
Jesus was talking about influence when He said, “You are the light of the 
world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Nor do they light a lamp 
and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are 
in the house. 16Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 
works and glorify your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:14-16). Influence is how 
we effect other people. All of us have influence on others, whether for good or 
bad. At school, work, or play, we either make a good impression on others for 
the Lord, a bad impression on others for the Lord, or a “no impression” for the 
Lord in that people do not associate our actions one way or another with the Lord or His church. If we 
are not being the light we should to draw people closer to the Lord, then we need to examine our selves  
and make changes for the better. The only way to let our light really shine for God is to allow His word 
to permeate every fiber of our being. The psalmist said, “Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to 
my path” (Psalm 119:105). Jesus is the light (John 8:12), and, thus, we must always “walk in the light 
as He is in the light” (1 John 1:7). May God help us, no matter what our age, to be the kind of influence 
God meant when He said, “Let your light so shine before men.”
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Return Service Requested

Brian Kenyon

Saturday, October 19* --- There will be a youth day hosted by the Southside church of Christ in Zephyrhills. 
The theme is “Transformers 4 Christ: Rise of the Fallen.”  See bulletin board for more information on speakers, times, and 
subjects! [ *We realize all cannot attend everything, but we want our readers to be aware of these events.]

Saturday, October 19 --- There will also be a youth devotional and fellowship. If you would like to host this 
event, please sign the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board. Future dates are November 16 and December 21.

The “Berean Bunch” will meet on the front pews Sunday at 5:45 p.m.

Sunday, October 6 --- There will be a “Fellowship in Service” following evening 
worship services. Although we will not have the usual finger foods (due to our fellowship meal 
that morning), we will still write cards of encouragement to the ill and those in special need. 

Sunday, October 13 --- Our monthly L2L meeting will begin at 1:00 p.m. If you would like to stay for 
lunch immediately following morning worship services, we will have a “mini pot luck.” Adult volunteers do not 
have to stay the whole day, but only during the time of their particular area. See Brian or Jason if you need a schedule.
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MINISTER
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(863) 682-3600

ASSOCIATE MINISTER
Brian Kenyon
(863) 944-8565

SECRETARY
Virginia Walker

OFFICE PHONE
(863) 682-4702 

SUNDAY SERVICES
Bible Study...................9:30a.m.
Worship......................10:30a.m.
Evening Worship........6:00p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Ladies Class.............10:00a.m.
Bible Study.................7:00p.m.

HOME OF
Florida School of Preaching

MISSION FIELDS
Dub Hill...........................Russia
Don Iverson.......................India
Randy Judd........Malawi, Africa
Graham McDonald.....Scotland
J. Paguaga.......Honduras, C.A.
Joey Treat.........Pacific Islands
Ted Wheeler..........Ghana, W.A.

EMAIL
SFA.church@gmail.com

WEB PAGES
www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com

www.sfacc.net

You Are Invited . . .
GOSPEL MEETING

October
6 - 9

7:00 p.m.
Each Evening

~ Except Sunday ~

9:30 &10:30 a.m. 
& 6:00 p.m.

Brother Clark has been preaching for the Bethel church of Christ in 
Athens, Alabama, since 1984. He received his formal education from Freed-
Hardeman University (AA, 1977; BA, 1979) and Southern Christian (known 
now as Amridge) University (MA, 1981). In addition to  preaching, he is also 
the director and an instructor of the Alabama School of Bible Emphasis. He 
has been a regular speaker on the FSOP lectureship for years. He speaks in 
several other lectureships, workshops, and Gospel meetings. He has been 
on overseas mission campaigns, and writes for brotherhood publications. 
He and his wife, Pamela, have three children and two grandchildren. We are 
delighted he can be with us on this occasion.

A Warm Welcome Is Extended To All

Jimmy Clark
of Athens, Alabama



TRUE FREEDOM
By E. Dean Kelly

In America we are a nation that cherishes the concept of freedom. We sing about it, celebrate it and 
argue over it. But what constitutes true freedom is not understood by most. True freedom is not being 
without boundaries of behavior and morals. True freedom is not without demands and obligations. 
We need to seek after true freedom. I submit to you that the only true freedom is that which is found 

when we submit ourselves to God. Paul puts it this way in his letter to the Romans: “Know ye not, that to 
whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants you are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, 
or of obedience unto righteousness. But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed 
from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. Being then made free from sin, ye became the 
servants of righteousness” (Romans 6:16-18).

True freedom is based on allowing ourselves to be in submission to the God of heaven. Then we are free 
from the practice, grief and consequences of sin. We are not bound by the things of this earth, and we can 
foresee a wonderful eternity promised to those who serve God.

Brother Robert Waggoner recently sent out an essay on God as a Jealous God (see note at end of article 
about brother Waggoner’s essays). The following paragraph is from his essay. While he is not emphasizing 
true freedom, he does list and deal with several philosophies that are attempting to overwhelm us and make 
us slaves. These “isms” are actually “gods” that are trying to replace the true freedom that belief in and 
obedience to God brings:

The Israelites provoked God to jealousy whenever they turned to false gods who were in the land. What 
about us? Do we not also provoke God to jealousy whenever we turn to false gods in our culture? Many 
contemporary false gods are known by their philosophical terms, such as naturalism, materialism, secularism, 
statism, feminism, hedonism, relativism, etc. Whenever we turn to evolutionism, we have surely replaced the 
God of creation with the god of naturalism. Whenever we trust in material possessions, we turn away from 
God, just as did the rich young ruler (Matthew 19:16-24; Mark 10:17-25), and the rich fool (Luke 12:13-21). 
When in the name of secularism, we fail to apply God’s word to education and politics, or any other segment 
of life, we make secularism our god and thereby turn away from God. Whenever we think and act like civil 
governments have final authority in determining behavioral standards, we turn away from God to the god 
of statism. When in the name of feminism, we substitute gender equality for God’s desire that man be head 
over woman (Genesis 2:18; 21-23; 3:16; 1 Corinthians 13:3; 1 Timothy 2:8-14), we turn away from God. 
Whenever our goals are personal pleasures rather than service to God and fellow men, we turn away from 
God (Luke 8:14). When in the name of relativism, we act like there are no absolute values and that everyone’s 
behavior must be tolerated as equally valid, we deny God’s word as the law that must be obeyed.

It is remarkable how many ways Satan attempts to take away our freedom. It is amazing the philosophies 
of humanity that are all too often swallowed hook, line and sinker by even some among us. We must stand 
with the God of heaven and with his ways and his will. The Almighty Creator of all that is, the Powerful 
Potentate over all of existence, the Loving God of all kindness, that God has offered us freedom in the truest 
sense. It is an eternal freedom that removes from us the need to worry about what tomorrow holds. It is a 
freedom of heart and mind that no one can take from us, no matter what they do to us. We can, like Paul, 
declare, “I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, 
I have finished my course, I have kept the faith; Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that 
love his appearing” (2 Timothy 4:6-8). If we will reject the foolishness of this world and listen to God--then 
(and only then) can we truly be free.



Sunday,  October 13,  2013
9:30 A.M. 

Song at Bible Class ................................ Jason Hendrix
Prayer ........................................................ Stacey Paulin

10:30 A.M.    
Announcements .......................................Kenny French
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer .................................... Charles Sanford
Closing Prayer ..........................................Kyle Williams 

                                      6:00 P.M. 
Song Leader ............................................. Stacey Paulin
Opening Prayer ..............................................Jeff Bingle
Closing Prayer ....................................... Tyler Anderson
Greeters .......................................Kenny & Reba French
Att. Cards .................... Paul Sweeney & Ian Enamorado
Open & Close Building ................................... Bob Pratt

Wed. Oct. 16, 2013
Song Leader  ...........................................Jeremy Padilla
Opening Prayer .........................................Steve Hunley
Closing Prayer ..........................................Frank Hamby

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Jason Hendrix, so he can 

get a replacement - 537-0857 

October 6,  2013      
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ..................................Brian Kenyon
Prayer .......................................................Charles Paulin

10:30 A.M.  
Announcements .......................................Kenny French
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer .......................................  Stacey Paulin
Closing Prayer ..................................... Charles Sanford
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ............................................. Stacey Paulin
Opening Prayer .....................................David Anderson
Closing Prayer .............................................. Jim Turner
Greeters ............................................ The Hendrix family
Att. Cards......... ........Quadarius Askew & Paul Sweeney
Open & Close Building ................................... Bob Pratt

Wed. October 9, 2013
Song Leader ..............................................Steve Hunley 
Opening Prayer ....................................... Jason Hendrix 
Closing Prayer ....................................... John McShane

~   HOW WE ARE GIVING   ~  .  
Sep 08 .............................................. $3,120.77
Sep 15 .............................................. $4,454.80
Sep 22 .............................................. $3,345.50
Sep 29 .............................................. $4,530.14
Contribution Average ..................... $4,141.24
2013 Weekly Budget ....................... $4,255.13

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Fred Strickland ............... Table  .................Jimmy Sweeney
Bob Cooper ................... Assist ..........................Jim Turner

October
Prayer List

Our Members:  Kyle Williams will have surgery October 
8th at LRMC. Twins Harper Kinley & Sawyer Wesson 
Anderson are gaining weight and improving each day. 
Also: Jessica & Tyler Anderson.  Dick & Joyce Burbage, 
JoAnn Hoback. Sam Bolding, Faith West, Ann Howard, 
Louise Starks, Jacquelin Dopwell, Margaret Coone, 
Antonio Martin & Sharon Washington.

Relatives: Carl Thompson, Lewis Tillis,  Danielle Lobato, 
Jane Kirkland, Jo Chancey, & Annie Beth Coone.

Shut In Members: Artis Bassett, Mary Shoemake.
Others: Graham McDonald, Marie Platzer,  Christina Fuess-

ner, Steve Roberts, Jane Kirkland, Gene & Irma Dampier, 
Bonnie Hendrick, Kathy Peel & Danny Edmonds. 

Upcoming Events
Oct. 4th-6th - Gospel Meeting at Osprey Avenue Church 

of Christ.  See bulletin board for information.
Oct. 5th - Ladies Brunch at Orange St. in Auburndale at 

9:00 am.  
Oct. 6th -9th - Gospel Meeting here at South Florida Av-

enue. Jimmy Clark will be the speaker.
Oct. 6th - We will have a Potluck Meal following our morn-

ing worship service in the fellowship hall.  Please bring 
food for your family, and some extra for our guests.

Oct. 6th - “Fellowship in Service” following the evening 
worship service.

Oct. 19th - Semi-Annual Picnic/Sing @ Mary Holland Park, 
in Bartow.  Orange Street will host this event.

Visitors
Dan Blackman, Ron Cox, Rhonda Gossett, Fran Hinson, 

Gavin McConnell, Lillian Palermo, Mr. & Mrs. Daniel 
Stearsman and sons. Dorothy Trice.

Hither, Thither and Yon
Those traveling are Bobby & Linda Simpson, and John & 

Linda McShane.  Please keep these, and any others who may 
be traveling in your prayers.  Also, those in the military.

HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
This Week’s Message

“Jumping to Conclusions”
1230 or 1430 on radio dial or web page

www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com


