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Every Sunday this month @ 5:00 pm, 
our L2L Bible bowl teams will meet for practice. Learning the 
word of God to better know God is worth every sacrifice!
Sunday, October 12 will be our next L2L day. We 
appreciate the adult mentors and those who volunteer to help 
our young people (and adults) grow spiritually.
Saturday, October 18 For our monthly youth 
devo and activity, we will be going to the semi-annual picnic 
and sing at Mary Holland Park in Bartow. There will be other 
congregations represented there along with their youth. If you 
would like to go, please see Brian or Jagie for time and logistics.

A friend recently made the following statement as we discussed why some members of the church of Christ, without hesita-
tion, engage in worldly activities such as homecoming dances, “social” drinking, and/or idolizing ungodly celebrities: “Too 
many members of the church view the Bible as their guide to religion, but not to life.” That statement really hit home because 
some of those same church members attend services regularly and worship “by the Book,” but when it comes to their social 
and recreational life, they are guided by some other standard. Be not deceived, Christianity is not just a “going to church” 

religion; it is an everything in life religion! Paul wrote, “And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him” (Colossians 3:17). While this obviously 
includes worship, it is much broader! “Whatever” is all inclusive; “in word or deed” is all inclusive; “do all” 
is all inclusive. Any one of these phrases would be sufficient, but all three of them scream that our whole life, 
not just “going to church,” should be guided by “the name of the Lord Jesus,” which is the Lord’s authority! 
His authority can only be found from the Bible, God’s written word! Now, with that being the case, what Bible 
passages or principles do those who engage in such worldly activities use to justify their actions? Where is the 
reasoning that would answer “What would Jesus do?” with going to the dance to boogy down, or drinking in-
toxicating beverages just to be cool or idolizing someone whose flagrant lifestyle is what put Him on the cross? 
Do we desire above all else to please God? Then let us be guided by His word, instead of the world!  

What Guides Our Life?

“Pew Packers” are meeting every Sunday evening at 5:45 to learn the Bible!

We rejoice that Sophia Smith was baptized 
into Christ, Monday, September 29, 2014, Let us 
all encourage her and help each other serve God! 

SFA Youth Group . . .

Make 
Plans Now  
to Attend 

Our
Gospel 
Meeting
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DEACONS
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Chuck Wyatt

MINISTER
Robert McAnally
(863) 682-3600

ASSOCIATE MINISTER
Brian Kenyon
(863) 944-8565

SECRETARY
Virginia Walker

OFFICE PHONE
(863) 682-4702 

SUNDAY SERVICES
Bible Study...................9:30a.m.
Worship......................10:30a.m.
Evening Worship........6:00p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Ladies Class.............10:00a.m.
Bible Study.................7:00p.m.

HOME OF
Florida School of Preaching

MISSION FIELDS
Dub Hill...........................Russia
Don Iverson.......................India
Randy Judd........Malawi, Africa
Graham McDonald.....Scotland
J. Paguaga.......Honduras, C.A.
Joey Treat.........Pacific Islands
Ted Wheeler..........Ghana, W.A.

EMAIL
SFA.church@gmail.com

WEB PAGES
www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com

www.sfacc.net

- by David A. Sargent

A Christ-Centered Church
Mark N. Posey

The Church is the most glorious institution in existence! God’s Word 
reveals the church in promise (Genesis 3:15; Ephesians 1:4-5), prophecy 
(Daniel 2:44), preparation (Matthew 16:18; Mark 9:1), perfection (Acts 2:41-
47) and preservation (Revelation 12-22). Christ is the head of the church 
(Ephesians 1:22-23), Savior of the body (Ephesians 5:23), theme of the Bible 
(Luke 1:68) and key to both the inspiration (John 12:48) and interpretation 
(Luke 22:27, 44-45) of Scripture. Truly, Christ is the center of both the Bible 
and the church. The goal in church-growth must reflect our desire to be a 
Christ-centered church. This means Christians must strive to be:

1. A Converted Church. Christians must be more than convinced, they 
must be converted; converted to Jesus not preachers, elders, deacons or 
anyone else. We must be converted to Jesus (Acts 3:19; 1 Corinthians 1:18)!

2. A Convicted Church. The pulse of a local congregation must beat 
in unison. We must have “one heart and one soul” (Acts 4:32). We must 
be “likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind” 
(Philippians 2:2). We must stand together on the solid rock of Jesus (Ephesians 
6:10-11; Matthew 7:25).

3. A Cooperating Church. The letter “I” does not appear in the word 
team or church. We are all a part of the body of Christ. We must work together 
(1 Corinthians 12:12-27). The Christians on Pentecost “were together, and 
had all things common” (Acts 2:44). If we do not work together, we will 
segment and separate. However, there must be “no division among you” (1 
Corinthians 1:10).

4. A Compassionate Church. God intends for us to be servants, not 
to be served (Mark 10:45). We are commanded to “visit the widows and 
orphans”(James 1:27), those inside and outside the Church (Galatians 6:10), 
the hungry and naked (James 2:14) and our neighbors (Luke 10:29-37).



Love Keeps No Record of Wrongs
Mark T. Tonkery

What kind of records do we keep? Well, we may keep records of the bills that need 
to be paid each month, or when the oil in the car needs changed, or maybe the 
birthdays of family members. However, why do we keep records? Well, it is 

simple, because we want to remember things. There are a lot of things we like to remember so 
we write them down or find other ways to remember them. Yet, there is one thing the Bible tells 
us that we are not to keep record of and that is other’s wrongs. Even though the Bible teaches 
against keeping records of other’s wrongs, how many times have we brought up the past in a 
disagreement? It is like the one fellow who was talking to the preacher about the troubles in his 
marriage. The husband said, “Every time my wife and I get in an argument she gets historical.” 
The preacher said, “Don’t you mean hysterical.” “No,” replied the husband, “I mean historical; 
she brings up all my past mistakes.” It is tough to live your life with someone who never forgets.

In 1 Corinthians 13:5, Paul’s instruction on love states that “[Love] is not rude, it is not self-
seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.” If we truly love one another 
Paul reminds us that we are not to remember the wrongs that others have committed towards 
us, especially when we have dealt with them in a biblical manner as Matthew 18:15-17 and 1 
Timothy 5:19-20 instruct. What Paul is trying to teach in 1 Corinthians 13:5 is that once we have 
dealt with others’ sins, then love makes allowances for the fallibilities of others, and is ready to 
renew the relationship in a loving way. In other words, instead of revenge, devising evil against 
those who wronged us, or constantly reminding others of their wrongs, we forgive them and 
strive to move forward in the love of God. This is often hard to do, yet it is a command of God’s 
Word. Maybe the following illustrations can help us to better “keep no record of wrongs.”

Clara Barton, founder of the American Red Cross, was reminded one day of a vicious deed 
that someone had done to her years before. However, she acted as if she had never even heard of 
the incident. “Don’t you remember it?” her friend asked. “No,” came Barton’s reply, “I distinctly 
remember forgetting it” (Palau).

A couple married for 15 years began having more than usual disagreements. They wanted to 
make their marriage work and agreed on an idea the wife had. For one month they planned to 
drop a slip in “Fault Boxes.” The boxes would provide a place to let the other know about daily 
irritations. She was diligent in her efforts and approach: “leaving the jelly top off the jar,” “wet 
towels on the shower floor,” “dirty socks not in hamper,” on and on until the end of the month. 
After dinner, at the end of the month, they exchanged boxes. The husband reflected on what he 
had done wrong. Then, the wife opened her box and began reading. They were all the same, the 
message on each slip was, “I love you!” True love, biblical love, keeps no record of wrongs. It 
releases the revenge, bitterness and wrongs of the past and moves forward in a way that we do 
not return evil for evil.



October 5, 2014    
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ..................................Brian Kenyon
Prayer .......................................................Charles Paulin
                                     10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ........................................Frank Hamby
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer .......................................  Stacey Paulin
Closing Prayer ........................................ Antonio Martin
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ............................................. Stacey Paulin
Opening Prayer .........................................Steve Hunley
Closing Prayer .............................................. Jim Turner
Greeters ........................................... The Hendrix Family
Att. Cards......... ........Quadarius Askew & Paul Sweeney
Open & Close Building ................................... Bob Pratt

Wed. October 8, 2014
Song Leader ..............................................Steve Hunley 
Opening Prayer ....................................... Jason Hendrix 
Closing Prayer ....................................... John McShane

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231 

Sunday,  October 12, 2014
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ................................ Jason Hendrix
Prayer ........................................................ Stacey Paulin

10:30 A.M.    
Announcements ........................................Frank Hamby 
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ............................................Ken Walker
Closing Prayer .............................................. Sam Crow
                                      6:00 P.M. 
Song Leader ............................................. Stacey Paulin
Opening Prayer ..............................................Jeff Bingle
Closing Prayer ........................................... Hiram Kemp.
Greeters .......................................Kenny & Reba French
Att. Cards .................... Paul Sweeney & Ian Enamorado
Open & Close Building ................................... Bob Pratt
                         Wed. Oct. 15, 2014
Song Leader ................................................ Ken Walker
Opening Prayer ........................................ Steve Hunlley
Closing Prayer ..........................................Frank Hamby

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~  .  
Sep 07  ................................. $4,967.00
Sep 14 .................................. $3,794.01
Sep 21 .................................. $3,979.26
Sep 28 .................................. $4,631.00
Contribution Average ......... $4,500.47
2014 Weekly Budget ........... $4,256.38

SCHEDULED TO SERVE
October

Prayer List
Our Members:   Rosalind Coleman, Dick & Joyce Burbage, 

Duane Nelson, Jacquelin Dopwell & Margaret Coone.
Relatives:  Billy Harrison, Bob Kirkland,Wayne Hendrix.
Shut In Members: Ann Howard,Virginia Plumlee, Bill 

Burton.
Others:  Bill Carroll is back in the hospital with an infec-

tion. Mary Exum, Chris Exum, Frank Wood, Christina 
Fuessner & Bonnie Hendricks.        

Upcoming Events  
Oct. 1st - 22nd: - Fall Faith Series at Hilltop Church of 

Christ in Winter Haven each Wednesday at 7:30 pm.  
There will be a different speaker every Wednesday.

Oct. 11th: - Hotdog Roast & Sing at the Springhead Church 
of Christ at 4:00 pm. Singing will begin at 5:30 pm. 
Please RSVP by Oct. 5th (863) 514-9985. 

Oct. 18th: - Semi-Annual Picnic/Sing at Mary Holland Park 
in Bartow. Orange Street in Auburndale will host. Please 
bring your favorite dish to share & a chair if you like.

Oct. 24th-26th: - Gospel Meeting at Osprey Ave. Church 
of Christ.  Please See the bulletin board in the foyer 
for more information about the above events.

Visitors
Darrell Ellerbe, Colleen Hare, Graham McDonald, Eddie 

McRae, Wanda Powell, Amy Powell. 

Sympathy
Sister Louise Starks passed away last Sunday, September 

28th. after a long illness. The visitation will be this Thursday, 
October 2nd at 10:00 AM, with the Memorial Service to  follow 
at 11:00 AM at the South Florida Avenue Church of Christ. 

Thank You
A special “Thank You” to the ladies who spent hours 

cleaning and re-arranging everything in the kitchen shelves and 
pantry, including new liner paper, replacing the table covering, 
and thoroughly cleaning the ladies bathroom.

HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
This Week’s Message

“Do You Love Him”
1230 or 1430 on radio dial or web page

www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com

Fred Strickland ............... Table  .................Jimmy Sweeney
Jim Turner ..................... Assist ................... Robert Coop.er


