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Facing and Conquering Challenges

Brian Kenyon

Saturday, October 19 --- Our youth group will attend the youth day hosted by the 
Southside church of Christ in Zephyrhills. The theme is “Transformers 4 Christ: Rise of the Fallen.”  
See bulletin board for more information on speakers, times, and subjects! If you would like to go, let 
Brian or Jason know. Since the event starts at 9:00 a.m., we will leave the SFA building at 7:45 a.m. 

Things in life do not always fall in place like we expect. Sometimes we get so frustrated with projects that we just 
quit. Philippians 4:13 is an  encouraging verse. Paul writes, “I can do all things through Christ who strength-

ens me.” Note the main parts of this verse. First, “I can do”  refers to our ability, which, of 
course, is given by God (Gen. 1:26-27). Second, “all things” are obviously qualified by all 
things consistent with God’s will (Rom. 3:8; 6:1-2). Third, “strengthens” means that God 
can use our abilities coupled with the attitudes we gain from the proper knowledge of His 
word to strengthen our faith in facing and conquering the challenges set before us. When 
Abraham faced his challenge, “He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, 
but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God” (Rom. 4:20). When Paul was in prison 
for the last time facing death, he said that “the Lord stood with me and strengthened me” 
(2 Tim. 4:17). “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” teaches that God 
will not do for us what we can do for ourselves, but He will certainly enable us through His 
word and providence to meet and overcome the challenges in life!

Saturday, November 16 --- Our monthly youth group devotional and activity will 
be hosted by Stacey and Michelle Paulin. We appreciate all who have signed up to help with these 
events. All of us working together goes a long way in strengthening the church!

Jason and I thank all those who attended our L2L afternoon last Sunday following church 
services. You, along with the Lord, are a big part of our success! We also appreciate your 
patience as we work out the schedule to be more efficient with our events time slots. We 
have a great group of kids, and even with the “chinks” in our schedule, we did accomplish 
some great things and learned areas where we can improve. Please continue to pray for our  
youth group (and the adults working with it). Also, please give Brian or Jason suggestions as to how we 
can improve our youth group, including our way of working the L2L program. We look for great things to 
happen with our young people as they mature and conform more into the image of Christ (Rom. 8:29)!
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Religious Authority
 Paul Clements

Years ago, gospel preacher L.E. Wishum wrote an article entitled, “Shall We Be 
Circumcised, Build an Ark or Be Baptized?” In the article, brother Wishum presented 

the idea that we must learn to rightly divide the Bible, understanding that we do not live in 
the Patriarchal Age, and neither are we under the Jewish Law. The things God commanded 
during those two dispensations are not applicable to us today.

So, where do we turn for authority for what we do in religion? It is not to the church 
itself. The church cannot determine doctrines and practices for the members. Neither are 
we guided by traditions, whether written or unwritten. Men or women who claim to have 
received a revelation cannot be the authority when what they have espoused is contrary 
to the Bible. Such additional “revelation” or “inspiration” would contradict the truth that 
the sacred writings are all we need, able to furnish us completely unto every good work 
(2 Timothy 3:14-17). The Word of God does not leave us to wonder. We are subject to the 
New Covenant of Jesus Christ.

The Christian Age began with the death of Christ and will continue until the end of 
time. The first four books of the New Testament record the preparation for the coming of 
the Christian dispensation. The Book of Acts tells of the beginning of this age, the Gospel 
being preached, the church being established and the saved being added to the church by 
the Lord, based on their obedience. The remainder of the New Testament gives instruction 
to the church of our Lord.

Religious authority rests in or with God (Psalm 90:1-2). Because He created all things, 
He would have the authority over all things (Hebrews 3:4). Because He is “the Almighty 
God,” He has authority over mankind (Genesis 17:1). This authority God gave to His Son, 
Jesus Christ (John 17:1-2; Matthew 28:18). Jesus is “God with us” (Matthew 1:23). Jesus 
spoke for God (John 8:26-29; Hebrews 1:1-2). As God said from heaven, “This is my 
beloved son… hear ye him” (Matthew 17:5).

The apostles were instructed to teach men “…to observe all things” that Jesus had 
commanded (Matthew 28:20). All we do must be by the authority of Jesus (Colossians 
3:17). Jesus gave the apostles words He received from God (John 17:8, 14). He had told 
the apostles He would soon depart this earth but that He would send the Comforter, the 
Holy Spirit, to bring to their remembrance all that He had said, and that the Holy Spirit 
would guide them (the apostles) into all truth (John 14:26; 16:13).

Since the words written by the sacred writers of the New Testament were inspired by 
the Holy Spirit (deity), then it implies the authority of God (cf. 1 Corinthians 2:10-13; 2 
Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:20-21). It also means we need nothing more or less than God’s 
Word, the Bible, to guide us in all things.

Y

Religious Authority
 Paul Clements



CLOTHING AND CHRIST
Robert Johnson

“Also, the women are to dress themselves in modest clothing, with decency and good sense, not with 
elaborate hairstyles, gold, pearls, or expensive apparel” (1 Timothy 2:9). It’s the time of year when many 
people’s attire, both for men and women, is anything but modest. [These days, all year long, though more 
so in the warmer months, immodesty is prevalent. ~ Editor] Society today pushes the envelope with how 
little one can wear, and scantily clad individuals are everywhere. Shorts and hemlines are getting shorter 
and shorter, necklines are plunging further and further, and bare midriffs are growing wider and wider. Such 
clothing, or the lack of it, certainly gains the attention of the opposite sex, but usually not in ways that are 
desirable or wholesome. Such is the world in which we live.

As Christians, however, we are not to be conformed to the world, but instead transformed by the will 
of God (Romans 12:2). The saying “everyone else is doing it” certainly should not be the motivation for 
choosing the clothing a Christian wears, or doesn’t wear. In the passage quoted above, Paul exhorted women 
from attracting undue attention to themselves by primarily overdressing, with “elaborate hairstyles, gold, 
pearls, or expensive apparel.” The same principle applies to underdressing, and the undue attention that it 
attracts to one, just as much for men as women, especially when the message of wearing immodest clothing 
becomes sexually provocative. What messages does one send, whether intentional or otherwise, when too 
much flesh is revealed? Purity is the keyword for Christians, in thought and conduct. One should not be 
tempted by other Christians, nor be a temptation to anyone, by what one wears. Paul exhorted Timothy, “No 
one should despise your youth; instead, you should be an example to the believers in speech, in conduct, 
in love, in faith, in purity” (1 Timothy 4:12). One should also consider what message is being sent to those 
outside of Christ by what is worn, or not worn.

When considering what you will wear before others, you should be mindful of more than just whether it is 
decent or not. We come to worship and honor a holy God. While no one would demand we must always wear 
three-piece suits or evening gowns in our assemblies, neither should we become too casual. If we can discern 
at other events that it is appropriate to dress nicely and respectfully, why would we think God is pleased when 
we develop an attitude of “anything is all right” when coming to assemble before the King of kings and Lord 
of lords? “‘For I am a great King,’ says the Lord of hosts, ‘and my name will be feared among the nations’” 
(Malachi 1:14). The Hebrews writer also reminds us, “For our God is a consuming fire” (Hebrews 12:29). 
When we assemble together, we’re not only in fellowship with each other, but with our Lord and Savior. Our 
apparel should not be gauged simply by style, popularity, looks gained or any other such motive, but our love, 
respect and fear for God.

The world dresses and lives by a standard based in sin, but we are called to reflect the holiness of God (1 
Peter 1:14-16). Wherever we go, whatever we do, we need to remember we are children of God and reflect 
His image by the image we show others. “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify 
God in your body” (1 Corinthians 6:19-20).



Sunday,  October 27,  2013
9:30 A.M. 

Song at Bible Class ..................................Frank Hamby
Prayer .................................................... Charles Sanford

10:30 A.M.    
Announcements .......................................Kenny French
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer .....................................David Anderson
Closing Prayer .............................................Tim Croson 

                                      6:00 P.M. 
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ................................................. Phil Fife
Closing Prayer ...............................................Jeff Bingle
Greeters ...........................................Bob & June Cooper
Att. Cards ................ Antonio Martin & Sebastian Rapley
Open & Close Building ................................... Bob Pratt

Wed. Oct. 30, 2013
Song Leader  ................................................ Kyle Bingle
Opening Prayer .......................................Charles Paulin
Closing Prayer .............................................Ken Walker

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Jason Hendrix, so he can 

get a replacement - 537-0857 

October 20,  2013      
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ..................................... Kyle Bingle
Prayer ..........................................................Paul Romine

10:30 A.M.  
Announcements .......................................Kenny French
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ........................................ Brian Kenyon
Closing Prayer ...........................................Chuck Wyatt
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ............................................. Stacey Paulin
Opening Prayer ........................................ Josh Estridge
Closing Prayer ......................................David Anderson
Greeters ........................................... The Kenyon Family
Att. Cards......... ...... Ian Enamorado & Sebastian Rapley
Open & Close Building ................................... Bob Pratt

Wed. October 23, 2013
Song Leader ............................................David Williams 
Opening Prayer ...................................... John McShane 
Closing Prayer ........................................Charles Paulin

~   HOW WE ARE GIVING   ~  .  
Sep 22 .............................................. $3,345.50
Sep 29 .............................................. $4,530.14
Oct 06 ............................................... $5,555.50
Oct 13 ............................................... $3,508.50
Contribution Average ..................... $4,160.30
2013 Weekly Budget ....................... $4,255.13

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Fred Strickland ............... Table  .................Jimmy Sweeney
Bob Cooper ................... Assist ..........................Jim Turner

October
Prayer List

Our Members: Darlene Thompson had surgery on her 
wrist last Thursday at Tampa General, and is doing well. 
Twins, Harper Kinley & Sawyer Wesson Anderson are 
improving. Joyce Burbage is still recovering at home 
with several broken ribs. Sam Bolding, Faith West, Ann 
Howard, Louise Starks, Jacquelin Dopwell, Margaret 
Coone,  & Sharon Washington.

Relatives:  Carla Moore’s mother, Dorothy Trice  had 
a stroke Sunday and is at LRMC, room #M308. Carl 
Thompson, Lewis Tillis,  Jane Kirkland, Jo Chancey, & 
Annie Beth Coone.

Shut In Members: Artis Bassett, Mary Shoemake.
Others: Graham McDonald, Michael Ray,  Christina Fuess-

ner, Steve Roberts, Jane Kirkland, Gene & Irma Dampier, 
Bonnie Hendrick, Kathy Peel & Danny Edmonds. 

Upcoming Events  
Oct. 19th - Semi-Annual Picnic/Sing @ Mary Holland Park, 

in Bartow.  Orange Street will host this event.
Oct. 27th - 86th Homecoming at N. Jackson Ave. church 

of Christ in Bartow.
Nov.2nd - Ladies Day at Kissimmee church of Christ, with 

guest speaker, Jagie Kenyon. The topic will be “Draw 
Nigh to God” Time is 9:00 am till noon.  Lunch will be 
provided. RSVP by October 26th.  Please see bulletin 
board for information on all the above events.

Nov. 3rd - “Fellowship in Service” after our evening wor-
ship service”  We will write cards to the sick, and those 
who need our encouragement.  Please bring finger foods.

Visitors
Ronald Cox, Larry Exum.

Thank You
To Mr. David Clyde for the contribution he made to the 

church in memory of his Step-Grandmother, Mary Gertrude 
Clyde, who passed away in 2001. She was a member of the 
Kissimmee Church of Christ.

HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
This Week’s Message

“Grandmother’s Bible”
1230 or 1430 on radio dial or web page

www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com


