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Taking Personal Responsibility

Brian

Sunday, September 14 will be our next Lads to 
Leaders day. Our young people are working on memory verses, 
forming Bible bowl teams, and piecing together puppet scripts. 
They will soon be in full song leading mode and speech writing. 
We have a great group of young people and adult volunteers!
Saturday, September 20 will be our next youth 
devotional and activity. It will be hosted by the Bingles. 
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Our youth group has begun a focused study 
of ONE as revealed in these epistles of Paul!

“Pew Packers” will meet every Sun-
day evening at 5:45 to learn the Bible!

From the first sin in the Bible until this present hour, too many people blame everything they do wrong on some-
body or something else. Adam blamed “The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and 
I ate” (Genesis 3:12). Eve blamed “The serpent,” who “deceived me, and I ate,” but since God made the serpent 
(Genesis 3:1), she also, in a round about way, blamed God! In both these cases, they admitted to sinning, but it 
was because of something else! Who do people today blame? Their parents, their teachers, their friends, or some 
other extenuating circumstances? The problem with blaming others is that unless we ourselves have godly sorrow 
for what we ourselves have done, we will never repent and get right with God (2 Corinthians 7:10). There is no 
record of Adam and Eve repenting, even though God gave them several opportunities through 
the questions He asked them (Genesis 3:9, 11, 13)! We will never repent, be forgiven, and grow 
spiritually unless we take personal responsibility for our sins! Thanks be to God that “If we 
confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrigh-
teousness” (1 John 1:9). When we sin, let us be man enough or woman enough to admit it, take 
personal responsibility, repent, and confess that sin to God and any one else that we sinned 
against. Only then can we, as God’s children, be forgiven and grow spiritually!

The Florida School of Preaching students and 
staff express their appreciation for the wonderful 
goodies, both edible and non-edible, that the youth 
group prepared and gave on the first day of school!

Thank
You, teachers, who volunteered!
We love and appreciate your sacrifices!

serve
God
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Going from or Going to 
Wade Webster

 

Someone observed, “If your treasure is on earth, you are going from it; 
if it is in heaven, you are going to it” (Blanchard, John. Gathered Gold. 
Durham, England: Evangelical Press, 1989, p. 271). Are we going from 

or going to our treasures? I believe that this is a question that each of us needs to 
seriously consider.

The New Testament makes it clear that our treasure is supposed to be in heaven. 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus declared, “Lay not up for yourselves treasures 
upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through 
and steal: but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through and steal: for where 
your treasure is, there will your heart be also” (Matthew 6:19-21). It seems clear 
that many in Jesus’ day had their treasures on the earth. For them, life was all 
about the treasures that they had here (Luke 12:15). Mammon was their master 
(Matthew 6:24).

The rich young ruler is a great example of a man who had his treasure upon the 
earth. Matthew records, “And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, 
what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life? And he said unto him, 
Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God: but if thou 
wilt enter into life, keep the commandments. He saith unto him, Which? Jesus 
said, Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not 
steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Honour thy father and thy mother: and, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. The young man saith unto him, All these 
things have I kept from my youth up: what lack I yet? Jesus said unto him, If thou 
wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have 
treasure in heaven: and come and follow me. But when the young man heard that 
saying, he went away sorrowful: for he had great possessions” (Matthew 19:16-
22). For the rich young ruler, following Jesus was going from rather than to his 
treasures.

I am afraid that many today are like the rich young ruler. The journey to heaven 
would involve going from rather than to their treasures. Their affections are on 
things on the earth, rather than on things in heaven (Colossians 3:2). Let’s never 
forget that whatever treasures we have here will one day be left behind. The only 
things that we will have for eternity are the things that we have laid up in heaven.



And a Little Child Shall Lead Them 
T. Pierce Brown (deceased)

 

The subtitle of this article might be, “Stop, look and listen.” My least granddaughter, 
Chelsea, almost 3-years-old, came into my study while I was sitting in front of my 
computer working on my workbook, The Mind of Christ. She said, “Paka, may I do my 

artificials?” I felt sure I would like to see her do her artificials, but I had no idea what they were. 
So I asked. (That is the proper thing to do when you do not know something. It is seldom proper 
to hide your ignorance from a child – or any other person – for they will soon find out anyway.) 
She replied, “They are compediate letters.” That sounded like a good word, from “com,” a Latin 
prefix meaning “with” and “pedi,” a Latin form meaning “foot,” but I did not remember it, so I 
punched the buttons on my computer for the Thesaurus and it was not there. Then, I got up and 
went to my big unabridged Webster’s of over 3,200 pages and did not find it. So I stopped and 
said, “Show me what you mean.”

She sat down at the keyboard and ran her little stubby fingers over it at random. Since I knew 
that she knew at least part of the alphabet, and do not like to see people wasting time when they 
can be doing something constructive, I said, “Why do you not type the alphabet?” She replied, 
“No, not now. I just want to do artificials.”

 After looking and listening for a while, I discovered that “artificials” were not real meaningful 
letters, but were made just by playing around on the keyboard. Although I am sure she had never 
heard anyone use the word “compediate,” I thought, “Since she said that is the same as “artificials,” 
maybe that means ‘just walk your fingers through the keyboard at random.’ After all, if a brilliant 
mathematician has a right to make up “googol” to refer to a number so big he can’t use it, or a 
scientist has a right to make up “argon,” as a Greek term for an inert gas, meaning “it will not 
work,” I suppose Chelsea has a right to make up a word with Latin derivation that eventually 
means “working with letters that do not really mean anything, which – are, therefore, artificial.”

One of the better lessons I got from that experience is that if we stop, look and listen, we may 
learn something – even from little children. If we do not learn anything else, we can at least learn 
what they mean.

 That principle is valid in all teaching and communication of any sort. Even those of us who 
have been teaching teachers how to teach for many years may forget that teaching is really a two-
way street – not just imparting information in the hope that some of what you mean will soak in, 
but listening for feedback to see what your words mean to the persons you are trying to teach.

Another small and incidental lesson which is hard for me to learn is that a person does not 
always have to be doing what I think is constructive and useful to be doing something that is 
worthwhile for them. Solomon might have put it, “There is a time for every event under heaven 
– a time to work and a time to play.” Both grandfather and granddaughter can learn from playing 
if they will take the time to do it – and look and listen while they are doing it.



September 7, 2014    
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ..................................Brian Kenyon
Prayer ............................................................. Sam Crow

10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ......................................David Williams
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ......................................  Charles Paulin
Closing Prayer .............................................Tim Croson
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ...............................................Paul Romine
Opening Prayer ............................................ Kyle Bingle
Closing Prayer ......................................David Anderson
Greeters .........................................The Sweeney Family
Att. Cards......... ........... Paul Sweeney & Ian Enamorado
Open & Close Building ..................................... Phil Fife

Wed. September 10, 2014
Song Leader ................................................. Kyle Bingle 
Opening Prayer .......................................Charles Paulin 
Closing Prayer ..........................................Brian Kenyon

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231 

Sunday,  August 31, 2014
9:30 A.M..

Song at Bible Class ...................................... Jim Turner
Prayer ....................................................Tucker Sweeney

10:30 A.M.    
Announcements ....................................David Anderson 
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ............................................Ken Walker
Closing Prayer .............................................Tim Croson
                                      6:00 P.M. 
Song Leader .................................................. Jim Turner
Opening Prayer ............................................. Sam Crow
Closing Prayer ........................................ Antonio Martin
Greeters ........................................... The Hendrix Family
Att. Cards .................... Ian Enamorado & Paul Sweeney
Open & Close Building ........................ Jimmy Sweeney
                         Wed. September 3, 2014
Song Leader ...........................................  Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ............................................Ken Walker
Closing Prayer ..................................Bobby Sheumaker

~   HOW WE ARE GIVING   ~  .  
Aug 03 ................................. $6,485.10
Aug 10 ................................. $4,630.20
Aug 17 ................................. $4,072.55
Aug 24 ................................. $4,454.15
Contribution Average ......... $4,514.33
2014 Weekly Budget ........... $4,256.38

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Frank Hamby ................. Table  ...................... Paul Romine
Casey Paulin ................. Assist ...................... Chuck Wyatt

August
Prayer List

Our Members:  Bernetta Green fell last week, but has no 
broken bones. She is recuperating at home. Rosalind 
Coleman, Louise Starks, Dick & Joyce Burbage, Duane 
Nelson, Bill Burton, & Margaret Coone

Relatives: Eddie Richardson, Amanda Del Gado, Bob 
Kirkland &Wayne Hendrix.

Shut In Members: Ann Howard,Virginia Plumlee & Louise 
Starks.

Others: Bill Carroll, a former member here will have major 
surgery September 4th in South Carolina. Jeanne Frye 
(Friend of Dottie Fife),  Frank Wood, Christina Fuessner 
& Bonnie Hendricks.        

Upcoming Events 
Sept. 1st: - 21st Annual Labor Day Lectureship at the 6th 

Street Church of Christ. Information on Bulletin Board. 
Sept. 3rd: - The  Ladies Bible class will start again and will 

be each Wednesday at 10:00 am.
Sept. 6th:- Ladies Brunch at the Central Church of Christ 

in Winter Haven at 9:00 am. Check bulletin board.
Sept. 20th: - Men’s Breakfast will be at the So. Florida 

Avenue congregation in Lakeland at 8:00 am.

Visitors
Justin Burt, Larry Exum, W. C. & Shirley Hill, Jane Jessee, 

Kevin & Bethany Pendergrass, Linda Pennington, Haley-May 
Pock, Wanda Powell & Amy, Alicia Smith & Latraile,  Christy 
Wright.                                                                             

New Adresses
Heidi Bingle,C/o Florida College, Box 734, 119N. Glen 

Arven Ave. Temple Terrace, FL 33617.
 Cadet Lester, Darren F.  NMMI MS# 332, 101 W. College 

Blvd. Roswell, NM  88201.  Please send only cards.
We need to encourage our young people while they are away 

at school with cards and letters to let them know how much we 
appreciate them. We also need to pray for them.

September

Kenny French ................ Table  ................... Charles Paulin
Bob Pratt ....................... Assist ...................... C. J. Grimes

HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
This Week’s Message

“Fundamentals”
1230 or 1430 on radio dial or web page

www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com


