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in

of the lord’s way
S E A R C H

Sundays @ 8:30 a.m.  Check local listings

Living in Mississippi, everyone knows that once the summer months come, 
rain gets harder to come by. This year, we have had a particularly dry end 
of spring and early summer, with very little rain in our corner of Mississippi 

during that stretch. It has been highly bemoaned by many people that the lack of rain 
is starting to ruin the crops because the farmers and gardeners cannot keep enough 
water in the soil. Our garden was no exception.

My sons have been helping in the garden every day this spring. This week, my 
four year old began praying with every prayer that God would send rain for our gar-
den. Mind you, this is with a weather forecast that had no real chance of rain coming 
for the next week and a half. Yet, undeterred, my son continued to pray for rain at 
every meal, every prayer before bed and every other occasion he thought of it during 
the day.

By the middle of the week, something happened. One day when there was to be 
no rain, suddenly we had a thirty percent chance, then fifty, then eighty. That night 
we had some thunderstorms roll through and give us a nice dousing rain for about an 
hour. Last night, we received the same thing. This morning, as I wrote this, the thun-
der was rolling and the rain was about to begin again. My son has also not ceased to 
thank God for the rain in every prayer since it began.

As with so many things kids do, there is a lesson here for the adults. James said, 
“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much” (James 5:16). There 
is also the example of Elijah used in James 5:17-18, showing how when Elijah prayed 
for it to stop raining it did – for three and a half years! Then, when Elijah prayed again 
for it to rain, God sent it, and the earth brought forth fruit.

If God will hear the prayers of the righteous man, what about the innocent child 
who has no sin to be held to his charge, but thoroughly believes in God and what He 
can do? I believe I have seen the answer. It is a lesson that many Christians need to 
learn. Many times the adults who should know better do not pray for the things that 
are needed because we have accepted “that’s just the way it is around here.” We forget 
the One who created all, and controls all, the One who waits to help those who will 
ask of Him those things that are needed.

Do we really believe, when we pray, that God will answer our prayers in the way 
that we need it? Do we believe it is enough to pray continuously without wavering for 
the needs of our lives? Or, have we already decided which prayers God will answer 
and which ones are not worth the time and effort?

God does answer prayers. He does not answer them all in the same way at the 
same time, but He does answer them. May we always put our faith in Him, remem-
bering Who He is and what He has said He will do, and not in what we think will 
happen “whether we pray or not.”

Does God Answer Prayer?
Adam B. Cosort



Every Day with God
Robert Johnson

Remember growing up as a child, when you might be doing something you should not, and you 
would hear someone say, “Your mom is watching you?” That phrase was a guarantee for instant 
good behavior! It is always easier behaving when someone is watching. Such an attitude can also 

carry over into adult activities as well. Before Karen and I married, while working for a company called 
Stromberg-Carlson, one of my coworkers was always doing something other than work, until word passed 
through the ranks our supervisor was coming to our department. Then he was the model of efficiency.

It is possible for this attitude to carry over into our spiritual life as well. It is easy to put on our nice 
garments, sit in the assembly and sing with fellow Christians, bow our heads reverently during prayers, open 
the Bible for the sermon and sit quietly while the Lord’s Supper is observed. Yet, what about when none of 
our brothers and sisters in Christ are with us? What are we like when we are alone (even though we are never 
alone, as God always watches over us)?

The formation of Christian character is developed, not just when we are with other Christians. It 
developes when we are living it on our own, in the arena of everyday life. How we face both the blessings 
and challenges life provides is what molds and shapes us in the image of Christ. How we deal with the daily 
routine, and the challenges that can come with it, is what often determines the type of Christians we are.

A good illustration of this is found in the life of David. Remember when he was sent by his father Jesse 
to check on his brothers, as they were part of the forces mustered to deal with the threat of Goliath? There was 
righteous indignation on his part from the words of Goliath against Israel. He volunteered to face the giant 
in the name of the Lord, even when King Saul himself was afraid to do so. Saul was skeptical of his ability, 
and said to him, “You cannot go fight this Philistine. You are just a youth, and he has been a warrior since he 
was young” (1 Samuel 17:33). However, David spoke of his experience tending sheep and the threats that 
sometimes would come from a lion or bear. He told Saul, “Your servant has killed lions and bears; this uncir-
cumcised Philistine will be like one of them, for he has defied the armies of the living God” (17:36). I imagine 
there was a lot of boring routine to tending sheep, taking them to pastures for feeding, water to quench their 
thirst, grassy areas to rest, etc., but what he learned from the routine helped him face the challenges of danger 
that threatened the flock’s survival, and now, what he had learned from everyday living would help him face 
the challenge of Goliath.

Spiritual growth does not just happen on Sundays, but on Mondays through Saturdays. It is not 
just when we are surrounded by fellow Christians that we should live the Christian life, but in the everyday 
routines, when only God is there to watch. How much a part our faith plays in the everyday aspects of our 
lives determines the part it will play in the challenges of our lives, which really defines who we are in Christ? 
The fellowship we enjoy on the Lord’s Day, and other times we are around fellow Christians, is wonderful, 
but who we really are spiritually is defined by how we live every day. What Paul encouraged slaves to do in 
the first century is still good advice for us in the twenty-first century. “Do not work only while being watched, 
in order to please men, but as slaves of Christ, do God’s will from your heart” (Ephesians 6:6).

Look at everyday living as an opportunity for Christ. If He is an integral part of the everyday, He will 
be there as an integral part of your life when trials come your way. Then, the life Christ forms in you each day 
will make our time of fellowship that much sweeter. Is Christ a part of your everyday routine? “Whatever you 
do, do it enthusiastically, as something done for the Lord and not for men, knowing that you will receive the 
reward of an inheritance from the Lord — you serve the Lord Christ” (Colossians 3:23-24).



Sunday, November 22, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class .............................Tucker Sweeney.
Prayer ............................................................Ken Walker
                                     10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ....................................... Stacey. Paulin
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer .................................Bobby. Sheumaker
Sermon....................................................   Bob McAnally.
Closing Prayer ....................................... Ty.ler Anderson
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ...............................................Paul Romine
Opening Prayer ...................................... Fred Strickland
Sermon....................................................... Brian Keny.on
Greeters ....................................................... The Bingles
Att. Cards......... .............................  Quadarius & Antonio
Closing Prayer ..............................................David Deal
Open & Close Building ...........................Charles Paulin

Wed. November 25, 2015
Song Leader .................................................. Jim Turner 
Opening Prayer .................................Bobby. Sheumaker 
Closing Prayer .....................................Tucker Sweeney.

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231 

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~  .  
Oct. 18...................................$4,328.65
Oct. 25...................................$4,193.00
Nov. 01..................................$5,685.00
Nov. 08..................................$4,603.75
Contribution Average..........$4,616.91 
2015 Weekly Budget............$4,302.98

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Frank Hamby. ................. Table  .................Jimmy. Sweeney.
Jim Turner ..................... Assist  ....................Josh Estridge

Prayer List
Our Members: Betty Thornhill has been moved to Oak-

bridge Health Center and is doing some better. Linda 
Simpson was home sick this week. Also keep Grace 
McAnally, Claud Romine, Kimberly Westbrook, Janet 
Crosby, Sharon Edler, Jim Turner, Gloria Nelson, Jacque-
lin Dopwell, Ginny Hamby and Margaret Coone in prayer. 

Relatives: Robert Mahousek (son of Beverly Jakelsky), Billy 
Moore, Barry Richardon, Jude Hash,Wayne Hendrix, 
Blanche Dopwell and Keller Stephens. 

Shut In Members: Virginia Plumlee, Bill Burton, Dick & 
Joyce Burbage and Duane Nelson.

Others:  Chrissi Fuesner, Ann Wood, Bert Allen, Kevin Dix-
on, and Kathy Bitting-Peel. Please pray for all of these.

November

  HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
This Week

“Living Day by Day”
WONN 1230 or WLKF 1430  or on web page
www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com

Upcoming Events

Visitors
Dolly Martin and Amanda Patterson.

Nov. 21st: Men’s Breakfast hosted by Orange Street Church 
of Christ in Auburndale at 8:00 a.m.

Dec. 5th: 2nd Annual Community Fun Day from 10:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. hosted by the Hilltop Church of Christ in 
Winter Haven. See the flyer on the bulletin board for a 
list of activities.

Dec. 9th-13th: 60th Annual Homecoming Celebration at the 
Hilltop Church of Christ. The speaker will be Dr. W.F. 
Washington, from Ft. Lauderdale, FL. See the flyer on 
the bulletin board for the list of events.

Thank You
I would like to thank each and everyone of you for 

your thoughts and prayers. Also for reaching out to my son, 
Christopher Edler, in his time of need. Thank you for the cards 
and letters. I miss being among  a wonderful congregation that 
has inspired me to seek God’s kingdom with a great amount 
of diligence and persistence. I have been home with a back 
injury. My hope is with God’s grace I will be able to be back to 
worship soon. 

                   In Christian love, Sharon Edler

Sunday, November 15, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ..................................... Ky.le Bingle
Prayer ........................................................ Josh Estridge
                                     10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ....................................... Stacey. Paulin
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer .......................................Charles Paulin
Sermon........................................................Hiram Kemp
Closing Prayer .............................................Tim Croson
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader .........................................Tucker Sweeney.
Opening Prayer .......................................... C. J. Grimes
Sermon....................................................... Hiram Kemp
Greeters ......................................................The Williams
Att. Cards......... .............................................. Paul & Ian
Closing Prayer .................................................. Phil Fife
Open & Close Building ...........................Charles Paulin

Wed. November 18, 2015
Song Leader ..............................................Steve Hunley. 
Opening Prayer ...................................... John McShane 
Closing Prayer ............................................. Ky.le Bingle
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Return Service Requested

Brian

Saturday, Nov. 14 Bible Bowl team will meet at Hiram 
and Brittany’s house at 10:00 am for a study session!
Sunday, Nov. 22 Stacey and Michelle Paulin will meet 
with those of our youth group who are participating in the 
“Art Says It” event with L2L at the church building @ 4 pm.

Matthew 6:9-15 model prayer 
Memory Verses

This Week’s   

Reputation Is Not Always Reality

Venice 
Teen
Progressive
Dinner

The Venice church of Christ will host a teen progressive dinner 
on Saturday, Nov. 14, from 2:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. It will begin 
at the church building (4301 State Road 776, Venice, FL 34293) 

Facebook (FB) recently sent notice that it was a FB friend’s birthday. I did not recognize the friend at first, which 
can be typical on FB. I then went to that FB friend’s home page to reacquaint myself before sending a birthday 
wish. However, I discovered that she actually died a few months ago! Expressions of sympathy were on her time-
line, and as I scrolled down, I saw from her own posts that she was battling cancer. After getting over the initial, 
gut-wrenching sadness, it reminded me of a spiritual lesson (that, from this point on, has nothing to do with her). 
What is reputed to be so, whether by Facebook or any other human source, is not always true. Take, for example, 
the church at Sardis. This congregation was told by the Lord, “I know your works, that you have a name that you 

are alive, but you are dead” (Revelation 3:1). An outside observer may have looked at this church 
as being an active, model church, but in reality it was dying of internal decay. Its members stood 
in danger of being erased from the “Book of Life” (Revelation 3:5). It is possible for a person to be 
spiritually dead, even though he or she may appear to be alive. Paul said that an immoral woman 
“who lives in pleasure is dead while she lives” (1 Timothy 5:6). The same can be true of a congrega-
tion, and the members who make up the congregation. Do we only appear spiritual, but inwardly 
are not? If so, we must “Remember therefore how you have received and heard [God’s word]; hold 
fast and repent” (Revelation 3:3). May our righteous reputation be real! God knows!

Announcements

Boys participating in song leading are to have 
their song finalized and know how to pitch 
the first note by Sunday, Nov. 15. Also, 

Steve will arrive 30 minutes early and stay a few minutes 
after church services should any boy have questions or 
would like to practice. Bring pitch pipes to each service! Great Ladies Day in Kissimmee!

Ladies Days 
are also of great 
value to our 
young ladies! 
We are grateful 
for our young 
people, like 

Shannon, who are able to attend. Young people, take advantage of these 
great opportunities to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord”!


