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SUNDAY SERVICES
Bible Study...................9:30a.m.
Worship......................10:30a.m.
Evening Worship........6:00p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Ladies Class.............10:00a.m.
Bible Study.................7:00p.m.

HOME OF
Florida School of Preaching

MISSION FIELDS
Dub Hill...........................Russia
Don Iverson.......................India
Randy Judd........Malawi, Africa
Graham McDonald.....Scotland
J. Paguaga.......Honduras, C.A.
Joey Treat.........Pacific Islands
Ted Wheeler..........Ghana, W.A.

EMAIL
SFA.church@gmail.com

WEB PAGE
www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com

in

of the lord’s way
S E A R C H

Sundays @ 8:30 a.m.  Check local listings

Sunday Services, October 25

9:30 am — “Things Which Cannot Be Borrowed”
10:30 am  — “Blessed Assurance”
11:45 noon — Lunch provided (visitors welcome!) 

6:00 pm  — “The Great Invitation”
Monday—Wednesday Evening Services Begin at 7:00

Mon.  — “The Church Through the Ages”
Tue.  — “Conversion to Christ: A Bible Example”
Wed.  — “If I Am Lost”

Hugh Fulford has been conducting Gospel meetings, speaking on lectureships, filling 
special speaking engagements, and preaching for congregations on an appointment and/
or interim basis since July 31, 2000, after a five year ministry with the Houston Park 
church of Christ in Selma, Alabama. He began preaching at 15 years old and entered full-
time work in 1958. He has served churches of Christ as a full-time minister in Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Alabama, and Texas. He received formal education from Freed-Hardeman 
University, the University of Tennessee, and Austin Peay State University. He writes 
regularly for brotherhood journals, including the Spiritual Sword and Gospel Advocate, 
and his “Hugh’s News & Views“  is available upon request. Hugh has been married to the 
former Janet Young for 58 years. They make their home in Gallatin, Tennessee. He and 
Janet have a son, Brett (with his wife, Karen) and two grandchildren, Bryce and Carson, 
who all live in Palm City, Florida, from where they are active with the Stuart church of 
Christ, with whom Brett also serves in the eldership.

Gospel Meeting
October 25-28, 2015

with Hugh Fulford

Invites You To Our

South Florida Avenue

Church of Christ



The Great Tribulation
D. Gene West

Today, we hear a great deal of hair-raising talk about a coming great tribulation in which the world, 
but not the raptured church, is going to suffer unimaginable and excruciating misery and pain before 
they finally convert to Christ to enjoy a literal thousand year reign of peace on this earth. We are 

quite puzzled as to why anyone would take an interest in a religious doctrine that predicts this kind of terrible 
suffering at the hands of enemies before they are finally relieved by Christ. To say the Bible knows nothing of 
such a teaching as this is probably a great understatement, but the fact of the matter is, it does not! When we 
make statements like this, someone will almost immediately object by saying, “Oh, yes, this great tribulation is 
going to come to pass because Jesus talked about it. While it is true that Jesus spoke of “great tribulation,” it is 
not true that He spoke of such in the context in which it is being spoken of today.

It is true that Jesus spoke of “great tribulation” when in Matthew 24:21 he said, “For then there will be 
great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be” 
(Matthew 24:21 NKJV). However, this tribulation is not something that is future to us. It has been asserted 
that because Jesus used the future tense when he said, “there will be great tribulation.” Certainly, that of which 
Jesus spoke was future to Him at the time He was speaking, but the language does not demand that it must be 
future to us. He spoke of His own death in the future tense as well, but that is not something that is future to 
us! The events that Jesus spoke of as “great tribulation” cannot be future to us, for after He had spoken of this 
matter he said, “Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all these things take 
place”(Matthew 24:34). Consequently, all those events that Jesus spoke of as “great tribulation” came to pass 
before the generation to whom He spoke passed from this earth. Therefore, whatever those events were, they 
are not future to us.

At the risk of being accused of being a “nitpicker,” we wish to point out that Jesus never spoke of “the” 
or even “a” great tribulation. He merely said, “For then there will be great tribulation…”Notice Jesus used the 
adverb of time, “then.” “For then there will be great tribulation.” Of what time does the Lord speak when He 
used the word “then?” If we go back to the beginning of the paragraph, we will find He was speaking of an event 
that would take place when the disciples of Christ saw “the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel 
the prophet standing in the holy place.” This “abomination of desolation” of which Jesus spoke was armies 
surrounding Jerusalem (21:20-22). So, when the people of Jerusalem saw the city surrounded by armies, then 
there would be great tribulation (suffering, pain, agony, stress) of such nature that Jesus described as “such as 
has not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be.” Incidentally, Jesus also dated 
this “great tribulation” when he said, “such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time!” 
What is the time to which he had reference? The time that would come before that generation passed away.

Hence, we must point out, most emphatically, that the New Testament nowhere speaks of a time in our 
future that can be described as “great tribulation.” That tribulation of which the Lord spoke in the Olivet 
discourse would take place when they saw “the abomination of desolation,” heathen armies “standing in the 
holy place.” Or, as Luke pointedly put the matter, when they saw “Jerusalem surrounded by armies.” Why was 
“great tribulation” coming on the ancient Jews? Luke answered that question as well when he quoted Jesus as 
saying, “For these are the days of vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled” (Luke 21:22). 
God had long since written in the prophecies of the Old Testament what the Jews would do to his Son, of which 
Isaiah 53 is but one example. He had also warned that when they had completed their wicked work of crucifying 
the Christ, there would follow “days of vengeance.” During those days, there was “great tribulation.



Sunday, October 11, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class .............................Tucker Sweeney.
Prayer .................................................Bobby. Sheumaker
                                     10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ....................................David Anderson
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ...................................  Jimmy. Sweeney.
Closing Prayer ..............................................David Deal
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ..............................................Ky.le Williams
Opening Prayer ..............................................Jeff Bingle
Closing Prayer ..........................................Steve Hunley.
Greeters ....................................................... The Paulins
Att. Cards......... ...................... Quadarius and Sebastian
Open & Close Building ..................................... Phil Fife

Wed. Oct. 14, 2015
Song Leader ..................................................... Bill Long 
Opening Prayer ...................................... John McShane 
Closing Prayer ..................................Bobby. Sheumaker

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231 

Sunday,  October 18, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class.......................................Jim Turner
Prayer......................................................Fred Strickland
                                     10:30 A.M.    
Announcements....................................David Anderson
Song Leader.............................................Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer.......................................Charles Paulin
Closing Prayer............................................Paul Romine                           
                                      6:00 P.M
Song Leader..............................................Ky.le Williams
Opening Prayer....................................Tucker Sweeney.
Closing Prayer.........................................Kenny. French 
Greeters.................................................The Stricklands
Att. Cards..............................................Sebastian & Ian
Open & Close Building.....................................Phil Fife                                                                                                                                             
                           Wed. October 21, 2015
Song Leader.................................................Ken Walker         
Opening Prayer......................................David Williams
Closing Prayer.....................................Jimmy. Sweeney.

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~  .  
Sept 13 ................................. $3,742.60
Sept 20 ................................. $4,063.90
Sept 27 ................................. $3,556.50
Oct 04................................... $5,458.50
Contribution Average ......... $4,616.55
2015 Weekly Budget ........... $4,302.98

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Bobby. Sheumaker ......... Table  ...................Fred Strickland
Bobby. Simpson ............. Assist  .............................Phil Fife

Prayer List
Our Members:  Keep  Grace McAnally, Jacquelin Dopwell, 

Ginny Hamby, Brenda Mask, Jim Turner, Linda McShane, 
Taleah Anderson and Margaret Coone in prayer. 

Relatives: Wayne Hendrix and Barry Richardson.
Shut In Members: Virginia Plumlee, Bill Burton, Dick & 

Joyce Burbage and Duane Nelson.
Others:  Chrissi Fuesner, Ann Wood and Shirley Randall.

October

  HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
This Week

“Back to the Basics”
WONN 1230 or WLKF 1430  or on web page
www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com

Upcoming Events

Visitors
Lily Palermo, Alexander Palermo and Kathryn Thompson.

Member In Need
Jacquelin Dopwell is in need of a queen size mattress. If 

you have one or know of someone who does please notify the 
office.

Oct. 11th: Spencer Broome from Latin American Missions 
(Forrest Park, Valdosta), will be here Sunday morning to 
give a YES II report.

Oct. 11th: Lads to Leaders will meet at 4:00 p.m. 
Oct. 17th: Semi Annual Picnic and Sing at Mary Holland 

Park in Bartow, hosted by Orange Street, beginning at 
11:00 a.m. with lunch at 12:00 p.m. and singing to follow. 
Bring your favorite dish to share and a chair if you like.

Placed Membership
Claud Romine, father of Paul Romine, placed membership 

with us. Let us welcome him into our family.

Pantry
Our pantry needs to be re-stocked. Canned fruit, vegetables 

with easy open lids, individual puddings, crackers etc would 
be great.

Hither, Thither and Yon
So glad to have the Frenchs, Fifes, Longfellows and the 

Williams back with us from their travels.
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Brian

Several years ago, an American preacher went to Europe for a mission campaign. The culture was very different 
over there, especially on the roadways. They drive in the left lane, which basically turns everything around from an 
American traffic point of view. The preacher was soon asked to drive the car back and forth to the work site. There 
was a stretch of rural roads between the work site and the home where he was staying. After the initial shock wore 
off, the preacher realized that when he was tired coming back at night and there was no traffic in the rural areas, he 
would forget he was in Europe and veer into the right lane, where he had driven all his life. (Thankfully, disaster was 
avoided!) However, when he drove in more populated areas where there was traffic, he stayed in the left lane as he 
should have! The flow of traffic kept him in line! Paul said, “Brethren, join in following my example, and note those 

who so walk, as you have us for a pattern” (Phil. 3:17). Paul is our example as he 
follows Christ (1 Cor. 11:1). Those who followed Paul, as he followed Christ, were 
to be noted as a pattern to follow. Just like that European traffic in the correct 
lane kept the American preacher in the correct lane, so Christians who are follow-
ing Jesus in the correct “lane,” spiritually, can influence others to follow Jesus! 
Are we in the “lane” that leads to eternal life (Matthew 7:13-14)?

Staying in the Correct Lane Saves Lives

Sunday, Oct. 11 Will be our next L2L group meeting. 
in the fellowship room at 4:00 p.m. We would like our 
leading mentors to have a schedule of their event group 
meetings. Again, these meetings do not necessarily have to 
be at the building or even on a Sunday.
Saturday, Oct. 17 Polk area churches of Christ will 
gather for the Semi-Annual Picnic/Sing at Mary Holland 
Park in Bartow. Great place to meet other Christian youth!
Sunday, Oct. 18 Will be a youth devo/game night 
following evening church services at the Kenyons. Polk 
County schools are off Monday. Young people, plan to join 
us for this time of learning God’s word and fellowship!

Youth News You Can Use

This Week’s Memory Verses   Matt. 3:1-2, 13-17 Join As We Memorize 100 Verses!

“Pew Packers” is meeting every Sun-
day evening at 5:45 to learn the Bible!

If you would like to help with snack-time 
on Lads to Leaders days, there is a sign-up 
sheet on the bulletin board. You can help 
by donating snacks, or helping to serve.

How Important Is the Doctrine of Christ?
“Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of 
Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of 
Christ has both the Father and the Son” (2 John 9).

Very Important to Those Who Want God!


