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Friday, November 15 --- Our monthly youth devotional will be held at Stacey and Mi-
chelle Paulin’s house beginning at 6:00 p.m. Weather permitting, the activities will be held outdoors 
around a bonfire so please bring a lawn chair for each person in your party, and please bring a des-
sert to share. Main food options are still being finalized, but just in case, please be prepared to give $2 
per person to cover pizza costs. No problem if you don’t have it, just see Brian. We have a wonderful 
group of young people and we appreciate the Paulin’s for helping and encouraging all of them (and us)! 

What Is A “Hypocrite”?
Some of Jesus’ sternest rebukes were directed toward “hypocrites” (Mt. 23:13-15, 23, 25, 27, 29). Have you ever won-
dered what a “hypocrite” is? Our English word “hypocrite” is simply a transliteration (spelled in English how it sounds) 
of the Koine Greek word that sounds very similar. The word originally meant “an actor.” As we know, an actor is some-
one who pretends to be someone he is not, which, of course, is usually fine if in a play or TV production. However, in 
our Christianity, being “an actor” is not a good thing! Jesus said, “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter 
the kingdom of heaven, but he who does [not acts like he does] the will of My Father in heaven” (Mt. 7:21). In one of 
Jesus’ rebukes to “scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites,” Jesus said, “Even so you also outwardly appear righteous to men, 
but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness” (Mt. 23:28). How we appear outwardly mat-
ters little compared to how we really are inwardly. We must make sure we are not just “acting” 
like Christians, but that we really are Christians by doing what our Lord teaches! Being genuine 
(the opposite of hypocritical) does not require perfection, but loyalty to God and His word. Let 
us seek to learn His will and “observe all things that I [Jesus] have commanded you” (Mt. 28:20). 
Though it often takes patience with ourselves to grow as we ought, let us constantly apply the 
Lord’s teachings in our lives, not just outwardly, but inwardly. 

Sunday, December 8 --- Our monthly L2L work day will be held beginning at 12:30 p.m. Part of the 
youth group always eats lunch at the building following worship services. If you would like to join in, please bring 
a dish to share. We had a great day last Sunday. We thank all those (young and older) who helped with the work!

Sunday, November 17 --- There will be a practice for the L2L puppet team at 4:30 p.m. Young people involved 
are expected to have the lines they worked on last Sunday memorized. If you need a ride, please see Brian or Jason. 

Everybody 
Likes A
Snack!

If you would like to help with 
providing snacks for our youth 
group at the monthly L2L meet-
ings, please see Brian or Jagie or Flo.

If you have not received a copy of the 
Bible Bowl questions to take home 
and study, please see Brian or Jason.
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Once Saved Always Saved?Once Saved Always Saved?
As far back as I can remember, our brethren have effectively denied the doctrine called 

“Impossibility of Apostasy,” “Security of the Believer,” “Perseverance of the Saints” 
or “Once Saved Always Saved.” The doctrine was the natural outgrowth of the Calvinistic 
doctrine of “Hereditary Total Depravity,” and an integral part of what is sometimes called the 
TULIP theory. Without examining each of the five parts of the theory, the idea of the whole 
thing is that since man is totally depraved, universally lost, God sent His Son to die for a limited 
portion of mankind who must respond to the irresistible grace of God, then must persevere and 
be saved eternally, else God’s whole plan is negated and His promise invalidated.

The purpose of this article is not to refute the theory, which is false in every point, but to 
point out a Bible truth that is sometimes overlooked in the process of pointing out the falsity 
of the Calvinistic theory. There is a sense in which it is true that once saved we are always 
saved! The failure to realize that truth has caused much unnecessary worry on the part of 
many Christians.

That is, I have had persons come to me with this problem: “I committed a sin before I 
became a Christian, and I want you to pray for my forgiveness, because it still bothers me.” 
I have replied something like this: “I cannot, for God has no record of it. He has forgotten it, 
and if I reminded Him of it, He would not know what I was talking about.”

The point is, once you are saved from some sin, you are always saved from that sin! It 
does not matter how bad the sin was. Even those who murdered the Son of God did not have 
to bother with it again, once they accepted the pardon offered in Acts 2:38. The Hebrew 
author says in Hebrews 10:17, “Their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.” If we are 
forgiven of a sin, we are saved from it forever.

The fact that you are saved from the penalty of a particular sin does not mean you cannot 
be lost for another sin in case you do not repent of it and get forgiveness on God’s terms. 
Nor does it mean you will not suffer some consequences of your sin as David did. Yet, it is 
amazing and sad that many persons carry a guilty feeling long after the sin should have been 
forgiven and forgotten.

There is a difference between a feeling of sorrow that the sin was ever committed and a 
feeling of guilt that would cause one to keep needing to ask for pardon. There is no doubt that 
Paul remembered with regret his past antagonism to the Lord. There is not the slightest hint 
that he felt a need to ask forgiveness of it after he arose and was baptized and had his sins 
washed away (Acts 22:16).

When Paul said, “But I buffet my body, and bring it into bondage: lest by any means, 
after that I have preached to others, I myself should be rejected” (1 Corinthians 9:27), he 
showed that a person who was once saved could be lost. Yet, he had no fear of being rejected 
(cast away) because of his past sin against Christ. Once saved from the guilt and punishment 
of that sin, he was always saved from it.    _ T. Pierce Brown
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A Better Church Begins with Me
Royce Pendergrass

This country is only as good as its citizens. For the country to be better, its citizens must become better 
citizens. If we expect to stand the test of time, this nation must work toward making this country morally 
and physically strong. Likewise, the church can and will become better if the individual members begin 

the process with themselves.

Therefore, to make the church better, each member must realize that he or she is important to the work of the 
church. The body cannot function properly without each of its members contributing (1 Corinthians 12:20-26). 
Our Lord expects all of us to do what we can to strengthen and nourish the church. “From whom the whole body 
fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplies, according to the effectual working in the 
measure of every part, makes increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love” (Ephesians 4:16). Each 
member must be willing to help the church grow.

After you realize your importance to the church, you must then start to do something for the church. The 
obligations of the church can most easily be placed into three categories: (1) Evangelism – teaching the Gospel to 
the lost. (2) Edification – encouraging the existing members and (3) Benevolence – helping the needy to get those 
necessary things for everyday living. To that end, each member can contribute in a multitude of ways. Perhaps 
the easiest thing to do is to “be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s 
sake hath forgiven you” (Ephesians 4:32). The world can also be taught in this manner because it will notice the 
way we treat one another (John 13:35).

To have a better church, each of us must invite others to share our blessings. When you bring a friend or family 
member to Bible study or worship, you are helping him or her to know that God has provided many blessings 
for those in Christ. God has “blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ” (Ephesians 1:3). 
Physical blessings are there also, but the spiritual ones are far more important. You may be the only one who will 
ever share the Gospel with your family or with others. If each of us does not share what we know with others, 
there will be far less people with a hope of heaven. To have a church that grows, members must be concerned for 
and really love the lost (Mark 10:21).

Yes, a better church begins with me and the time to begin is now!

The above article was written by brother Steve Preston on his website, “Bible Talk” and I found it very 
appropriate. We must realize that the “church” is not a building. We often hear (and even say such things ourselves) 
someone speak of “going to church” as if the building is the church. The church is the group of Christians who 
make up the body of Christ. “The Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved” (Acts 2:47). He 
was not adding people to a building, but He was adding them to the group of saved people. This Scripture teaches 
that others were being taught the Gospel, were obeying it and being added to the church. Christ is the Head of 
this body of believers. “Christ is the head of the church and He is the savior of the body” (Ephesians 5:23). We 
understand that today’s church is the same; it is obvious that the saved are those who are faithful to Christ.

Let us work hard to reach out to those who are not in a saved state and bring them to hear God’s Word 
proclaimed. Care enough for the souls of others to bring them to hear the Gospel message, the Good News. 
Remember my ten little words: “If it is to be, it is up to me!” No one else can do for you what you should be doing; 
it is up to you! You are important to the work of the church and the future of the Lord’s church is in the hands of 
His faithful followers. Jesus, Himself, proclaimed “I must be about My Father’s business” (Luke 2:49). Where 
does that leave each of us?



Sunday,  November 24, 2013
9:30 A.M. 

Song at Bible Class ..................................Frank Hamby
Prayer .........................................................Kyle Williams

10:30 A.M.    
Announcements ................................Bobby Sheumaker
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ........................................ Stacey Paulin
Closing Prayer ..........................................Brian Kenyon 

                                      6:00 P.M. 
Song Leader ..............................................Kyle Williams
Opening Prayer ...................................... Fred Strickland
Closing Prayer ......................................Stephen Hunley
Greeters .................................... Fred & Kathy Strickland
Att. Cards ............... Ian Enamorado & Sebastian Rapley
Open & Close Building ...........................Charles Paulin

Wed. November 27 2013
Song Leader  ................................................Ken Walker
Opening Prayer ...................................... John McShane
Closing Prayer ......................................... Stacey Paulin

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Jason Hendrix, so he can 

get a replacement - 537-0857 

November 17,  2013      
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ................................ Jason Hendrix
Prayer .................................................... Charles Sanford

10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ................................Bobby Sheumaker
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ......................................  Charles Paulin
Closing Prayer ..................................... Jimmy Sweeney
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ..............................................Kyle Williams
Opening Prayer .................................... Charles Sanford
Closing Prayer ........................................ Antonio Martin
Greeters .............................................The Padilla Family
 Att. Cards......... ......... Ian Enamorado & Paul Sweeney
Open & Close Building ...........................Charles Paulin

Wed. November 20, 2013
Song Leader ............................................Jeremy Padilla 
Opening Prayer .....................................Stephen Hunley 
Closing Prayer ...............................................Jeff Bingle 

~   HOW WE ARE GIVING   ~  .  
Oct. 20 .............................................. $3,236.13
Oct. 27  ............................................. $3,932.10
Nov. 03 ............................................. $5,015.98
Nov. 10  ............................................ $3,649.46
Contribution Average ..................... $4,142.35
2013 Weekly Budget ....................... $4,255.13
Our Budget Deficit ........................ ($5,045.31)

SCHEDULED TO SERVEPrayer List
Our Members:  Sam Bolding was scheduled for surgery 

Tuesday to remove a tumor. Darlene Thompson,Joyce 
Burbage, Ann Howard, Louise Starks, Jacquelin Dop-
well, Margaret Coone,  & Sharon Washington.

Relatives: Mary Lucas (Mother-in-law of Paul Romine) 
was scheduled for carotid artery surgery Tuesday. George 
Radeka (99 year old brother of Sharon Egolf) fell & broke 
his arm. Danny Stephens has lung cancer. Dorothy Trice 
is in Rehab in Winter Haven. Carl Thompson, Lewis 
Tillis,  Darnell & Jane Kirkland & Annie Beth Coone.

Shut In Members: Artis Bassett, Mary Shoemake.
Others: Jeannetta Joiner (friend of Margaret Norman) is a 

cancer patient.  Graham McDonald, Michael Ray. Chris-
tina Fuessner, Steve Roberts, Gene & Irma Dampier, 
Bonnie Hendricks, Kathy Peel, Marie Platzer & Danny 
Edmonds. 

Upcoming Events  
Nov. 15th - Youth Devotion and Fellowship at the home of 

Stacey and Michelle Paulin. Time is 6:00 pm.
Nov. 16th - Men’s Breakfast at Central Church of Christ in 

Haines City at 8:00 am.
Dec. 4th - Don Iverson will be here to give a report on the 

mission work in India.
Dec 7th - The “Ladies Brunch” will be here at S. Fla. Ave. 

at 9:00 am. There is Sign-Up Sheet in the foyer for food.

Visitors 
Ronald Cox, Jahieem Coleman, Lillian Palermo, Steve 

Winchester. 

Ronald McDonald House
Our Youth group will be collecting items for the Ronald 

McDonald house in Tampa.  Please see the list of items needed 
on the box in the foyer. Items need to be in by Dec. 15th.

Just A Reminder
The Fellowship in Service Sign-Up sheet is on the bulletin 

board, if you can help host in December. Please sign-up!!

November
David Anderson ............. Table  ...................David Williams
Paul Romine ................. Assist .....................Josh Estridge

HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
This Week’s Message

“ That Settles It”
1230 or 1430 on radio dial or web page

www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com


