envy and took certain lewd fellows of the baser sort and gathered a company 
and set all the city in an uproar and assaulted the house of Jason (where they believed Paul to be staying) 
and sought to bring them out to the people… they troubled the people and the rulers of the city.” The Jews 
had an agenda to fulfill their own hate and disregard for the person of Paul and others because they were 
jealous of the following Paul had. In order to accomplish this, they took into their company those with a 
bad reputation, and they were willing to blaspheme, which is to speak evil of God. What a price they were 
willing to pay for their anger and hate!

From the beginning, God has punished those who go against His will because, in doing so, they deny 
His power and authority. In the Garden of Eden, God specifically told Adam and Eve not to eat of the tree 
of knowledge of good and evil, but because they wanted to be “as gods, knowing good and evil” (Genesis 
3:5), they did eat. They chose to go contrary to the will of God and brought death, the consequence of sin, 
upon all mankind. There has been and always will be punishment for those who deny the authority and 
God. He has given us His Word by which to live through His Son Jesus Christ, Who “is the same yesterday, 
today and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). This means that the message of the Gospel of Christ is never going to 
change. It is what it is, and we are not to be troubled by “divers and strange doctrines” (Hebrews 18:9) that 
are contradictory to the Word of God but which erroneously are presented to the world as truth.

God didn’t prepare one set of rules for one class of people and another set of rules for a different class. 
To do so, would be to create chaos, and “God is not the Author of confusion but the Author of peace” (1 
Corinthians 14:33). He has given a singular message for all mankind, and that message is that He wants 
“all men to come to a knowledge of the truth and be saved” (1 Timothy 2:4). However, in the beginning, 
God gave a warning: “My Spirit will not always strive with man” (Genesis 6:3). He will get tired of man’s 
contradictions and lack of respect for His authority and take vengeance on those who don’t know Him. 
Contradicting God is self-destruction!



Sunday, December 20, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class .....................................Ken Walker.
Prayer .....................................................David Ander.son
                                     10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ..................................... Fr.ed Str.ickland
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendr.ix
Opening Prayer .......................................David Williams
Sermon........................................................Hir.am Kemp
Closing Prayer ...........................................Paul Romine
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ............................................David Williams
Opening Prayer ...................................... John McShane
Sermon....................................................... Hir.am Kemp
Greeters ......................................................The Williams 
Att. Cards......... .................................. Ian and Sebastian
Closing Prayer ..........................................Kyle Williams
Open & Close Building ............................... Bob Cooper.

Wed. December 23, 2015
Song Leader .........................................Tucker. Sweeney 
Opening Prayer .........................................Steve Hunley 
Closing Prayer .............................................. Jim Tur.ner.

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231 

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~  .  
Nov. 15..................................$4,942.38
Nov. 22..................................$4,255.57
Nov. 29..................................$5,344.11
Dec. 06..................................$5,310.99
Contribution Average..........$4,645.18 
2015 Weekly Budget............$4,302.98

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Ken Walker. .................... Table  ................. David Ander.son
Tucker. Sweeney ........... Assist  ................... Kenny Fr.ench

Prayer List
Our Members: Betty Thornhill has been transferred to 

Lakeland Highlands Center, Room #404A. Keep Ginny 
Hamby, Jeanelle Thrower, Claud Romine, Jim Turner, 
Gloria Nelson,  Sharon Washington, Jacquelin Dopwell, 
and Margaret Coone in prayer. 

Relatives:  Billy Moore, Barry Richardson and Wayne 
Hendrix.

Shut In Members: Virginia Plumlee, Bill Burton, Dick & 
Joyce Burbage and Duane Nelson.

Others:   Chrissi Fuesner, Ann Wood and Kathy Bitting-Peel. 
Please pray for all of these.

December

  HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
This Week

“Respect Your Parents”
WONN 1230 or WLKF 1430  or on web page
www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com

Upcoming Events

Visitors
     Lee Hanstein, Debra Pavlovic and Paul & Marianne Adams. 

Dec. 19th: Men’s Breakfast at the Hilltop Church of Christ 
in Winter Haven at 8:00 a.m. 

Dec. 19th: Annual Christmas Party at the Sweeneys at 5:30 
p.m. Please bring finger foods, drinks and a gift if you 
plan on participating in the gift exchange.

Dec. 31st: New Years Eve Chili Supper at 5:30 in the fel-
lowship hall. Chili will be provided at a cost of $1.00 per 
adult. Children will eat free. Bring fireworks if you would 
like to set them off following the meal.  Also there will 
be a co-ed Corn Hole Tournament. Guests are welcome. 
Please let the office, Phil Fife or John McShane know if 
you will be attending. 

Sunday, December 13, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ...................................... Jim Tur.ner.
Prayer ....................................................... Antonio Mar.tin
                                     10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ..................................... Fr.ed Str.ickland
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendr.ix
Opening Prayer ............................................. Jim Tur.ner.
Sermon....................................................Bob McAnally
Closing Prayer ......................................... Josh Estr.idge
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ............................................David Williams
Opening Prayer ........................................ Stacey Paulin
Sermon.......................................................Br.ian Kenyon  
Greeters ....................................................... The Bingles
Att. Cards......... .............................................. Paul & Ian
Closing Prayer ..................................... Jimmy Sweeney
Open & Close Building ............................... Bob Cooper.

Wed. December 16, 2015
Song Leader ..............................................Steve Hunley 
Opening Prayer .........................................Fr.ank Hamby 
Closing Prayer .............................................Ken Walker.

Congratulations
bettye bolding has had another great-grandson, Sam Cooper 

Bolding born December 2nd. Weighing in at 7lbs. 12 oz. and 
20 and a half inches long.  

Because the South Florida Avenue church of Christ has been 
a part of FSOP since its inception in 1969 and because the 
church here is part of her spiritual family, all members are in-
vited to honor bettye bolding for her work with FSOP in the 
fellowship room on Dec. 11, 2015, from 5:00 - 6:30 pm. 
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Return Service Requested

Brian

Saturday, Dec. 12 Bible Bowl team will meet at 
Hiram and Brittani’s house at 10:00 am for a study session!
Saturday, Dec. 12 There will be a youth devo and 
activity at the Kenyon’s house! Meet there @ 4 pm!
Sunday, Dec. 13 will be our next L2L Sunday. We 
will meet at the church building at 4:00 pm to work on the 
events we have signed up for. Steve will work with the song 
leaders, and Stacey and Michelle will meet with those who 
are participating in the “Art Says It” event with L2L
Saturday, Dec. 19 before the Sweeney’s Christmas 
party, the youth (and adults who want to join them) will 
bring holiday cheer (by way of singing and gifts) to our 
shut-ins. Stay tuned for time and place where we will meet.

Matt. 5:43-48
loving neighbor

Memory Verses
This Week’s   

When “The Tables Are Turned”
Our new fellowship room tables are here, marking a “change of era.” It is ironic that the last get-together with the old tables (the 
baby shower for Hailee Claire) celebrated a new beginning, while the first get-together with the new tables (honoring of bettye 
bolding’s work with FSOP) will celebrate the end of a career. This reminds us that sometimes in life “the tables are turned.” 
Life does not always go as expected. Those unexpected turns can leave us with shaken faith, like the disciples in the storm on 
the Sea of Galilee (Matt. 8:23-27). Jesus mildly rebuked these fearful followers, “O you of little faith” (Matt. 8:26). At other 
times, life’s unexpected turns can make our faith stronger, like when Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego were threatened with 
being thrown in a fiery furnace for refusing to worship the golden image (Daniel 3:8-30). They acknowledged that God had 
the power to deliver them, but whether or not He so chose, “let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, 
nor will we worship the gold image which you have set up” (Daniel 3:18). How can we make sure that when the tables in life 
are turned, our faith remains strong? First, when the tables turn, know that God has not turned away nor forsaken His faith-

ful people (Heb. 13:5). Second, God “will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are 
able” (1 Cor. 10:13a). Though a turn in life may seem crushing, the all-knowing God knows 
we can handle it! Third, God will always provide an option where we do not have to sin (1 Cor. 
10:13b). We never have to cave to temptation. God has our back! Fourth, the eternal blessings 
of faithfulness far outweigh the suffering we endure here (Rom. 8:18). No matter the turn in 
life, “Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering” (Heb. 10:23)! 

Since it worked out so 
well last summer, due 
to your generous giving, 
our elders have given 
the okay to plan another 
mission tip to Nicaragua, 
June 25-July 3, 2016. 
Please begin praying now! 

Upcoming Events Anytime we meet for Bible study or worship, Steve 
will be here about 30 minutes early and stay a little late for 
any of our boys who would like help on their song leading.

As the time approaches for 
our young people to meet 
in Orlando, let us give them 
some extra encouragement!


