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The phrase “next to him” or “next to them” occurs several times in Nehemiah 3, as the returning remnant was building 
the wall around the re-established City of Jerusalem. The significance of this statement is that it takes 

teamwork to accomplish great tasks. Jason and I would like to thank all of you (young people 
and adults) who have stepped up in various ways to help “activate” our youth group! With-

out your help, things would not be going as well as they are. We have a long way to go 
to accomplish our goals, but you are to be commended for getting us off to a great start! 
Like the remnant rebuilding the wall, we cannot allow ourselves to be distracted from 
the course. When Nehemiah was tempted to compromise with the enemy, he said, “I 
am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down. Why should the work cease while 
I leave it and go down to you?” (Neh. 6:3). Distractions come in all shapes and sizes, 
but let us stay focused on God through learning His word, living His word, and telling 

others about the good news of Jesus Christ!

Working Together Works!

Brian Kenyon

Saturday, October 19 --- Our youth group will attend the youth day hosted by the Southside church of Christ in 
Zephyrhills. The theme is “Transformers 4 Christ: Rise of the Fallen.”  See bulletin board for more information on speakers, 
times, and subjects! If you can help transport our young people, please let Brian or Jason know. Stay tuned for further an-
nouncements concerning time of departure, etc. The “Berean Bunch” will 

meet on the front pews 
Sunday at 5:45 p.m. This 
isn’t just for the kids! Let’s 
all learn the Book of Acts!

Sunday, October 13 --- Our monthly L2L meeting will begin at 
1:00 p.m. If you would like to stay for lunch immediately following morn-
ing worship services (to save time and gas money), we will have a “mini 
pot luck.” Adult volunteers do not have to stay the whole day, but only 
during the time of their particular area. See Brian or Jason if you still need a schedule.

Nothing is worth the 
time and effort of 

learning more than 
the Word of God!
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Evening Worship........6:00p.m.
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“Everyone has only one life” is a project in Japan prompted by a message from 
a middle school girl fighting a chronic disease. Poets have been holding readings 
across the nation to introduce her message to the general public in Japan, asking 
people to finish the sentence that begins with: “Because everyone has only has 
one life…” “Because everyone has only one life, let’s laugh joyfully every day,” a 
high school student replied. A mother, whose son committed suicide, finished the 
phrase as follows, “…let’s live! Live! Everybody, live! I want to live, too.” A book 
containing about 60 of the best messages is in print, with the hope that it would 
inspire people to love life.

God, Who gave us life (Genesis 2:7; Acts 17:28), reveals to us the purpose of 
life in His Word. Consider the following passages of Scripture: “For ‘He who 
would love life and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his 
lips from speaking deceit. Let him turn away from evil and do good. Let him seek 
peace and pursue it. For the eyes of the LORD are on the righteous and His ears 
are open to their prayers; but the face of the LORD is against those who do evil’” 
(1 Peter 3:10-12; cf. Psalm 34:12-16). “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole 
matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is man’s all. For God will 
bring every work into judgment, including every secret thing, whether good or 
evil” (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14; see also Hebrews 9:27). In order to understand the 
purpose of life, we must understand that we are accountable to the One who gave 
us our life.

We must also understand the provision that He has made for us because of His 
love. The reality is that as we live, we sin – and “the wages of sin is death” (Romans 
6:23). However, God, Who gave us physical life, also desires to give us eternal life 
through His Son. God gave His Son to die on the cross for our sins so that we might 
live (1 Thessalonians 5:10). Eternal life is the gift of God to those who: believe and 
trust Christ (Acts 16:30-31), turn from sin in repentance (Acts 17:30-31), confess 
Jesus before men (Romans 10:9-10) and are baptized (immersed) into Christ for 
the forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38; Galatians 3:27). Jesus “died for all, that those 
who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and 
rose again” (2 Corinthians 5:15), for there is only one life!

“Only one life, ‘twill soon be past, Only what’s done for Christ will last.” Won’t 
you accept the Savior’s offer of life? Won’t you live for Him?

Only One Life
 David A. Sargent

Only One Life
 David A. Sargent



SUBMIT AND OBEY
Cecil May, Jr.

The Bible says wives are to submit to their husbands (Eph. 5:24). Husbands are 
commanded to love their wives as Christ loved the church (Eph. 5:25). Members are 
commanded to obey their elders (Heb. 13:17).  Elders are to lead, “not domineering 
over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock” (1 Pet. 5:3). Jesus reminds 

his disciples that true leadership is service leadership (Matt. 20: 25-28).

It is important to understand that submission in both cases, wives to husbands and congregational 
members to elders, is voluntary. That is not to say there are no consequences for disobeying God, 
but wives and members have to decide for themselves whether or not to obey God and submit.  God 
has not issued enforcement methods either to husbands or elders.  There is no word to husbands 
saying, “Get your wife under control; make her submit’ and there is no word to elders, “Make the 
church obey you.”  What Scripture does say is, “Husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the 
church,” and “Elders, do not domineer but lead by service and example.”

Husbands, if your wife is not submissive, try calling 911 and complaining to the police, 
“My wife is not submissive.  Will you arrest her, please.” As you would know, they are more 
likely to arrest you.  They certainly will if you resort to physical coercion, which would also be 
disobedient on your part to God, who said, “Husbands, love your wives, and do not be harsh with 
them” (Col. 3:19).

Elders are also forbidden to use coercive power.  We are not to “Domineer” (1 Pet. 5:3) 
or “exercise authority over them” (Matt. 20:25-26).  Some think the threat of withdrawing 
fellowship is for that particular use, but that is not its purpose.  The Lord directs Christians to 
search out from among themselves men of such integrity, devotion to god and willingness to 
serve others that they recognize in them men to be followed as shepherds. There is tremendous 
power in exemplary leadership.

The admonitions in Ephesians, where the apostle compares the relationship between husband 
and wife to that between Christ and the church are “wives submit,” “husbands love,” and wives 
“respect” their husbands (Eph. 5:33).  When a husband loves his wife in ways that are reflective of 
the way Christ loved the church and lives the kind of life that commands the respect of his wife, 
she will willingly and cheerfully submit to him.

Husbands, if your wife is not as submissive as you think she should be, you do have an 
effective recourse: love her into submission. Elders, if the congregation is not as submissive as 
we would like, we have a recourse as well.  We can serve them into submission.  That is not only 
Christ’s direction to us; that is Christ-like in how He deals with us.  “We love him because He first 
love us” (1 John 4: 19).



Sunday,  October 13,  2013
9:30 A.M. 

Song at Bible Class ................................ Jason Hendrix
Prayer ........................................................ Stacey Paulin

10:30 A.M.    
Announcements .......................................Kenny French
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer .................................... Charles Sanford
Closing Prayer ..........................................Kyle Williams 

                                      6:00 P.M. 
Song Leader ............................................. Stacey Paulin
Opening Prayer ..............................................Jeff Bingle
Closing Prayer ....................................... Tyler Anderson
Greeters .......................................Kenny & Reba French
Att. Cards .................... Paul Sweeney & Ian Enamorado
Open & Close Building ................................... Bob Pratt

Wed. Oct. 16, 2013
Song Leader  ...........................................Jeremy Padilla
Opening Prayer .........................................Steve Hunley
Closing Prayer ..........................................Frank Hamby

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Jason Hendrix, so he can 

get a replacement - 537-0857 

October 20,  2013      
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ..................................... Kyle Bingle
Prayer ..........................................................Paul Romine

10:30 A.M.  
Announcements .......................................Kenny French
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ........................................ Brian Kenyon
Closing Prayer ...........................................Chuck Wyatt
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ............................................. Stacey Paulin
Opening Prayer ........................................ Josh Estridge
Closing Prayer ......................................David Anderson
Greeters ........................................... The Kenyon Family
Att. Cards......... ...... Ian Enamorado & Sebastian Rapley
Open & Close Building ................................... Bob Pratt

Wed. October 23, 2013
Song Leader ............................................David Williams 
Opening Prayer ...................................... John McShane 
Closing Prayer ........................................Charles Paulin

~   HOW WE ARE GIVING   ~  .  
Sep 15 .............................................. $4,454.80
Sep 22 .............................................. $3,345.50
Sep 29 .............................................. $4,530.14
Oct 06 ............................................... $5,555.50
Contribution Average ..................... $4,176.60
2013 Weekly Budget ....................... $4,255.13

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Fred Strickland ............... Table  .................Jimmy Sweeney
Bob Cooper ................... Assist ..........................Jim Turner

October
Prayer List

Our Members:  It was so good that JoAnn Hoback was 
able to attend services on Sunday. Kyle Williams  had  
surgery October 8th at LRMC. Darlene Thompson will 
have surgery at Tampa General Thursday. Twins Harper 
Kinley & Sawyer Wesson Anderson. Joyce Burbage, Sam 
Bolding, Faith West, Ann Howard, Louise Starks, Jac-
quelin Dopwell, Margaret Coone,  & Sharon Washington.

Relatives: Carl Thompson, Lewis Tillis,  Jane Kirkland, Jo 
Chancey, & Annie Beth Coone.

Shut In Members: Artis Bassett, Mary Shoemake.
Others: Graham McDonald, Michael Ray,  Christina Fuess-

ner, Steve Roberts, Jane Kirkland, Gene & Irma Dampier, 
Bonnie Hendrick, Kathy Peel & Danny Edmonds. 

Upcoming Events  
Oct. 13-16th - The First Annual Sebring Lectures at Sebring 

Parkway church of Christ . Theme is: “Leadership and 
the Church”.

Oct. 13th- Monthly Lads to Leaders meeting at 1:00 pm.
Oct. 19th - Semi-Annual Picnic/Sing @ Mary Holland Park, 

in Bartow.  Orange Street will host this event.
Oct. 27th - 86th Homecoming at N. Jackson Ave. church 

of Christ in Bartow.
Nov.2nd - Ladies Day at Kissimmee church of Christ, with 

guest speaker, Jagie Kenyon. The topic will be “Draw 
Nigh to God” Time is 9:00 am till noon.  Lunch will be 
provided. RSVP by October 26th.  Please see bulletin 
board for information on all the above events.

Visitors
James Egolf, Rhonda Gossett, Preston Craft, Lori Hair,  

Lillian Palermo, Dorothy Stinson, Kathryn Thompson, Dorothy 
Trice, Mr. & Mrs. Chad Tagtow & Anna, Amelia & Micah.

Hither, Thither and Yon
John and Linda McShane are still traveling. Becky 

Sheumaker is visiting family  in Tennessee. Please pray that 
they have a safe trip home.

HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
This Week’s Message

“Grandmother’s Bible”
1230 or 1430 on radio dial or web page

www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com


