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Supporting the Truth
Paul Clement

Supporting the Truth
Paul Clement

The apostle Paul instructed his son in the faith, the evangelist Timothy, to 
“Preach the word” (2 Timothy 4:2). Some of the reasons Timothy was told to 
preach the Word were (1) God’s Word is truth (John 17:17) and (2) the time would 
come when men would turn their ears away from the truth (2 Timothy 4:3-4). In 
this context, Paul said that men would not put up with (endure, tolerate) healthful 
(sound) teaching/doctrine but would satisfy their own desires. It was as though 
they had itching ears. They would seek teachers to “scratch” their itching ears. 
Those who would not endure the sound doctrine and who would turn their ears 
from the truth would turn to teachings made up by men (fables). Paul knew this by 
inspiration, of course, and urged Timothy to preach the Word, knowing that God’s 
Word would counter the fables and false teachings of men.

In God’s plan for the church, we have a primary function that is to be the 
support and foundation of the truth (1 Timothy 3:15). The central purpose of the 
church is found in the Great Commission. We are to preach the Truth, the Gospel 
(Mark 16:15). As Paul told the Ephesians, it is God’s purpose for his manifold 
wisdom to be made known through the church (Ephesians 3:10-11). So, the church 
fulfills an important role in supporting the truth.

The varied duties of Christians are encompassed in this serious responsibility 
to support the Truth. Personal godliness is needed in one who truly supports the 
Truth. Our lives will reflect the extent of our faith and trust in God’s Word. Scriptural 
worship reflects our loyalty and support of the Truth. Acceptable worship toward 
God is to be offered “in truth” (John 4:24). For example, our singing in worship 
without instrumental accompaniment shows our devotion to God and His Truth 
and also indicates our respect for the authority of the Truth.

Some say the truth “speaks for itself.” While I think I understand the intent of 
this statement, the church must know the Truth, set forth the Truth and defend the 
Truth. If we do not know the Truth and know it well, the Truth may suffer at our 
hands. We must be able to contend for and defend the Truth. We must stand up for 
Truth. We must remember our duty is to be the “pillar and the ground of the truth” 
(1 Timothy 3:15).



Five Fundamentals of Truth
Arlis D. Richardson

“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:32). In order to be made free by truth, there 
are five fundamentals of that truth that must be adapted to our lives.

We have to know it. Not only are we commanded to know the Word of God, but there is a crying need 
for us to know it. It is necessary if we are to lead others. It is necessary if we are to properly be guided 
ourselves. Knowledge of God’s Word comforts us. Knowledge is equipment. It is the only offensive 

equipment we have, but we cannot use it to fight Satan if we have not taken possession of it. Some people confuse 
zeal with knowledge, but zeal without knowledge is dangerous (Romans 10:1-2). It is like a loaded gun in the hands 
of a fool. Such can do more harm in a short time than can be repaired in years. A zealous person without knowledge 
is somewhat like an automobile in the hands of a beginner. There is a great possibility of an accident. Knowledge will 
eliminate most problems in the church, but knowledge without zeal is also dangerous (2 Peter 2:20-22), but having 
knowledge and not living in accordance with that knowledge can cost the loss of souls (James 4:17).

Another fundamental is to grow. Knowledge and zeal must be combined for spiritual growth. What about a child 
that does not grow past the baby stage? Some do not grow spiritually because they fail to assemble with God’s people 
where they may learn together (Hebrews 10:25-26). Jesus should be our example. He did not refuse to attend services 
because hypocrites were there (Luke 4:33). We should not be satisfied with only doing our duty (Luke 17:10). Growth 
is assured if we hunger and thirst after righteousness (Matthew 5:6). As material food makes the physical body grow, 
so does spiritual food assure spiritual growth. Poor nutrition and sporadic eating harms the physical body. Likewise 
sporadic spiritual eating will harm us spiritually. Too little of proper food, natural or spiritual, will result in death.

A third fundamental of spiritual truth is to glow. The Christian is a reflected light – like the moon. “Let your light 
so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). 
However, sometimes the light of God is not reflected properly because of lazy living. “I wrote unto the church; but 
Diotrephes, who loveth to have the preeminence among them receiveth us not. Wherefore, if I come, I will remember 
his deeds which he doeth, prating against us with malicious words, and not content therewith, neither doth he himself 
receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them out of the church.” The wicked, who live in 
darkness of sin, can only be guided by the light that Christians reflect from God (Philippians 2:15). Only when this light 
enters do they quit stumbling around. Accidents, in darkness, often result in death, but those wicked in darkness can 
turn from darkness to light (Ephesians 5:8). Christians should not shine only on the outside. If so, our reflected light will 
eventually become hazy. It takes the light shining in the inner man for it to be shown glowing on the outside. “The seed 
is the word of God” (Titus 2:14).

Go. Far too many are at ease in Zion, but go or woe (1 Corinthians 9:16)! “Be baptized” is no more a command 
than “go baptize.” The Gospel was spread all over the known world during the time of Paul (Colossians 1:23). Those 
scattered, preached it everywhere they went (Acts 8:4). The command is “Go,” not “Let them come.” The right attitude 
will cause Christians to be concerned about going – around the corner – and around the world! If we fail to carry out the 
Great Commission command, much of humanity will be lost to Satan and his hell! It will be our fault. Those who are 
physically able must go. Those unable to go can and must send those who can go (Romans 10:12-15).

Sow. The Word of God must be sown in all types of people. “…The seed is the word of God” (Luke 8:11). It is God 
that will give the increase (1 Corinthians 3:6). A farmer does not expect all grain to produce, but trusts in God to give a 
good crop. The farmer still plants plenty of seed. Likewise, Christians must realize all people will not accept the Word 
of God, but they still must plant the seed and let God work to bring forth the fruit from their labors.

In conclusion, when the Word of God is planted, it will enter different types of hearts. After becoming Christians, 
we can only remain good soil and produce good fruit for our Master by knowing the Word of God, growing in that 
knowledge, glowing as the reflected light of Jesus, going to the lost and sowing the same type of seed that produced us 
(as Christians).



Sunday, August 30, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ...................................... Jim Turner
Prayer .........................................................Frank Hamby.
                                     10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ..................................... Fred Strickland
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ................................................  Phil Fife
Closing Prayer ........................................David Williams
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader .................................................. Jim Turner
Opening Prayer ............................................Ken Walker
Closing Prayer ............................................ C.J. Grimes
Greeters ..................................Ty.ler & Jessica Anderson
Att. Cards......... ................................... Paul & Sebastian
Open & Close Building ................................... Bob Pratt

Wed. Sept 2, 2015
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix 
Opening Prayer ...................................... John McShane 
Closing Prayer ......................................David Anderson

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231 

Sunday,  August 23, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class..................................Stacey. Paulin
Prayer............................................................Ken Walker
                                     10:30 A.M.    
Announcements.....................................Fred Strickland
Song Leader.............................................Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer.................................Bobby. Sheumaker
Closing Prayer........................................Ty.ler Anderson                           
                                      6:00 P.M.
Song Leader...............................................Paul Romine
Opening Prayer.................................... .Fred Strickland
Closing Prayer..............................................David Deal 
Greeters.......................................................The Bingles
Att. Cards.......................................Quadarius & Antonio
Open & Close Building.................................. Bob Pratt                                                                                                                                            
                            Wed. August 26, 2015
Song Leader..................................................Jim Turner            
Opening Prayer.................................Bobby. Sheumaker
Closing Prayer.....................................Tucker Sweeney.

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~  .  
July  26 ................................ $4,246.00
Aug  02 ................................ $4,987.72
Aug  09 ................................ $4,637.10
Aug  16 ................................ $4,723.09
Contribution Average ......... $4,673.13
2015 Weekly Budget ........... $4,302.98

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Frank Hamby. ................. Table  .....................Stacey. Paulin
Jim Turner ..................... Assist  ....................Josh Estridge

Prayer List
Our Members:  Ginny Hamby will be having chemo and 

radiation for the next six weeks and surgery in November. 
Duane Nelson has been admitted to L.R.M.C with pneu-
monia. Please no visitors at this time. Ann Howard is back 
home from the hospital. Keep Brenda Mask, Jacqueline 
Dopwell, Elizabeth Tubbs and Margaret Coone in prayer. 

Relatives:   Wayne Hendrix.
Shut In Members: Virginia Plumlee, Bill Burton, Dick & 

Joyce Burbage.
Others:  Chrissi Fuesner, Brenda Darnell, Keller Stephens, 

and Lydia Tubbs.

August

  HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
This Week

.“Precious Promises”.
WONN 1230 or WLKF 1430  or on web page
www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com

Upcoming Events

Visitors
Riley Sine.

Sympathy
Raymond England, Bill & Carlene Longs brother in law 

passed away at the age of 94 in Palmetto FL. Please keep this 
family in your prayers. 

Congratulations
Darlene Thompson has a new grand-daughter born to Jeff 

& Carla Horn. She weighed 7.5 and was born on 8/13/15.

 
August 23rd: Dub Hill will be here to update us on the 

work being done in Russia. He will be speaking at the 
morning service.

August 29th: Corn Roast here at the building. Corn will be 
served at 4:00 p.m and dinner at 5:00 p.m. Please bring a 
covered dish and drinks. There will be a donation for the 
corn and meat. If you plan to attend let the office know 
by Aug 21st.

Thank You
We want to thank everyone for coming to the baby shower. 

Everyone being there to help us celebrate the joy and happiness 
of this special time meant the world to us. We are blessed to 
worship with such loving and generous Christians. In Christian 
love, the Cox family.
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Return Service Requested

Brian

We need
you

Have You Considered Being a Bible Class Teacher?
We are looking for teachers to teach in our 
Fall quarter, which begins in September. If 
you would like to teach, please see Brian.  

Bible Bowl Questions on the
Book of Matthew
Are Now Available

“Munching with Matthew”
Help us “kick-off” our L2L program by joining us at 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday, Aug. 30, in the fellowship hall. As we enjoy a light 

snack (provided), Brian and others will present 
the program, take questions, and encourage 
volunteers, while the children sign-up for events!

Because worldliness often abounds in schools, we must remember to be spiritual people. Let us reflect the character 
of Christ by developing the Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3-10) and the “Christian graces” (2 Peter 1:5-7)! Spirituality

Welcome Back To . . .

Wether we love it or hate it, the time has come to go back to school. 
Public or private schools can be places of distraction from God. 
Below are some things to remember in order to stay faithful to God.

Carefulness
Because temptations will be present at school, especially when we try to “fit in,” we must be careful in our 
associations. Let us always beware of  the devil’s schemes and keep wearing the armor of God (Ephesians 6:10-18)!  

Heaven
Because eternity is at stake, we must remember that heaven is worth any amount suffering we may go through 
from peers at school who may treat us like enemies because we do not run with them in evil (1 Peter 3:15-17; 4:4). 

Love
Because love is the key to everything good (1 Corinthians 13:1-3), we must continue to love, first and foremost, 
God and then our fellow human beings. Let us not just love in word only, but let us also love in action.

Opportunity
Because God opens many doors during school, we must take advantage of the opportunities. First, influence people 
for Good (Matthew 5:13-16). Second, learn to be productive in society, which will also help Christ’s church! 

Optimism
Because God is in control, we must not become discouraged from doing what is right. We may not see the results of 
our hard work (spiritual or secular), but rest assured, God does, and will work things out for good (Romans 8:28).

A few years ago, a preacher 
led a prayer on the Sunday 
before school started 
Monday. He prayed for 
students, but failed to 
mention the teachers. 
In a congregation full of

school teachers, he was lovingly informed how teachers 
need just as many prayers as students. They were right! 
So as school begins, let us pray for students, teachers, 
administrators, and ALL those involved in our schools. 
There is much ungodliness going around that can corrupt 
the minds of children and pressure administrators and 
teachers! Only God’s word can defeat that which “exalts 
itself against the knowledge of God” (2 Corinthians 10:3-
5). True spiritual change can only come thru God’s people!


