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of the lord’s way
S E A R C H

Sundays @ 8:30 a.m.  Check local listings

Homesick for Heaven
By Bill Dillon

Christians can never be at home in this world below. It was said 
of G. Campbell Morgan’s father: “He lived with a Bible in his 
hand and his face toward a better world.” Such is a worthy slo-

gan for any Christian!

Does not the thought of going to heaven thrill us anymore? John said, 
“Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man 
love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the 
world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not 
of the Father, but is of the world” (1 John 2:15-16).

Unfortunately, the church has changed from her first century, out-of-
this-world mentality, to our present day at-homeness with the world and 
all the slop that is in it. We have ceased to look for the Lord from heaven, 
and we have settled down comfortably like Lot did in Sodom. We have 
forgotten that we have no home down here. We sing, “set our affections 
on things above, not on things of the earth” (Colossians 3:2). We must 
not seek great things for ourselves (Jeremiah 45:5), but “seek first the 
kingdom of God and His righteousness” (Matthew 6:33). Demas, once 
faithful and fruitful, began to feather his nest in this mundane sphere (2 
Timothy 4:10). Did Demas perhaps end up with stocks and bonds? By 
contrast, the only stocks and bonds Paul could boast of were the ones on 
his feet and hands.

At any rate, the time is far past that elders begin to once again be true 
shepherds of the flock of God and lead us to meaningfully sing, “My heart 
has no desire to stay Where doubts arise and fears dismay.”

    Let none of us settle down in the fleshpots of Egypt or the barnyards 
of this world. The real estate on earth is too costly. While Christians have 
no continuing city here, we seek one to come. Let us be homesick for 
heaven.



RIGHT IN WHOSE EYES?
By Russel King

Most people want to be right, to the fullest extent of their ability, in the sight of all observers. 
However, there are some depraved souls who could care less how they appear in the sight of 
either God or man, and they conduct themselves solely by their own selfish whims and no-

tions. When they are reminded of being out of harmony with God’s perfect moral and spiritual standards 
(or even man’s imperfect standards), their response often is: “I don’t care what anyone thinks or says” or 
“It’s none of your business” or “It’s my life to live and I will live it as I please.” This latter concept is often 
heard these days to the sad dismay of parents from their children, and it generates a double grief in godly 
parents: grief because of the sin of rebellion, and grief when that rebellion ultimately results in fruits that 
hurt and sorrow for their children.

Sadly, the above expressed attitudes are becoming more and more prevalent in our society as a whole, 
and it is spilling over into the precious body of Christ, the church for which Christ died. “That He might 
sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, that He might present her to Himself a 
glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without 
blemish” (Ephesians 5:26-27). We would expect an infidel, who is regulated only by humanistic values, to 
have an “I don’t care” attitude about what is right in the sight of God. But how can one who has become a 
member of the “glorious church” have an “I don’t care” attitude and create a “spot” and “blemish” in the 
body for which Jesus died? How could one possibly say to the Lord or any of his sanctified and cleansed 
ones that “It is none of your business what I do?” How can a true believer say, “It’s my life and I will live 
it as I please,” when “...He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for 
Him who died for them and rose again” (2 Corinthians 5:15)?

Christians, therefore, are to be concerned not only with what is right in the sight of God, but also with 
what is right in the sight of man. When Paul was collecting and getting ready to carry the “gift” from the 
churches in Macedonia and Achaia to Jerusalem, he chose men to travel with him. Why? To avoid this: “...
that anyone should blame us in this lavish gift which is administered by us -- providing honorable things, 
not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men” (2 Corinthians 8:20-21). The meaning of the 
Greek word translated “honorable things” is “beautiful...good ...i.e., valuable or virtuous (for appearance 
or use).” It is not simply a matter of being (looking) right in the sight of God; it is also a matter of being 
(looking) right in the sight of men. Christians are well aware that God knows accurately every thought and 
intent of a man’s heart and no doing of man is hidden from his eyes regardless of how dark the night or 
private the house (cf. Hebrews 4:12-13). But Christians must be concerned also with whether their doings 
may appear to be wrong in the sight of man, even while doing what is right.

What kind of an impression is left in the sight of man when any person, especially a professing Chris-
tian, is seen slipping into or coming out of a “honky-tonk” or an adult book store or a peep show or a 
house of ill-fame? How does it appear in the sight of man when a Christian is observed frequenting the 
house of a woman home alone or when an unmarried man and woman cohabit in a home setting? Worldly-
minded people, religious and non-religious alike, often see all this simply as a laughing matter, something 
to provoke suggestive conversation or joke about, knowing the implications. Christians who carelessly 
or intentionally get themselves into this setting are bringing reproach upon the church of Christ and upon 
themselves, forming “spots” upon the glorious church for which Christ died. Those are the kind of people 
of whom Jude spoke, saying, “These are spots in your feasts of charity...to whom is reserved the blackness 
of darkness for ever” (Jude 12-13).

Faithful, spiritual Christians are under obligation to restore those who are “overtaken in a fault” (Ga-
latians 6:1). But if they refuse to be restored, then they are to be turned over to Satan (cf. 1 Timothy 1:20). 
What a sad end for those who do not provide “honorable things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also 
in the sight of men.”



Sunday, December 6, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ................................. Stacey Paulin.
Prayer ....................................................Tucker Sween.ey
                                     10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ..................................... Fred Stricklan.d
Song Leader ............................................ Jason. Hen.drix
Opening Prayer ........................................... C.J. Grimes
Sermon........................................................Hiram Kemp
Closing Prayer .........................................Ken.n.y Fren.ch
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ............................................David Williams
Opening Prayer .........................................Steve Hun.ley
Sermon....................................................... Hiram Kemp
Greeters ........................................................... The Fifes
Att. Cards......... ..................................  Quadarius & Paul
Closing Prayer ................................................ Bob Pratt
Open & Close Building ............................... Bob Cooper

Wed. December 9, 2015
Song Leader ..............................................Kyle Williams 
Opening Prayer ........................................Ken.n.y Fren.ch 
Closing Prayer ........................................David Williams

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231 

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~  .  
Nov. 08..................................$4,603.75 
Nov. 15..................................$4,942.38
Nov. 22..................................$4,255.57
Nov. 29..................................$5,344.11
Contribution Average..........$4,631.31 
2015 Weekly Budget............$4,302.98

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Ken. Walker .................... Table  ................. David An.derson.
Tucker Sween.ey ........... Assist  ................... Ken.n.y Fren.ch

Prayer List
Our Members: Ginny Hamby’s surgery was a success and 

she is now cancer free! On 12/8 she goes to the oncologist 
to determine follow up chemo. Betty Thornhill has been 
admitted to L.R.M.C. with pneumonia and congestive 
heart failure. Sharon Washington is also in L.R.M.C. 
Keep Claud Romine, Jim Turner, Gloria Nelson, Jacquelin 
Dopwell, and Margaret Coone in prayer. 

Relatives:  Billy Moore, Barry Richardson and Wayne 
Hendrix.

Shut In Members: Virginia Plumlee, Bill Burton, Dick & 
Joyce Burbage and Duane Nelson.

Others:   Chrissi Fuesner, Ann Wood and Kathy Bitting-Peel. 
Please pray for all of these.

December

  HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
This Week

“Your Priorities”
WONN 1230 or WLKF 1430  or on web page
www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com

Upcoming Events

Visitors
     Lee Hanstein, David & Cara Muhundro & family, Garrett & 
Megan Sheumaker, Tim Gangle and Jerry Pollard. 

Dec. 6th: Fellowship in Service/Baby Shower for Hailee 
Claire Hendrix and her family following evening services. 
If you are able to join please bring finger foods.

Dec. 9th-11th: 60th Annual Homecoming at the Hilltop 
Church of Christ in Winter Haven. 

Thank You
Dear church, Thank you for your prayers and support 

during my recent illness. Christians like you are sent from God. 
The peace you give me is the presence of Christ. “In Him we 
live, move and have our being,” Acts 17:28.

                          In Christian love, Jim Turner

Sunday, December 13, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ...................................... Jim Turn.er
Prayer ....................................................... An.ton.io Martin.
                                     10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ..................................... Fred Stricklan.d
Song Leader ............................................ Jason. Hen.drix
Opening Prayer ............................................. Jim Turn.er
Sermon....................................................Bob McAn.ally
Closing Prayer ......................................... Josh Estridge
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ............................................David Williams
Opening Prayer ........................................ Stacey Paulin.
Sermon.......................................................Brian. Ken.yon.  
Greeters ....................................................... The Bin.gles
Att. Cards......... .............................................. Paul & Ian.
Closing Prayer ..................................... Jimmy Sween.ey
Open & Close Building ............................... Bob Cooper

Wed. December 16, 2015
Song Leader ..............................................Steve Hun.ley 
Opening Prayer .........................................Fran.k Hamby 
Closing Prayer .............................................Ken. Walker

Sympathy
Ruth Potter Croson, step-mom to Tim Croson passed away 

on Tuesday Nov. 24th in Chattanooga, TN at the age of 100. 
Please keep Tim and all the family in your prayers.

Congratulations
A former member, Fay Luke will turn 90 years old on Dec. 

7th. She would love cards. Her address is: Willow Haven Care 
Center, Room #109, 1020 Taylor St. Zanesville, OH. 43701  
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Return Service Requested

Brian

Saturday, Dec. 5 Bible Bowl team will meet at Hiram and 
Brittani’s house at 10:00 am for a study session!
Sunday, Dec. 13 will be our next L2L Sunday. We will meet 
at the church building at 4:00 pm to work on the events we 
have signed up for. Steve will work with the song leaders, 
and Stacey and Michelle will meet with those who are 
participating in the “Art Says It” event with L2L
Anytime we assemble for Bible study or worship, Steve will 
be here about 30 minutes early and stay a little late for any 
of our boys who would like help on their L2L songs.

Matt. 7:24-27 wise and foolish buildersMemory Verses
This Week’s   

“Black Friday” Values
The day after Thanksgiving has traditionally been the busiest shopping day of the year! Many people begin planning a week 
or so ahead of time. A few people will actually start camping out a couple days before Thanksgiving to make sure they are first 
in line for the “door busters.” Others are sent out Thanksgiving Day to buy newspapers with all the “Black Friday” deals, only 
to discover these newspapers can be very difficult to find! Is it any wonder that people go crazy and even fight each other over 
the super-sale-priced items? All the effort and time spent on obtaining these deals makes those items of great value to the pur-
chaser. There are a few spiritual lessons that can be learned from “Black Friday.” Positively, persistence will get the job done! 
Jesus was teaching persistence when He said, “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be 
opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened” (Matt. 7:6-
7). Each step must progress to the next in order to reach the goal! If we are to achieve our worthwhile 
goals, it will take persistent determination! Negatively, as Jesus said, “For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also” (Matt. 6:21). While “treasure” here is definitely money, other things 
also apply. Generally, whatever people focus their time and attention on the most is what they value 
the most! “Black Friday” often brings out the worldliness in people, determined to get the bargain, 
no matter what it costs them or their fellow man. Imagine if people focused their time and attention 
on serving God as much as some do on “Black Friday.” Let us value and serve God! 

Announcements Join FSOP in Thanking bettye
All alumni, staff, former staff, and friends of the Florida 
School of Preaching are invited to join us at the South 
Florida Avenue church of Christ’s fellowship room on 
Dec. 11, 2015, from 5:00 - 6:30 pm. Come for the 
meal at 5:00 or just drop in to say thanks and enjoy 
the fellowship. If you plan on eating the meal, please 

RSVP by calling Brian or emailing brian@fsop.net 

Don’t Be A Fake Worshiper Like Herod, who told the wise 
men, “Go and search carefully for the young Child, and when 
you have found Him, bring back word to me, that I may come and 
worship Him also” (Matt. 2:8), with no intent to worship Jesus!


