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Our youth group has begun a focused study 
of ONE as revealed in these epistles of Paul!

“Pew Packers,” 5:45 p.m. on Sunday!

In the parable of the sower, Jesus revealed four kinds of soil upon which the seed was sown (Matt.  13:3-9). Later in the same 
chapter, Jesus describes each of the soils. First, the “wayside” soil (Matt.  13:4, 19) is the person who does not give any atten-
tion to the “word of the kingdom” (Matt. 13:19). He or she “hears” but does not “understand,” which implies a lack of proper 
attention to the word. It is the difference between hearing and doing the word (Matt. 7:24-27). This condition springs from 
the person who persistently refuses God’s word. This person does not allow the word to penetrate (Acts 24:25). The word that 
is only heard, and not taken in to germinate, is easy prey for the devil. Second, the “stony” soil (Matt. 13:5-6, 20-21) is the 
person who starts out quickly, but because he or she lacks depth, soon returns to the former condition (Matt. 13:20-21). This 
person immediately receives the word with joy (Matt. 13:20), but because there is very shallow roots, this person’s endurance 
is only temporary (see John 6:60-61, 66). Third, the “thorny” soil (Matt. 13:7, 22) is the person whose heart becomes preoc-
cupied with the cares of this world and the pursuit of riches (Matt. 13:22). This person receives the word, but it is soon choked 

to death (cf. Luke 21:34; 1 Tim. 6:9-10). Internally, everything is fine—the soil is good and the growth is 
genuine, but it is soon choked to death (like Demas, Colossians 4:14; Philemon 24 cf. 2 Timothy 4:10). 
Fourth, the “good” soil (Matt. 13:8, 23) is the person who hears, understands, and allows the seed to fulfill 
its course (Matt. 13:23). This heart is different from the rest. Unlike the “wayside” soil, it understands! Un-
like the “stony” soil, it overcomes tribulations and persecutions rather than succumbing (continued below) 

On Friday thru Sunday, 
September 26-28, Central 
Florida Bible Camp will have its

annual “Live Saved” weekend for teens. If you are 
interested in attending, please see Brian or Jagie.

What Kind of Soil Are We?What Kind of Soil Are We? 

Saturday, September 20 will be our next youth 
devotional and activity. It will be hosted by the Bingles at the 
Kenyons’ home. Weather permitting, there will be a slip-n-
slide in the afternoon and a bonfire to roast marshmallows on 
at night. Hiram Kemp, new FSOP student who attends here 
while enrolled at school (and not fill-in preaching somewhere 
else), will give the Bible message. If you have questions and/or 
would like to help, please see Brian or Jagie or Rene!

(continued from above) to them! Unlike the “thorny” soil, it 
resists the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches, 
allowing the word of God to overcome! The “good” soil con-
tinues to bear fruit! These have a sincere desire to hear God’s 
word and are willing to receive and obey it. Luke says they 
have an “honest and good heart” (Luke 8:15). Which of these 
soils is more like our heart?
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Who Controls Your Life?
Robert Notgrass

Imagine for a moment that your life is represented by a circle. Inside that 
circle, in the very center, is a throne. On that throne sits, by your choosing, 

the ruling influence in your life. Who is sitting on the throne of your heart?

Some put their enemies on the throne of their hearts. These people allow 
their enemies to consume their lives because hate for their enemies controls their 
thoughts, their actions and their attitudes. Some put their friends on the throne 
of their hearts. Many allow their friends to dictate what they wear, what they 
say, what they do, even what they believe about God. Friends can be a blessing 
or they can be a curse. In the Bible, we read about Amnon who had the wrong 
kind of friends (2 Samuel 13). Even in the New Testament, we are warned, “Be 
not deceived: Evil companionships corrupt good morals” (1 Corinthians 15:33). 
Most people, though, put self on the throne of their hearts. They say, “What’s in 
it for me?” and that becomes the determining factor in the lives of those who are 
dominated by self. If we will stop and think, however, the most miserable person 
and the most selfish person are one and the same!

Thus, we should put Christ on the throne of our hearts. If we want to experience 
an abundant life now (John 10:10) and an eternal life in heaven (Romans 6:23), 
we must allow Christ to rule our lives! Christ is Lord (Acts 2:36). The word 
“Lord” means master, owner; one who has power or authority over another. So, is 
He your Lord? You know He wants the best for you. Know this; Jesus said, “Not 
everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he 
who does the will of My Father in heaven” (Matthew 7:21). He has also said, “But 
why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do the things which I say?” (Luke 
6:46). In our individual lives, if Jesus is not Lord of all, He is not Lord at all.

Each of us will serve someone. Each of us will put someone on the throne of 
our hearts. It may be our enemies, our friends or loved ones, ourselves, Christ or 
some other. We are going to serve someone! Whom do you serve? Who is your 
lord? Who controls your life?

Who Controls Your Life?

I



You Show Me What I Am
Andy Robison 

Burton Coffman relates a story from William Barclay’s commentary in which an ancient heathen 
man hated a particular righteous man. His reason was thus stated once to the righteous man: 
The man guilty of a lifestyle of debauchery said to the much more upright individual, “I hate 

you; because every time I meet you, you show me what I am.”

If honesty were inescapable, this statement would be repeated many times over from the lips of those 
wicked souls who persecute the righteous. Sometimes the simple living of a righteous life is provocative 
enough to get the unrighteous quite angry. Christians trying to humbly follow their God may receive 
every form of persecution from tongue-lashings to physical scourging just because those who are not 
trying to humbly follow God do not like it that some are. In many cases, Christians have neither been 
arrogant nor confrontational about the differences of lifestyle. It is just that the immoral see an indictment 
of their depraved lifestyle when they encounter one who has learned to exercise self-control.

The Bible warned that this would be the case and told Christians how to respond. Christians should be 
ready to answer their opponents, and continue to keep “a good conscience, that when they defame you as 
evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed” (1 Peter 3:15-16).

It is disturbing, but should not be surprising to Christians, that some non-Christians would despise 
their lifestyle. Peter reminded, “Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try 
you, as though some strange thing happened to you” (1 Peter 4:12). Jesus gave similar warnings in John 
15:18-19 and 16:1-2.

This unique trend has its other, more subtle references in Scripture. Consider that Noah “condemned 
the world.” “By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, 
prepared an ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of 
the righteousness which is according to faith” (Hebrews 11:7).

Yet, how did Noah condemn the world? Strictly according to this verse, it was by his righteous, 
obedient act of “preparing an ark” at God’s instructions. Yes, Noah had done some preaching, but his 
simple righteousness was enough to pass judgment on the world’s wickedness.

Consider Luke 11:32: “The men of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment with this generation and 
condemn it, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater than Jonah is here.” How, 
literally, would dead men from Nineveh’s prior time rise up and condemn the generation of Jesus? 
Literally, it would not be. However, figuratively, they had already done so. They were a generation that 
quickly did an about-face in response to the preaching of a prophet of God. Jesus’ generation showed no 
signs of doing so. Those who did the right thing condemned those who did not—just by doing the right 
thing.

Christians need to be, by definition, humble servants of God. They should seek to avoid antagonism 
with those in the brotherhood of man. They should not provoke a fight with stinging words or malicious 
intent. Though, if this peaceful attitude does not eliminate all persecution, then they should heed the 
simple words of 1 John 3:13, “Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you.”



September 21, 2014    
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ................................David Williams.
Prayer .......................................................... C. J. Grimes.
                                     10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ......................................David Williams.
Song Leader ............................................ Jas.on Hendrix
Opening Prayer .......................................  Stacey Paulin
Closing Prayer ........................................ Antonio Martin
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ...............................................Paul Romine
Opening Prayer .........................................Steve Hunley
Closing Prayer ..........................................Frank Hamby
Greeters .......................................Frank & Ginny Hamby
Att. Cards......... ........Sebas.tian Rapley & Antonio Martin
Open & Close Building ..................................... Phil Fife

Wed. September 24, 2014
Song Leader .................................................Ken Walker 
Opening Prayer ............................................. Jim Turner 
Closing Prayer ........................................Charles. Paulin

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231 

Sunday,  September 28, 2014
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ..................................Kyle Williams.
Prayer .........................................................Frank Hamby

10:30 A.M.    
Announcements ......................................David Williams. 
Song Leader ............................................ Jas.on Hendrix
Opening Prayer ....................................Tucker Sweeney
Closing Prayer ......................................... Stacey Paulin
                                      6:00 P.M. 
Song Leader ...............................................Paul Romine
Opening Prayer .......................................... C. J. Grimes.
Closing Prayer ....................................... John McShane
Greeters ............................................. The Bingle Family
Att. Cards .................Quadarius. As.kew & Antonio Martin
Open & Close Building ..................................... Phil Fife
                         Wed. Oct. 1, 2014
Song Leader ...........................................  Jas.on Hendrix
Opening Prayer .........................................Frank Hamby
Closing Prayer .................................................. Phil Fife

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~  .  
Aug 24 ................................. $4,454.15
Aug 31 ................................. $4,660.00
Sep 07 .................................. $4,967.00
Sep 14 .................................. $3,794.01
Contribution Average ..........$4,511.03
2014 Weekly Budget ........... $4,256.38

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Bobby Sheumaker ......... Table  ..........................Sam Crow
Fred Rapley .................. Assist ..................... Kyle Williams.

Prayer List
Our Members:  Louise Starks is not doing well. Rosalind 

Coleman, Dick & Joyce Burbage, Duane Nelson, Jac-
quelin Dopwell & Margaret Coone.

Relatives:  Billy Harrison, (cousin of Fred Rapley), Bob 
Kirkland,Wayne Hendrix, Mary & Chris Exum.

Shut In Members: Ann Howard,Virginia Plumlee, Bill 
Burton & Louise Starks.

Others:  Katelyn Vincent has a cyst on the brain. Bill Car-
roll is recuperating at home. Mary Exum, Chris Exum, 
Frank Wood, Christina Fuessner & Bonnie Hendricks.        

Upcoming Events  
Sept. 20th: - Men’s Breakfast will be at the So. Florida 

Avenue congregation in Lakeland at 8:00 am.
Sept. 20th: - The Youth Devotional and Activity will be 

hosted by the Bingles at the Kenyons’ home.
Sept. 21st - 24th: The Second Annual Sebring Lectures. 

Brian Kenyon will be the speaker for both Sunday  
morning services.  There will different speakers each 
evening beginning at 6:00 pm on Sunday & 7:00 pm 
each weekday evening.

Oct. 1st - 22nd: Fall Faith Series at Hilltop Church of 
Christ in Winter Haven each Wednesday evening at 7:30 
pm.  There will be a different speaker every Wednesday 
evening. For more information on these events, please 
see the bulletin board.

Visitors
Mrs. Erica Patterson, Amanda & Ashley. Linda Pennington, 

Mrs. Wanda Powell & Amy. Alecia Smith & Latraile, Mr. & 
Mrs. Daniel Stearsman & sons.  Mr. & Mrs. Chad Tagtow & 
children.

Hither, Thither and Yon
Ron &Judy Ford will be in North Carolina for about three 

months. Kenny & Reba French are traveling west & will be 
gone 3 weeks. Please keep these, and others who are traveling 
in your prayers.  Also remember the men and women who are 
serving in the military.

September

HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
This Week’s Message

“Standard Equipment”
1230 or 1430 on radio dial or web page

www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com


