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Highway deaths are on the increase. One reason for that, according to a study by the 
government’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration is probably no surprise: 
distracted drivers. Distractions have always been an issue, but the new technologies 
that have burst on the scene have multiplied the problem. “Drivers talk on their cell 
phones, check their email or send text messages. They get directions from their GPS 
system, pop a CD into their stereo, change stations on satellite radio or help their kids 
with the backseat DVD player.” The study – which tracked hundreds of drivers in the 
Washington, D.C. area for over a year, and used sensor monitors to gather video and 
data about their behavior in the vehicles – “found that 8 of 10 collisions or near-crashes 
involved a lack of attention from drivers” just before impact. The study found that “a 
driver’s reaching for a moving object increased the risk” of a wreck nine times. Dialing 
a cellphone increased the risk of a wreck almost 3 times. Drowsy driving increased the 
likelihood of a wreck or near-wreck 4 to 6 times.

Distractions cause crashes! Distractions also cause an even greater destruction. 
Jesus taught with many parables, one of which was the Parable of the Sower (see Mark 
4:1-9). In the parable, He described how a farmer sowed seed (representing the Word 
of God), and it came in contact with four different types of soils (representing the 
hearts of people). Observe Jesus’ explanation of the “thorny soil” (heart): “Now these 
are the ones sown among thorns; they are the ones who hear the word, and the cares of 
this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things entering in choke 
the word, and it becomes unfruitful” (Mark 4:18-19). What causes the Word of God to 
become unfruitful in this type of heart? In a word, distractions! The result: destruction! 
See John 15:1-8. However, Jesus taught that the heart – the good soil – that receives 
the Word of God with faith and obedience becomes fruitful unto eternal life! A “good 
heart” accepts the Good News (the Gospel) that Jesus died on the cross for our sins so 
that we might have eternal life.

A “good heart” RESPONDS to the Gospel by placing his faith and trust in Jesus 
(Acts 16:30-31), turns from sin in repentance (Acts 17:30-31), confesses Christ before 
men (Romans 10:9-10), and is baptized (immersed) in His name for the forgiveness of 
sins (Acts 2:38).

A “good heart” will also retain the seed of God’s Word, and through faithful 
perseverance, bear fruit that leads to eternal life (Luke 8:15; Romans 6:22). Don’t be 
distracted. Focus on the Word of God through your trusting obedience. Won’t you?

David A. Sargent

The Problem of Distractions
David A. Sargent

The Problem of Distractions



The Partnership Of Parents 
And Bible School Teachers

by Dan Williams

As are young people are growing up surrounded by godliness, promiscuity, and violence it 
is crucial that they’d be well grounded in the truth of God’s word (Psalm 119:9 -11). In an 
increasingly negative world we dare not take Bible school for granted: it provides children with 

a place where they’re taught positive moral values by positive adult role models with a positive peer group 
– and that’s a difficult combination to beat!

I’m so very thankful for the work of caring and committed Bible school teachers! However, they cannot 
do it alone! In order for young people to get the most benefit from their Bible classes there should be a 
partnership between parents and Bible school teachers. If you are a parent who is concerned about the 
spiritual development of your children, here are six practical steps you can take to increase the benefit your 
child receives from Bible School:

1. TALK TO YOUR CHILDREN ABOUT THEIR BIBLE CLASS. Ask them what they studied 
and get them to tell you what they have learned. When you take an interest in the content of their spiritual 
education you’re communicating its importance.

2. TALK TO THEIR TEACHERS. Let them know if you appreciate and support their efforts. After 
all, they are unpaid volunteers who go to a great deal of trouble because they care for your children! And 
let’s be honest - children are children, not angels! Let your child’s Bible teacher know that as a concerned 
parent you would like to be informed of any the discipline problems which you need to address. When 
parents make it clear they will support the efforts of the Bible school teacher to have an orderly learning 
environment it makes behavior problems much less likely.

3. MAKE SURE TO HAVE YOUR WHOLE FAMILY IN BIBLE CLASS ON TIME. It is 
disruptive and discouraging to have students wandering in throughout the class period. Again, as parents 
we must demonstrate the priority of Bible study to our family, and one practical way to do this is to make a 
point of leaving home early enough to be on time for Bible class!

4. MAKE SURE TO HAVE YOUR WHOLE FAMILY IN BIBLE CLASS CONSISTENTLY. No 
one could possibly receive an education in public schools if they only attended every now and then; the 
same is true with Bible School. Our classes meet every Sunday morning and Wednesday night; make sure 
your children’s Bible education doesn’t have huge “gaps” caused by irregular attendance (Luke 4: 16).

5. MAKE SURE EVERYONE HAS THEIR BIBLE WITH THEM. This not only emphasizes the 
purpose of Bible School (to study God’s word), but it also reinforces our goal of making each student 
familiar with their Bible so they may read it profitably on their own (2 Timothy 2:15, Acts 17:11).

6. AND MOST IMPORTANT, DON’T EXPECT THE BIBLE SCHOOL TO DO IT ALL! Our 
Bible school program is a wonderful blessing, but it is intended to be a supplement to the work of parents, 
not a substitute for it. Do not neglect family prayers, devotions, and Bible readings. Make sure your 
conversations at home reflect spiritual values. Have Christian books, music, and videos as an alternative 
to negative influences. And remember your character and conversation in the home is the most powerful 
teaching tool available to your children (Deuteronomy 6:6-9).

As parents let’s take full advantage of one of the best tools we have to influence our children for good 
and for God!              

 --- via the Walter Hill Church Bulletin



Sunday, August 30, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ...................................... Jim Turner
Prayer .........................................................Frank Hamby.
                                     10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ..................................... Fred Strickland
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ................................................  Phil Fife
Closing Prayer ........................................David Williams
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader .................................................. Jim Turner
Opening Prayer ............................................Ken Walker
Closing Prayer ............................................ C.J. Grimes
Greeters ..................................Ty.ler & Jessica Anderson
Att. Cards......... ................................... Paul & Sebastian
Open & Close Building ................................... Bob Pratt

Wed. Sept 2, 2015
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix 
Opening Prayer ...................................... John McShane 
Closing Prayer ......................................David Anderson

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231 

Sunday,  September 6, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class......................................Ken Walker
Prayer.......................................................John McShane
                                     10:30 A.M.    
Announcements...................................Jimmy. Sweeney.
Song Leader.............................................Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer.....................................David Anderson
Closing Prayer........................................Ty.ler Anderson                           
                                      6:00 P.M.
Song Leader.........................................Tucker Sweeney.
Opening Prayer..............................................Jeff Bingle
Closing Prayer..............................................Ky.le Bingle 
Greeters...................................David & Tony.a Anderson 
Att. Cards.......................................................Paul & Ian
Open & Close Building........................Jimmy. Sweeney.                                                                                                                                          
                             Wed. Sept 9, 2015
Song Leader......................................................Bill Long           
Opening Prayer.........................................Frank Hamby.
Closing Prayer.............................................Ken Walker

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~  .  
Aug  02 ................................ $4,987.72
Aug  09 ................................ $4,637.10
Aug  16 ................................ $4,723.09
Aug  23 ................................ $4,080.55
Contribution Average ......... $4,655.70
2015 Weekly Budget ........... $4,302.98

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

John McShane ............... Table  ................... Charles Paulin
Bob Cooper ................... Assist  .......................C.J. Grimes

Prayer List
Our Members:  Jim Turner had some routine tests that came 

back with reason for concern. Please pray as he goes for 
follow up testing. Pam Share is recuperating from back 
surgery last Friday in South Africa. The surgery was a 
success and she is doing much better.  Duane Nelson is in 
L.R.M.C with pneumonia. Please no visitors at this time. 
Taleah Anderson is scheduled for back surgery on Aug. 
31st at Bartow Memorial Hospital. Also keep Brenda 
Mask, Ginny Hamby, Jacqueline Dopwell, and Margaret 
Coone in prayer. 

Relatives:   Wayne Hendrix.
Shut In Members: Virginia Plumlee, Bill Burton, Dick & 

Joyce Burbage.
Others:  Chrissi Fuesner, Brenda Darnell, Keller Stephens, 

Glenn Welch, Christopher Edler, Rodney Gasden and 
family, Rachel Long (granddaughter of Bill & Carlene 
Long) and Lydia Tubbs.

September

  HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
This Week

.Babe Ruth.
WONN 1230 or WLKF 1430  or on web page
www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com

Upcoming Events

Visitors
Dub & Shirley Hill, Christy Wright, Donisha Curtis, Carl 

and Christopher Edler.

 
August 29th: Corn Roast here at the building. Corn will be 

served at 4:00 p.m and dinner at 5:00 p.m. Please bring 
a covered dish and drinks. There will be a donation for 
the corn and meat. 

September 6th: Fellowship In Service will follow the eve-
ning services. Please bring finger foods.

September 7th:  22nd Labor Day Lectureship at the Sixth 
Street Church of Christ starting at 9:00 a.m. The theme 
is “Be Thou Faithful In All Things.” See the flyer on the 
bulletin board for speakers and more details.

Watch . . .

Sundays @ 8:30 a.m. Check local listings
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Return Service Requested

Brian

We need
you

Have You Considered Being a Bible Class Teacher?
We are looking for teachers to teach in our 
Fall quarter, which begins in September. If 
you would like to teach, please see Brian.  

“Munching with Matthew”
Help us “kick-off” our L2L program by joining us at 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday, Aug. 30, in the fellowship hall. As we enjoy a light 
snack (provided), Brian and others will present 
the program, take questions, and encourage 
volunteers, while the children sign-up for events!

With school underway, this is a good time to reevaluate our spiritual (and mental) maturity. Sometimes kids (and adults)
grow up with the idea that nothing is their fault. If they misbehave, it is always someone else who made them do it. If it’s 
bad grades, it must be the teacher’s fault. No matter what, some people look away from themselves to put the blame on 
someone else. People have not changed much since the first couple. Adam blamed God for giving him the woman who 
made him sin (Genesis 3:11-12). Eve blamed the serpent for her sin, but since God made it (Genesis 3:1), she indirectly 
blamed Him (Genesis 3:13). If we are ever going to grow up and be spiritually (and mentally) successful, we must take 
responsibility in at least three areas of life. First, we are responsible for our attitude. The wise man 
said, “For as he thinks in his heart, so is he” (Proverbs 23:7). Thoughts cause feelings! Yes, there are 
real mental disorders and true chemical imbalances that can cause people to feel certain ways, but as a 
general rule, our attitude is our responsibility. We must think more wholesome thoughts (Philippians 
4:8)! When our attitude is what it ought to be, our spiritual (and mental) life will be much more 
productive! Second, we are responsible for our words. The words we speak are an indication of our 
attitude. Jesus said, “For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks ... I say to you that for 
every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment. (continued below)

We Are Responsible!

(continued from above) For by your words you will be 
justified, and by your words you will be condemned” 
(Matthew 12:34-37). Justification or condemnation is 
at stake because words reveal our heart! Third, we are 
responsible for our actions. Again, our attitude (“heart”) 
not only determines our speech, but also our actions. Paul 
said that each person will be judged “according to what 
he has done” (2 Corinthians 5:10). John also confirmed 
that judgment will be “according to his [a person’s] 
works” (Revelation 20:13). Though others may influence 
us, we are responsible for our own actions! We cannot 
grow spiritually (or emotionally) as God wants until we 
are willing to take responsibility for our attitudes, our 
words, and our actions! Repentance is impossible without 
first taking responsibility, admitting we are wrong, and 
turning to God. Are we taking responsibility?

Pray for our children that they may  overcome 
through Christ that which “exalts itself 
against the knowledge of God”! We love our 
young people and those who work with them!


