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of the lord’s way
S E A R C H

Sundays @ 8:30 a.m.  Check local listings

The Power of Evangelism
J.C. Choate

The Lord’s church has been given a work to do. That work is to evangelize 
the world. Jesus commanded the apostles to go into all the world and 
preach the Gospel to every creature (Mark 16:15-16). The Gospel is the 

good news that Jesus died on the cross for the sins of the world, that He was buried 
and that He was resurrected from the grave, so that man might be saved and have the 
hope of eternal life. Christ said that it was the facts of that Gospel—the facts of that 
good news—that were to be taken to all the world. He also said that the commands of 
the Gospel were to be preached and obeyed if man was to be saved.

Individual Christians exist in a city or village, and throughout the world, 
wherever the Gospel has been preached and there are those who were willing to obey 
it. With the conversion of two or more, a local congregation is established and begins 
to function. In addition to meeting each first day of the week to worship, its main 
work is to evangelize, to preach the Gospel to those in that area, and as it grows in 
knowledge and numbers, it is to reach out to the whole area in an effort to establish 
other congregations.

A Christian, or a group of Christians, that make up a local congregation, should 
never be satisfied to just meet on the first day of the week to worship. Worship is very 
important, as well as living the daily Christian life, but each Christian, and the local 
congregation itself, should be very much aware of the need to take the Gospel to their 
family members, to friends, to those with whom they work and to people in general.

When the church is busy taking the Gospel to others, then it is happy, has a 
mission, has plans and goals to reach the lost, and as a result, the congregation will 
grow both spiritually and numerically.

Are you a Christian? If so, what are you doing? Are you teaching God’s Word to 
those around you? Have you converted anyone? What are your plans for the future?

As a member of the Lord’s church, a member of a local congregation, what is 
that congregation doing? What efforts is it making to take the Gospel to others? Is the 
church growing? Is it establishing other congregations in the area around where you 
live? What plans does it have for the future?

May God help us to do more to take the Gospel to the world. This is the hope of 
mankind. This is your hope and my hope.



Bondage of the Law
T. Pierce Brown

I have been amazed, discomfited, disturbed, chagrined and even dismayed at times when I read articles or 
hear discussion that implies that the grace of God somehow frees us from law or from the necessity of 
obeying law. As we have tried to point out many times, it establishes law (Cf. Romans 3:31) for without 

law one would not know how to accept that grace. It is almost impossible to conceive of one who cared about 
God at all becoming enmeshed in the blinding folds of denominationalism to the extent that one would deny the 
importance of obeying the commands of God! For preachers in the body of Christ to do it staggers the imagination.

In my efforts to try to discover how brethren can get that way (for my natural tendency is to try to justify or 
excuse my brethren rather than criticize or condemn), I came across this thought: Are some who are teaching 
freedom from law really trying to say “freedom from the bondage of the law”?

I would like to affirm that, in a very marvelous sense, we are, in Christ, freed from bondage of law. Yet, that 
sense needs to be explained or understood in the light of all God says about it, or one may, even there, fall into 
egregious error.

An illustration or two may help to clarify how we are, in a sense, freed from bondage of law. Back before the 
speed limit was set at 55 mph, I was accustomed to driving, especially in Texas, at 75 mph. The new law was a 
bondage to me. It restricted my freedom, and I feel sure that I occasionally broke it. However, it was no bondage 
to my wife, for she seemed to have an internal speedometer that kept her under 55, regardless of what the law 
allowed!

This, surely, is a part of what Paul meant in 1 Timothy 1:9, when he wrote, “Knowing this, that the law is not 
made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient.” For example, I think there is a law against child 
abuse, or maybe against wife beating. I feel sure there is one against selling alcohol to minors, but none of them 
ever had any effect on me! Note: I am not freed from them in the sense that I am not amenable to them, but I am 
freed from the bondage to them, in the sense that they do not affect my actions or freedom! The reason is simple: 
I would not do them if there were no laws prohibiting those acts.

Do you not see the wonderful joy of this kind of freedom in Christ? In general, when one gets the mind of 
Christ, he is freed from the bondage of thousands of rules and regulations! “If the Son therefore shall make you 
free, ye shall be free indeed” (John 8:32)! Notice again: You are not free from them in the sense that you are free 
to disobey them. You are freed from the bondage of them in the sense that you feel no restriction because of them.

It is slightly similar to the idea that the laws of aerodynamics free us, in a sense, from the bondage to the law 
of gravity! The law of gravity would pull the airplane to the ground, but a “higher” law overcomes that pull and 
makes it ascend!

When you have become a new creature in Christ and operate under higher laws – laws that are a part of the 
divine nature of which you partake (2 Peter 1:4), you are delivered from the sense of bondage and restrictions of 
the laws under which you formerly may have operated. You do not refrain from beating your wife because the law 
says not to beat her. You do not refrain from getting drunk because it is against the law. You obey the laws because 
they are written on your heart as you have developed the mind of Christ.

Modernists are almost right when they say, “If you operate under the law of love, you are free from any other 
law.” It is true that if a wife loves her husband, she is free, in a special sense, from a law that might say, “Thou 
shalt not poison thy husband,” but she still needs instruction (law) about whether he likes his eggs poached or 
scrambled before she can demonstrate that love properly! Most denominational groups are almost right on many 
things, but a person who is jumping a 20-foot ravine almost made it with a 19-foot jump. Agrippa may have been 
almost persuaded to be a Christian (Acts 26:28), but that is not good enough.

Being delivered from the bondage to a law in the sense that we do not feel any restrictive force of it, as we 
are operating under a higher law, is not the same as being free from law! Let us make distinctions when there is 
a difference! May we never teach in such a fashion that someone thinks that because we are under grace, we no 
longer have an obligation to obey the law of Christ!



Sunday, December 20, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class .....................................Ken Walker.
Prayer .....................................................David Ander.son
                                     10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ..................................... Fr.ed Str.ickland
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendr.ix
Opening Prayer .......................................David Williams
Sermon........................................................Hir.am Kemp
Closing Prayer ...........................................Paul Romine
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ............................................David Williams
Opening Prayer ...................................... John McShane
Sermon....................................................... Hir.am Kemp
Greeters ......................................................The Williams 
Att. Cards......... .................................. Ian and Sebastian
Closing Prayer ..........................................Kyle Williams
Open & Close Building ............................... Bob Cooper.

Wed. December 23, 2015
Song Leader .........................................Tucker. Sweeney 
Opening Prayer .........................................Steve Hunley 
Closing Prayer .............................................. Jim Tur.ner.

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231 

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~  .  
Nov. 22..................................$4,255.57
Nov. 29..................................$5,344.11
Dec. 06..................................$5,310.99
Dec. 13..................................$4,675.00
Contribution Average..........$4,645.78 
2015 Weekly Budget............$4,302.98

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Ken Walker. .................... Table  ................. David Ander.son
Tucker. Sweeney ........... Assist  ................... Kenny Fr.ench

Prayer List
Our Members:  Ginny Hamby will start chemo tentatively 

on 1/5/16. If all goes well, chemo will continue thru June 
2016. Carol Pace is having medical testing done. Jim 
Turner’s testing results show no treatment can be done 
at this time, due to the infection in his body.  Also keep 
Jeanelle Thrower, Claud Romine, Gloria Nelson, Jacque-
lin Dopwell, and Margaret Coone in prayer. 

Relatives:  Billy Moore, Barry Richardson and Wayne 
Hendrix.

Shut In Members: Virginia Plumlee, Bill Burton, Dick 
& Joyce Burbage, Duane Nelson, Betty Thornhill and 
Sharon Edler.

Others:   Chrissi Fuesner, Ann Wood and Kathy Bitting-Peel. 
Please pray for all of these.

December

  HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
This Week

“Faithful to God’s Word”
WONN 1230 or WLKF 1430  or on web page
www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com

Upcoming Events

Visitors
     Tim Gangle, Barbara Farmer, Gary & Cathy Garland 
and family, Kathryn Thompson, Kristina Johnsen and Bryant 
Johnson. 

Dec. 19th: Annual Christmas Party at the Sweeneys at 5:30 
p.m. Please bring finger foods, drinks and a gift if you 
plan on participating in the gift exchange.

Dec. 20th: After evening services, there will be a cookie 
exchange in the fellowship hall. Bring a batch of cookies 
to share and a tin to take some home. There will also be 
cookies to decorate for the kids.

Dec. 31st: New Years Eve Chili Supper at 5:30 in the fel-
lowship hall. Guests are welcome. Let  John McShane, 
Phil Fife or the office know if you will be attending. See 
the flyer for more info. 

Sunday, December 27, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ................................David Williams
Prayer ........................................................ Josh Estr.idge
                                     10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ..................................... Fr.ed Str.ickland
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendr.ix
Opening Prayer .........................................Kyle Williams
Sermon....................................................Br.ian Kenyon
Closing Prayer ..................................Bobby Shuemaker.
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ............................................David Williams
Opening Prayer ..............................................Jeff Bingle
Sermon.......................................................Br.ian Kenyon  
Greeters ......................................................The Hambys
Att. Cards......... .........................  Sebastian & Quadar.ius
Closing Prayer ........................................ Antonio Mar.tin
Open & Close Building ............................... Bob Cooper.

Wed. December 30, 2015
Song Leader .................................................. Jim Tur.ner. 
Opening Prayer ....................................... Jason Hendr.ix 
Closing Prayer .........................................Kenny Fr.ench

Thank You
A special thanks to Brian & Jagie Kenyon and Kathy 

Sweeney for all the work that went into my retirement/birthday 
party and for making it into such a memorable day. Thanks to 
all those that honored me by attending. It was an evening I will 
add to my memory bank to recall when I am old.

                                      In Christian love, bettye bolding
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Return Service Requested

Saturday, Dec. 19 before the Sweeney’s Christmas 
party, the youth (and adults who want to join them) will 
bring holiday cheer (by way of singing and gifts) to our 
shut-ins. Stay tuned for time and place where we will meet.
Monday, Dec. 21 the young people (and anyone who 
wants to help) will deliver “goodie bags” to the homeless. 
Stay tuned for meeting time and place.
Anytime we meet for Bible study or worship, Steve 
will be here about 30 minutes early and stay a little late for 
any of our boys who would like help on their song leading.

Matt. 11:28-30
great invitation

Memory Verses
This Week’s   

Now That School Is Over
Some are already experiencing it; others will experience it shortly. No more school till January! For college and preaching school 
students, this is probably the first time you have been caught up since the semester started! There are at least three different ways 
students feel when the semester is over: (1) they are satisfied with a job well done; (2) they are disappointed in their work (re-
flected by final grades); or (3) they do not care, one way or another. The only time Christians will be “caught up” on their work 
is either when Jesus comes again or they go to Him in death (Eccl. 12:7). At those times, like the end of a college or preaching 
school semester, there is no more assignments to complete. The final grades will have been determined by the work we have 
already done. Paul said, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done 
in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10). There are some major differences, of course, 
between Judgment Day and the end of a semester. First, semester grades are insignificant compared 
to the human soul (Matt. 16:26). Second, the basis of judgment is different. Grades are what we 
earn based upon the instructor’s standards. Although the teacher may sprinkle in some mercy while 
grading, if a student earns a 98%, he or she gets an A. Salvation, on the other hand, is “by grace,” 
which is God’s part, “through faith,” which is human response (Eph. 2:8-10). We cannot earn salva-
tion, but we can and must obey what Jesus taught (Luke 6:46; 2 Thess. 1:8; Heb. 5:9). Third, there 
are only two possible ways a person will feel after Judgment Day: (1) joyously (continued below)

(continued from above) blissful after hearing, “Come, you blessed 
of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world” (Matt. 25:34) or (2) excruciatingly 
tormented after hearing, “Depart from Me, you cursed, into the 
everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels” (Matt. 
25:41). Fourth, there are no “do overs,” or make-up work we 
can turn in later to change the grade. Once we die or the Lord 
comes, our fate is sealed (Luke 16:19-31). Fifth, there will be 
no, “I don’t care.” Once we experience the reality of the after-
life, we will either be elated that we lived our lives for God, 
enduring the sacrifice or we will wish we had (Rom. 8:18)! Let 
us serve God now so we can be with Him forever! Brian

Have A Safe And Happy
Holiday Break From School.

Always Keep God First!


