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of the lord’s way
S E A R C H

Sundays @ 8:30 a.m.  Check local listings

In Matthew’s account of the events surrounding Jesus’ infancy, there is an inter-
esting contrast between the wise men and Herod. Are people really concerned about 
Jesus just because they say they are?

The Wise Men really cared about Jesus (Mt. 2:1-12). Being “from the east” 
and having to ask where Jesus would be born indicate that these men were Gentiles. 
They certainly traveled a long way to seek Jesus. When they followed the star (Mt. 
2:2, 9), they found and “saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, 
and worshipped him” and gave Jesus gifts (Mt. 2:11). They truly recognized Jesus 
as the divine King and responded accordingly.

Herod did not really care about Jesus. When he heard the wise men ask about 
the one who was born “King of the Jews” (Mt. 2:2), he felt threatened. He did not 
like the idea of a rival king, especially one from the lineage of David, who once 
rightfully ruled in Jerusalem (Mt. 2:3). After inquiring further from the wise men 
concerning the time the star appeared, Herod sent them to Bethlehem and told them 
to let him know where Jesus was “that I may come and worship him also” (Mt. 2:8). 
Herod claimed to care about Jesus, but later, in his attempt to kill Jesus, Herod “sent 
forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, 
from two years old and under” (Mt. 2:18). His actions proved he did not really care.

Do we really care about Jesus? Going by what they said, both the wise men and 
Herod seemed to really care about Jesus, but their actions proved how they really 
felt. Do our actions show we really care about Jesus? 

Does our LOVE show we really care about Jesus? Jesus said that we should 
“love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind” (Mt. 22:37). Do our actions show that we truly love God? If our love for God 
is more than just words, we will gladly do what He says (Jn. 14:15, 23; 1 Jn. 5:2-3).

Does our LOYALTY show we really care about Jesus? Love and loyalty go hand 
in hand. When we truly love Jesus, our loyalty will be with Him. The Lord once said, 
“No man can serve two masters ... Ye cannot serve God and mammon” (Mt. 6:24). 
Do our actions show loyalty to Christ or to the world (cf. 1 Jn. 2:15-17)?

Does our LIFE show we really care about Jesus? Truly loving Jesus and being 
loyal to Him results in a life totally given to Him. Paul urged the Romans to “present 
your bodies a living sacrifice” (Rom. 12:1). This sacrificial life must not be “con-
formed to this world,” but rather be constantly “transformed by the renewing of your 
mind” and by practicing the “good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God” (Rom. 
12:2). Does our love, loyalty, and life reveal that we really care about Jesus?

Do We Really Care About Jesus?
Brian R. Kenyon



Elders (also called “pastors [or shepherds],” Eph. 4:11, and “overseers [or bishops],” Acts 20:28) are an import 
-ant part of the local church. Most of their qualifications are characteristics that all Christians are to possess. Of the 
few that are not required of all Christians, two of them directly deal with their families. This article examines his 
qualification of being the “husband of one wife.” The epistles of First Timothy and Titus give this qualification.

This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work. 2A bishop then must be ... the 
husband of one wife ... 4One that ruleth well his own house ... 5(For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how 
shall he take care of the church of God?). (1 Tim. 3:1-5)

For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, and ordain elders in every 
city, as I had appointed thee: 6If any be ... the husband of one wife ... (Titus 1:5-6)

This qualification is not difficult to understand. He must be Scripturally married. This qualification, obviously, 
rules out women serving as elders. The question often arises, “What if a man is divorced and remarried?” The 
answer is simple: if a man is Scripturally remarried (cf. Mt. 5:31-32; 19:9), then he is still “the husband of one 
wife.” If God does not consider him a polygamist, then why should members of His church? Of course, it should 
be noted, the fact that he meets this qualification does not necessarily mean that it would be expedient for him to 
serve as elder. If his marital status were the center of attention and discussion among the congregation, instead of 
the Lord’s work, or if in the minds of some mature members there is doubt, then he may better serve the Lord in 
other capacities (cf. Rom. 14:16). His overall influence must be considered.

Another question that often arises concerning the qualification of being the “husband of one wife” is, “What if 
an elder’s wife dies?” There is room for judgment in this area. Although the safest course for an elder whose wife 
dies would be to resign, it seems to this writer that the death of a man’s wife would not immediately disqualify his 
character, nor would it negate his past (or present) ability to “rule his own house” (1 Tim. 3:4-5), any more than 
would the sudden death of all his children. Whatever view is taken for a wife dying must be consistent with the 
view of his children dying. Thus, so far as his character and his past (or present) ability to “rule his own house” are 
concerned, the death of his wife would not immediately disqualify him. However, one must ask the question, “Is 
proof that a man rules his own house well the only reason why he is to be ‘the husband of one wife’?” To be sure, 
the Bible explicitly declares such as a reason (1 Tim. 3:4-5), but is it the only reason? It seems to this writer that an 
elder needs a wife for more than merely showing that he rules his house well. His work is such that he especially 
needs a helpmeet, a friend, and an intimate companion to lift him up when he is down. Furthermore, when he is 
called to help or counsel a female member of the flock, imagine how handicapped he would be without a wife?

It is interesting to note that in the midst of giving the qualifications for elders and deacons, Paul gives qualifi-
cations for certain women (1 Tim. 3:11). The KJV translates, “Even so must their wives...,” while the ASV trans-
lates, “Women in like manner must be...” There are at least three different views as to whom this refers. Some say 
it refers to the deacons’ wives, since deacons are considered in the verse before and the verse after. Some say it 
refers to both the deacons and the elders’ wives, since those are the two groups under consideration in the context. 
Others say it refers to a special group of women, such as the widows “indeed” (cf. 1 Tim. 5:3-10). Whichever view 
is correct, one truth is clear: women (or wives) are a vital part in the success of God’s work.

Although this writer thinks that most men, himself included (as when he was a deacon and his wife died), 
would see the awkwardness of serving as an elder without a wife, and resign, this writer would not consider it a 
matter of fellowship. If an elder wanted to continue serving after his wife died until it is most expedient to resign, 
then it is between him, the Lord, and the congregation. This writer would continue to submit to his rule as part of 
the eldership (1 Thes. 5:12-13; Heb. 13:7, 17). However, before leaving the discussion of elders serving without 
wives, some relevant follow-up questions are worthy of consideration. How long should he serve as a widower? 
If he outlives his wife for twenty years, could he effectively serve for twenty years without a wife? Elders, of all 
members, should know that the well being of the body of Christ is more important than their own desires.

“The Husband of One Wife”
An Elder’s Family Qualifications

Brian R. Kenyon



Sunday, January 3, 2016
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ..................................Frank Hamby.
Prayer ........................................................Kenny. French.
                                     10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ....................................... Stacey. Paulin
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer .......................................Ch.arles Paulin
Sermon........................................................Hiram Kemp
Closing Prayer ....................................... Ty.ler Anderson
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ..............................................Ky.le Williams
Opening Prayer .................................... Jimmy. Sweeney.
Sermon....................................................... Hiram Kemp
Greeters .................................................. Th.e Sweeney.s 
Att. Cards......... ........................................... Ian and Paul
Closing Prayer ..................................Bobby. Sh.eumaker
Open & Close Building ........................... Jason Hendrix

Wed. January 6, 2015
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix 
Opening Prayer ..........................................Paul Romine 
Closing Prayer ..........................................Frank Hamby.

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231 

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~  .  
Nov. 29..................................$5,344.11
Dec. 06..................................$5,310.99
Dec. 13..................................$4,675.00
Dec. 20..................................$4,241.50
Contribution Average..........$4,637.85 
2015 Weekly Budget............$4,302.98

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Kenny. French. ................ Table  ...................Fred Strickland
Fred Rapley. .................. Assist  ....................Josh. Estridge

Prayer List
Our Members:  Carlene Long was home not feeling well on 

Sunday. Jacquelin Dopwell is scheduled for a pet scan on 
December 30th. She will get the results in mid January. 
Also keep Jim Turner, Jeanelle Thrower, Ginny Hamby, 
Carol Pace, Gloria Nelson and Margaret Coone in prayer. 

Relatives:  Billy Moore, Barry Richardson and Wayne 
Hendrix.

Shut In Members: Virginia Plumlee, Bill Burton, Claud 
Romine, Dick & Joyce Burbage, Duane Nelson, Betty 
Thornhill and Sharon Edler.

Others:   Chrissi Fuesner, Ann Wood and Kathy Bitting-Peel. 
Please pray for all of these.

January

Upcoming Events

Visitors
     Kristina Johnsen, Adam Hood and Ted & Debra Okolichany. 

Dec. 31st: New Years Eve Chili Supper at 5:30 in the fel-
lowship hall. Guests are welcome. Let  John McShane, 
Phil Fife or the office know if you will be attending. See 
the flyer for more info.

Jan. 3rd: Fellowship In Service following evening services. 
Please bring finger foods.

Jan. 15th-18th: Winter Camp at the Central Florida Bible 
Camp. The theme is Soul Wars. The Spirit Awakens. See 
the flyer on the bulletin board for details.

Jan. 16th: Ladies Day at the Orange Street Church of Christ 
in Auburndale. Registration starts at 8:30. Program and  
lunch will follow. The speaker is Joie Schauer. The theme 
is “Let me be a mirror...Reflecting God’s Love!” R.S.V.P. 
by 1/8/16. There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board 
if you plan to attend.

Jan. 18th-21st: Florida School of Preaching Lectureship on 
the theme: “Do You Understand Sin?” Make plans now to 
attend, learn more of God’s word, and enjoy fellowship.

Sunday, December 27, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ................................David Williams
Prayer ........................................................ Josh. Estridge
                                     10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ..................................... Fred Strickland
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer .........................................Ky.le Williams
Sermon....................................................Brian Keny.on
Closing Prayer ..................................Bobby. Sh.uemaker
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ............................................David Williams
Opening Prayer ..............................................Jeff Bingle
Sermon.......................................................Brian Keny.on  
Greeters ......................................................Th.e Hamby.s
Att. Cards......... .........................  Sebastian & Quadarius
Closing Prayer ........................................ Antonio Martin
Open & Close Building ............................... Bob Cooper

Wed. December 30, 2015
Song Leader .................................................. Jim Turner 
Opening Prayer ....................................... Jason Hendrix 
Closing Prayer .........................................Kenny. French.

Hither Thither and Yon
The Fife’s and McAnally’s are out of town. Please keep 

them and all others who may be traveling for the holidays in 
your prayers.

  HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
  WONN 1230 or WLKF 1430  or on web page

www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com
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Return Service Requested

Monday, Jan. 18 Special Monday session of the FSOP 
lectureship focusing on issues facing young people. Thomas 
Wise will speak on “Peer Influence,” Forest Antemesaris 
will speak on “WiFi Wisdom,” and Hiram Kemp will speak 
on “Defeating Worldliness.” There will be a question and 
answer period following, with young people’s questions 
receiving top priority. That Monday is a holiday. Why not 
use the time off from school to pursue spiritual things?  

Anytime we meet for Bible study or worship, Steve 
will be here about 30 minutes early and stay a little late for 
any of our boys who would like help on their song leading.

Matt. 8:23-27
calming storm

Memory Verses
This Week’s   

Much of the nation has been consumed with the movie, “Star Wars: The Force Awakens.” More tickets were sold in advance 
for this movie than any other in history, and it became the highest opening weekend money-maker in film history. Posts of 
those in theaters on opening night flooded social media. Warnings also abounded for those who would “spoil” the plot. All of 
this excitement; all of this planning; all of this effort just to see a movie; just to be entertained for a little over two hours ... and 
perhaps the status of being among the first to view the blockbuster. Let it be known here that there is nothing intrinsically sinful 
about being entertained with movies like Star Wars. The focus of this article is on the pursuit of things that interest us, or actu-
ally that should interest us. Clearly, we will pursue and do everything we can for things we really want. Unfortunately, what 
many people really want is material, not spiritual. Imagine what a better world this would be if people pursued spiritual things 
like they did Star Wars! Jesus promised that we will receive every spiritual blessing we pursue. He said, “Ask, and it will be 

given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks 
receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened” (Matt. 7:7-8). “Ask” 
implies humility and an awareness of need. It is a general word for asking, but here refers to prayer 
(cf. Matt. 6:8; 21:22). “Seek” implies active pursuit for that which is prayed (cf. Matt. 6:33; Col. 
3:1; Heb. 11:6). Merely asking is not enough. We must put forth effort to obtain (continued below)

Brian

(continued from above) (cf. Matt. 7:21, 24-25; Phil.. 2:12; James 
1:22-25). “Knock” implies active pursuit plus persistence. The 
imagery pictures a closed door that one wants opened (Luke 
12:36; 13:35; Rev. 3:20). In each stage of pursuit God rewards. 
“Shall be given” shows that continuous prayer is effective. 
“Shall find” assures the certainty of what is sought. “Shall be 
opened” shows the certainty that prayer and active pursuit will 
result in opened doors (cf. 1 Cor. 16:9; 2 Cor. 2:12; Rev. 3:8). 
God’s people can influence more lasting change for good upon 
American culture than Star Wars or any other movie, if they 
would as heavily pursue the spiritual as many people did Star 
Wars. What is our pursuit: material or spiritual?

Chasing

Thanks be unto God
for his unspeakable gift

2 Corinthians
9:15


