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SUNDAY SERVICES
Bible Study...................9:30a.m.
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Ladies Class.............10:00a.m.
Bible Study.................7:00p.m.
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in

of the lord’s way
S E A R C H

Sundays @ 8:30 a.m.  Check local listings

Sunday Services, October 25

9:30 am — “Things Which Cannot Be Borrowed”
10:30 am  — “Blessed Assurance”
11:45 noon — Lunch provided (visitors welcome!) 

6:00 pm  — “The Great Invitation”
Monday—Wednesday Evening Services Begin at 7:00

Mon.  — “The Church Through the Ages”
Tue.  — “Conversion to Christ: A Bible Example”
Wed.  — “If I Am Lost”

Hugh Fulford has been conducting Gospel meetings, speaking on lectureships, filling 
special speaking engagements, and preaching for congregations on an appointment and/
or interim basis since July 31, 2000, after a five year ministry with the Houston Park 
church of Christ in Selma, Alabama. He began preaching at 15 years old and entered full-
time work in 1958. He has served churches of Christ as a full-time minister in Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Alabama, and Texas. He received formal education from Freed-Hardeman 
University, the University of Tennessee, and Austin Peay State University. He writes 
regularly for brotherhood journals, including the Spiritual Sword and Gospel Advocate, 
and his “Hugh’s News & Views“  is available upon request. Hugh has been married to the 
former Janet Young for 58 years. They make their home in Gallatin, Tennessee. He and 
Janet have a son, Brett (with his wife, Karen) and two grandchildren, Bryce and Carson, 
who all live in Palm City, Florida, from where they are active with the Stuart church of 
Christ, with whom Brett also serves in the eldership.

Gospel Meeting
October 25-28, 2015

with Hugh Fulford

Invites You To Our

South Florida Avenue

Church of Christ



The Two Sauls
T. Pierce Brown

Having just received a letter from a beloved brother indicating that he has slipped his anchor from the solid rock of 
God’s revelation to the shifting sands of subjective religion, my thoughts went to some in the Bible who started 
with such great promise and ended in miserable disgrace. A short study in contrasts may be helpful to give both 

warning to the unwary and encouragement to the feeble. Paul said, “Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall” 
(1 Corinthians 10:12).

First, let us look at the story of Saul, the son of Kish, who became the King of Israel. When we first find him, we note that 
“There was not among the children of Israel a goodlier person than he” (1 Samuel 9:2). He not only had a well-formed and 
superior physical body, he demonstrated a submissive, thoughtful obedience to his father, which should commend him to all 
persons. He was head and shoulders higher than any of the people, but was not to big to obey his father and show concern for 
his possible anxiety (1 Samuel 9:3-5).

He was approved of God to be king, but demonstrated honorable humility. Saul was chosen, but “when they sought him, he 
could not be found. Therefore they asked Jehovah further, Is there yet a man to come hither? And Jehovah answered, Behold, 
he hath hid himself among the baggage” (1 Samuel 10:21-22). He was conscious of his unworthiness, of the insignificance 
and smallness of the tribe of Benjamin and that of his own family (1 Samuel 9:21). He did not consider himself too good, 
even after he had been declared king, to go back to tending the herd. However, when he heard the battle call against the 
Ammonites, he demonstrated a courageous willingness to fight on behalf of God’s people.

It would be very difficult to find any flaw in Saul up to this point from the record we have of him. Yet, we find him 
apparently lifting up his heart in pride and self-confidence, resulting in disobedient dereliction of duty.

First, we find him impatiently and faithlessly “forcing himself” and offering a burnt offering when he was supposed to 
wait for Samuel (1 Samuel 13:11-12). Unbelief and disobedience are always condemned, no matter what excuse we may 
have for it. God graciously allowed him to continue for a time, apparently giving him a chance to repent and gain a reprieve, 
but he continued on that downward path.

When God told him to go and utterly destroy Amalek (1 Samuel 15:3), he decided to walk by sight instead of by faith 
and destroy them on his own terms. He claimed that this was obedience (v. 20), but even the sheep and oxen cried out against 
him. Then, instead of demonstrating true penitence, he admitted he sinned, but blamed it on the people (v. 24).

That does not end his downward path, but indicates the direction he was going and from which there was no return, 
though there were many opportunities, until the sad suicide recorded in 1 Samuel 31:4-6. 

Let us turn now to a consideration of the life of Saul of Tarsus. When we first meet him he was making havoc of the 
church, not only committing men and women to prison (Acts 8:3), but persecuting them unto death, giving his voice in 
testimony against them and assisting and consenting thereto (Acts 8:1). If this were all we knew about him, it would be hard 
to draw a blacker picture of a man. 

Yet, the fact that he had a good conscience and meant to do what was right (Acts 23:1) was the basis for the possibility of 
a man starting so badly and turning out so well. From the time Jesus appeared to him on the way to Damascus until he died, 
his attitude was “Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” He never wavered from that. He never raised the question, “What 
would be the easiest or most expedient thing?” He never said, “I know God said do it, but the situation is such that I feel I 
should do something different.” This is why Saul of Tarsus could end his life with the statement, “I have fought a good fight, 
I have finished my course, I have kept the faith” (2 Timothy 4:7) whereas the other Saul died a wretched death by suicide.

Let us summarize some characteristics of each to see more clearly how some of us can start so well and end in defeat 
while others may start so poorly and end in victory. King Saul was humble, but allowed his position or success to make him 
proud and feel self-sufficient. Paul was sure that he was not a whit behind the very chiefest apostle (2 Corinthians 11:5), yet 
never forgot that the grace of God was sufficient for him (2 Corinthians 11:9) and that all he was or did was not for his own 
glory, but for the glory of God.

Whether the first part of your life was like that of Saul of Tarsus or King Saul is not crucial. What is important is that now 
you make sure that the rest of your life is devoted to knowing what God has said, respecting it enough to neither go beyond 
it nor fall short of it in your reverent obedience to his will.



Sunday, October 11, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class .............................Tucker Sweeney.
Prayer .................................................Bobby. Sheumaker
                                     10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ....................................David Anderson
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ...................................  Jimmy. Sweeney.
Closing Prayer ..............................................David Deal
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ..............................................Ky.le Williams
Opening Prayer ..............................................Jeff Bingle
Closing Prayer ..........................................Steve Hunley.
Greeters ....................................................... The Paulins
Att. Cards......... ...................... Quadarius and Sebastian
Open & Close Building ..................................... Phil Fife

Wed. Oct. 14, 2015
Song Leader ..................................................... Bill Long 
Opening Prayer ...................................... John McShane 
Closing Prayer ..................................Bobby. Sheumaker

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231 

Sunday,  October 4, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class......................................Ky.le Bingle
Prayer............................................................Ken Walker
                                     10:30 A.M.    
Announcements....................................David Anderson
Song Leader.............................................Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer.........................................Kenny. French
Closing Prayer..............................................Tim Croson                           
                                      6:00 P.M
Song Leader..............................................Ky.le Williams
Opening Prayer..........................................Paul Romine
Closing Prayer..........................................Stacey. Paulin 
Greeters...........................................................The Fifes
Att. Cards.......................................................Paul & Ian
Open & Close Building.....................................Phil Fife                                                                                                                                             
                           Wed. October 7, 2015
Song Leader............................................Jason Hendrix          
Opening Prayer........................................Brian Keny.on
Closing Prayer.......................................Fred Strickland

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~  .  
Sept 06 ................................. $4,562.00
Sept 13 ................................. $3,742.60
Sept 20 ................................. $4,063.90
Sept 27 ................................ $3,536.50
Contribution Average ......... $4,594.45
2015 Weekly Budget ........... $4,302.98

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Bobby. Sheumaker ......... Table  ...................Fred Strickland
Bobby. Simpson ............. Assist  .............................Phil Fife

Prayer List
Our Members:  Grace McAnally’s knee replacement 

surgery went well. She is now in Oakbridge Healthcare 
Center. Taleah Anderson is now home from re-hab and 
doing better. Keep Jacquelin Dopwell, Ginny Hamby, 
Brenda Mask, Jim Turner, Margaret Coone and Rembert 
& Gloria Allen in prayer. 

Relatives: Wayne Hendrix and Barry Richardson.
Shut In Members: Virginia Plumlee, Bill Burton, Dick & 

Joyce Burbage and Duane Nelson.
Others:  Chrissi Fuesner and Shirley Randall.

October

  HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
This Week

“Destroying the Bible”
WONN 1230 or WLKF 1430  or on web page
www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com

Upcoming Events

Visitors
Hyshauni McNeal, Amanda Patterson, Claud Romine, 

Kaylee Barfield and Alexander Palermo.

Oct. 3rd: Area Wide Ladies Brunch here at South Florida 
Ave. at 9:00 a.m. All ladies’ are invited to join us for food 
and fellowship. If you would like to help in some way 
please see Melissa Craft.

Oct. 4th: Fellowship In-Service will meet after the evening 
services. Please bring finger foods. There is a sign up 
sheet for help in the kitchen. We need 2-3 people a month.

Oct. 4th - 8th: Family Enrichment Seminar at the Hilltop 
Church of Christ in Winter Haven. See the flyer for more 
details.

Oct. 11th: Spencer Broome from Latin American Missions 
(Forrest Park, Valdosta), will be here Sunday morning to 
give a YES II report during the Bible class and morning 
worship.

Oct. 11th: Lads to Leaders will meet at 4:00 p.m. There is  
a sign up sheet on the bulletin board to help with snacks 
once a month. The help is greatly appreciated.

Response
Kimberly Westbrooks asked for the prayers of the 

congregation last Wednesday evening. Please continue to keep 
her in prayer.
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Brian

Romans 8 opens with a powerful truth: “There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus ... For the 
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death” (Rom. 8:1-2). Slavery to sin results in 
“un-get-over-able” condemnation (Rom. 7:7-25). However, thanks be to God, this “law of the Spirit” completely wipes away 
the spiritual consequences of sin. We often think of “law” as something bad, but this particular law is a law of comfort because 
it nullifies the spiritual consequences of sin. Note four truths about this law. First, it is “law,” which means it is an unchanging 
principle. When the gracious conditions are met, the blessings will always follow, but when the gracious conditions are not 
met, the blessings will never follow. Second, it is “of the Spirit,” which is a reference to the Holy Spirit. This law of comfort is 
made possible by the Holy Spirit’s work (cf. Rom. 8:14-16). Third, it is “of life,” which is a reference to the spiritual life that 
results from meeting the gracious conditions (cf. Rom. 8:10-11). Fourth, it is “in Christ Jesus,” which 
shows that the work of the Holy Spirit is inseparably linked to the work of Christ (cf. John 14:26; 
15:26). This final truth also shows that one has to be “in Christ” in order to attain the blessings of this 
non-condemnatory law of comfort. The only way to get “in Christ” is to be baptized into Christ (Rom. 
6:3-4; Gal. 3:26-27). The “law of sin and death,” also mentioned in Romans 8:2, is just as certain as 
the “law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus.” Have we been baptized into Christ?

A “Law” of Comfort

“Pew Packers” are meeting every Sunday evening at 5:45 to learn the Bible!

Sunday, Oct. 11 Will be our next L2L group meeting. 
in the fellowship room at 4:00 p.m. We would like our 
leading mentors to have a schedule of their event group 
meetings. Again, these meetings do not necessarily have to 
be at the building or even on a Sunday.
Saturday, Oct. 17 Polk area churches of Christ will 
gather for the Semi-Annual Picnic/Sing at Mary Holland 
Park in Bartow. Great place to meet other Christian youth!
Sunday, Oct. 18 Will be a youth devo/game night 
following evening church services at the Kenyons. Polk 
County schools are off Monday. Young people, plan to join 
us for this time of learning God’s word and fellowship!

Youth Group Happenings
If you would like to help with snack-time 
on Lads to Leaders days, there is a sign-up 
sheet on the bulletin board. You can help 
by donating snacks, or helping to serve.

Memory
Verses

Join us in memorizing passages from the 
Book of Matthew. There no better way to fill 
your mind with the word of God. Amen!

Matthew 11:7-11, 28-30

The Bible contains the greatest information that 
will do the greatest good for the greatest number 
of people including you! Be here for Bible study!


