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Richard Kelley
The Sweet Words of God

in

of the lord’s way
S E A R C H

Sundays @ 8:30 a.m.  Check local listings

The psalmist said, “How sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey 
to my mouth!” (Psalm 119:103). General Robert E. Lee once said, “The Bible is a book 
in comparison with which all others in my eyes are of minor importance, and in all my 
perplexities and distresses has never failed to give me strength” (Gospel Digest 20). Woodrow 
Wilson, 28th President of these United States said, “The Bible is the word of life. I beg that 
you will read it and find this out for yourselves” (40).

No other book has been more widely read, distributed and cherished. When the first 
printing press was finally operational in 1455, the choice of what to print first was an easy 
one: the Bible. Before then, men took deep and reverential pains to make copies of this 
book. Clyde M. Woods, former Professor of Bible, Hebrew and Greek at Freed-Hardeman 
College [now University], said of the Old Testament, “One can but marvel at the painstaking 
attention devoted to the transmission of the Hebrew text by generations of Jewish scribes 
which made it possible for our present text of the Old Testament to be so accurate” (19). 
Due to God’s Providence, and for all of man’s enduring affection toward it, there is more 
compelling evidence “for the text of the Bible than for any other document of comparable 
antiquity” (18).

Even in the face of its worst critics, and those who wish to destroy it, the Bible lives 
on. French infidel Voltaire claimed the Bible would be erased; he was erased, and his house 
was used for printing Bibles. Some rulers of Rome ordered all known copies burned. The 
Bible lives on. Its critics were slicing it in pieces and tossing it into the fire in Jeremiah’s day 
(Jeremiah 36:23). The Bible lives on.

The psalmist was right when he said, “Forever, O Lord, is thy word settled in heaven” 
(Psalm 119:89). God, through Isaiah, said his Word, “...shall not return unto me void, but 
it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it” 
(55:11). Jesus said, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away” 
(Matthew 24:35).

The Bible is the written revelation of God to man, and it provides for his every need. No 
other book, ancient or modern, begins to compare with its value. It cannot be destroyed, as 
it lives forever (1 Peter 1:23). It will be open at the doorstep of eternity to judge our hearts 
(Revelation 20:12). May we each treasure it in our hearts (Psa. 119:11) and join together in 
the sweet melody, “Precious Bible, book divine, lamp to my feet and a light to my way, to 
guide me safely home.”



death, if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from 
the dead.

It is most important for a person, while in the youth of life, 
to understand that he/she should live for God, knowing that 
eventually accountability will have to be given for the manner 
in which an individual has lived.

Rejoice, O young man in your youth, And let your heart 
cheer you in the days of your youth; Walk in the ways of your 
heart, And in the sight of your eyes; But know that for all these 
God will bring you into Judgment, Therefore remove sorrow 
from your heart, And put away evil from your flesh, For 
childhood and youth are vanity. Remember now your Creator 
in the days of your youth, Before the difficult days come, And 
the years draw near when you say, I have no pleasure in them. 
(Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:1)

It is indeed sad and regrettable that so many young 
people seek fame and fortune or become so involved in their 
profession/work and leave Jesus Christ out of their hearts and 
lives. They should know that the young do die as well as the 
fact that old people must die.

As we are often prone to say, “This is the bottom line,” 
and according to the Word of God this is it: “Let us hear the 
conclusion of this whole matter: Fear God and keep His 
commandments, For this is man’s all. For God will bring every 
work into judgment, Including every secret thing, Whether 
good or evil” (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14). The King James Version 
renders verse 13 as follows: “Let us hear the conclusion of the 
whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this 
is the whole duty of man.” It is understood that the word “duty” 
in this verse was supplied by the translators and is not found in 
the original text. The Septuagint Version has it in this manner: 
“Hear the end of the matter, the sum: Fear God, and keep his 
commandments; for this is the whole man.” The meaning is 
that the real purpose for every person’s existence on this earth 
is to fear God and obey His will. This will produce happiness 
and contentment in one’s life. When this is done, there is no 
reason to be afraid to stand before our Lord on the Judgment 
Day when we will give account of “the things done in the 
body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad” (2 
Corinthians 5:10).

From youth to old age, life is but “a vapor that appears 
for a little time and then vanishes away” (James 4:14). The 
young woman’s physical beauty fades with the passing of 
time, and the handsome young man’s body becomes weak and 
is no longer as straight as once it was. Ultimately death, the 
Grim Reaper, comes to everyone and the “dust will return to 
the earth as it was, And the spirit will return to God who gave 
it” (Ecclesiastes 12:7). Only the life lived for the Lord will be 
rewarded by God’s infinite grace, eternal life with God and all 
the redeemed.

I read the obituary column in the local and area newspapers 
(online) practically every morning. This is a habit I developed 
over the years because my family and I have lived in various 
cities in the state and we know people in every location. In a 
humorous fashion I might say that I read the daily obituary 
column to make sure that mine is not listed there.

In the past two weeks I have observed that two different 
families made the choice to use pictures of their departed loved 
ones when they were young. The pictures of the two ladies 
depicted the beauty of their youth. However, at the time of 
their deaths they both were in their 80s. The obituaries detailed 
the various activities and accomplishments of these two ladies 
during their lifetimes and both were very impressive. You know 
when you have a picture in front of you and reading the obituary 
of the person it really comes home to you that regardless of the 
beauty of youth and the achievements attained in life, death 
will eventually come to each person. The inspired writer 
informs us in Hebrews 9:27: “And as it is appointed for men to 
die once, but after this the judgment” (NKJV). The Preacher in 
Ecclesiastes 9:5 wrote: “For the living know that they will die.” 
In Ecclesiastes 12 the writer details the aging process from 
youth to old age and eventually death. I often relate to people 
who are growing older that “I have observed in life that people 
who have birthdays have a tendency to live longer.” But there 
comes a time when a “man goes to his eternal home, And the 
mourners go about the streets” (Ecclesiastes 12:5).

When we appear before the Judge of all the ages, our 
physical features will not be the criterion of our acceptance 
or rejection concerning our eternal destiny. In Proverbs 31:30, 
we learn that “Charm is deceitful and beauty is passing, But a 
woman who fears the Lord, she shall be praised.” What is true 
of the woman is also true of the man. The accomplishments in 
life will be meaningless unless the individual standing before 
the Lord was a faithful son/daughter of God.

The apostle Paul achieved much in life and possessed a 
rich heritage, but listen to what he said about such matters as 
found in Philippians 3:7-11:

But what things were gain to me, these I have counted 
loss for Christ. Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the 
excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for 
whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as 
rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in Him, not having 
my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is 
through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by 
faith; that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, 
and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His 

Beauties and the Beast 
(Death)

 -- by Raymond Elliott



Sunday, September 13, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ..................................Frank Hamby.
Prayer .......................................................Charles Paulin
                                     10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ................................... Jimmy. Sweeney.
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ...................................... David Williams
Closing Prayer .............................................Tim Croson
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ...............................................Paul Romine
Opening Prayer ........................................ Stacey. Paulin
Closing Prayer ..............................................David Deal
Greeters ........................................................... The Fifes
Att. Cards......... .......................... Quadarius and Antonio
Open & Close Building ........................ Jimmy. Sweeney.

Wed. Sept 16, 2015
Song Leader ..............................................Steve Hunley. 
Opening Prayer ..............................................Jeff Bingle 
Closing Prayer ............................................. Ky.le Bingle

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231 

Sunday,  September 20, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class......................................Ky.le Bingle
Prayer............................................................Ken Walker
                                     10:30 A.M.    
Announcements...................................Jimmy. Sweeney.
Song Leader.............................................Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer......................................Fred Strickland
Closing Prayer..........................................Josh Estridge                           
                                      6:00 P.M.
Song Leader..............................................Paul Romine
Opening Prayer........................................Steve Hunley.
Closing Prayer.............................................Ken Walker 
Greeters...........................Brenda Mask & Melissa Craft 
Att. Cards...........................................Paul & Sebastian
Open & Close Building.......................Jimmy. Sweeney.                                                                                                                                          
                             Wed. Sept 23, 2015
Song Leader................................................Ken Walker          
Opening Prayer......................................David Williams
Closing Prayer.............................................Jim Turner

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~  .  
Aug  16 ................................ $4,723.09
Aug  23 ................................ $4,080.55
Aug  30 ................................ $4,984.70
Sept 06 ................................ $4,562.00
Contribution Average ......... $4,662.24
2015 Weekly Budget ........... $4,302.98

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

John McShane ............... Table  ................... Charles Paulin
Bob Cooper ................... Assist  .......................C.J. Grimes

Prayer List
Our Members: Taleah Anderson is now in Oakbridge Re-

hab Center after back surgery.  Elizabeth Tubbs is home 
with bronchitis. Also keep Ginny Hamby, Brenda Mask, 
Jim Turner, Jacqueline Dopwell, and Margaret Coone in 
prayer. 

Relatives:   Wayne Hendrix, Trevor Hutchinson, (Becky 
Sheumaker’s brother in law,) and Barry Richardson.

Shut In Members: Virginia Plumlee, Bill Burton, Dick & 
Joyce Burbage and Duane Nelson.

Others:  Chrissi Fuesner, Shirley Randall (sister of a friend 
of Sharon Egolf ),who has cancer.

September

  HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
This Week

“Are You a Chicken”
WONN 1230 or WLKF 1430  or on web page
www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com

Upcoming Events

Visitors
Dr. Debra Pavlovic-Okolichany, Amanda Patterson, Pat 

Haynes, Leigh Anne Garland, Anthony Payne, and Simeon 
Payne.  

Congratulations
Nevaeh Sydney Cox was born on Monday August 31st to 

Ron & Kristin Cox. 

Sept. 12th: Ladies’ Brunch at the North Jackson Ave. Church 
of Christ in Bartow at 9:00 a.m. Flyer is on the bulletin 
board.

Sept. 13th: There will be a Lads to Leaders meeting in the 
fellowship hall at 4:00 p.m.

Sept. 15th: FSOP Ladies’ class at 7:00 p.m.
Sept. 19th: Men’s Breakfast at the Hilltop Church of Christ 

in Winter Haven at 8:00 a.m.
Sept. 20th: Ladies’ Planning meeting after morning services.

Hither Thither and Yon
Kenny & Reba French, Phil & Dottie Fife and Bobby 

& Linda Simpson are traveling. Please keep all these in our 
prayers for safe travels.
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Brian

The title of this article comes from a quote by Rick Kenyon at the 2015 6th Street Labor Day lectureship. When many 
who read this article think of slavery, they think of the period of history in our country that eventually culminated in 
the Civil War. However, slavery had been around long before the first books of the Bible were written by Moses. God’s 
word simply regulated a practice that was already in existence. Of course, if masters treated their slaves and slaves 
responded to their masters as the New Testament directs (Eph. 6:5-9; Col. 3:22-25), there would be no need for forced 
slavery! However, the slavery focused in the remainder of this article is the slavery to Christ. All of us are slaves right 
now, either “of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness” (Rom. 6:16). The only way to get from 
being a slave of sin to being a slave of righteousness is to obey “from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were 
delivered” (Rom. 6:17), which refers back to baptism, which is a form of the death, burial, and 
resurrection of Christ (Rom. 6:3-4). Herein lies the most obvious difference from the forced slavery 
of the secular world. Slavery to righteousness, which is slavery to Christ, is completely voluntary! 
It is not forced. Since it is not forced, we have to make the conscientious decision to follow Christ, 
no matter the consequences. Jesus said, “If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before 
it hated you .... If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you” (John 15:18-20). (continued below)

The “Bravery of Slavery”

Saturday, Sept. 12 The youth devo and activity 
will be an “abbreviated version” bonfire at the Kenyons 
from 6:30-9:30. There is a sign-up sheet on bulletin board. 
Sunday, Sept. 13 There will be a L2L meeting in 
the fellowship room at 4:00 p.m. Pray for our 
young people and their mentors as we enter full-
swing into L2L “season.” We have a great group 
of young people. Let us encourage them!

Join Us In
Memory

Verses

One of the areas we have challenged our 
youth is to memorize 100 Bible verses 
(“Centurion of Scripture” in L2L terms) by 
the end of February. We would love for the 
whole church to join us, no matter the age!

Matthew 1:18-23 The Birth of Jesus 

What’s Happening
(continued from above) Deciding to follow Christ, knowing 
that persecution will come (Matt. 5:10-12; 2 Tim. 3:12; 
1 Pet. 4:12-16), takes courage! However, the reward is 
much greater than the “sufferings of this present time” 
(Rom. 8:18). Not only do we have the support of one 
another, but, most importantly, we have the support of 
our Master, Jesus Christ, who has promised to give us rest 
(Matt. 11:28-30). Let us not be a wimp and be a slave to the 
world. Rather, let us be a brave slave of Jesus!

The Book of Matthew
Let Brian know if you still need a copy of 
the questions in order to study at home!


