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of the lord’s way
S E A R C H

Sundays @ 8:30 a.m.  Check local listings

Don’t Follow Me, I’m Lost!
Raymond Elliott

One day while driving my automobile, I came near enough to the car in 
front of me to be able to read the sticker on the back bumper. It read, 

“Don’t follow me, I’m lost.” I was reminded of a personal experience of mine 
that occurred a few years ago.

I was endeavoring to find a particular building located near a lake and I 
began following some people I thought were going to the same gathering of 
brethren where I was supposed to be making a speech, and that they would be 
able to lead me safely to my destination. I was wrong. After traveling some 
distance on a dirt road, we came to a dead end. The car in front of me stopped 
and the driver got out and came to my side of the car and started to ask if I knew 
where the building we both were looking for was located. I answered quickly 
that I did not know and that I had been following them, thinking that they knew 
the directions. Eventually, we all arrived at our desired destination.

In religious matters, we must not assume that others know the way of salva-
tion. This would include preachers, parents, loved ones and friends. There is 
the probability that a blind leader could cause you to be lost (Matthew 15:14). 
Just because a certain way seems right does not insure that it is a safe path to 
travel (Proverbs 14:12). The sad fact is that the majority of people are traveling 
the wrong highway in this life (Matthew 7:13,14). Individually, we have the re-
sponsibility to search the scriptures for ourselves (2 Timothy 2:15; Acts 17:11). 
The Bible is the only road map that can safely direct us from this life to eternal 
bliss (Psalm 119:105; Acts 20:32).

Another point that I want to emphasize is that people who are lost spiritu-
ally and know it, would do a tremendous service to others by wearing a sign 
that reads, “Don’t follow me, I’m lost.” A father who refuses to obey the Gos-
pel could lessen his influence with his children by making it clear that he was 
lost and that he did not want them to follow his example of disobedience. An 
unbelieving marriage partner, by wearing this sign would greatly encourage the 
other mate not to listen to his/her excuses for not obeying Christ. The moralist 
would no doubt keep innocent people from believing that he was saved and 
they could also be saved separate and apart from the blood of Jesus Christ. The 
hypocrites and backsliders could really help in this matter by wearing this sign, 
thus informing all people that Christ was not living in them and that they were 
lost and doomed to eternal perdition. This might prevent others from following 
their ungodly examples.

The only sure and safe way to travel in this life is to follow Jesus who is 
“the way” (John 14:6). And, he is the one who says to us, “follow me” (Mat-
thew 16:24).



The Most Neglected
Command in the Bible

Andy Robison

Every once in a while one hears those sorts of statements that press him to do two things: 1) Ex-
amine his own soul, and 2) Pass the thought-provoking message on to others. A few weeks ago I 
heard such a statement. The study of the hour had taken folks to the tenth chapter of the Gospel 

of Luke, and verse two. The verse records Jesus’ words to the seventy on the Limited Commission: “The 
harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few; therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers 
into His harvest” (Luke 10:2, NKJV). One person observed what he had heard another always say about 
this verse: “It is the most neglected command in all the Bible.”

It doesn’t take long to catch on to what is meant by that statement, does it? There are a couple of im-
plications: First, a person can be tempted by the lure of routine to consistently ask for material things, and 
end up neglecting the spiritual. Prayers can sound more like holiday wish lists than humble presentations 
of oneself for service to an Almighty God. One might ask himself, by way of examination, how often he 
prays for good weather, a good job, and good food and compare the results to how often he asks for wis-
dom and help in spiritual growth.

Then, a step further along the same line is the second implication. How often does one pray for lost 
souls, and workers to harvest those ready to receive the Gospel? That’s the primary import of Jesus’ state-
ment. He wanted his disciples, in their prayers, to recognize that there would be those who would be 
receptive to the message. And, he wanted them to pray that there would be plenty of workers to take the 
message, teach it and help the folks who wanted to obey. Is this kind of thinking really rare among Chris-
tians? Is this kind of prayer all that uncommon? Is the command to offer this kind of prayer really the most 
neglected command in all of the Bible?

It might be argued that this command, in its original wording, was given to those seventy and no more. 
To so excuse the modern Christian from such responsibility is to ignore the Great Commission, applicable 
to all faithful, obedient believers in Christ (Matthew 28:18-20; Luke 24:45-47; Mark 16:15-16). It is true 
-- a successful course of evangelism has prayer for such at its core.

I remember another incident where a missionary was commenting upon his study of this verse. He said 
that when he took to praying that the Lord would send laborers for the harvest, he was awfully surprised 
to find himself feeling compelled to be one of those laborers. He did not mean there was a miraculous call. 
He just realized his responsibility to do what he could. He had opportunities on the mission field. When he 
prayed for laborers, his prayer was answered in the affirmative with at least one -- him.

The apostle Paul made this kind of prayer -- of calling to action the people with the ability and willing-
ness to help the lost -- a bit more personal with these words:

Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving; meanwhile praying also for us, that 
God would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in chains, 
that I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak (Colossians 4:2-4, NKJV).

What a noble prayer, backed up by the foundation of Paul’s evangelistic life.
As I mentioned, this unique statement was the kind that one wants to share. It is the kind that causes 

one to examine himself. Am I so praying, or do I neglect in this arena? Am I one who is so concerned for 
the lost that I open my mouth on their behalf when I bow my head to talk to God? Am I one that prays for 
the boldness and the wisdom of speech necessary to open my mouth on God’s behalf when I speak to those 
who do not yet know him?

Then, I might proceed a step further and ask myself if I am praying for those who are already labor-
ing, especially in difficult situations. Most of us know of folks who risk their lives and at least temporarily 
sacrifice their freedoms to carry the Gospel to deprived but receptive third world countries. Those good 
brethren surely don’t mind if we petition God for their safety and success. A heart of evangelism seems to 
begin with a word of prayer.



Sunday, November 8, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class .....................................Ken Walker.
Prayer ...................................................... Fr.ed Str.ickland
                                     10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ....................................... Stacey Paulin
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendr.ix
Opening Prayer .....................................David Ander.son
Sermon....................................................   Bob McAnally
Closing Prayer ..............................................David Deal
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ...............................................Paul Romine
Opening Prayer ...................................... John McShane
Sermon....................................................... Br.ian Kenyon
Greeters ....................................................... The Gr.imes
Att. Cards......... .........................  Quadar.ius & Sebastian
Closing Prayer ............................................. Kyle Bingle
Open & Close Building ...........................Char.les Paulin

Wed. November 11, 2015
Song Leader ..................................................... Bill Long 
Opening Prayer ........................................Kenny Fr.ench 
Closing Prayer ...........................................Paul Romine

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231 

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~  .  
Oct.   11.................................$4,288.48
Oct.   18.................................$4,328.65
Oct.   25.................................$4,193.00
Nov.  01.................................$5,685.00
Contribution Average..........$4,617.21 
2015 Weekly Budget............$4,302.98

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Fr.ank Hamby ................. Table  .................Jimmy Sweeney
Jim Tur.ner. ..................... Assist  ....................Josh Estr.idge

Prayer List
Our Members: Betty Thornhill is in LRMC, room B863. 

She expects to be transferred to re-hab this week. Claude 
Romine fell and broke his left shoulder & is unable to use 
his walker. Grace McAnally, Jim Turner, Gloria Nelson, 
Tonya Anderson, Jacquelin Dopwell, Ginny Hamby, 
Sharon Edler, Taleah Anderson and Margaret Coone. 

Relatives: Jude Hash is still having problems. Billy Moore, 
Barry Richardon, Wayne Hendrix, Blanche Dopwell, 
Keller Stephens, Janet Crosby’s son, Rodney & his 
children.

Shut In Members: Virginia Plumlee, Bill Burton, Dick & 
Joyce Burbage and Duane Nelson.

Others:  Chrissi Fuesner, Ann Wood, Elaine Murphy, Kevin 
Dixon, Kathy Bitting-Peel and Bert Allen. Please pray 
for all of these.

November

  HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
This Week

“Value Each Moment”
WONN 1230 or WLKF 1430  or on web page
www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com

Upcoming Events

Visitors
Dana Colyer, Clyde & Dolly Griffith, Richard Henshaw, 

Darnell Kirkland, Shayna Lee, Dolly Martin, Robert Matousek, 
Dr. Debra Okolichany, Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Stearsman & sons. 
Mr. & Mrs. Chad Tagtow & children. Victor Travis & Alexis.

Nov. 6th-8th: Father/Daughter Retreat at Central Florida 
Bible Camp.

Nov. 7th: Kissimmee Church of Christ Ladies Day from 
8:00- noon. Check the flyer on the bulletin board.

Nov. 8th-12th: Fall Gospel Meeting at the 6th Street Church 
of Christ. The speaker will be Michael Shepherd of Pen-
sacola. The flyer is on the bulletin board for more info.

Nov. 8th:  Lads to Leaders will meet at 4:00 pm.  Also, Steve 
Hunley will meet with those who are in song leading.

Congratulations
To Jason & Jenna Hendrix on the birth of another daughter, 

Hailee Claire Hendrix, born Nov. 2nd, weighing in at 8 lbs. 3 
oz.  Also to Hannah & June who have a new sister.

Sunday, November 15, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ..................................... Kyle Bingle
Prayer ........................................................ Josh Estr.idge
                                     10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ....................................... Stacey Paulin
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendr.ix
Opening Prayer .......................................Char.les Paulin
Sermon....................................................   Hir.am Kemp
Closing Prayer .............................................Tim Cr.oson
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader .........................................Tucker. Sweeney
Opening Prayer .......................................... C. J. Gr.imes
Sermon....................................................... Hir.am Kemp
Greeters ......................................................The Williams
Att. Cards......... .............................................. Paul & Ian
Closing Prayer .................................................. Phil Fife
Open & Close Building ...........................Char.les Paulin

Wed. November 18, 2015
Song Leader ..............................................Steve Hunley 
Opening Prayer ...................................... John McShane 
Closing Prayer ............................................. Kyle Bingle



The End of Your Search for a Friendly Church . . . 

Non Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Lakeland, FL

Permit No. 254

CHURCH OF CHRIST
1807 S. FLORIDA AVE.

Fl
or

id
a  

    
 A

ve

v

South Florida Avenue
CHURCH OF CHRIST

1807 South Florida Avenue
Lakeland, FL 33803-2653

Return Service Requested

Brian

Saturday, Nov. 7 The Bible Bowl team will NOT meet 
due to the Ladies Day in Kissimmee. Our young ladies are 
encouraged to attend. If you need a ride, please see Jagie.
Sunday, Nov. 8 Will be our monthly Lads to Leaders 
meeting in the fellowship room at 4:00 p.m. We will all touch 
base on event participation and then break off in groups. 
Steve Hunley will teach the boys song leading shortly after 
4:00 p.m. Hope to see all our kids and mentors there!
Sunday, Nov. 22 Stacey and Michelle Paulin will meet 
with those of our youth group who are participating in the 
“Art Says It” event with L2L at the church building @ 4 pm.

Matthew 5:1-11 Beatitudes 
Memory Verses

This Week’s   

Don’t Let Shortcuts Cut You Short of Salvation

Venice 
Teen
Progressive
Dinner

The Venice church of Christ will host a teen progressive dinner 
on Saturday, Nov. 14, from 2:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. It will begin 
at the church building (4301 State Road 776, Venice, FL 34293) 

Sometimes when traveling, drivers will take “shortcuts” that actually result in much longer trips. Even when doing school work 
or being on the job, we sometimes think taking a shortcut will make our load easier, only to find out that, when all is said and 
done, we end up exerting more energy and/or time in completing the task than had we just done as we were instructed. Spiritu-
ally, there are no shortcuts in entering the “strait gate” and traveling the “narrow way” (Matthew 7:13-14). The religious world 
teaches shortcuts to salvation, but they  will actually keep us from salvation. A few of these are as follows. First, there is the 
“sincerity” short cut. Some say that as long as a person is sincere, God will save him or her. However, sincerity by itself will 
not result in salvation. A person can be sincere and still be wrong. For example, Abimelech took another man’s wife “in the 
integrity of my heart and innocence of my hands” (Genesis 20:5-6). Even though he sincerely thought he had a right to her, he 
sinned and would have died had he not restored her to her rightful husband (Genesis 20:7). Second, there is the “faith only” 

shortcut. Some say that all one needs to do to be saved is believe in God. However, even the “de-
mons also believe—and tremble,” but they are definitely not saved. Third, there is the “sinner’s 
prayer” shortcut. There are some who say the only thing you have to do to be saved is “accept the 
Lord Jesus in your heart,” which includes saying the “sinner’s prayer.” However, no such prayer 
exists in the Bible! There are no shortcuts to salvation! Do not risk eternity. Just humbly obey God 
by obeying Jesus—“He who believes and is baptized will be saved” (Mark 16:16)!

Youth Related Announcements

All Have Sinned And Fallen Short of the Glory of God
. . . but thanks be to God that He offers 
salvation through the Gospel! Have 
you obeyed God’s plan of salvation by 

believing in Christ, repenting of 
sin, confessing faith, and being 
baptized? If not, let us study!


