
Thanksgiving is a great holiday! Pilgrims, one of the traditional symbols of the season, not only remind us of the 
main reason this country was founded (religious freedom), but also remind us of an aspect of Christianity that is 
often lost in the materialism of this world. A “pilgrim” is one living in a country that is not his home. Abraham and 
Sarah “confessed they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth” (Heb. 11:13). Peter exhorts, “Beloved, I beg you 
as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul” (1 Pet. 2:11). This world, though 
our present abode, is not our ultimate home! Like the patriarchs, we await “the city which has foundations, whose 
builder and maker is God” (Heb. 11:10). As pilgrims, living here below, we should always be thankful for what God 
continues to do for us! Thanksgiving Day is a great time to meet with friends and family, share a 
bountiful meal, and participate in traditional activities. However, when we consider the bless-
ings God showers upon us all the time, thanksgiving should characterize our lives the rest of 
the year as well. The psalmist said it well, “Be thankful to Him, and bless His name. For the 
Lord is good; His mercy is everlasting, And His truth endures to all generations” (Ps. 100:4-
5). May we enjoy the Thanksgiving holiday and all that it entails, while at the same time real-
izing our temporary status on this earth and be “thanks-living” pilgrims!
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Return Service Requested

Brian Kenyon

Sunday, December 8 --- Our monthly L2L meeting will begin at 12:30 p.m. As 
usual, if you would like to stay for lunch, please bring a dish to share. We hope to have a sched-
ule in the bulletin for our adult volunteers. Thanks for your patience as the program develops! 

If you would like to help with providing snacks for our 

youth group once a month at their all day Sunday 

meetings, please see Brian, Jagie or Flo. We need your help.

“Thanks-Living” Pilgrims

Saturday, December 21 --- Our monthly youth devotional will be combined with the an-
nual holiday get-together at the Sweeney’s. Stay tuned for more announcements on time and what to 
bring. Our next youth devotional will be hosted by the Bingle’s on January 18, 2014. Thanks to our hosts!

Don’t 
Forget

Children (with the help of their par-
ents) who are participating in L2L 

puppet theater are to have last week’s 
lines memorized before Sunday’s prac-
tice. Otherwise, we cannot continue!  

Puppet Practice Sunday @ 4:30

Don’t Forget the “Berean Bunch” Sun-
days at 5:45 pm. Hope to see you here!

Although we are thankful for them 
all year, the youth group wants to 
especially thank our elders. Their 
support has resulted in our young 
people being closer to the Lord!    
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Thanksgiving is here, and our minds are turned
     To what time has taught us, to what we’ve learned:
 Too often we focus all our thoughts
     On the shiny things we’ve shopped and bought.

 We take our pleasure in material things,
     Forgetting the pleasures that friendship brings.
 If a lot of our stuff just vanished away,
     We would see the foundation of each happy day.
 It’s the special relationships, constant and true,
     And that’s why our thoughts go directly to you.
 We wish you a Thanksgiving you’ll never forget,
     Full of love and joy—your very best one yet!



Giving Thanks for What and Why?
Marilyn LaStrape

As Christians, living a life of thanksgiving should be as natural for us as breathing. We need 
to be thankful for life itself. Why? God holds our breath in His hand and owns all our ways 
(Daniel 5:23). We need to be thankful for our health. Why? Any and all measures of health 
and strength are ours because it is in God that we live and move and have our being (Acts 

17:28). We need to be thankful for provision and protection. Why? God gives us richly all things to 
enjoy, and because of Him, we dwell in safety (1 Timothy 6:17; Psalm 4:8). This perpetual mindset is 
conveyed in Psalm 140:13. “Surely the righteous shall give thanks to Your name; the upright shall dwell 
in Your presence.”
 

First Thessalonians 5:18 is very direct in expressing why we are to constantly be thankful. “Give 
thanks in all circumstances, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you” (ESV). Giving thanks 
in all circumstances is an outgrowth of our faith and trust based on a right relationship with God. Even 
through the worst times, we give thanks because we understand as long as we live in this fallen, sin-
filled and sin-cursed world, “bad” is inevitable. Since “bad” is inevitable, it must be rightly endured. We 
also give thanks as we realize many circumstances will be bad, but they could get worse!

Through the good times and through the bad times, God is good. David declared, “Oh give thanks 
to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever” (Psalm 136:1). His strength becomes our 
strength when we endure in the obedience of faith with thanksgiving. Personal conviction of always 
being thankful, no matter what, will resonate in our lives when we truly recognize we are totally 
dependent on God for everything.

As children of God led by the Spirit and not by the sinful lusts and deeds of the flesh, we are to 
be the most thankful people on earth. Every spiritual, physical, mental and material blessing is ours 
because of who God is as our Father. Giving thanks for God’s providential goodness is stated four times 
in Psalm 107. “Oh, that men would give thanks to the LORD for His goodness, and for His wonderful 
works to the children of men!” (verses 8, 15, 21, 31). Giving of thanks is reiterated so often in the 
Psalms.  Psalm 92:1-2 specifically states when we should be thankful.  “It is good to give thanks to the 
LORD, and to sing praises to Your name, O Most High; to declare Your lovingkindness in the morning, 
and Your faithfulness every night.”

We are commanded and exhorted to “Trust in the Lord – Always!” Years ago one of our preachers 
in the brotherhood said, “It is easier to obey God than it is to trust Him because we do not know the 
duration, the extent, the frequency or the outcome of trusting in God.” Trust in God keeps us thankful. 
When our hearts overflow with thanksgiving for all that God has done, is doing and will continue to do 
for us, we experience the peace that surpasses all understanding (Philippians 4:6-7). We can then say 
as David did in Psalm 86:12, “I give thanks to You, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, and I will 
glorify Your name forever.”



Sunday,  December 8, 2013
9:30 A.M. 

Song at Bible Class ................................. Stacey Paulin
Prayer ....................................................Tucker Sweeney

10:30 A.M.    
Announcements ..................................... Fred Strickland
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer .......................................... C. J. Grimes
Closing Prayer .........................................Kenny French 

                                      6:00 P.M. 
Song Leader ............................................ Dave Williams
Opening Prayer ............................................. Jim Turner
Closing Prayer ................................................ Bob Pratt
Greeters .................................... Fred & Kathy Strickland
Att. Cards ............... Ian Enamorado & Sebastian Rapley
Open & Close Building ...........................Robert Cooper

Wed. December 11, 2013
Song Leader  .............................................Kyle Williams
Opening Prayer ........................................Kenny French
Closing Prayer ........................................ Dave Williams

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Jason Hendrix, so he can 

get a replacement - 537-0857 

December 1,  2013      
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ................................Jeremy Padilla
Prayer ...................................................... Tyler Anderson

10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ..................................... Fred Strickland
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer .......................................  Kenny French
Closing Prayer ......................................... Stacey Paulin
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ............................................ Dave Williams
Opening Prayer .................................... Jimmy Sweeney
Closing Prayer ..................................... Charles Sanford
Greeters ................................... Josh & Marissa Estridge
 Att. Cards......... .Sebastian Rapley & Quadarius Askew
Open & Close Building ...........................Robert Cooper

Wed. December 4,, 2013
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix 
Opening Prayer .................................Bobby Sheumaker 
Closing Prayer ...........................................Chuck Wyatt 

~   HOW WE ARE GIVING   ~  .  
Nov. 03 ............................................. $5,015.98
Nov. 10  ............................................ $3,649.46
Nov. 17 ............................................. $3,705.36
Nov. 24  ............................................ $3,633.75
Contribution Average ..................... $4,122.24
2013 Weekly Budget ....................... $4,255.13
Our Budget Deficit ......................   ($6,216.54)

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Fred Rapley ................... Table  ..................... Frank Hamby
Bobby Simpson ............. Assist ............................Bob Pratt

December
Prayer List

Our Members: Joyce Burbage, Duane Nelson, Sam Bold-
ing, Ann Howard, Jacquelin Dopwell, Margaret Coone 
& Sharon Washington. 

Relatives: Danny Stephens, Dorothy Trice, Carl Thompson, 
Lewis Tillis, Darnell Kirkland & Annie Beth Coone.

Shut In Members: Artis Bassett, Mary Shoemake.
Others: Jeannetta Joiner, Ann Caldwell, Graham McDon-

ald, Michael Ray, Christina Fuessner, Steve Roberts, Joan 
Smith, Irma Dampier, Bonnie Hendricks, Kathy Peel, & 
Danny Edmonds. 

Upcoming Events 
       Dec. 1st: - Fellowship in service after our evening worship.
     Dec. 4th: - Don Iverson will be here to report on the work 
           in India.      

Dec. 7th: - The “Ladies Brunch” will be here at S. Fla. Ave. 
at 9:00 am. Please RSVP by Dec. 4th. at 682-4702

Dec. 8th: - Lads to Leaders will meet at 12:30 PM.
Note:   Please remember to check the bulletin board for 

other events coming up.

Visitors
Mrs. Nellie Andeson, Mrs. Donna Dones, Mrs. Fran Hinson, 

Dr. Debra Okolichany.

Sympathy
To Sharon Egolf at the passing of her brother, George 

Radeka on November 20th in Savanah, GA.  Please keep Sharon 
and her family in your prayers. 

Thank You Notes
To our wonderful church family,
Charles and I have appreciated your friendship and 

association for our duration here. The hospitality you have 
extended us is an encouragement on many levels. Thanks for 
your kind remembrance of our 51st wedding anniversary.

                                        Warmest Regards,
                                        Charles & Glenda Sanford

HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
This Week’s Message
“ The Basics”

1230 or 1430 on radio dial or web page
www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com


