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of the lord’s way
S E A R C H

Sundays @ 8:30 a.m.  Check local listings

Stop Looking for the
Ram Caught in the Thicket

Darrell Powell

God commanded Abraham, “Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, 
whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer 
him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I 

will tell thee of...” (Genesis 22:2). So Abraham set out to do God’s will, and he 
came to the place and said to his servants, “Abide ye here with the ass; and I 
and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you...” (22:5). But, 
just as Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son, the 
angel of the Lord called out to him, “Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do 
thou any thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast 
not withheld thy son, thine only son from me...” (22:10-12). Just then, Abraham 
saw a ram caught in a thicket by his horns. He offered it up as a burnt offer-
ing to the Lord, and then he named the place “The Lord will provide” (22:14).

God had given Abraham instructions on how he was to worship Him. Abra-
ham was then bound to that command, and it was only when God Himself amend-
ed it that it could go undone or be altered in any way. After God changed His 
command, He provided an alternative sacrifice to take Isaac’s place. But with-
out God’s authorization, Abraham by no means could have altered his worship.

I fear that today many are busy searching for the “ram in the thicket” rather 
than accepting the will of God. People seem to be ever ready to change God-au-
thorized worship. They are looking for what they feel is a “better” or “more spiri-
tual” way to worship. They want to take “the fruit of our lips” (Hebrews 13:15) 
in song, and add mechanical instruments and/or hand clapping. They want to 
partake of the Lord’s Supper less frequently so that it will not “lose its meaning.”

I urge you to stop looking for the ram caught in the thicket. No longer will God 
change His instructions for worship. His Word, which contains “all things that 
pertain to life and godliness” (2 Peter 1:3), has been “once for all delivered to the 
saints” (Jude 3). It is complete, and will never be changed again. “Fear God, and 
keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man” (Ecclesiastes 12:13).



One of the things that modern students of the New Testament have overlooked is the depth 
and intensity of the struggle that went on between our Lord and His Jewish enemies dur-
ing His public ministry. If one reads the New Testament without some, at least superficial, 
knowledge of the prophecies dealing with the coming of Christ and His struggles to bring 

His kingdom into existence, he is very likely to overlook the stressful relationship that existed between 
Christ and His countrymen. This is one of the things that Christians need to understand in order to interpret 
properly the New Testament with regard to the great sacrifice that Christ made on the cross for the redemp-
tion of mankind. Glossing over the struggles between Christ and His enemies causes us to fail to stop and 
consider all the suffering that Christ endured at their hands from the time He was baptized by John in the 
wilderness of Jordan until He was finally nailed to the cross of Calvary.

While it would be greatly beneficial to consider all these struggles, a number of which are dealt with in 
some detail in the Book of John, in a space as limited as ours, we cannot do that. Therefore, we wish to give 
a cursory glance to just one instance. In Mark 3:20-30, after Jesus had performed several of His mighty 
miracles, the scribes who had come from Jerusalem made a serious accusation against our Lord. They did 
not deny that He performed miracles, but they said, “He has Beelzebub, and By the ruler of demons He 
casts out demons.” Jesus then disputed with them, showing this could not be the case, for if it were, you 
would have Satan casting out his own demons, and that simply would not do. Then in verses 28-30, Jesus 
spoke of what we usually call the “unpardonable sin,” that had been committed by these people in that they 
had blasphemed against the Holy Spirit. As a result of their blasphemy against the Spirit, they would never 
have forgiveness. He said this was the case “because they said, He has an unclean spirit.” We are told the 
word “said” in verse 30 is in the imperfect tense, and it indicates that these people made this charge against 
Jesus not just once, as one might think from a cursory reading of the Gospel records, but the imperfect tense 
indicates that they were persistent in making this malicious charge. In other words, it was a charge they 
had made in the past and were persistently making until that time, and probably did in the future as well. 
So, the false charge was made again and again—possibly every time Jesus performed a miracle, or at least 
a miracle that involved the casting out of demons.

As brother Wayne Jackson pointed out in an excellent article on another subject, the sin these people 
committed in making this false charge against Jesus “…was not a mere impulsive exclamation that deni-
grated the Holy Spirit…” (Christian Courier, August, 2005, Vol. XLI, Number 4, p. 13), but a persistent 
allegation they made against the Lord. Though the writers of the Gospel records mention only one instance, 
the grammar of the original language tells us that it was their usual explanation of the power by which 
Jesus cast out demons and performed other miracles. Brother Jackson, in the same article, pointed out that 
in Matthew 12:34, Jesus said, “Brood of vipers! How can you, being evil, speak good things? For out of 
the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks”(Matthew 12:34 NKJV). He also pointed out that there are 
three words in this statement that are in the present active indicative. The words “being evil” means that 
being evil was a matter of course for them; they kept on being evil; they did not stop being evil; they were 
always evil. The third word is “speaks,” which is likewise in present form and means they had spoken, were 
speaking and would speak evil from the abundance of their hearts. They kept on speaking evil against the 
Lord. Consequently, this was not something that was done on one or two occasions, but something they 
did constantly. Every time they spoke of Christ and His work on this earth, they spoke evil of it, for that 
was what always came from their mouths. We need to be fully aware of the fact that there was probably not 
a day, when Jesus was in contact with the Jews at large, that He was not hurtfully criticized by them. No 
wonder He sought the solitude of the mountains from time to time!

Christ’s Struggle with the Jews
Gene West



Sunday, November 8, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class .....................................Ken Walker.
Prayer ...................................................... Fr.ed Str.ickland
                                     10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ....................................... Stacey Paulin
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendr.ix
Opening Prayer .....................................David Ander.son
Sermon....................................................   Br.ian Kenyon
Closing Prayer ..............................................David Deal
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ...............................................Paul Romine
Opening Prayer ...................................... John McShane
Sermon....................................................... Bob McAnally
Greeters ....................................................... The Gr.imes
Att. Cards......... .........................  Quadar.ius & Sebastian
Open & Close Building ...........................Char.les Paulin

Wed. November 11, 2015
Song Leader ..................................................... Bill Long 
Opening Prayer ........................................Kenny Fr.ench 
Closing Prayer ...........................................Paul Romine

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231 

Sunday,  November 1, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class...................................Fr.ank Hamby
Prayer..............................................................Jim Tur.ner.
                                     10:30 A.M.    
Announcements........................................Stacey Paulin
Song Leader.............................................Jason Hendr.ix
Opening Prayer.........................................Kenny Fr.ench
Sermon........................................................Hir.am Kemp
Closing Prayer.........................................Antonio Mar.tin                          
                                      6:00 P.M
Song Leader.........................................Tucker. Sweeney
Opening Prayer..............................................Jeff Bingle
Sermon........................................................Hir.am Kemp
Closing Prayer...........................................Paul Romine 
Greeters................................................The Longfellows
Att. Cards.......................................................Paul & Ian
Open & Close Building..........................Char.les Paulin                                                                                                                                           
                              Wed. Nov. 4, 2015Song Leader............................................Jason Hendr.ix         
Opening Prayer........................................Steve Hunley
Closing Prayer.................................Bobby Sheumaker.

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~  .  
Oct.   04.................................$5,458.50
Oct.   11.................................$4,288.48
Oct.   18.................................$4,328.65
Oct.   25.................................$4,193.00
Contribution Average..........$4,592.38 
2015 Weekly Budget............$4,302.98

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Fr.ank Hamby ................. Table  .................Jimmy Sweeney
Jim Tur.ner. ..................... Assist  ....................Josh Estr.idge

Prayer List
Our Members: Gloria Nelson has a compression fracture in 

her back. Jim Turner had tests done 10/26. Please continue 
prayer for: Grace McAnally, Tonya Anderson, Jacquelin 
Dopwell, Ginny Hamby,  Sharon Edler, Taleah Anderson 
and Margaret Coone. 

Relatives: bettye Bolding’s brother, Billy Moore, and neph-
ew, Barry Richardon,  are having radiation therapy.Wayne 
Hendrix, Jude Hash, Blanche Dopwell, Keller Stephens.

Shut In Members: Virginia Plumlee, Bill Burton, Dick & 
Joyce Burbage and Duane Nelson.

Others:  Chrissi Fuesner, Ann Wood, Elaine Murphy, Kevin 
Dixon (friend of Bob &  Bea Pratt), and Kathy Bitting-
Peel.

November

  HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
This Week

“Ready To Quit”
WONN 1230 or WLKF 1430  or on web page
www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com

Upcoming Events

Visitors
Bob & Darlene Doak, Mr. & Mrs. Tubbs, Jordan Kessler, 

Mr. & Mrs. Chad Tagtow & family, Mr. T’Jean Tomlison, 
Dolly Martin, Hugh Fulford, Richard Meadows,

Nov. 1st: Don’t forget to set your clocks back one hour.
Nov. 1st: Fellowship In-Service will meet after the evening 

services. Please bring finger foods. We still need people 
to sign up for helping in the kitchen.

Nov. 6th-8th: Father/Daughter Retreat at Central Florida 
Bible Camp.

Nov. 7th: Kissimmee Church of Christ Ladies Day from 
8:00- noon. Check the flyer on the bulletin board.

Nov. 8th-12th: Fall Gospel Meeting at the 6th Street Church 
of Christ. The speaker will be Michael Shepherd of Pen-
sacola. The flyer is on the bulletin board for more info.

Thank You Card
Dear Church family,  
With special thanks and much appreciation for your cards, 

visits and prayers while in the hospital and therapy.  Please 
remember me in your prayers while I continue to recover and 
go through times of depression.  Also, thank you for helping 
Bob.  I love you all,  Grace McAnally
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Return Service Requested

Brian

Saturday, Oct. 31 The Bible Bowl team will meet at 
10:00 a.m. in the home of Hiram and Brittany to study the 
Book of Matthew. Please let Brian know if you need a ride!
Sunday, Nov. 1 Those (young people and adults) who 
are interested in decorating “turkey bags” that will later be 
filled with food for the elderly, please meet at the building 
at 3:00 pm. This is a project Rene has been heading up for 
years. It will go toward Good Samaritan points for those 
participating in that L2L event, but whether or not it is used 
for that, it is a good work to do anyway!
Sunday, Nov. 22 Stacey and Michelle Paulin will meet 
with those of our youth group who are participating in the 
“Art Says It” event with L2L at the church building @ 4 pm. Matthew 5:1-11 Beatitudes 

Memory Verses
This Week’s   

“There is a generation that curses its father, And does not bless its mother. 12There is a 
generation that is pure in its own eyes, Yet is not washed from its filthiness. 13There is a 
generation—oh, how lofty are their eyes! And their eyelids are lifted up. 14There is a gen-
eration whose teeth are like swords, And whose fangs are like knives, To devour the poor 
from off the earth, And the needy from among men” (Proverbs 30:11). Although this was 
written around three thousand years ago, it describes some of today’s youth. There is a

The Value of Multi-Generational Teaching

Venice 
Teen
Progressive
Dinner

The Venice church of Christ will host a teen progressive dinner 
on Saturday, Nov. 14, from 2:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. It will begin 
at the church building (4301 State Road 776, Venice, FL 34293) 

generation who need to be taught God’s word and how it applies. Another God-inspired writer offered a solution, 
“Hear, my children, the instruction of a father, And give attention to know understanding; 2For I give you good doc-
trine: Do not forsake my law. 3When I was my father’s son, Tender and the only one in the sight of my mother, 4He 
also taught me, and said to me: “Let your heart retain my words; Keep my commands, and live” (Proverbs 4:1-4). 
Three generations are mentioned: the teacher’s children, the teacher, and the teacher’s parents (grandparents to 
the children). Contrary to what young people sometimes think, older generations are a lot more knowledgeable and 
helpful than they are given credit. In fact, who better to give instruction than those who already have a good handle 
on God’s word and who also have already traveled the road? To keep from ending in ruin as the first generation 
mentioned above, let us learn from all whom we can, no matter what generation they are from!

Thank You, Family of God!
Thanks to Hugh Fulford (pictured with 
our preacher, Bob McAnally) for the great 
lessons from God’s word! Thank you SFA 
congregation and visitors for your support!


