
Youth group at Zephyrhills Youth Day. Front: Elly, Lorelly, Heidi, 
Darrenicka, & Zsazeli. Back: Kyle & Antonio. Not pictured: Jagie & Katrina.
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Return Service Requested

Volunteers Appreciated!

Brian Kenyon

Some of the New Testament writers referred to themselves as “bondservants” (Rom. 1:1; Titus 1:1; Jas. 1:1; 2 Pet. 
1:1; Jude 1, NKJ). The word behind the translation actually means a “slave.” All Christians are “slaves,” or “servants” 
(KJV), of Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 7:22; 2 Cor. 4:5; 2 Tim. 2:24). One of the main differences between a physical slave of 
an earthly master and a spiritual slave of Jesus Christ is that slavery to Christ is completely voluntary! Jesus does 
not make us His slaves against our will. Rather, we become His slaves when we “obey from the heart that form of 
doctrine” (Rom. 6:17-18). From our entrance into Christ until our life on earth ends, we are volunteers in His service. 
We are blessed with many volunteers in the church at SFA. Even among our young people are great 
volunteers. Recently, Lorelly and Zsazeli cleaned up the library so the Wednesday m o r n -
ing ladies class had a more comfortable place to meet (with cushy chairs!). Others do g r e a t 
works behind the scenes and set excellent examples. The church at SFA continues 
to need volunteer help. Presently, we need a teacher for Wednesday nights until 
the quarter changes in December. Please see Brian or Jason if you can help. We 

love our volunteers and 
appreciate their labors of love!

Sunday, November 10 --- L2L will meet 
following morning services. We will adjust the sched-
ule from last time, but one thing will remain the same: 
if you would like to eat lunch at the building, bring 

a dish to share. We should be finished eating at 12:00 
noon-ish. We will have a schedule for adult mentors ahead of time. 

Forrest Park church of Christ in Valdosta 
will host YES Weekend 2014. The theme is 
“Unmasked.” Make plans now to be there!

Feb. 
21-23,
2014

Saturday, November 16 --- Our monthly youth group devo-
tional and activity will be hosted by Stacey and Michelle Paulin. We thank 
all who help. Our young people are greatly benefitting from these activities! 

Transformers 4 Christ
Last Saturday, our youth group was in Zephyrhills   
to attend a Youth Day. A total of nine from SFA 
were present, including one adult. We appreciate 
our eldership for making this trip possible, and we 
thank all of you for supporting our young people! 

Join the “Berean Bunch” Sundays at 5:45 pm!

Teacher needed for 3rd-5th grade!
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Three Wooden Crosses
 Tim Childs
Three Wooden Crosses

 Tim Childs

Decades ago, there were three large wooden crosses set up along the 
highway in various locations across the South. For years now, these have served 
to remind travelers on their journey of God’s indescribable gift of a Savior so 
desperately needed to deliver us from our sins (Matthew 1:21).

 
Within three miles of this writer stand three wooden crosses. However, 

with the passing of time, the view has become almost completely obstructed 
by the overgrowth of trees and bushes. Today, very few make eye contact with 
these crosses, and few know where they are located.

 
“Out of sight, out of mind” is a familiar saying that carries the idea that 

something is easily forgotten or dismissed as unimportant if it is not in our 
direct view. Could God’s redeemed ever forget or dismiss the cross as being 
unimportant, outdated or irrelevant in our lives and for our time?

 
So many worldly things compete for our attention and devotion. If we lose 

sight of the most valuable things (those that are spiritual and pertain to the 
kingdom of heaven), we will be shut out when Jesus comes. In Luke 14:15-24, 
Jesus taught and warned of this in His Parable of the Great Supper. Still today, 
most people do not make time for God. People are still honing their excuse-
making skills. Through the centuries, Jesus’ words still ring, “That none of 
those men which were bidden shall taste of my supper” (vs. 24). Whatever 
worldly things that crop up to divert our attention from Christ, the cross and 
his subsequent demands on our lives must be cleared away. It’s an ongoing 
process.

 
In the original language, the word translated “looking” in Hebrews 12:2 is 

defined by Thayer as “to turn the eyes away from other things and fix them on 
something.” In the context, it has reference to Christ and His cross. Down the 
road, the cross, the greatest symbol of love, mercy and grace to ever be bestowed 
upon mankind, is covered over by the symbol of neglect and indifference. Is 
the cross of Christ clearly in view each day as we make our pilgrimage?



THE DIFFERENCE A DAD MAKES
 

Mark N. Posey
 

Being a father is not easy, but it is worth it! The Bible gives instructions about how to do it right. 
For example, notice Ephesians 6:4, “And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but 
bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.” How do you bring up a child in the 

training and admonition of the Lord? Notice what fathers can do for their children.
 Pray for Them
There are many biblical examples of fathers praying for their children: Jairus (Mark 5); the father with 

the demoniac son (Mark 9); Job (1:5) and David. Toward the end of his life, as David prepared to pass 
leadership to his son Solomon, he prayed a special prayer: “give my son Solomon a loyal heart to keep Your 
commandments and Your testimonies and Your statutes, to do all these things, and to build the temple for 
which I have made provision”(1 Chronicles 29:19). Pray for them and with them. Let them hear your prayers 
to God. One of the greatest gifts you can give your children is prayer.

 Spend Time With Them
A recent survey revealed that the average five-year-old spends only 25 minutes per week with his father 

and most children spend 35 hours per week with some type of digital device. No wonder we have difficulty 
influencing our children. Notice God’s Word: “And these words which I command you today shall be in your 
heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, 
when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up” (Deuteronomy 6:6-7). Moses stresses 
the importance of spiritual growth. Spending time with your children is an investment. When you give your 
children your time, you are giving them your heart.

 
Give Them Responsibility

In Matthew 21, Jesus told of a father with two sons. He sent both to work. One son told his father he 
would work, but he did not work. The other said that he would not work, but he changed his mind and did 
work. By giving his sons responsibility, the father learned which son was obedient and which one was not. 
Our children need responsibility. Giving them responsibility means letting go of the reigns and allowing 
them to make their journey into maturity. It will strengthen their confidence.

 Give Them a Sense of Identity
It is important that your children hear about heroes in your family. The best are heroes of faith who made 

an impact on the history of the church. My dad regularly read Hebrews 11 in our home and emphasized the 
greatness of faithful obedience. He also made sure that I spent time with great preaching heroes, like Gus 
Nichols, Franklin Camp, Guy N. Woods, William Woodson, V.P. Black and others. I was able to identify 
with faithful fathers. It gave me roots that have proven beneficial throughout life. This is why the Lord said 
to Moses, “tell in the hearing of your son and your son’s son the mighty things I have done in Egypt, and My 
signs which I have done among them, that you may know that I [am] the LORD” (Exodus 10:2). Identity 
strengthens our knowledge and wisdom.

A father that gives his heart to his children will pass the test of fatherhood. It has nothing to do with 
money, power or success. The thing children want most from their dads is their time.



Sunday,  October 27,  2013
9:30 A.M. 

Song at Bible Class ..................................Frank Hamby
Prayer .................................................... Charles Sanford

10:30 A.M.    
Announcements .......................................Kenny French
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer .....................................David Anderson
Closing Prayer .............................................Tim Croson 

                                      6:00 P.M. 
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ................................................. Phil Fife
Closing Prayer ...............................................Jeff Bingle
Greeters ...........................................Bob & June Cooper
Att. Cards ................ Antonio Martin & Sebastian Rapley
Open & Close Building ................................... Bob Pratt

Wed. Oct. 30, 2013
Song Leader  ................................................ Kyle Bingle
Opening Prayer .......................................Charles Paulin
Closing Prayer .............................................Ken Walker

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Jason Hendrix, so he can 

get a replacement - 537-0857 

November 3,  2013      
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ..................................Brian Kenyon
Prayer .....................................................David Anderson

10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ................................Bobby Sheumaker
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ...................................  Jimmy Sweeney
Closing Prayer ............................................. Kyle Bingle
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ..............................................Kyle Williams
Opening Prayer ..........................................Paul Romine
Closing Prayer ...............................................Jeff Bingle
Greeters .........................................The Sweeney Family
Att. Cards......... ...Quadarius Askew & Sebastian Rapley
Open & Close Building ...........................Charles Paulin

Wed. November 6, 2013
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix 
Opening Prayer ....................................... Dave Williams 
Closing Prayer ....................................... John McShane 

~   HOW WE ARE GIVING   ~  .  
Sep 29 .............................................. $4,530.14
Oct  06  ............................................. $5,555.50
Oct 13 ............................................... $3,508.50
Oct 20 ............................................... $3,236.13
Contribution Average ..................... $4,138.30
2013 Weekly Budget ....................... $4,255.13

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Fred Strickland ............... Table  .................Jimmy Sweeney
Bob Cooper ................... Assist ..........................Jim Turner

October
Prayer List

Our Members: Twins, Harper Kinley & Sawyer Wesson 
Anderson are home now and improving each day. Joyce 
Burbage was able to attend services Sunday. Sam Bold-
ing, Faith West, Ann Howard, Louise Starks, Jacquelin 
Dopwell, Margaret Coone,  & Sharon Washington.

Relatives:  Carla Moore’s mother, Dorothy Trice, is in 
LRMC, room #M318. Carl Thompson, Lewis Tillis,  Jane 
Kirkland, Jo Chancey, & Annie Beth Coone.

Shut In Members: Artis Bassett, Mary Shoemake.
Others: Graham McDonald, Michael Ray,  Christina Fuess-

ner, Steve Roberts, Jane Kirkland, Gene & Irma Dampier, 
Bonnie Hendrick, Kathy Peel & Danny Edmonds. 

Upcoming Events  
Nov.2nd - Ladies Day at Kissimmee Church of Christ, with 

guest speaker, Jagie Kenyon. The topic will be “Draw 
Nigh to God” Time is 9:00 am till noon.  Lunch will be 
provided. RSVP by October 26th. 

Nov. 2nd - Ladies Monthly Brunch will be at Central Church 
of Christ in Haines City at 9:00 am.

Nov. 3rd - “Fellowship in Service” after our evening wor-
ship service”  We will write cards to the sick, and those 
who need our encouragement.  Please bring finger foods.

Nov 3rd - Nov. 7th - Gospel meeting at Six Street Church of 
Christ.  Speaker will be Edward Keaton. Times Monday 
through Thursday at 7:30 pm.  See Bulletin board for 
more information on the above events.

Visitors
Mrs. Jane Bitting, Delana Peel, Mrs. Fran Hinson.

Thank You
Dear Friends,
         I want to thank you for all your kind communications 

during my recent hospitalization and recovery.  I hope to be 
stable enough to attend services soon.

                                         Yours in Christ,
                                         Joyce Burbage

November
David Anderson ............. Table  ...................David Williams
Paul Romine ................. Assist .....................Josh Estridge

HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
This Week’s Message

“What is your life”
1230 or 1430 on radio dial or web page

www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com


