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Jesus and the Passover
Hugo McCordRecently, I was reminded again of the enormous skill it takes for a surgeon to 

perform major heart surgery. It is hard to fathom the skill it takes for a doctor to 
work on a man’s heart and the precision it must take to perform bypass surgery. 

Hundreds of bypass surgeries are performed each week in hospitals across the country.
When I think of the people Jesus selected to be his apostles, he selected ordinary 

people. Four of these were fishermen, another a tax collector. We often think, even in 
the church, that we have to have “specialists” to perform some task. 

I believe when we want something done that has to do with eternity, we need to 
pick out the “ordinary” people to get the job done. God invariably has called ordinary 
people to make them extraordinary.

Bear Bryant observed, “Potential never won a game.” Charles Hodge has stated, 
“Brethren, like our culture, are hunting for ‘stars,’ ‘hot-shot preachers,’ talented musi-
cians, ‘gurus with spiritual enlightenment.’ No wonder the church is not growing.” He 
continues, “Simplicity, integrity, humility, holiness are never considered.”

Writing to Christians, Paul in 1Corinthians 3:9 wrote, “...For we are God’s fellow 
workers; you are God’s field, you are God’s building.”

Concentrate on the words --”God’s fellow workers.” God’s design is that God’s people 
are to be workers in his vineyard. Not only that, but if our lives are in accordance with 
his will, we are viewed by God as fellow workers with him in accomplishing his pur-
poses.

You will remember that Jesus said, “I must work the works of Him who sent Me while 
it is day; the night is coming when no one can work” (John 9:4, NKJB). There was a 
sense of urgency in the life of Jesus being “about His Father’s business” (Luke 2:49).

Someone wrote this: “We as brothers and sisters in the family of God, work together 
for the ongoing CAUSE of truth, and the saving of the lost. Opportunities of our doing 
this ABOUND.” 

It has been observed that “super successful people don’t have the time nor the com-
mitment to build something great for God. Listen to the simple, faithful common man 
always in the pew. He will not mislead you.”

Let us take advantage of every opportunity to reach and teach the lost. Their souls de-
pend on it. Will you help us? Will you commit yourself to the doing of this great work?

Working Together
Eddie Cooper

Working Together
Eddie Cooper
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The Worth of My Soul
Gene West

That man has a soul, or a spirit, or an inward man, cannot be denied by anyone who has ever 
read his Bible. That the soul, spirit or inward man is the part of us which shall live forever is 
also taught within the pages of the New Testament. Not only so, but Jesus taught us something 
very important about the value of the eternal soul of man when he asked, “For what is a man 

profited if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for 
his soul?” (Matthew 16:26) These two questions were intended to be rhetorical by our Lord, and by 
asking them he was telling us something very important about that part of each of us that none of us 
has ever seen. 

The context in which Jesus asked these questions was his emphasis to his disciples that they were 
going  to have to be ready to forfeit, if necessary, their own souls in order to follow him and to carry out 
the work he had for them to do. In attempting to emphasize that if they lost everything this world had 
to offer but succeeded in saving their own souls by their service to him, they would be the better be-
cause the soul of just one of those disciples was worth more than all the world. Jesus was, no doubt, us-
ing a figure of speech here called a hyperbole, because no one that we know has any idea of the value of 
the world, but whatever it is it is much less valuable than just one soul of one of the disciples of Christ.         

The question is not so much what kind of value the Lord places upon the soul of one of his crea-
tures, as it is how much value do we place upon our own souls? Many in the world today, and in the 
church today, place much greater value upon the frivolous things of this world than they do upon their 
own souls. We realize fully that such a statement is a rather radical one, but we are simply making the 
statement on the basis of what we see people putting first in their lives. There are those people who are 
called “workaholics,” and to them there is nothing more important than working and making money 
with all the physical satisfaction that goes with that. For others who are materialists there is nothing 
more important in this life than acquiring more and more of this world’s goods, even to the neglect of 
their immortal souls. For the hedonists there is nothing more important than engaging in that which 
is pleasurable, whether sinful or not. Some people are addicted to sinful pleasures which come first in 
their lives, and for others there is the addiction to non-sinful pleasures which also come first in their 
lives, but nothing comes before pleasure. The only reason they work is in order to engage in more plea-
sure, just as the only reason the materialist works is to acquire more of the things of this earth. But the 
point which we wish to emphasize is there are people, even in the body of Christ, who will put almost 
anything and everything before the interests of their souls, and in the place of serving God  who never 
take a look at the value of what they are sacrificing in order to have earthly things for which they lust. 

It seems to me that one way we can determine what is really important to us and for us is to ask 
if we wish to be found engaging in such an activity, or thinking, in the hour when we must pass from 
this world through the door of death. Do I wish to die thinking on spiritual things, with my interest 
centered upon those, or do I wish to die thinking only of the material with my interest centered upon 
those things. Well, it seems to me, that one can answer that question only in light of the value he/she 
places upon his/her soul. The time of death will be too late to make changes in favor of spiritual things, 
that must be done in this life. What is really important to you, what the world has to offer or your 
eternal soul?



Sunday, August 16, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ..................................... Kyle Bingle
Prayer ........................................................ Josh Estridge
                                     10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ..................................... Fred Strickland
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ......................................  Charles Paulin
Closing Prayer .............................................Tim Croson
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader .........................................Tucker Sweeney
Opening Prayer ........................................... C.J. Grimes
Closing Prayer .................................................. Phil Fife
Greeters ......................................................The Williams
Att. Cards......... .............................................. Paul & Ian
Open & Close Building ................................... Bob Pratt

Wed. August 19, 2015
Song Leader ..............................................Steve Hunley 
Opening Prayer ...................................... John McShane 
Closing Prayer ............................................. Kyle Bingle

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231 

Sunday,  August 9, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class.....................................Ken Walker 
Prayer......................................................Fred Strickland
                                     10:30 A.M.    
Announcements....................................Fred Strickland
Song Leader............................................Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer....................................David Anderson
Closing Prayer.............................................David Deal                                   
                                      6:00 P.M.
Song Leader..............................................Paul Romine
Opening Prayer....................................  John McShane
Closing Prayer................................................Bob Pratt 
Greeters......................................................The Grimes
Att. Cards..................................Quadarius & Sebastian
Open & Close Building................................. Bob Pratt                                                                                                                                            
                            Wed. August 12, 2015
Song Leader....................................................Bill Long            
Opening Prayer.......................................Kenny French
Closing Prayer..........................................Paul Romine

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~  .  
July  12 ................................ $3,517.70
July  19 ................................ $4,978.40
July  26 ................................ $4,246.00
Aug  02..................................$4,987.72
Contribution Average ......... $4,672.68
2015 Weekly Budget ........... $4,302.98

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Frank Hamby ................. Table  .....................Stacey Paulin
Jim Turner ..................... Assist  ....................Josh Estridge

Prayer List
Our Members:  Keep Janet Crosby, Jacqueline Dopwell 

and Margaret Coone in prayer. Bobby Sheumaker fell 
and broke his ankle last week in Tennessee. Brenda 
Mask has been diagnosed with M.D.S. (Myelodysplastic 
Syndrome), a bone marrow disfunction. Ginny Hamby, 
who is having a C.A.T. scan this week and surgery soon.

Relatives:   Wayne Hendrix.
Shut In Members: Virginia Plumlee, Bill Burton, Dick & 

Joyce Burbage.
Others:  Chrissi Fuesner, Tasha, a (co-worker of Nikki 

Williams), Guy Black ( a friend of Sharon Egolf), Roger 
DeWitt and Dott Webb.

August

  HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
This Week

.“Our Master’s Voice”.
WONN 1230 or WLKF 1430  or on web page
www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com

Upcoming Events

Visitors
Mr. & Mrs. Will Vann & family, Rodney Gadsden, Barbara 

Farmer, Tiffany Hash, Megan and Sammy, Lily Palermo, 
Donisha Curtis, Christopher and Carl Edler, Tyra Davis, Gloria 
and Alexia Alaniz .

Hither, Thither and Yon
 It’s Good to have Courtney Williams back from South 

Africa. The Sweeneys and Bingles are vacationing in North 
Carolina this week. Please keep them in your prayers.

August 9th: Baby Shower for Ron & Kristin Cox after our 
evening worship service in the fellowship hall. There 
will be a “Money Tree.” You may give the money to 
Dottie Fife, Virginia Walker, or Pat Hunley. Please bring 
finger foods.

August 15th: Men’s Breakfast at the Jackson Ave. Church 
of Christ in Bartow at 8:00 a.m. 

August 22nd: V.B.S. at the Jackson Ave. Church of Christ 
in Bartow. Saturday from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. Jason Hendrix 
will be speaking to the adults on Church growth. See the 
flyer on the bulletin board  for more info.



It is not a sin to be tempted! Jesus, the sinless Son of God, “was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). 
Matthew 4:1-11 records an incident in Jesus’ life from which all can be encouraged to overcome temptation. Before considering the 
three temptations, note that Jesus answered each one by quoting Scripture. The key to overcoming temptation is to know the word 
of God! Jesus’ first temptation was to use His power contrary to Father’s will. The devil said, “If You are the Son of God, command 
that these stones become bread” (Mt. 4:3). The devil picks the most opportune time to tempt Jesus, for He was very hungry (Mt. 4:2). 
Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 8:3, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth 
of God’” (Mt. 4:4). The context of Deuteronomy dealt with Israel’s testing God for forty years. God gave His people manna (bread), 
yet they still questioned His ability to provide (Psalms 78:18-19). Jesus knew that doing the Father’s will was more important than 

physical nourishment. God will take care of all the physical needs of those who do His 
will (Mt. 6:33). We overcome temptation by placing more value on spiritual nourishment 
than physical food. Jesus’ second temptation was to prove He trusted the Father. The devil 
said, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written: ‘He shall give His 
angels charge over you,’ and, ‘In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot 
against a stone” (Mt. 4:6). Note here that the devil quoted Psalm 91:11-12. (continued below) 

The End of Your Search for a Friendly Church . . . 

Non Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Lakeland, FL

Permit No. 254

CHURCH OF CHRIST
1807 S. FLORIDA AVE.

Fl
or

id
a  

    
 A

ve

v

South Florida Avenue
CHURCH OF CHRIST

1807 South Florida Avenue
Lakeland, FL 33803-2653

Return Service Requested

Learning from Jesus’ Temptation to Sin

Brian

(continued from above) Just because someone quotes the Bible 
does not mean he is right. The devil misapplied the Scripture. 
Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 6:16, “It is written again, ‘You shall 
not tempt the Lord your God’” (Mt. 4:7). Israel constantly 
questioned God’s care for them. The words of the Psalm are true, 
but God’s people do not need to purposefully throw themselves 
in danger to prove it! Jesus’ third temptation was to take the easy 
way out. After showing Jesus “all the kingdoms of the world 
and their glory,” the devil said, “All these things I will give You 
if You will fall down and worship me” (Mt. 4:9). The Father 
already promised Christ “all the kingdoms of the world” (Psalm 
2:6-8; 72:8-11), but the devil offered Him a painless way to 

Saturday, August 15 The youth group (and adult 
chaperones) will go bowling. We will meet at the church 
building at 5:00 p.m. for a devo. Please bring $10 per person 
(or see Brian) to help defray the cost of bowling and pizza. 
Sunday, August 30 Following morning services, we 
will have our “Lads to Leaders Kick-Off Potluck.” After the 
meal, stay to hear what’s in store for this year’s program! 
Young people, be ready to sign up for the areas in which you 
would like to participate. Adults, we can also use your help.

Youth Group Announcements

acquire them. Jesus responded by quoting Deuteronomy 6:13, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord 
your God, and Him only you shall serve’” (Mt. 4:10). Worshiping and serving the Lord often brings persecution and difficulty (Mt. 
5:10-12). However, through suffering, God’s people will glorify God and be glorified with Christ in the resurrection (Rom. 8:17-18; 
1 Pet. 4:12-16). As Jesus proved, the devil can be defeated! Are we with Christ in winning the battle over temptation? 


