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God Uses Trouble

The Search for Significance!
Mark Posey

Have you ever noticed that a funeral’s eulogy often relates how the deceased 
impacted those around him or her? We have a tremendous need to assign 
significance to a person’s life at that point. The worst thing we could 

say is, “This person’s life had no meaning whatsoever!” People want to achieve 
significance in life; they want to make a difference!

The apostle Paul wrote a great deal about the search for significance in life. In 1 
Corinthians 9:24-27, he described how we can experience significance. The person 
who wants to live a meaningful life must have…

Drive (v.24). Paul was saying, “Don’t settle for a tie; go for the win!” Give 
every day all that you have to give; God has given us one life to live – live it for 
Him (Philippians 3:14; Hebrews 12:1; 2 Timothy 4:6). Great tragedy is when a 
person possesses talent, brains and ability, but drifts through life because he has no 
ambition and no drive. He or she is willing to settle for mediocrity. Therefore, set 
your sight on heaven and live so as to go there.

Direction (v.26). Life is a two-way street: one road going to heaven and the other 
going to hell (Matthew 7:13-14). Since we are going to leave this world someday, 
and when we do, we will live either in heaven or hell forever, it is essential that 
we know where we will end up. The broad road leads to “destruction.” This word 
refers to “loss.” It speaks of “total and absolute ruin.” It speaks of the loss a person 
can expect to suffer in the fires of hell. However, Jesus promised those who travel 
the narrow way everlasting life, not just a better life down here, but everlasting, 
glorious life in the realms of light above this wicked, perishing world. The most 
important question is, “Where am I going?”

Discipline (v.25, 27). The words “temperate” (v.25, self-control) and “keep 
under” (v.27, buffet or discipline by hardship) are words that emphasize discipline. 
Paul did not want his body to lord it over his being. He was a preacher and participant. 
Therefore, he exercised discipline in all areas. Having done so, he will be greatly 
rewarded.

God’s plan for us is to live lives that are full of meaning and purpose. Our 
search for significance ends when we commit ourselves to following Jesus. The 
end result will be that the Father will say, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”

H
The Search for Significance!



What Would It Take?
Steve Higginbotham

While I was in Israel, I quickly realized how many cultural changes there are 
between our countries. In Israel, when one goes to the marketplace, he is 
expected to bargain for his purchase. You never pay for an item without first 

bargaining. I was terrible at that, and the merchants had to love to see me coming. Yet, most 
people like to think of themselves as good bargainers. Many take great pride in running 
across a good deal, saving a few dollars and coming out on top in a transaction. Whether it’s 
yard sales, the purchase of an automobile or the purchase of a house, we like to be able to 
say, “I made a good deal.”

That almost universal desire to “make a good deal” has caused me to think. I began to 
wonder if people are as shrewd as they think they are. Consider the following proposition. 
What would it take for you to exchange your good health? If someone had the ability to give 
you anything in the world in exchange for your good health, what would it take? Would you 
exchange your health for a new car? A home? 100 million dollars? How about fame and 
universal recognition? The list of offers could go on all day, and yet, I dare say that no one 
would accept this offer. Why? Because it would be a foolish trade? What good would it do 
us if we should gain the whole world and lose our health?

I guess you can see where I’m going now, can’t you. As careful as people are about making 
good deals and finding good bargains, they are often so careless with their most important 
possession, their souls. What would it take to sell your soul? Here’s what I find amazing 
about this proposition. You don’t have to start out offering the world, because people will sell 
out for much less than that. People will sell their souls for the contents of a bottle, a grudge, 
gossip, hatred, sexual relations, a lie and the list goes on.

So you see, I’m not so sure that people are as shrewd as they think they are. When we place 
more value on our physical health than our eternal well-being, we’ve made a poor decision. 
When we wouldn’t trade our physical health for the whole world, yet would trade our spiritual 
health for the smallest of matters, we’re not the good bargainers we thought we were.

Friends, the Devil has made and continues to make a proposition to you every day. His 
proposition is for the sale of your soul. Will you sell out? Seriously, give it some thought; what 
would it take for you to sell out? “What shall a man profit if he should gain the whole world and 
lose his own soul; or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Matthew 16:26).



December 14, 2014    
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ...................................... Jim Turner
Prayer ....................................................... Antonio Martin
                                     10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ..................................... Fred Strickland
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ............................................  Jim Turner
Closing Prayer ......................................... Josh Estridge
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ............................................ Dave Williams
Opening Prayer ........................................ Stacey Paulin
Closing Prayer ..................................... Jimmy Sweeney
Greeters ............................................. The Bingle Family
Att. Cards......... ........... Ian Enamorado & Paul Sweeney
Open & Close Building ............................... Bob Cooper

Wed. December 17, 2014
Song Leader .................................................Ken Walker 
Opening Prayer .........................................Frank Hamby 
Closing Prayer ............................................Fred Rapley

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231 

Sunday,  December 21,  2014
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class .....................................Ken Walker
Prayer .....................................................David Anderson
                                     10:30 A.M.    
Announcements ..................................... Fred Strickland 
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ....................................... Dave Williams
Closing Prayer ...........................................Paul Romine
                                      6:00 P.M. 
Song Leader ............................................ Dave Williams
Opening Prayer ....................................... Antonio Martin
Closing Prayer ..........................................Kyle Williams
Greeters .................................................. Williams family
Att. Cards ........................................... Ian and Sebastian
Open & Close Building ............................... Bob Cooper
                         Wed. December 24,  2014
Song Leader ........................................ Tucker Sweeney
Opening Prayer .........................................Steve Hunley
Closing Prayer .............................................. Jim Turner

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~  .  
Nov 16  ................................. $3,909.15
Nov 23 .................................. $3,781.85
Nov 30 .................................. $4,843.38
Dec 7 .................................... $5,754.36
Contribution Average ......... $4,481.20
2014 Weekly Budget ........... $4,256.38

SCHEDULED TO SERVE
December

Prayer List
Our Members:  Joyce Burbage’s eye surgery has been post-

poned until next month. Becky Sheumaker, Faith West, 
Jacquelin Dopwell, Rosalind Coleman, Dick Burbage, 
Duane Nelson, Margaret Coone & Sharon Washington.

Relatives:  Jimmy Puckett, & Wayne Hendrix. 
Shut In Members: Ann Howard,Virginia Plumlee, Bill 

Burton.
Others:  Heather Tyre, Ann Barfield, Frances Sheffler, Bill 

Carroll, Frank Wood, Robie DeWitt & Bonnie Hendricks.  

Upcoming Events 
Dec. 10-14th -Homecoming at Hilltop Church of Christ.
Dec 13th: - The monthly youth devotional and activity will 

be in the fellowship hall at 3:00 PM. See bettye, Virginia, 
or Melissa by Wednesday if you plan to come.

Dec. 20th: - The Men’s Breakfast will be at the Hilltop 
church of Christ in Winter Haven at 8:00 am.

Dec 20th: - The Annual Christmas Party will be at the 
Sweeney’s home at 5:30 PM. Please bring finger foods, 
also an inexpensive “white elephant” gift to exchange. 

Visitors
Paul & Marianne Adams, Hazel Davis, Everton, Erica, Alix 

Patterson, Larry Ellis, Martin Harrison, Janet Moore, Roosevelt 
Moore, Larry Exum.

Sympathy
To Staci Smith in the passing of her mother last week. Also 

to Sharon Egolf in the passing of her nephew in Texas on 
December 5th.

Thank you card
 Thank you  so much for your love and consideration for the 

baby shower that was given for us and our family. We appreciate 
you and are grateful to everyone who helped. We are glad you 
are our brethren, thanks for all the love and fellowship. Hiram 
and Brittany Kemp. 

HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
This Week’s Message

“Hawthorne”
1230 or 1430 on radio dial or web page

www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com

Fred Rapley ................... Table  ..................... Frank Hamby
Bobby Simpson ............. Assist ............................Bob Pratt



Are You Smarter Than God?

The End of Your Search for a Friendly Church . . . 
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Return Service Requested

Brian

Saturday, December 13 Our monthly youth 
devotional and activity will be hosted by bettye, Virginia, & 
Melissa in the SFA fellowship room, beginning at 3:00 p.m.  
Sunday, December 14 will be our next L2L day. 
Our young people are making good progress in accomplishing 
their goals. We appreciate them and our adult mentors who 
sacrifice their time to help with our youth group.

“Pew Packers” are meeting every Sunday evening at 5:45 to learn the Bible!

Winter Quarter Classes
Beginning Sunday, December 7, the following classes 
and teachers are scheduled. Thank you teachers!

Pre-school
4rd-6th Grade

7th-12th Grade

Rene’ Bingle (Sun.) & Melissa Craft (Wed.)

Nicole Dix (Sun.) & Kathy Sweeney (Wed.)

Stacey Paulin (Sun. & Wed.) 

If you have any questions or comments, see Brian

Cradle Roll Jenna Hendrix (Sun.) & Michelle Paulin (Wed.)

Young Adults Jason Hendrix (Sun. “Basic Bible Knowledge”) 

Auditorium Bob McAnally (Sun.) & Sam Crow (Wed.)

Nobody likes a “know-it-all”. . . not even God! As weird as it may sound, some people think they know better than 
God. They will not readily admit this, but when hearing them speak, it is clear: they think they are smarter than 
the Lord Himself! The Bible is God’s word, and it says what it means and means what it says. Yes, there are some 
difficult to understand parts of the Bible (2 Pet. 3:16), but for the most part the Bible is simple to understand. For 
example, the Bible plainly says, “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will 
be condemned” (Mark 16:16). That’s not hard to understand, is it? Yet, people often say something like this, “Well, I 
know the Bible says you have to be baptized, but I think if a person is sincere, God will know his heart and save any 
way.” Here is a person who thinks he is smarter than God. In fact, anytime someone overrides God’s word with an 

“alternative” way, he or she has declared more intelligence than God. Paul thanked God for the 
Thessalonians because they “received the word of God” and “welcomed it not as the word of 
men, but as it is in truth, the word of God” (1 Thess. 2:13). The psalmist said, “Great is our Lord, 
and mighty in power; His understanding is infinite” (Psalm 147:5). We cannot outsmart God! 
Why not just let God’s word speak for itself and always follow what it teaches? 

Don’t be a spiritual wimp! Take 
advantage of every opportunity to get 
a spiritual work-out, such as attending  
ALL church services youth events! 


