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Saturday, December 21 --- Our monthly youth devotional will be combined with the an-
nual holiday get-together at the Sweeney’s. We are to bring desserts, finger foods, and a “white elephant” 
gift to be exchanged that night. This is a great opportunity to get to know one another better (Acts 2:46).

They first gave themselves to the Lord

Sunday, January 12 --- Our next L2L Sunday will be held. We appreciate all those who helped 
mentor our children last Sunday and those who brought snacks. You contributed to a great atmosphere of 
learning and belonging. We were able to accomplish much work in the Lord. May God bless all involved!

The “Berean Bunch” will meet this Sunday at 5:45 pm. 
We will sing a few devo songs and learn facts from Acts!

Saturday, January 18 --- Our next youth devo and activity 
will be hosted by the Bingles. Stay tuned for further announcements and 
possible opportunities to help by bringing food, providing supplies, etc.

February 21-23 --- Forrest Park church of Christ will host YES 
Weekend 2014. The theme is “Unmasked,” and is dedicated to revealing 
sin for what it really is and pointing to Jesus who can make us innocent. 

Do You Understand Truth?
is the theme of the Florida School of 
Preaching’s 39th Annual Lectureship

January 20-23, 2014
Monday is a holiday, Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day, which means no school! Why 
not take advantage of this opportunity to 
learn about truth? Hope to see you there!

wanted to help with the contribution Paul 
was collecting, so much so that they begged 
Paul “with much urgency” that he would 
“receive the gift and the fellowship of the 
ministering to the saints” (2 Cor. 8:2-4). As 
we think what we can give toward the budget 
shortfall, ask, “Have I given myself to the 
Lord?” If not, do so quickly. This will help the 
budget, the church, and a person’s soul more 
than anything! Once we are first given to the 
Lord, our sacrificial giving will come!

We rejoice with Tonya Anderson 
whose last day of school before “re-

tiring” will be Wednesday, Dec. 18. 
She worked with our youth group in 

the 1990’s and 2000’s and has spent decades 
teaching in our public schools. It is fitting 

that this is mentioned in a bulletin emphasizing 
giving. Teaching is one of the most sacrificial and giving 
(and underpaid) professions. Thank you, Tonya, for teach-
ing our kids...and enjoy those beautiful twin grand babies!  

is the assessment 
Paul made about the  

Macedonians, who are one of the greatest examples of giving (2 Cor. 8:1-5). Significant facts about the 
Macedonians are that they were in “deep poverty” and were enduring a “great trial of affliction,” yet they
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HOW MUCH SHOULD WE GIVE?
Larry Huggins II 

In the Old Testament some people chose to tithe. In Genesis 28:20-22, “Jacob 
made a vow, saying, ‘If God will be with me, and keep me in this way that I 
am going, and give me bread to eat and clothing to put on, so that I come back 

to my father’s house in peace, then the Lord shall be my God. And this stone which 
I have set as a pillar shall be God’s house, and of all that You give me I will surely 
give a tenth to You’” (NKJV). In the OT Law, the Israelites were commanded to tithe 
(Numbers 18:21-32). These Scriptures prove that tithing was practiced.

However, in the New Testament, Christians are not commanded to tithe. 
Referencing the Law, Paul wrote, “having wiped out the handwriting of requirements 
that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, 
having nailed it to the cross” (Colossians 2:14). The apostle Paul also wrote, “For 
whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through 
the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope” (Romans 15:4). These 
passages are proof that we are no longer commanded to tithe after the manner of the 
Old Testament. Instead, we are commanded, “On the first day of the week let each one 
of you lay something aside, storing up as he may prosper, that there be no collections 
when I come” (1 Corinthians 16:2). Also, we must do this in a proper manner. “So 
let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God 
loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). To the rich, Paul wrote, “Let them do 
good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for 
themselves a good foundation for the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal 
life” (1 Timothy 6:18-19). This proves that we must give with the right motivations.

It has been asked, “How much are we to give?” As the Scriptures stated, we are 
to give as we purpose in our heart: liberally, without grudging or reproach, and not 
out of necessity. I heard of a brother who, when the collection plate was passed, said 
he did not see the plate; rather, he saw the hand of Jesus outstretched. Under the New 
Testament, we have something that the Israelites never had: the forgiveness of sins. 
Perhaps that should help one to decide the amount to give.

Please Note - We have set these last Sundays  as Budget Make-Up Days. Our 2013 
Budget Deficit stands at this time at $3,643.41. Those who can are urged to reach 
a little deeper and sacrifice a little more to make it BUDGET VICTORY WEEK!!!  
Thanks so much for your past cooperation and your help at this time.

*



What Have They Seen in Thy House?
Robert R. Taylor, Jr.

Hezekiah was not compelled to show his visitors all that was in his house, but he volunteered to 
do so (2 Kings 20; Isaiah 39:1-8). The prophet later asked, “What have they seen in thy house?” 
Hezekiah was foolish to show his treasures for it later led to the Babylonians returning to take 

them away.

Still it is a good question. What is there to be seen in our homes? If there is evil in our homes, we cannot 
always conceal it from our guests. If there is good, it likewise cannot be hidden. The all-seeing eye of heaven 
is aware of everything that happens in our homes (Hebrews 4:13).

Friend, let us ask ourselves, “What have they seen in our houses?”

•Love or hatred, concern or indifference, gratitude or ingratitude, unselfishness or selfishness in the home 
relationships? Does each member think others exist only to meet his every whim and fancy (cf. Philippians 
2:1-5)?
•What type of reading material is allowed in our home? Is it material built on worldly things or erected upon 
the excellencies of the Bible? Are there true confessions in the home or the confessions of truth as found in 
the Bible and sound reading material (Philippians 4:8)?
•What about the television programs we watch? Certain movies are R-rated. Instead of such fare, families 
need to restrict those shows designed to appeal to our lower and baser elements. Many shows not rated so 
extreme are also unfit for consumption – especially young, impressionable minds (Psalm 11:3; Ephesians 
4:22-24).
•Would they witness the long face of pouting, the quick flare of a temper tantrum, or uncontrollable bursts of 
anger when something fails to please you (Colossians 3:8) ?
•What type of spiritual atmosphere have they seen in our homes? Can they leave and say we are a spiritually-
minded and Bible-centered family? Paul wrote, “For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually 
minded is life and peace” (Romans 8:6).
•Would they have observed us giving thanks for every meal (1 Timothy 4:3-4)? Would it be so common and 
frequent a habit that our children would automatically wait for an expression of thanks before they passed the 
first dish of food to the guests?
•How long would a guest have to remain in our home before he saw the family head read the Bible and heard 
him pray with the family gathered around him (Matthew 5:6)?
•What do guests see the family do if it is Sunday morning, Sunday evening or Wednesday night? Do they 
witness every member making preparation to attend the services of the church? Are they invited to attend? If 
they refuse, do the guests see the family set aside their plans to go and remain home to entertain the current 
visitors (Hebrews 10:25)? Or do they hear the family say, “If you will not go with us, just make yourselves 
comfortable. We will be back as soon as worship is concluded” (Matthew 6:33)?
•Ancient Hebrews believed if they failed to teach their children a trade, they taught them to steal. Have they 
seen children who are required to earn their allowance and perform their part of the household and yard duties 
(Proverbs 22:6)?
•Have they seen the home as a workshop for winning the lost to Christ (Mark 16:15-16)?



Sunday,  December 22, 2013
9:30 A.M. 

Song at Bible Class .....................................Ken Walker
Prayer .....................................................David Anderson

10:30 A.M.    
Announcements ..................................... Fred Strickland
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ........................................ Stacey Paulin
Closing Prayer ...........................................Paul Romine
                                      6:00 P.M. 
Song Leader ............................................ Dave Williams
Opening Prayer ............................................Ken Walker
Closing Prayer ..........................................Kyle Williams
Greeters ........................................... The Williams family
Att. Cards ............... Ian Enamorado & Sebastian Rapley
Open & Close Building ...........................Robert Cooper

Wed. December 25, 2013
Song Leader  ........................................Tucker Sweeney
Opening Prayer .....................................Stephen Hunley
Closing Prayer .............................................. Jim Turner

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Jason Hendrix, so he can 

get a replacement - 537-0857 

December 29,  2013      
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ................................David Williams
Prayer ........................................................ Josh Estridge

10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ..................................... Fred Strickland
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer .........................................  Chuck Wyatt
Closing Prayer ..................................Bobby Sheumaker
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ............................................ Dave Williams
Opening Prayer ....................................Tucker Sweeney
Closing Prayer ........................................ Antonio Martin
Greeters .......................................Frank & Ginny Hamby
 Att. Cards......... .Sebastian Rapley & Quadarius Askew
Open & Close Building ...........................Robert Cooper

Wed. January 1, 2014
Song Leader .................................................. Jim Turner 
Opening Prayer ....................................... Jason Hendrix 
Closing Prayer .........................................Kenny French 

~   HOW WE ARE GIVING   ~  .  
Nov. 24 ............................................. $3,633.75
Dec. 01  ............................................ $4,189.67
Dec. 08 ............................................. $5,483.02
Dec. 15  ............................................ $5,665.95
Contribution Average ..................... $4,181.67
2013 Weekly Budget ....................... $4,255.13
Our Budget Deficit ......................   ($3,643.41)

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Fred Rapley ................... Table  ..................... Frank Hamby
Bobby Simpson ............. Assist ............................Bob Pratt

December
Prayer List

Our Members: Joyce Burbage, Duane Nelson,  Sam Bold-
ing, Ann Howard, JoAnn Hoback, Jacquelin Dopwell, 
Margaret Coone & Sharon Washington. 

Relatives: Lois Stewart (Becky Sheumaker’s mother), 
Danny Stephens, Dorothy Trice, Lewis Tillis, Darnell 
Kirkland & Annie Beth Coone.

Shut In Members: Artis Bassett, Virginia Plumlee.
Others: Timothy Teel, Allison Bridgemohan, Ann Caldwell, 

Michael Ray, Christina Fuessner, Steve Roberts, Bonnie 
Hendricks, Kathy Peel, & Danny Edmonds. 

Upcoming Events 
Dec.21st: - Men’s Breakfast at Hilltop in W.H. at 8:00 am.
Dec. 21st: -  This Saturday there will be a Christmas party 

at the Sweeney’s home at 6:00 pm. Please bring finger 
foods & desserts, and a white elephant gift for the gift 
exchange.

Jan. 20th -23rd, 2014:  FSOP 39th Annual Lectureship. 
There will be different speakers each day.

Visitors
Ronald Cox, Jane Jessee, Everett & Kathy McAnally, Lystra 

Ortiz, John Osborn. 

Sympathy
Mary Shoemake, passed away December 16th at the age 

of 96. Funeral services will be Thursday, December 19th at 
Gentry Morrison, South. The viewing will be at 10:00 am, with 
the funeral service following at 11:00 am.

Also we regret to announce the sudden passing of brother 
Maurice Davis, Dec. 17th. He was the long time minister of the 
Sixth St. Church of Christ and  teacher at the FSOP. Funeral 
arrangements are not known at this time.

Thank You Note
I want to thank you, my church family for all the love, 

support, cards, prayers & for the food that was supplied for 
my family during the passing of my husband, Carl Thompson.  
Thank you does not seem enough. 

                                           Darlene Thompson   

HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
This Week’s Message
“ Our Giving”

1230 or 1430 on radio dial or web page
www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com


